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BIOGRAPHY. 
Brig. Gen. Zebulon M. Pike. 


From the Analectic Magazine. 


Though the REGISTER already contains a brief notice 6f this 
distinguished and lamented soldier, to which the writer of the 
foliow ing elegant memoir acknow icedges himself indebted, there 
isin the character of the illustrisus dead so many traits of a 
hieh and maniy soulimpelled by an irresistible thirst of glory, 
and nice regard tor honour, that we believe we cannot be too 
zealous in holding him up as an example to his countrymen. 


ED. KEG. 


ZEBULON MontrGomeERy Pike was born 
at Lamberton,* in the state of New-Jersey, 
January 5th, 1779. His father was a re- 
spectable ofticer inthe army of the Uni- 
ted States His famiiy had for several 
generations resided in New-Jersey, and 
were descended from a Captain John Pike, 
whose name ts preserved by tradition as 


having been a gallant and distinguished | 


soldier in the early Indian wars of the eol- 
ony. He entered the army while yet a boy. 
and served for some time as a cadet in his 
father’s company, which was then station- 
ed on the western frontiers of the United 
States. r 
commision of ensign, and some time after, 
that of hieutenant in the 1st regiment ofin- 
fantry. He was thus almost from his era- 
dle trained to the habits of a military life; 
but he did not, like most of the peaeeful 
veterans of the barracks and the parade, 


At an early age he obtained the: 


aceuracy for all the purposes of businesss 
to these he afterwards added a competent 
knowledge of the Spanish. He also studi- 
ed the elementary branches of mathema- 
tics, and became very conversant and even 
skilful in all the ordinary practical appli- 
cations of thatscience. He seems, besides, 
io have hada general curiosity, to which 
no kind of knowledge was without interest, 
he read with avidity every book which fell 
in his way, and thus, without any regular 
plan of study, aequired a considerable 
stock of various information. and some 
tincture of popular English literature. In 
most of these literary acquirements, Pike 
scarcely attainedto the accuracy of the 
scholar, but they were sueh as became the 
gentleman, and elevated and adorned the 
‘character of the soldier. Nor were these 
studies direeted solely to the improvement 
of the mind; he endeavoured to make them 
subservient toa much higher end. From 
his youth he sedulonsly cultivated in him- 
selfa generous spirit of chivairy; not that 
punetilious and barren honour which chea- 
ply satisfies itself with the reputation of 
personal courage and freedom from disrep- 
utable vice. but the ehivalry of the ancient 
school of Kuropean honour—that habit of 
manly and virtuous sentiment, that spirit 
of patriotism and seif-devotion, which, 





pete nene ia —— 








: rt eo while it roots out from the heart every 
while away his days in inactivity, conten-! other weakness of nature, spares and eher- 
ted with the mechanical routine of milita-!jshes « that last infirmity of noble minds,” 
ryduty. Byalife of constant activity aud! the Jove of glory, and in every great emer- 
exposure, he invigorated his constitution, | seney a which man may be anita upon to 
and prepared himseif for deeds of hardi-| yet, Sends him ferth into the service of his 
hood and adventure. At the same time, | country or his kind, at once obeying the 
a aed nats supply the deficiency | commands ofduty, and elevated and ani- 
of his early edueation by most ardent. | mated by the warns impulse of enthusiastie 
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though, probably, often desultory and ill- 
regulated application to every branch of 
useful knowledge. 
my with no other education than such as is 


‘Feeling. 
Among other habits of mental discipline 


He had entered the ar- iby which Pike was aceustomed to eherish 
these prineiples and feelings, was a cone 


afforded by the mostordinary village school | stant practice of inserting upon the blank 


—reading, writing, and a little arithmetie. 


| pages ofsome favouriie yolume, such strik- 


By his own solitary exertions he acquired, | ing maxims of morality, or sentiments of 


almost without the aid of a master, the| 


‘ . e 
Freneh and latin languages, the former 
of which, it appears from his journal, he 
was able to write and speak with sufficient 

* This name is a curious instance of the mode in which many 
of our Indian names have been changed. Itis a corruption of 


Lamaton, which was formerly pronounced and spelt Alamatunk, 
that being the original indian pane. 





honour, as oceurred im his reading, or were 
suggested by his own reflections. He had 
been in the practice of making use of a 
snail edition of Dodsley’s ** Eeonomy of 
Human Life,” for this purpose. Soon afier 
his marriase, he presented this velume 
to his wife, who still preserves it as one 
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of the most precious memorials of her hus-; wished to acquire some knowledge of its 
band’s virtues. An extract from one of the) soil and natural productions, of the eourse 
manuscript pages of this volume was pub-/ of its rivers, and their fitness for the pur- 
lished in a periodical work soon after his, poses of navigation and other uses of civi- 
death. It was written asa continuation of| lized life, and also to gain particular in- 
the article “Sincerity,” and is strongly | formation of the nambers, character, and 
characteristic of the author. piwed of the tribes of Indians who inhabi- 
“Should my country eail for the sacrifice | ted this territory, and their several dispo- 
of that life which has been devoted to her, sitions towards the United States. With 
service from early youth. most willingly| these views, while Captains Lewis and 
shall she receive it. The sod whieh eo-| Clarke were sent to explore the unknown 
vers the brave shall be moistened by the|sources of the Missouri, Pike was des- 
tears of love and friendship: but if I fall; patched on a similar expedition for the 
farfrom my friends and from you, my) purpose of tracing the Mississippi to its 
Clara, remember that‘ the choicest tears} head. 
which are ever shed, are those which be-| On the 9th of Angust, 1805, Pike ae- 
dew the unburied head of the soldier.’ and) cordingly embarked at St. Louis, and proe 
when these lines shall meet the eyes of our) ceeded up the Mississippi, with twenty men, 
cage —— let the pages of ‘this little) ina stout boat, provisioned for four months, 
ovk be impressed on his mind as the gift but they were soon obliged to leave their 
ofa-father who had nothing to bequeath boat and proceed on their journcy by land, 
but his honour, and let these maxims he | or i in canoes, which they built afier lav. 
ever present to his mind as he rises from | ing their boat, and carried with them on 
outh to manhood: their march.  Pike’s own journa! has been 
‘64. Preserve your honour free from blem-| for some time before the public, and affords 
ish. a much more satisfaetory narrative of the 
‘62, Be always ready to die for your coun- expedition than the narrow limits of a mag- 
try. pazine article can ailow. For eight months 
M. Pike. {and twenty days this adventurous soldier 
‘Kaskasias, Indiana Territory.” and bis faithful band were almost continu- 
valfy exposed to hardship and peril, depend- 
Thus gifted with a lofty spirit of honour, ing for provisions upon the precarious 
and an iron constitution, Pike presents to| fortunes of the chase, enduring the most 
the imagination no imperfect resembiance piercing eold, and cheerfuliy submitting to 
ofone of the cavaliers of the sixteenth cen-j tie most constant and harrassing toils, 
tury, the hardy, steel-clad companious of They were sometimes for days together 
Bayard and Syduey. without food, and they frequently slept 
in Mareh, 1801, he married Miss Cla- without cover on the bare earth. or the 
rissa Brown, of Cincinnati, in the state of | snow, during the bitterest inelemency ofa 
Kentucky. By this marriage he had se v-inortheri winter. During this voyage, 
eral children, only one of whom, a daugh-| Pike had no intelligent companion upou 
ter, survives hita. whom he could rely for any sort of advice 
On the old peace establishment of our! or aid, and he liter rally performed the du- 
army, then composed only of a few regi-| ties of astronomer, surveyor, commanding 
ments, and employed altogether in garris-/ ofeer, clerk, spy, guide, and hunter, fre- 
oning a few frontier posts, promotion was| quently preceding the party for many 
slow, and the field of action limited and/ miles, in order to recounoitre, or rambling 
obseure. For several years Lieutenant) for whole days in search of deer or other 
Pike panted in vain for an opportunity of) game for provision, and then returning to 
gratifying that “ all-ruling passion” which|his men in the ev ening hungry and fa- 
to use his own words, “swayed him irre-|‘igued, he would sit down in the open air 
sistibly to the profession of arms, and the|to copy by the light of'a fire the notes of 
pursuits of mililary glory.” his journey, and to plot out the courses of 


At length, in 1803, a new eareer of hon-| the next day. 
ourable distinetion was opened to this ae- His couduet towards the Indians was 








tive and aspiring youth. Soon after the;marked with equal good sense, firmness, 

urchase of Louisiana, the government of|and humanity; he every where, without 
the United States determined upon taking) violence or fraud, induced them to submit 
measures to explore their new territory, to the government of the United States, 
and that immense tract of wilderness, in-}and he made use of the authority of his 
eluded within its limits. Besides ascer-| country to put an end to a savage warfare 
taining its geographical boundaries, it was| which had for many years been carricd on 
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with the utmost eruelty and rancour be- 
tween the Sioux and the Chippeways, two 
of the most powerful nations of Aborigines 
remaining on the North American conti- 
nent. He also every where enforced with 
effect the laws ofthe United States against 
supplying the savages with spirituous dies 
quors. ‘Thus, while he wrested their toma 
hawks from their hands, and eompetied 
them to bury the hatchet} he defended 
them irom their own vices, and in the true 
spirit of humanity and konour, rejected 
with disdain that cruel and dastardly poli- 
ey which seeks the security of the civilized 
man in the debasement of the savage. 

In addition to the other objects of Pike’s 
mission, as specifically detatied in his in- 
structions, he conceiv ed that his di: iy asa 
soldier required of him an investigation of 
the views and conduet of the British tra- 
ders, within the limits of our jurisdiction, 
and an enquiry inte the exact limits of the 
territories of the United States and Great 
Britain. ‘This duty he performed, says 
the author of'a former sketch of his bio- 
graphy,* with the boldness of a soldier 
and the politer ess ofa gentleman; he miczht 
have justly added, with the disinterested- 
ness of a man of honour. and the ability 
and discretion of an enlightened po. litician. 
He found that the Norih- west company, 
by extending their establishments and com- 
merce far within the bounds of the United 
States. and even into the very centre oj 
Louisiana, were thus enabled to introduce 
their goods without duty or license into our 
— to the very great injury of tiie 


principal posts, his high sense of honour 
would not permit him to requite their hose 
pitality by a rigorous execution of the laws. 
It is nrobable, tno, that he thought so vi- 
olent a measure might lead to collisions be- 
tween the two governments, without tend- 
ing to produce anew permanent beneficial 
effect, and he cheerfully sacrificed all 
views of personal interest to what he con- 
ceived to be the true interest and honour 
of his eouniry. By means of reprimands 
and threats to the mferior traders, and a 
frank and spirited remonstrance to the di- 
rector of the Foud du Lae department, he 
succeeded in preenring a stipulation, that 
in future no attempt should be made to in- 
fluence any Lndian on political affairs, or 
wuy subjects foreign to trade, and that 
measures should be immediately taken to 
prevent the display of the Britisi. flag, or 
ahy other mark of power, within our do- 
minions fogether with a promise that such 
representations should be immediately 
mide to the company, and such an arrange- 
ment effected with regard to duties, as 
would hereafter set that question at rest. 

itis conduet with regard to this subjeet 
was, at the time, viewed with cold appro- 
button, but the events of the present war 
have borne ample testimony to his sagacity 
and foresight. 

Within two months after his return from 
this expedition, Pike was selected by Genee 
ral Wiikinson for a second perilous jour- 
ney of hardship and adveuture. The prin- 
cipal purpose of this expedition was, like 
that of the former, to explore the interior 





revenue, as well as to the complete exelu- 

sion of our own countrymen from all com-| 
petition in this trad» He perceived, he- K 
that these establishments were mace | 
subservient to the purposes of obfainimeg aii Vit 
infnence over the savages dangerous to the | 
peace and t inyar ious tothe honour and ebar- 1] 
acter of our government, and he though: 
it evident that in case ofa rupture between 
the two powers, all these po sts would be 
used as ral. ying points for the enemy, and 
as praces of de; nosite for arms io he dis- 
tributed to the folinee. to the istinite an- 
noyanee, if not total ruia, ofall tiie adjoin- 
ing territories. 

“Aut oppo! ‘tunity was now presented to 
him of < ‘oriehing himself f or Life » by mere- 
ly using the power vested in him by baw, 
and seizing upon the immense property of 
the company which he found illegally in-| 
trodueed within our territor y. Bat having! 
been hospttably received at one of their 


sides, 








* In the Monthly Recorder for July 1813, to which sketeh to- 
gethe r with Pike’s own jour: vail ind Nile’s Weekly Register, the | 
writer is indebted for most of the facts of General Pike's biogya- | 


phy. 


of Louisiana. He was directed to embark 
at St. Louis with the Osage captives, 
about forty in number, ) who had been res- 
ener i from their enemies, the Potowatom- 
by the interference of our government, 
and to transport them to the principal vil- 
lage of their nation; and he was instructed 
io take this opportunity to bring about ine 
terviews between the different savage na- 
tions, and to endeavour to assuage animos- 
ities, and establish a permanent peace 
amongihem. He was, after accom piish- 
ing these ecbjeets, to continue his route into 
the interior, and to explore the Mississippi 
and its tributary sireams, especially the 
Arkausaw and the Red Riy er, and thus to 
acquire such geographical information as 
might enable government to enter into dee 
tinttiive arrangements for a boundary line 
between our newly acquired territory and 
North Mexico. 

In the eourse of this second journey, our 
adventurous soldier. after leaving the Osage 
V illage, encountered hardships, in ecom- 
parison of which the severities of his fer 
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mer journey seemed to him ease and luxu- 
ry. 

Winter overtook the party unprovided 
with any clothing fit to proteet them from 
co!d and storms. Their horses died, and 
for weeks they were obliged to explore 
their way on foot throwreh the wilderness, 
carrying packs of sixty or seventy pounds 
weight, beside their arms, exposed to the 
bitterest severity of the cold, relying sole- 
ly on the produce of the chase for subsis- 
tence, and often for two or three days al- 
together without food. ‘This part of his 
jonmnal Contains a narrative of a series of 
sufferings sufficient to make the * superflu- 
ous and "eat - dieted’ son of juxury shudder 
at the bare recital. Several of the men 
had their feet frozen, and all, except Pike 
and one other, were in some degree i injur- 
ed by the intensity of the coid. He thus 
relates the history of two of these dreary 
days: 

“isth January, Sunday.—The doctor 
and myself, who fortunately were untouch- 
ed by the frost, went out to hunt something 
to preserve existence; near evening we 
wounded a buffalo with three balls, but 
had the mortification to see him run off 
notwithstanding. We coneluded it was 
useless to go home to add to the general 
gloom, and went amongst some rocks, 
where we encamped, and sat up all night; 
from the intense cold it was impossible to! 
sleep. Hungry and without cover, 

19th January, Monday—We again 
took the field, and afier erawling about 
one mile in the snow, get near enoagh to) 
shoot eight times at a gang of buffaloes. aud 
eou'd plainly pereely ctwe: or three of them | 
to be badly wounded, but by accident they | 
took the wind of us, and, to our gre ret | 
mortification, all were able to run off. By | 
this time 1 had become ext remely weak 
aud faint, it being the fourth day since we 
had received sustenance, all ef which we 
were marching hard, and tbe last night 
had searcely closed our eyes tosicep. We! 
were inclining our course to a point of 
woods; determined to remain absent and 
die by ourselves, rather than to return to| 
our camp and behold the misery of our 

oor lads, when we diseovered a gang of 
buffaloes coming along at some distance. 
With great exertions | made out to run and 
place my self behind some cedars, and by 

the greatest good luck the first shot stopped 
one, which we killed in three more shots, 
and by the dusk had ent each of us a heavy 
joad. with which we determined immediate- 
ly to proceed to the camp, in order to relieve 








| impossible 


120’clock.and when I threw my load down, 
it was with difficulty I prevented inyself 
from falling; I was attacked with a eiddi- 
ness of the. head, which lasted for some 
minutes. On the ecountenanees of the men 
was not a frown, nor a desponding eye, 
but all seemed happy to hail their oifieer 
and companions, yet not a mouthful had 
they eat for four days. On demanding 
what were their thoughts, the sergeant re- 
plied, the most robust had determined to 
set out in search of us on the morrow, and 
not return unless they found us, or had 


killed something to preserve the lives of 


their starving companions.’ 

In the course of this long, toilsome, and 
perilous march, Pike displayed a degree 
of personal heroism and hardihood, united 
with a prudence and sagacity which, had 
they been exerted on some wide theatre of 
action, would have done honour to the most 
renowned general. ‘The reader may, per- 
haps smile at this remark, as one of the 
wild exaggerations of a biographer anxious 
to dignify the character of his hero, but 
the teeth } is, that great men owe much of 
their splendour to external circumstances, 
and if Hannibal had made his famous 
march across the Alps at the head of a 
company of foot, instead of an army, his 
name if it had reached us, would have 
eome down to posterity with much less 
dignity than that of our hardy countryman. 
There are passages in Pike’s journal ‘of bis 
second expedition which, had they been 
found, with proper alterations of place and 
circumstance, related by Piutarch or Lavy 
of one of their heroes, would have been ei- 
ted by every schoolboy as examples of 
military and heroie virtue. Take, for 
instance, the aecount of Pike’ s firm and 
prudent conduct in repressing the first 


symptoms of discontent in his little band, 


and his address upon this oeeasion to the 
mutineer, and they will be fonnd to need 
but little of the usual embei!lishments of aa 
eloquent historian, tobe made worthy of 
[fannibal himself. 

“ 24th January, Saturday.—We sallied 
outinthe morning, and shortly after per- 
ceived our tittle baud. marching through 
the snow, (about two and a halt foet deep.) 
silent, and with downeast countenances. 
We joined them, and learnt that they, find- 
ing the snow to fall so thickly that it was 

to proceed, had cannmped 


about one o’clock the preceding day. As 
1 found all the buffaloes had “quitted the 
plains, I determined to attempt the trav- 
erse of the mountains, in which we perse- 





the anxiety of our men, and earry the poor 
fellews some food, We arrived there about 


vered untilthe snow became so deep it was 
impossible to proceed, when 1 again turned 
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my face to the plain, and for the first time 
in the voyage found myself discouraged, 
and for the first time | heard a man express 
himself in a seditious manner; he exelaim- 
ed, ‘that it was more than human nature 
could bear, to march three days without 
sustenance, through snows three feet deep 
and carry burdens only fit for horses,’ &e. 

“As I knew very well the fidelity and 
attachment of the majority of the men, and 
even of this poor fellow, and that it was in 
my power to chastise him when | thought 
proper, I passed it by for the moment, de- 
termined to notice it at a more auspicious 
time Wedragged our weary and ema- 
ciated limbs along until about 10 o’elock. 
The doctor and myself, who were in ad- 
vanee, discovered some buifaloes on the 
piain, when we left our loads and orders 
written on the snow, to proceed to the near- 
est woods to encamp. We went in pursuit 
of the buffaloes, which were on the move. 

‘ The doctor, who was then less reduced 
than myself, ran and got behind a hill, 
and shot one down, which stopped the re- 
mainder. We crawled up to the dead one, 
and shot from him as many as twelve or 
fourteen times among the gang, when they 
removed vut of sight. 
to cut up the one we had shot, and after 
procuring each of us a load of the meat, 


we marched for the eamp, the smoke of’ 


which was in view. We arrived at the 
camp to,the great joy of our brave lads, 
who immediately feasted sumptuously. 
After our repast, Isent for the lad who 
had presumed to speak discontentedly in 
the course of the day, and addressed him 
to the following effect: ‘ Brown, you this 
day presumed to make use of language 
which was seditious and mutinous; i then 
passed it over, pitying your situation, and 
attributing it to your distress, rather than 
to your own tnelination to sow discontent 
amongst the party. Had I reserved pro- 
visions for ourselves, whilst you were star- 
ving; had we been marching along light 
and at our ease, whiist you were weighed 
down with your burden, then you would 
have had some pretext for your observa- 
tions; but when we were equally hungry, 
weary, emaciated, and charged with bur- 
den, which I believe my natural strength 
is less able to bear than any man’s in the 
party; when we were always foremost in 
breaking the road, recennoitering, and the 
fatigues of the chase, it was the height 
of ingratitude in you to let an expression 
escape which was indicative of diseon- 
tent, your ready compliance and firm per- 
severance I had reason to expect, as the 





We then proceeded | 











leader of men, and and my companions! dition was the seizure of all his papers, ex- 


in miseries and dangers. But your du- 
ty as a soldier demanded your obedience 
to your officer, and a prohibition of such 
language, which for this time, L wiil par- 
don, but assure you, should it ever be re- 
peated, I will revenge your ingratitude 
and punish your disobedience by instant 
death. I take this opportunity, likewise, 
to assure you, soldiers, of my thanks for 
the obedience, perseverance, and ready 
contempt of every danger which you have 
generally evinced; 1 assure you, nothing 
shall be wanting on my part to procure you 
the rewards of our government, and grati- 
tude of your countrymen.’ 

* They all appeared very much affected, 
and retired with assurances of persever- 
ance in duty.” 

Amidst these distresses, after a three 
months’? winters’ march, they explored 
their way to what they supposed to be the 
Red River. Here they were met by a par- 
ty of Spanish cavalry, by whom Pike was 
informed, to his great astonishment, that 
they were not on the Red River, but on the 
Rio del Norte, and in the Spanish territo- 
ry. All opposition to this force would 
have been idle, and he reluctantly submit- 
ted to accompany the Spaniards te Santa 
Ke, to appear before the governor. 
Though, to his great mortification, his ex- 
pedition was thus broken off, all hardship 
was now at an end. He was treated on 
the road with great respect and hospitali- 
ty, though watched and guarded with 
much jealousy; but he stiilinsisted on wear- 
ing his sword, and that his men should re- 
tain theirarms. Indeed, it was his resolu- 
tion, had he or any oi his people been ill 
used, to surprise the guard, carry off their 
horses, and make the best of their way to 
Apaches. 

When he arrived at Santa Fe, his whole 
dress was a blanket-coat, blue trowsers, 
moeasons, and a scarlet cloth cap lined 
with a fox skin; his men were in leather 
coats with leggings, &e. and not a hat in 
tie whole party. But he appeared before 
the governor with his usual spirit, and in- 
sisted on being treated with the respect 
due to an American officer. From Santa 
Ke he was sent to the eapital of the prov- 
ince of Biseay, to be examined by the com- 
mandant general, where he was well re- 
ceived and entertained for some time, 
after which he was sent on his way home, 
under the eseort of a strong party of horse. 
He arrived with his little band at Natehi- 
toches on the ist of July, 1807. 

‘The most vexations circumstance at- 
tending this unexpected sequel to his expe- 
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eept his private journal, by the Spanish 
government. He had been fitted out witha 
complete set of mathematical and astrono- 
mical instruments, and had made frequent 
and accurate observations. He had thus 
ascertained the geographical situation of 
the most important points with much pre- 
eision, and had colleeted materials for an 
aecurate map of a great part of the country 
which he traversed. The seizure of these 
papers is a real Joss to the eause of science. 
It is, however, in perfect conformity to that 
narrow and purblind policy which the old 
Spanish government uniformly manifested 
in the administration of its colonies. 

Pike, upon his return, reeeived the thanks 
of the government; a committee of the 
house of representatives expressed their 
high sense of his ** zeal, perseverance, and 
intelligence,” and the administration, 
much to its honour, bestowed upon him a 
more solid testimony of approbation, by a 
rapid promotion in the army. He was im- 
mediately appointed captain, shortly after 
a major, and upon the further eniargement 
of the army in 1810, a colonel of infantry. 

During the intervals of his military du- 
ties, he prepared for the press a narrative 
of his two expeditions, accompanied by 
several valuable original maps and charts. 
This was published in 8vo. in18t10. The 
work is rather overloaded with unneces- 
sary detail, and the Janguage is careless 
and often inaccurate; the last fault is, 
however, ina great measure to be attribu- 
ted to several disadvantageous circumstan- 
ees under which the work went to press, 
while the author was at a distance, enga- 

edin publicservice. Still it is sufficient- 
iy evident that the volume is not the com- 
position of a scholar. But it bears the 
strongest marks of an acute, active, busy 
mind, unaccustomed to scientific arrage- 
ment or speculation, but filled with a vari- 
ety of knowledge, all of a useful, practical, 
kind. ‘Though entirely unacquainted with 
botany, zodlogy, and mineralogy, as sci- 
enees, Pike had a liberal curiosity, which 
taught him to look upon every objeet with 
the eye ofan observer, and to despise no 
sort of knowledge, though he might not 
himself perceive its immediate utilty. 
Above al}. the narrative has that unstud- 
ied air of truth which isso apt to evapo- 
rate away in the processes of the book ma- 
king traveller; it retains all the clearness 
and freshness of first impressions, and we 
are never fora moment left in doubt wheth- 
er or no the writer and the traveller are 
the same person. 

Immediately after the declaration of 





upon the northern frontier, and upon the 
commencement of the campaign of 1813, 
was appointed a brigadier general. 

There was a tincture of enthusiasm in 
Pike’s character which communicated it- 
selfto his whole conduet: in whatsoever 
pursuit he engaged, he eutered upon it 
with his whole soul. But the profession 
of arms had been always his favourite 
study—his * life’s employment, and his 
leisure’s charm.” Having served through 
every gradation of rank, almost from a 
private, up to a general, and very often 
employed in separate and independent eom- 
mands, he was intimately acquainted with 
allthe minutiz of diseipline. The vete- 
ran of a peace establishment 1s too apt, 
from the want of greater objects, to nar- 
row his mind down to the little details ofa 
military life, until, at length, every trifle 
swells up into.ideal importance, and the 
cut of a coat or the tying of a neckeloth, 
seems big with the fate of nations. Pike 
was extremely attentive to all the particu- 
lars, even to the most minute points, of 
discipline and dress, yet he gave them 
their due importance, and no more. He 
did not degrade the soldier into a mere liv- 
ing machine, and while he kept up the 
strictest discipline, he laboured to make 
his men fee] that this severity arose not 
from ecaprice or ill temper, but from prin- 
eiple, and thatit had for its sole object 
their own glory, their ease, their health, 
and safety. Careless of popularity, and 
negligent of the arts by which good will is 
often coneiliated where there is no real es- 
teem, by the unassuming simplicity and 
frankuess of his manners, and the undevia- 
ting honour of his conduct, he bound to him- 
self the hearts of all around him with the 
strong ties of respect and affection. 

Thus self-formed, and thus situated, the 
eyes of the army, were anxiously cast to- 
wards him as the chosen champion who 
was to redeem their reputation from that 
disgrace with which it had been stained by 
a long series of disasters. ‘The day for 
which his heart had long panted at length 
arrived—a bright day of glory for the hero 
of gloom and sorrow to his country. He 
was selected for the command of the Jand 
forces in an expedition against York, the 
capital of Upper Canada, and on the 25th 
of April sailed from Sackett’s Harbour in 
the squadron commanded by Commodore 
Chauneey. ‘The day before the expedition 
sailed, he wrote a letter to his father, 
which contains these prophetic words: 

‘| embark to-morrow in the fleet at Sac- 
kett’s Harbour, at the head of a column of 


war, Pike was stationed with his regiment| 1,500 choice troops, on a secret expedition. 
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If success attends my steps, honour and 

lory await my name; if defeat, still shall 
it be said that we died like brave men, and 
conferred honour, even in death, on the 
American name. 

‘Should I be the happy mortal destined 
to turn the seale of war, will you not re- 
joice, O my father? May Heaven be pro- 
pitious, and smile on the cause of my coun- 
try! But ifwe are destined to fall, may 
my fall be like Wolfe’s—to sleep in the 
arms of victory ” 

On the 27th of April General Pike ar- 
rived at York, with about seventeen hun- 
dred chosen men, and immediately prepar.- 
edtofand. ‘The spot which was selected 
for landing, was the site of au old French 
fort called Torento, of which seareely any 
vestiges nowremain. The plan of attack 
was formed by General Pike himselt, and 
elearly and minutely detailed in his gene- 
ral orders. which were directed to be read 
at the head of every corps; every field off- 
cer vas aiso directed to earry a eopy of 
them in order that he might at any moment 
refer to them, and give explanations to his 
subordinates. Every thing was arranged, 
and every probabie exigeney provided for, 
with admirable method and precision. 

There is one paragraph of these orders 
which breathes so much of his own spirit, 
that I cannot forbear from extracting it. 
It is deeply stamped with that unity of 
character which was visible throughout all 
his actions, and which is, in truth, one of 
the strongest marks of a powerful and orig- 
inal mind. 

‘¢ No man will load until ordered, exeept 
the light troops in front, until within a 
short distance of the enemy, and ihen 
charge bayonets; thus letting the enemy 
see that we can meet them with their own 
weapons. Any man firing or quitting his 
post without orders must be put to instant 
death, as an example may be necessary. 
Platoon officers will pay the greatest atten- 
tion to the coolness and aim of their men in 
the fire; their regularity and dressing in 
the charge. The field officers will watch 
over the eonduet of the whole. Courage 
and bravery in the field do not more distin- 
guish the soldier than humanity after vic- 
tory; aud whatever examples the savage 
allies of our enemies may have given us 
the general confidently hopes, that the 
blood of an unresisting or yielding enemy 
will never stain the weapons of the soldiers 
of his column. Property must be held sa- 
ered; and any soldier who shall so far neg- 
lect the honour of his profession as to be 
guilty of plundering the inhabitants shall, 
uf convicted, be punished with death, But 








the commanding general assures the 
troops, that should they eapture a large 
quantity of publie stores, he will use his 
best endeavours to procure them a reward 
from his government.” 

As soon as the debarkation commenced, 
a body of British grenadiers was paraded 
on the shore, and the Glengary Fencibles, 
a loeal force which had been disciplined 
with great eare, and hasrepeatedly proved 
itself fully equal to any regular force, ap- 
peared at another point. Large bodies of 
indians were also seen in different diree- 
tions, while others filled the woods which 
skirted the shore. General Sheaffe com- 
manded in person. 

Forsythe’s riflemen were first to land, 
which they effected under a heavy fire of 
musketry and rifles from the Indians and 
British. As soonas the fire from theshore 
commenced, Major Forsythe had ordered 
his men to restafew moments upon their 
oars, and return the fire. At this nioment 
Pike was standing upon the deck of his 
ship. He saw the pause of his first divis- 
ion, and, impatient at the delay, exelaim- 
ed, “ I can stay here no longer, come, jump 
into the boat;” and, springing into it, fol- 
lowed by his staff, was immediately rowed 
into the thickest of the fire. 

The infantry had followed the riflemen, 
and formed in platoons as soon as the 
reached the shore. General Pike took the 
command of the first plateon which he 
reached, and ordered the whole to prepare 
foracharge. They mounted the bank, 
and the enemy, after a short conflict, broke 
at once, and fled in disorder towards the 
works. Atthat moment the sound of For- 
sythe’s bugles was heard, announeing his 
success at another point. Its effect upom 
the Indians was almost electrical; they 
gave a horrible yell, and fled in every da- 
rection. 

The whole force, being now landed and 
collected, was again formed and led on by 
General Pike in person to attack the ene- 
my’s works. They advanced through the 
woods, and after carrying one battery by 
assault, in the most gallant manner, moved 
on in columns towards the main work. 
The fire of the enemy was soon sileneed by 
our artillery, anda flag of surrender was ex- 

ected, when a terrible explosion suddenly 
took place from the British magazine,which 
had been previously prepared for this pur- 
pose. Pike, after aiding in removing a 
wounded man with his own hands, had sat 
down on the stump of a tree with a British 
serjeant, who had been taken, and was 
employed with Captain Nicholson and one 
of his aids in examining the prisoner. ‘The 
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explosion was tremendous; an immense|the heroes of Niagara and Erie the laurels 
quantity of large stones were thrown in/they have so nobly earned, she will bid 
every direction with terrible force, and|them remember that those laurels were 
seattered destruction and confusion around | first gathered on the shores of York, and 
among our troops. The general, his aid.| were watered hy the blood of a heros; aud 
Captain Nicholson, end the prisoner, fell) hereafter, when our children and chil- 
together, all, except the aid, mortally|dren’s children shall read the story of pat- 
wounded. General Pike had been struck|riots and heroes who have greatly fallen 
on the breast by a heavy stone. Shortly in the arms of victory, when their eyes 
after he received the blow, he said to his|glisten, and their young hearts throb wild- 
wounded aid, “ I am mortally wounded—|ly at the kindling theme, they will close 
write to my friend D——; and tell him)|the volume which tells of Epaminondas, 
what you know of the battle, and to com-|of Sydney, or of Wolfe, and proudly ex- 
fort my ? In the same broken manner,; claim, « And we, too, had our Montgom- 
he afterwards added several other requests} ery and our Pike.” V. 
relating to his private affairs. 

The troops were instantly formed again; 
asa body of them passed by their wounded Captain David Porter. 
general, he said, “ Push on, brave fellows, 
and avenge your general.” While the sur- 
geons were carrying him out of the field,a} Davip Porter, the eldest son of Cap- 
tumultuous huzza was heard from our|tain David Porter, was born in Boston on 
troops; Pike turned his head with an anx-|the ist February, 1780. His father was 
ious look of enquiry; he was told by a ser-|an officer in our navy during the revolu- 
geant, “ The British union jack is coming| tionary war, and distinguished himself on 
down, general—the stars are going up.’’| various oceasions by his activity, enter- 
He heaved a heavy sigh, andsmiled. He} prise, and daring spirit. Being necessari- 
was then carried on board the commodore’s| ly absent from home for the greater part 
ship, where he lingered for a few hours.|of his time, the charge of his infant fami- 
Just before he breathed his last. the British} ly devolved almost entirely on his wife. 
standard was brought to him; he made a/She was a pious and intelligent woman; 
sign to have it placed under his head, and] the friend and instructor of her children, 
expired without a groan. teaching them not merely by her precepts, 

‘The death of General Pike, at such a) but by her amiable and virtuous example. 
period, was a great public misfortune; his} Soonafter the conclusion of the war, 
countrymen did not know half the extent Captain Porter removed with his house- 
of their loss. Pike was plain and unim- hold to Baltimore, where he took com- 
posing in his appearance and manners, mand of the revenue cutter the Active. 
and to the world seemed little more than} Here in the bosom of his family he would 
an active and intelligent soldier; but it 1s,idulge in the veteran's foible of recoun- 
not easy to say what height ef military ting past scenes of peril and adventure, 
excellence may not have been reached by a/and talking over the wonders and _ vieissi- 
mind like his, stimulated by high-soarmg tudes that chequera sea-faring life. Lit- 
ambition, braced up by principle to hab- tle David would sit for hours and listen 
iiual dignity of thought, and constantly and kindle at these marvellous tales, while 
expanding its views, enlarging its resour- his father, perceiving his own love of en- 
ces, and unfolding its powers, by its own terprize springing up in the bosom of the 
native and unwearied energy. ‘lad, took every means to cherish it. and to 

Gallant spirt! It was thine to wash out! inspire him with a passion for the sea. 
with thy life-blood the foul remembrance He at the same time gave him all the eda- 
of our couatry’s shame—of those disgraces eation and instruction that his limited 
which had blasted her honour, and tarnish-| means afforded, and being afterwards in 
ed the ancient glories of her arms. It was |eommand of a vessel in the West-india 
thine, in life, in death, to give to your |trade, proposed to take him a voyage by 
companions in arms a great example of|way of initiating him into the life of a sail- 
chivalrous honour and heroie courage;s—jor. ‘The constitution of the latter being 
it was thine to lead them to the threshold | feeble and delicate exeited all the appre- 
of the temple of fame, and bid them enter |hensions of a tender mother, who remon- 
on a long career of glory. strated with maternal solicitade, against 
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Gallant spirit! Thy country will not|exposing the puny stripling to the dangers 
forget thee—thou shalt have a noble mem-|and hardships of so rude a life. Her ob- 
ory. When a grateful nation confers upon’ jections, however, were either obviated 
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or overruled, and at the age of sixteen he 
sailed with his father for the West-Indies, 
in the schooner Eliza. While at the port 
of Jeremie, in the island of St. Domingo, 
a pressgang endeavoured to board the ves- 
scl in search for men: they were bravely re- 
peiled with the loss of several killed and 
wounded on both sides; one man was shot 
down' close by the side of young Porter. 
This affair excited considerable attention 
si the time. A narrative of it appeared in 
the public papers, and much praise was 
given to Captain Porter for the gallant vin- 
dication of his flag. 

In the course of his second voyage, which 
he performed as mate ofa ship, from Bal- 
timore to St. Domingo, young Porter had a 
further taste of the vicissitudes of a sailors 
life. He was twice impressed by the Brit- 
ish, and each time effected his eseape, but 
was so reduced in purse as to be obliged to 
work hts passage home in the winter sea- 
son, destitute of necessary clothing. In 
this forlorn condition he had to perform 
duty on a cold and stormy coast, where 
every spray was converted instantaneous- 
ly intoa sheet ofice. It would appear al- 
most incredible that his feeble frame, little 
inured to hardsisip, could have sustained 
so mu¢h, were it not Known how greatly 
the exertions of the body are supported by 
mental excitement. 

Searcely had he recovered from his late 
fatigues when he applied for admission 
into the navy; and on receiving a midship- 
man’s warrant, immediately joined the fri-| 
gate Constellation, Commodore ‘Truxton. 
Jn the action with the French frigate the 
Insurgent, Porter was stationed in_ the 
foretop, and distinguished himself by his 


the Constellation, and manned with fifteen 
hands. Not long after taking this com- 
mand he fell in with a French privateer 
mounting a long twelve pounder and seve- 
ral swivels, havinga erew of forty’ men, 
and accompanied by a prize ship and a 
large barge with thirty men armed with 
swivels. Notwithstandingthe great dis- 
parity of force, Porter ordered his vessel 
to be laid alongside the privateer. The 
contest was arduous, aud for some time 
doubtful, for in the eomméncement of the 
action he lost his rudder, which rendered 
the schooner unmanageable. The event, 
however, excused the desperateness of the 
attack, for after an obstinate and bloody 
resistance the privateer surrendered with 
the loss of seven killed and fifteen woun- 
ded. Not a man of Porter’s crew was kill- 
ed; several, however, were wounded, and 
his vessel was much injured ‘The prize 
was also taken, but the barge escaped. 
Lhe conduct of Lieutenant Porter in this 
gallant little affair was highly applauded 
by his commander. 

Siortly after his return to the United 
States he sailed, as first lieutenant, in the 
Experiment, commanded by Capt. Charles 
Stewart. ‘They were again stationed in 
the West Indies, and afforded great pro- 
tection to the American commerce in that 
quarter. ‘They had several engagements 
with French privateers, and were aiways 
successful, insomuch that they became the 
(error of those marauders of the ocean, 
and effectually controlled their rapacity 
and kept them quiet in port. The gallant 
and lamented Trippe was second lieuten- 
unt of the Experiment at the time. 

When the first squadron was ordered for 








good conduct. Want of friends alone pre- 
vented his promotion at the time. When! 
Commodore Barron was appointed to the| 
command of the Constellation, Porter was 


the Mediterranean, Porter sailed as first 
ieutenant of the schooner Enterprise, 
Captain Stewart. In this eruise they en- 


‘eountered a Tripolitan corsair of very su- 


advanced to the rank of lieutenant solely|perior force; a severe battle ensued in 
on acconntofhis merit, having no friends) which the enemy suftered great slaughter, 
or connexions capable of urging his for-'and was compelled to surrender, while our 
tunes. He was ordered to join the United ship received but little injury. In this 
States’ schooner Experiment under Cap-' brilliant action Porter acquired much re- 
fain Maley, to be employed onthe West-’ pntation from the conspicuous part he acted. 
India station, During the eruise they had He afterwards served on board of different 
a long and obstinate engagement with a/ships in the Mediterranean station, and 
number of brigand barges in the Bite of distinguished himself by his intrepedity 
Leogan, which afforded him ‘another op-|and zeal whenever an opportunity presen- 
portunity of bringing himseit.into notice. He} ted. On one occasion he commanded an 
was also frequently employed in boat expe-| expedition of boats sent to destroy some 
ditions ta cut out vessels, in which he dis-| vessels laden with wheat, at anchor in the 
played much coolness and address. ‘Com-|harbour of old Tripoli; the service was 
modore ‘Talbot, who commanded on that} promptly and effectually performed; in the 
station, gave him charge of the Amphitrite,|engagement he received a musket ball 
a small pitot boat prize schooner mounting | through his left thigh. 

hve small swivels taken from the topsof| Shortly after recovering from his wound 
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he was transposed from the New.York to the 
Philadelphia,Capt. Bainbridge as first lieut 
The frigate was then lying at Gibraltar, 
when he joined her in September, 1803. 
She soon after sailed for the blockade of 
Tripoli. No event took place worthy of 
mention until the 31st of Oetober. Near- 
ly a week previous to this ill-fated day, the 
weather had been tempestuous, which ren- 
dered it prudent to keep the ship off theland 
The 31st opened with all the splendour of 
a Scicilian morning: the promise of a more 
deligi:tful day never appeared. The land 
Was Just observed, when a sail was deseri- 
ed making for the harbour, with a pleasant 
easterly breeze. It was soon ascertained 
to be an armed ship of the enemy, and all 
sail was set inchase. After an ineffectual 
pefontt of several leagues, Captain Bain- 

ridge had just given orders to hale off, 
when the frigate grounded. KEvery expe- 
dient that skill or courage could devise to 
float or defend her, was successively resort- 
ed to, but in vain. The particulars of 
this unfortunate affair are too generally 
known to need a minute recital; it is suffi- 
cient to add that this noble ship and her 
gallant crew were surrendered to a barba- 
rous and dastardly enemy, whose only mo- 
tive in warfare is the hope of pjunder. 
Throughout the long and dreary confine- 





ment, which ensued, in the dungeons of 
Tripoli, Porter never suffered himself for: 
amoment to sink into despondency: but! 
supported the galling indignities and hard-| 


officers was a long dark passage, through. 
which the American sailors, who were em- 
ployed in publie labour, frequently passed 
to different parts of the castle. ‘Their con- 
versation being repeatedly heard as they 
passed to and fro, some one made a small 
hole in the wall to communicate with them. 
For some days a constant intercourse was 
kept up, by sending down notes ticd to a 
string. Some persons, however, indiscreet- 
ly entering into conversation with the sea- 
men, were overheard, and information im- 
mediately carried to the Bashaw. In a 
few minutes the bolts of the prison door 
were heard to fly back with unwonted vio- 
lenee, and Sassi (chief officer of the eastle) 
rushed furiously in. His features were 
distorted, and his voice almost inarticulate 
with passion. He demanded in a vehement 
tone of voice by whom or whose authorit 

the wall had been opened; when Porter 
advanced with a firm step and composed 
countenance, and replied, ‘I alone am re- 


sponsible.” He was abruptly and rudely 


hurried from the prison, and the gates 
were again elosed. ‘This generous self- 
devotion, while it commanded the admira- 
tion of his companions, heightened their 
anxiety for his fate; apprehending some 
act of violence from the impetuous temper 
and absolute power of the Bashaw. Their 
fears, however, were appeased by the re- 
turn of Porter, after considerable deten- 
tion; having been dismissed without any 
further severity through the intercession 


ships of his situation with equanimimity | of the minister Mahomet Dghies, who had 
and even cheerfulness. A seasonable sup |on previous oceasions shown a friendly dis- 


ply of Books served to beguile the hours of 
imprisonment, and enabled him even to 
turn them to advantage. He closely ap- 
plied himself to the study of ancient and 
modern history, biography, the French 


language, and drawing; in which art, so 








useful toa seaman. he has made a conside- 
rable proficient. He also sedulously eulti- 
vated the theory of his profession, and im- 
proved the junior officers by his frequent 
instructions; representing the mancuvres 
of fleets in battle by means of small boards 
ingeniously arranged. He was active in 


promoting any, plan of labour or amuse- | 


ment that could ameliorate the situation or 
dispel the gloomy reflections of his compa- 
nions. By these means eaptivity was rob- 
bed of its heaviest evils. that dull monoto- 
ny that wearies the spirits. and that men- 





tal inactivity that engenders melancholy 
and hypochondria. 

An ineident which oceurred during his 
confinement deserves to be mentioned as 
being highly ereditable to Lieutenant Por- 








ter. Under the rooms occupied by the 








position towards the prisoners. 

It is unnecessary here to dwell on the 
various incidents that occurred in this te- 
dious captivily, ofand the many ingenious 
and adventurous plans of escape, devised 
and altempted by our officers, in all which 
Porter took an active and prominent part. 
When peace was at length made, and they 
were restored to light and liberty, he em- 
barked with his companions for Syracuse, 
where a court of enquiry was held on the 
loss of the Philadelphia. After an honor- 
able acquittal he was appointed to the 
eommand of the United States Brig Enter- 
prise, and soon after he was ordered by 
Commodore Rodgers to proceed to Tripoli, 
with permission to eruise along the shore 
of Bengazi, and to visit the ruins of Leptis 
Magna, anciently a Roman colony: He was 
accompanied in this expedition by some of 
his friends, and after a short and pleasant 
passage, anchored near the latter place. 
They passed three days in wandering 
among the mouldering remains of Roman 
taste and grandeur; and excavated in such 
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places as seemed to promise a reward for 
their researches. A number of ancient 
coins and caineos were found, and among 
other curiosities, were two statues in tole- 
rable preservation: the one a warrior, the 
other a female figure, of beautiful white 
marble, and excellent workmanship. Verde 
antique pillars, of large size, formed of a 
single piece, and unbroken, were scattered 
along the shores, Near the harbor stood 
a lofty and elegant buildingof which Lien- 
tenant Porter took a drawing: from its sit- 
uation and form it was supposed to have 
been a Pharos. The awning under which 
the party dined was spread on the site, and 
among the fallen columns of a temple of 
Jupiter, and a zest was given to the re- 
past, by the classical ideas awakened by 
surrounding objects. 

While in command of the Enterprise. 
and at anchor in the port of Malta. an 
English sailor came alongside and insulted 
the officers and crew by abusive language; 
Captain Porter overhearing the seurrilous 
epithets he vociferated ordered a boat- 
swain’s mate to scize him and give hima 
flogging at the gaugway. ‘This well mer- 
ited chastisement exeited the indignation 
of the Governor of Malta, who considered 
it a daring ontrage, and gave orders that 
the forts should not permit the Enterprise 
to depart. No sooner was Captain Porter 
informed of it, than he got his vessel ready 
for action, weighed anchor, and with light- 
ed matehes and every man at his station. 


with the avowed determination of firing! 


upon the town if attacked, sailed between 
the batteries and departed unmolested. 
Shortly afier this occurrence, in passing 
through the Straits of Gibraltar, he was 
attacked by twelve Spanish gun-boats, 


who either mistook, or pretended to mis- | 


take his vessel for a British brig. ‘The 
calmness of the weather, the weight of 
their metal, and the acknowledged aceu- 
racy of their aim, made the odds greatly 
against him. As soon, however, as he 
was able to pear them, they were assailed 
with such rapid and well direeted volleys 
as quickly compelied them to shear off 
This affair took place in sight of Gibral- 
tar, and in presence of several ships of the 
British navy; it was. therefore, a matter 
of notoriety, and spoken of in terms of the 
highest applause. 

After an absence of five years passed 
in unremitted and arduous service, Cap- 
tain Porter returned to the United States, 
and shortly after was married to Miss An- 
derson, daughter of the member of Con- 
gress of that name from Pennsylvania. 


| 





| 


| 


Being appointed to the command of the | packet Nocton, and after taking out of her 


‘them. 


fotilla, on the New Orleans station, he 
discharged, with faithfulness snd activity, 
the irksome duty of enforcing the embargo 
and non-intercourse laws. He likewise 
performed an important service to his 
country, by ferreting out and capturing @ 
pirate, a native of France, who, ina small 
well-armed schooner, had for some time In- 
fested the Chesapeake: and who, growing 
holder by impunity, had committed many 
acts of depredations, until his maraudings 
became so serious as to attract the atten- 
tion of government. 

While commanding on the Orleans sta- 
tion; the father of Captain Porter died, an 
officer under his command. He had lived 
to see the wish of his heart fulfilled, in 
beholding his son a skilful and enterpris- 
ing sailor, rising rapidly in his profession 
and in the estimation of his country. 

The climate of New Orleans disagree- 
ing with the health of Captain Porter and 
his family, he solicited to be ordered to 
some other station, and was, accordingly, 
appointed to the command of the Essex 
frigate, at Norfolk. 

At the time of the declaration of war 
against England, the Essex was undergo- 
ing repairs at New York, and the celerity 
with which she was fitted for sea reflected 
vreat eredit on her commander, On the 
3d of July, 1812, he sailed from Sandy 
Hook ona cruise, which was not marked by 
any incident of consequence, excepting the 
capture of the British sloop of war Alert, 
Captain Laugharne. Either undervaluing 
the untried prowess of our tars, or mistak- 
ing the force of the Essex, she ran down 


on her weather quarter, gave three cheers 


and commenced an action. Ina few mi- 
nutes she struck her eolors, being cut to 
pieces, with three men wounded; and seven 
feet water in her hold. To releive himself 
from the great number of prisoners, taken 
in this and former prizes, Captain Porter 
made a eartel of the Alert, with orders to 
proceed to St. Johns, Newfoundland, and 
thenee to New York. She arrived safe, 
being the first ship of war taken from the 
enemy, and her flag the first British flag 
sent to the seat of government during the 
present war. 

Having returned to the United States 
and refitted, he again proceeded to sea, 
from the Delaware, on the 27th of Octo- 
ber, 1812, and repaired agreeably to in- 
structions from Commodore Bainbridge, to 
the coast of Brazil, where different places 
of rendezvous had been arranged between 
In the course of his cruise on this 
coast, he captured his Britannic majesty’s 
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about 11,000 pounds sterling in specie, or- 
dered her for America. Hearing of Com- 
modore Bainbridge’s victorious action with 
the Java, which would oblige him to re- 
turn to port, and of the eapture of the 
Hornet by the Montague, and learning that 
there was a considerable augmentation of 
British force on the coast, and several 
ships in parsuit of him, he abandoned his 
hazardous cruising ground, and stretched 
away to the southward. scouring the coast 
as far as Rio de la Plata. From thence he 
shaped his course for the Pacific Oeean, 
and, after suffering greatly from want of 
provisions, and heavy gales off Cape Horn, 
arrived at Valparaiso, on the 414th of 
March, 1613. Having victualled his ship, 
he ran down the east of Chili and Peru, 
and fell in with a Peruvian corsair, having 
on board twenty-four Americans as prison- 
ers, the crews of two w haling ships, which 
she had taken on the coast of Chili. The 
Peruvian captain justified his conduet on 
the plea of being an ally of Great Britain, 
and the expectation likewise of a speedy 
war between Spain and the United States. 
Finding him resolved to persist in similar 
aggressions, Captain Porter threw all his 
guns and ammunition into the sea, liberat- 
ed the Americans, and wrote a respectful 
Jetter to the viceroy explaining his reasons 
for so doing, which he delivered to the ca 
tain. He then proceeded to Lima, and luck 
ily recaptured one of the American venseis 
as she was entering the port. 

After this he eruised for several months 
in the Pacific, inflicting immense injury on 
the British commerce in those waters. He 
was particularly destructive to the ship- 
ping employed in the spermaceti whale 
fishery. A great number with valuable |s 
cargoes were captured; two were given up 
to the prisoners; three sent to Valparaiso 
and laid up; three sent to America; one of 
them he retained asa store ship, and an- 
other he equipped with twenty suns, talled 
her the Essex junior, and gave the com- 
mand of her to Lieutenant Denies, Most 
of these ships mounted several guns, and 


had numerous crews: and as several of 


them were captured by boats or by prizes, 
the officers and men of the Essex had fre. 
quent opportunities of showing their skill 


- and courage, and of acquiring experience 


and confidence in naval conflict. 

Having now a little squadron under his 
command, Captain Porter became a com- 
plete terror in those seas. As his numer- 
ous prizes supplied him abundantly with 
provisions, clothing, medicine, and naval 
stores of every description, he was enabled 








for along time to keep the sea, without 
sickness or inconvenience to his crew; liv- 
ing entirely on the enemy, and being ena- 
bled to make considerable advances of pay 
to his officers and crew without drawing on 
government. The unexampled devastation 
achieved by his daring enterprises, not 
only spread alarm throughout the ports of 
the Pacifie, but even oceasioned great un- 
easiness in Great Britain. ‘The merchants 
who had any property afloat in this quar- 
ter, trembled with apprehensions for its 
fate; the underwriters groaned at the eat- 
alogue of captures brought by every ad- 
vice, while the pride of the nation was 
sorely incensed at beholding a single fri- 
gate Jording it over the Pacific, roving 
about the ocean in saucy defiance of their 
thousand ships; revelling in the spoils of 
boundless wealth, and almost banishing 
the British flag from those regions, w here 
it had so long waved proudly predomi- 
nant, 

Numerous ships were sent out to the 
Pacifie in pursuit of him: others were or- 
dered to cruise in the China seas, off New 

Zealand, Timor and New Holland, and a 
frigate sent to the River La Plata. The 
manner in which Captain Porter cruised, 
however, completely bafiled pursuit. Keep- 
ing in the open seas, or lurking among the 
Inumerous barren and desolate islands that 
-| form the Gallipagos groupe, and never 


touching on the Amerieat coast. he Jeft no 


traces by which he could be followed: ru- 
mour, while it magnified his exploits, 
threw his pursuers at fault; they were dis- 
tracted by vague aecounts of captures 
made at different places, and of tris ates 
supposed to be the Essex hovering at the 
same time off different coasts and haunt- 
ing different islands. 

Yn the mean while Porter though wrap- 
ped in mystery and uncertainty *himse If, 
yet received ‘frequent and aecurate ae- 
counts of his enemies, from the various 
prizes which he had taken. Lieutenant 
Downes, also, who had convoyed the pri- 
zes to Valparaiso, on his return, brought 
advices of the expec eted arrival of Com- 
modore Hiliyar in the Phoebe frigate rat- 
ing thirty-six guns accompanied by two 
sloops of war. Glutted with spoil and 
havoe, and sated with the easy and inglo- 
rious captures of merechantmen, Captain 
Porter now felt eager for ap opportunity 
to meet the enemy on equal terms, and to 
signalize his eruise by some brilliant 
achievement. Having been nearly a year 
at sea, he found that his ship would re- 
quire some repairs, to enable her to face 
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the foe; he repaired, therefore, accompa- 
nied by several of his prizes, to the Island 
of Nooaheevah, one of the Wasington 
groupe, discovered by a Captain Ingraham 
of Boston. Here he landed, took formal 
possession of the island in the name of the 
government of the United States, and gave 
it the name of Madison’s Island. He 
found it large, populous and _ fertile, 
abounding with the neeessaries of life; the 
natives in the vicinity of the harbour 
which he had chosen received him in the 
most friendly manner, and supplied him 
with abundance of provisions. During 
his stay at this place he had several en- 
counters with some hostile tribes on the 
island, whom he succeeded in reducing to 
subjection. Having calked and complete- 
ly overhaled the ship. made for her a new 
set of water casks, and taken on board 
from the prizes provisions and stores for 
upwards of four months, he sailed for the 
coast of Chili on the 12th December, 
1813. Previous to sailing he secured the 
three prizes which had accompanied him, 
under the guns of a battery erected for 
their protection, and left them in charge 
of Lieutenant Gamble of the marines and 
twenty-one men, with orders to proceed to 
Valparaiso after a certain period. 

After cruising on the coast of Chili 
without success, he proceeded to Val- 
paraiso, in hopes of falling in with Com- 
modore Hillyar, or, if disappuinted in this 
wish, of capturing some merchant ships 
said to be expected from England. While 
at anchor at this port Commodore Hillyar 
arrived, having long been searching in 
vain for the Essex,and almost despairing | 
of ever meeting with her. Contrary to 
the expectations of Captain Porter, how- 
ever, Commodore Hillyar, beside his own 
frigate, superior in itself to the Essex. 





was accompanied by the Cherub sloop of 
war, strongly armed and manned. These 
ships, having been sent out expressly to. 
seek for the Essex, were in prime order 
and equipment, with picked crews, and 
hoisted flags bearing the motte “God and 
country, British sailors’ best rights: trai- 
tors offend both.” his was in opposition 
to Porter’s motto of “Free trade and sai- 
lors’ rights,” and the latter part of it sug- 
gested doubtless, by error industriously 
cherished, that our erews are chiefly eom- 
posed of English seamen. In reply to 
this motto Porter hoisted at his mizen, 
“God, our country, and liberty: tyrants of-| 
fend them.” On entering the harbour the 
Pheebe fel] foul of the Essex in such man- 
ner as to Jay her at the merey of Captain 
Porter; out of respect, however, to the 








neutrality of the port, he did not take ad- 
vantage of her exposed situation. This 
forbearance was afterwards acknowledged 
by Commodore Hillyar, and he passed his 
word of hononr to observe like conduct 
while they remained in port. They con- 
tinued therefore, while in harbour and on 
shore, in the mutual exchange of courte- 
sies and kindoffices that should character- 
ize the private intercourse between civiliz- 
ed and generous enemies. And the crews 
of the respective ships often mingled to- 
gether and passed nautical jokes and plea- 
santries from one to the other. 

On getting their provisions on board the 
Phebe and Cherub went off the port, 
where they cruised for six weeks, rigorous- 
ly blockading Captain Porter. Their unit- 
ed force amounted to 81 guns and 500 men, 
in addition to which they took on board 
the crew of an English letter of marque 
lying in port. The force of the Essex 
consisted of but 46 guns, all of which, ex- 
cepting six long twelves, were 32 pound 
carronades, only serviceble in close fight- 
ing. Her crew, having been much redue- 
ed by the manning of prizes, amounting 
to but 255 men. “The Fssex junior being 


/only intended as a storeship, mounted ten 


18 pound carronades and ten short sixes 
with a complement of only 60 men. 

This vast superiority of force on the 
part of the enemy prevented all chance of 
encounter, on any thing like equal terms, 
unless by express covenant between the 
commanders. Captain Porter, therefore, 
endeavoured repeatedly to provoke a chal- 
lenge, (the inferiority of his frigate to the 
Phebe not justifying him in making the 
challenge himself,) but without effect. He 
tried frequently also to bring the Phebe 
into single action; but this Commodore 
Hillyar warily avoided, and always Kept 
his ships so close together as to frustrate 
Captain Porter’s attempts. ‘This conduct 
of Commodore Hillyar has been sneered 
at by many, as unworthy a brave officer: 
but it should be considered that he had 
more important objects to effect than the 
mere exhibition of individual or national 
prowess. His instructions were to crush a 
noxious foe. destruetive to the commerce 
of his country; he was furnished with a 
force competent to this duty; and having 
the enemy once within his power, he had 
no right to wave his superiority, and by 
meeting him on equal footing, give him a 
ehance to conquer, and continue his work 
of destruetion, 

Finding it impossible to bring the enemy 
to equal combat; and fearing the arrival 
of additional force, which he understood 
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was on the way, Captain Porter determin- 
ed to put to sea the first opportunity that 
should present. A rendezvous was ac- 
cordingly appointed for the Essex junior, 
and having aseertained by repeated trials 
that the Essex was a superiour sailer to 
either of the blockading ships, it was 
agreed that she should let the enemy chase 
her off; thereby giving the Essex junior an 
opportunity of escaping. 

On the next day, the 28th March, the 
wind came on to blow fresh from the south- 
ward, and the Essex parted her larboard 
eable and dragged her starboard anchor 
directly out to sea. Not a moment was 
Jost in getting sail on the ship; but per- 
ceiving that the enemy was close in with 
the point forming the west side of the bay, 
and that there was a possibility of passing 
to windward, and escaping to sea by supe- 
rior sailing, Captain Porter resolved to 
hazard the attempt. He accordingly took 
in his top gallant sails and braced up for 
the purpose, but most unfortunately on 
rounding the point a heavy squall struek 
the ship and carried away her main top 
mast, precipitating the men who were aloft 
into the sea, who were drowned. Both 
ships now gave chase, and the crippled 
state of his ship left Porter no alternative 
but to endeavour to regain the port. Find- 
ing it impossible to get back to the com- 
mon anchorage, he ran close into a small 
bay about three quarters of a mile to lee- 
ward of the battery, on the east of the 
harbour, and let go his anchor within pis- 
tol shot of the shore. Supposing the ene- 
my would, as formerly, respect the neu- 
trality of the place, he considered himself) 
secure, and thought only of repairing the 
damages he had sustained. The wary 
and menacing approach of the hostile 
ships, however, displaying their motto 
flags and having jacks at all their masts’ 
heads, soon showed him the real danger of 
his situation. With all possible despatch 
he got his ship ready for action, and en- 
deavoured to get a spring on his cable, but 
had not succeeded, when, at 54 minutes 
past 3 P. M. the enemy commenced the 
attack. 

At first the Phcebe lay herself under his 
stern and the Cherub on his starboard bow; 
but the latter soon finding herself exposed 
to a hot fire, bore up and ran under his 
stern also, where both ships kept up a se- 
vere and raking fire. Captain Porter sue- 
ceeded three different times in getting 
springs on his cables, for the purpose of 
bringing his broadside to bear on the ene- 


| 


He was obliged, therefore, to rely for des 
fence against this tremendous attack mere- 
ly oh three long twelve pounders, which 
he had run out of the stern ports; and 
whieh were worked with such bravery and 
skill as in half an hour to do great injury to 
both the enemy’s ships and induce them to 
hale offand repair damages. It was evi- 
dently the intention of Commodore Hillyar 
to risk nothing from the dartng courage of 
his antagonist, but to the Essex at as cheap 
a rate as possible. All his manceuvres 
were deliberate and wary; he saw his an- 
tagonist completely at his merey, and pre- 
pared to cut him up in the safest and su- 
rest manner. In the mean time the situa- 
tion of the Essex was galling and provok- 
ing in the extreme; crippled and shattered, 
with many killed and wounded, she lay 
awaiting the convenience of the enemy, to 
renew the seene of slaughter, with scarce 
a hope of escape or revenge. Her brave 
crew, however, in place of being dishear- 
tened, were aroused to desperation, and by 
hoisting ensigns in their rigging and jacks 
in different parts of the ship, evinced their 
defianee and determination to hold out to 
the last. 3 

The enemy having repaired his dama- 
ges, now placed himself with both his ships 
on the starboard quarter of the Essex, 
out of reach of her earronades, and where 
her stern guns eould not be bronght to 
bear. Here he kept up a most destructive 
fire, which it was not in Captain Porter’s 
power to return; the latter, therefore saw 
no hope of injuring him without getting 
under way and becoming the assailant. 
From the mangled state of his rigging he 
could set noother sail than the flying jib; 
this he eaused to be hoisted, cut his cable, 
and ran down on both ships, with an inten- 
tion of laying the Phaebe on board 

For a short time he was enabled to close 
with the enemy, and the firing on both 
sides was tremendous. ‘The decks of the 
Essex were strewed with dead, and her 
cockpit filled with wounded; she had been 
several times on fire, and was in fact a 
perfect wreck; still a feeble hope sprung 
up that she might be saved, in consequence 
of the Cherub being compelled to hale off 
by her crippled state; she did not return to 
close action again, but keptupa distant 
firing with her long guns. ‘The disabled 
state of the Essex. however, did not per- 
mit her to take advantage of this cireum- 
stance; for want of sail she was unable to 
keep at close quarters with the Pheebe, 
who, edging off, chose the distance which 
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havoe among our crew. Many of the guns was on fire both forward and aft; the flames 


of the Essex were rendered useless, and. 


many had their whole crews destroyed: 
they were manned from those that were 


disabled, and one gun in particular was. 
three times manned; fifteen men were slain 


at it in the course of the action, though the 
captain of it escaped with only a slight 
wound. Captain Porter now gave up all 
hope of closing with the enemy, but find- 
ing the wind favourable, determined to run 
his ship on shore, land the crew, and des- 
troy her. He had approached within mus- 
ket shot of the shore, and had every pros- 
ect of sueceeding, when in an instant the 
wind shifted from the land and drove her 
down upon the Phebe, exposing her again 
toa dreadful raking fire. The ship was 
now totally unmanageable; yet as her head 
was toward the enemy, and he to leeward, 
Captain Porter again perceived a faint 
hope of boarding. At this moment Lieu- 
tenant Downs of the Essex junior came on 
board toreceive orders,expeciing that Cap- 
tain Porter would soon be a_prisoncr. 
His services could be of no avail in the 
deplorable state of the Essex, and finding 
from the enemy’s putting his helm up, 
that the last attempt at boarding would 
not succeed, Captain Porter directed him, 
after he had been ten minutes on board, to 
return to his own ship, to be prepared for 
defending and destroying her in case of 
attack. He took with him several of the 
wounded, leaving three of his boat’s crew 
on board to make room for them. ‘The 
Cierub kept up a hot fire on him during 
his return. ‘The slaughter on board of the 
Essex now became horrible, the enemy 
continued to rake her, while she was una- 
ble to bring a gun to bearin return. Still 
her commander, with an ebstinacy that 
bordered on desperation. persisted in the 
unequal and almost hopeless conflict. Eve- 
ry expedient that a fertile and inventive 
mind could suggest was resorted to. in the 
forlorn hope that they might yet be ena- 
bled by some lucky chance to escape from 
the grasp of the toe. A hawser was bent 
to the sheet anchor, and the anchor cut 
from the bows, to bring the ship’s head 
round. This suceeeded; the broadside of 
the Essex was again brought to bear; and 
as the enemy was much erippled and una- 
ble to hold his own, Captain Porter 
thought she might drift out of gunshot be- 
fore she discovered that he had anchored 
The hawser, however, unfortunately part- 
ed, and with it failed the last lingering, 
hope of the Essex. The ship had taken| 
fire several times during the action, but at 
this moment her situation was awful. She | 








were bursting up each hatchway; a large 
quantity of powder below exploded, and 
word was given that the fire was near the 
magazine. ‘Thus surrounded by horrors, 
without any chance of saving the ship, 
Captain Porter turned his attention to res- 
cuing as many of his brave companions as 
possible. Finding his distance from the 
shore did not exceed three quarters of a 
mile, he hoped many would be able to 
save themselves should the ship blow up. 
His boats had been cut to pieces by the 
enemies’ shot, but he advised such as could 
swim to jump overboard and make for 
shore. Some reached it—some were tak- 
en by the enemy, and some perished in the 
attempt; but most of this loyal and gallant 
crew preferred sharing the fate of their 
ship and their commander. 

‘Those who remained on board now en- 
deavoured to extinguish the flames, and 
having suceeeded, went again to the guns 
aud kept up a firing for a few minutes; 
but the crew had by this time become so 
weakened that all further resistance was 
in vain. Captain Porter summoned a con- 
sultation of the officers of divisions, but 
was surprised to find only acting Lieute- 
nant Stephen Decatur M‘Knight remain- 
ing; of the others some had been killed, 
others knocked overboard, and others ecar- 
ried below disabled by severe wounds.— 
The accounts from every part of the ship 
were deplorable in the extreme; repre- 
senting her in the most shattered and crip- 
pled condition, in imminent danger of sink- 
ing, and so crowded with the wounded that 
even the birth deck could contain no more, 
and many were killed while under the sur- 
geon’s hands. Inthe mean while the ene- 
my, in consequence of the smoothness of 
the water and his seeure distance, was en- 
abled to keep up a deliberate and constant 
fire, aiming with coolness and certainty as 
if firing at a target, and hitting the hull 
atevery shot. At length, utterly despair- 
ing of saving the ship, Captain Porter 
was compelled, at 20 minutes past 6 P. M. 
to give the painful order to strike the co- 
lours. It is probable that the enemy did 
not pereeive that the ship had surrender- 
ed, for ke continued firing; several men 
were killed and wounded in different parts 
of the ship, and Captain Porter thinking 
he intended to show no quarter, was about 
to reboist his flag and to fight until he 
sunk, when the enemy desisted his attack 
ten minutes after the surrender. 

The foregoing account of this battle is 
taken almost verbatim from the letter of 
Captain Perter to the secretary of the na- 
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vy. Making every allowance for its being 
a partial statement, this must certainly 
have been one of the most sangninary and 
obstinately contested actions on naval re- 
cord, ‘The loss of the Essex is a suflicient 
testimony of the desperate bravery with 
which she was defended. Out of 255 men 
which comprised her erew, fifty-eight were 
killed; thirty-nine wounded severely; twen- 
ty-seven slightly, and thirty-one missing, 
making in all 154. She was completely 
cut to pieces, and so covered with the dead 
and dying, with mangled limbs, with brains 
and blood, and all the ghastly images of 
pain and death, that the officer who came 
on board to take possession of her, though 
accustomed to scenes of slaughte«, was 
struck with sickening horror, and fainted 
at the shocking spectacle. 

Thousands of the inhabitants of Valpa- 
raiso were spectators of the battle, cover- 
ing the neighboring heights: for it was 
fought so near the shore that some of the 
shot even struck among the citizens, who, 
in the eagerness of their curiosity, had 
ventured down upon the beach. ‘Touched 
by the forlorn situation of the Essex, and 
filled with admiration at the unflagging 
spirit and persevering bravery of her com- 
inander and crew, a generous anxiety ran 
throughout the multitude for their fate: 
bursts of delight arose when, by any vicis- 
situde of battle, or prompt expedient, a 
chance seemed to turn up in their favour; 
and the eager spectators were seen to 
wring their hands, and uttered groans 
of sympathy, when the transient hope was 
defeated, and the gallant little frigate 
once more became an unresisting object of 
deliberate slaughter. 

It is needless to mention particularly 
the many instances of individual-_ volour 
and magnanimity among both the officers 
and common sailors of the Essex: their 
general conduct bears ample testimony to 
their heroism; and it will hereafter be a 
sufficient distinction for any man to prove 
that he was present in that battle. Every 
action that we have fought at sea has gone 
to destroy some envious shade which the 
enemy has attempted to cast on our rising 
reputation. After the affair of the Argus 
and the Pelican, it was asserted that our 
sailors were brave only while successful 
and unhurt, but that the sight of slaugh- 
ter filled them with dismay. In this baitle 


it has been proved that they are capable 
of the highest exereise of courage—that 
of standing unmoved among incessant ear- 
nage, without being able to return a shot, 
and destitute of a hope of ultimate success. 

Thaugh, from the distance and posi- 








tions which the enemy chose, this battle 
was chiefly fought on our part by six 
twelve pounders only, yet great damage 
was done to the assailing ships. ‘Their 
masts and yards were badly crippled, 
their hulis much cut up; the Phebe, es- 
pecially, received 18 twelve pound shot 


‘below her water line, some three feet under 


water. Their loss in killed and wounded 
was not ascertained, but must have been 
severe; the first lieutenant of the Phebe 
was killed, and Captain Tucker, of the 
Cherub, was severely wounded. It was 
with some difficulty that the Phebe and 
the Essex could be kept afloat until they 
anchored the next morning in the port of 
Valparaiso. 

Much indignation has been expressed 
against Commodore Hillyar for his viola- 
tion of the laws of nations, and of his pri- 
vate agreement with Captain Porter, by 
attacking him in the neutral waters of 
Valparaiso; waiving all discussions of 
these points, it may barely be observed, 
that his cautious attack with a vastly su- 
perior force, on a crippled siiip, which, re- 
lying on his forbearance, had placed her- 
self in a most defenceless situation, and 
which for six weeks previous had offered 
him fair fight, on advantageous terms, 
though it may reflect great credit on his 
prudence, yet certainly furnishes no tri- 
umph to a brave and generous mind.— 
Aware, however, of that delicacy which 
ought to be observed towards the eharac- 
ter even of an enemy, it is not the inten- 
tion of the writer to assail that of Commo- 
dore Hillyar. Indeed, his conduct after 
the battle entitles him to high encomium; 
he showed the greatest humanity to the 
wounded, and, as Captain Porter acknow- 
ledges, endeavored as much as lay in his 
power to alleviate the distresses of war 
by the most generous and delicate deport- 
ment towards both the officers and crew, 
commanding that the property of every 
person should be respected. Captain Por- 
ter and his crew were paroled, and _ per- 
mitted to return tothe United States in 
the Essex Junior, her armament being 
previously taken out. On arriving off the 
port of New York, they were overhauled 
by the Saturn razee, the authority of 
Com. Hillyar to grant a passport was 
questioned, and the kkssex Junior detained. 
Captain Porter then told the bourding offi- 
cer that he gave up his parole, and consi- 
dered himself a prisoner of war, and as 
such should use all means to escape. In 
consequence of this threat the Essex Ju- 
nior was ordered to remain all night 
under the lee of the Saturn, but the next 
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morning Captain Porter put off in his boat, 
though thirty miles from shore; and, not- 
withstanding he was pursued by the Sa- 
turn, effected his escape, and landed safe- 
ly on Long Island. His reception in the 
United States has been such as his great 
services and distinguished valor deserved. 
The various interesting and romantic ru- 
mors that had reached this country con- 
cerning him, during his cruize in the Pa- 
cific, had excited the curiosity of the pub- 
lic to see this modern Sinbad; on arriving 
in New-York his carriage was surrounded 
by the populace, who took out the horses, 
and dragged him, with shouts of aeclama- 
tions, to his lodgings. 

Tie length to which this. article has al- 
ready been extended, notwithstanding the 
brevity with which many interesting eir- 
cumstances have been treated, forbids any 
further remarks on the character and ser- 
vices of Captain Porter. They are suff- 
ciently illustrated in the foregoing summa- 
ry of his eventful life, and particularly in 
the history ef his last eruize, which was 
conducted with wonderful enterprize, fer- 
tility of expedient, consummate seaman- 
ship, and daring courage. In his single 
ship he has inflieted more injury on the 
commerce of the enemy than all the rest 
of the navy put together; not merely by 
actual devastation, but by the general in- 
security and complete interruption which 
he oceasioned to an extensive and invalua- 
ble branch of British trade. His last ae- 
tion, also, though it terminated in the loss 
of his frigate, can scarcely be considered 
as unfortunate, inasmuch as it has given a 
brilliancy to his own reputation, and 
wreathed fresh honors around the name of 
the American sailor. 
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Meriwether Lewis. 


History of the Expedition under the command of Captains, Lewis 
and Clarke, to the sources of the Missouri, Oc. Gc. Prepared far 
the press by Paul Allen, Esq. in two vols. 8vo. Phila. Pr, 


This work, which simply consists of a faithful, minute, and 
comprehensive journal of the expedition of Lewis and Clarke “to 
the sources of the Missouri, thence across the Rocky Mountains, 
and down the river Columbia to the Pacifie Ocean,” performed 
by order of government in 1804, 5, 6,is an important work to our 
country. It haslately come from the press, and is to be feund in 
most of our book-stores. The untimely death of Governor Lew- 
is has prevented the world from receiving the history of the expe- 
dition in that perfect forin which is so desirable; but the present 
work is ptobably the best substitute that will ever be published. 
its value and the importance of the expedition will appear more | 
manifest from the following interesting letter from Mr. Jefferson ' 
to Mr, Allen, containing.as well the life of Governor Lewis, as| 
the instructions to him and the views of the government in sett- | 
ing on foot the expedition. The letter will exalt the illustrious 
étatesman and philosopher in the estimation of mankind. 
Our naval heroes will especially be gratified at the eulogium on 
their splendid deeds at the close of the letter, America will 
now see the egregious deception by which federal writers have 
attempted to circulate and establish a belief that Mr. Jefferson 
was hostile to commerce, as his instructions will shew that the 
expedition was instituted as much to promote the interest of 








commerce, as the arts, sciences, and happiness of the human race. 
Whig. 
SUP. TO VOL. VII. PRICK ONE DOLLAR, 


Life of Captain Lewis. 


3 Monticello, August 18, 1813. 
Sir, 


3 Py , 
In compliance. with the request conveyed in your letter of 
May 25, I have endeavored to obtain from the relations and 
friends of the late Governor Lewis, information of such incidents 
of his life as might be not unaceptable to those who may read the 
narrative of his western discovenes. The o:dinary occurrences of 
a private life, and those also while acting in a suborninate sphere 
in the army, in a time of peace, are not deemed sufficiently iw 
teresting to occupy the public attention; but a general account 
of bis parentage, with such smaller incidents as marked his early 
character are brictly noted; and to these are added, as being pes 
culiarly within my own knowledge, whatever related to the pube 
lic mission, of which an account is now to be published. The re« 
sult of my inquiries and recollections shall now be «ffered, to be 
enlarged or abridged as you may think best; or otherwise to be 
used with the materials you may have collected from others 
sources. 

Meriwether Lewis, late governor of Louisiana, was born on the 
eighteenth of August, 1774, near the town of Chatlortesville, im 
the county of Albemarle, in Virginia, of one of the distinguished 
families of that state. John Lewis, one of his father’s uncles, 
was a member of the king’s council, before the revolution. Ane 
other of them, Fielding Lewis, married a sister of General Wash. 
ington. His father, William Lewis, was the youa of five 
sons of Colonel Robert Lewis of Albemarle, the fourth of whom, 
Charles, was one of the early patriots who stepped forward in 
the commencement of the revolution, and commanded one of the 
regiments first raised in Virginia, and placed on continental estae 
blishment. Happily situaced at home, with a wife and young 
family, and fortune placing him at ease, he left all to aid in the 
liberation ef his countiy from foreign usurpations, then first un- 
masking their ultimate end and aim. His good sense, integrity, 
bravery. enterprise, and rematkable bodily powers, marked him 
as an officer of great promise; but he unfortunately died early in 
the revolution, Nicholas Lewis, the second of his father’s fo 
thers, commanded a regiment of militia in the successful expedi- 
tion of 1776, against the Cherokee Indians: who. seduced by the 
agent of the British government to take up the hatchet aguinst 
us, had committed great havoc on our southern frontier. by mure 
dering and sealping helpless wowen and children, according to 
their cruel and cowardly principles of warfare. The chastisement 
they then received closed the history of their wars, aud prepared 
them for receiving the e‘ements of civilization, which, zealously 
inculeated by the present government of the United States, have 
rendered them an industrious, peaceable. and happy people. This 
member of the family of Lewises, whose bravery was so uses 
fully proved on this occasion, was endeared to all who knew hina 
by his inflexible probity, courteous disposition, benevolent heart 
and engaging modesty and manners. He was the umpire of all 
the private differences of his county—selected always by both par- 
ties. He wasalso the guardian of Meriwether Lewis, of whom 
we are now to speak, and who had lost his father at an early age. 
He continued some years under the fostering care of a tender 
mother, of the respectable family of Meriwethers, of the same 
county; and was remarkable even im infancy for enterprise, bold- 
ness, and discretion. When only eight years of age he habitually 
went out, in the dead of night alone with his dogs, into the forest, 
to hunt the racoorm and opossum, which, seeking their food in the 
night, can then only be taken. In this exercise no seasoi: or cireume 
stance could obstruct his pu"pose—piunging through the winter's 
snows and frozen streams in pursuit of his object. At thirteen 
he was put to the Latin school. and continued at that‘ until 
eighteen. when he returned to his mother, and entered on the 
cares of his farm; having, as well as a younger brother been left 
by his father with a competency for all the correct and comforta- 
ble purposes of a temperate life. His talent for observation 
which had led him to an accurate knowledge of the plants and 
animals of his own country, would have distinguished him as a 
farmer; but, at the age of twenty, yielding to the ardour of youth 
and a passion for more dazzling pursuits, he engaged as a volun- 
teer in the body of militia which were called out by General 
Washington, on oecasion of the diseontents produced by the exe 
cise taxes in the western parts of the United States; and from 
that situation he was removed to the regular service as a lientem 
ant in the line. At twenty-three he was promoted to a captaincy; 
and always attracting the first attention where punctuality and 
fidelity were requisite, he was appointed paymaster to his vegi- 
ment. About this time a circumstance occurred, which, leading 
to the transaction which is the subject of this book, will justify a 
recurrence to its original ideas While I resided at Paris, John 
Ledyard, of Connecticut, arrived there, well known in the U) ited 
States for energy of body and mind. He had aceompanied Cap- 
tain Cook on his voyage to the Pacific Ocean; and distinguished 
himself on that voyage by his intrepidity. Being of a roaming 
dispusition, he was now panting for some new enterprise. Hie 
immediate siged it Paris was to engage a mercantile company 
in the fur-trade of the western coa-t of America, in which, howe 
ever, he failed. I then proposed to him to go by land to Kam. 
schatka, cross in some of the Russian vesscls to Nootka Sound 
fall down into the latitude of the Missouri, and penetrate to, and 
through that to the United States. He eagerly seized the idea, 
and only asked to be assured of the permission of the Kussian 
government. I interested, in obtaining that, M. de Simouilin, 
minister plenipotentiary of the empress at Paris, but more espe. 
cially the baron de Grimm, minister plenipotentiary of Saxee 


| Gotha, her more special agent and correspondent there im matters 
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not immediately diplomatic. Her permission was obtained and 
a» assurance of protection while the course of the voyage should 
be through her territories. Ledyard set out from Paris, and ar- 
rived at St. ae after the empress had left that place to. 
poss the winter, I think, at Moscow. His finances not permit) 
ting him to make unnecessary stay at St. Petersburgh, he left it | 
with a passport from one of the ministers; and at two hundred | 
miles from Kamschatka, was obliged to take up his winter quar. 
ters. He was preparing, in the spring, to resume his journey, 
when he was arrested by an officer of the empress, who by this 
tine had changed her mind, and forbidden his proceeding. He 

Was put into a Close carriage, and conveyed, day and wight, with . 
out ever stopping till they reached Poland; where he was set 

down and left to himself. ‘Uhe fatigue of this journey broke 

down his constitution; and when he returned to Paris his bodily 

health was much impaired. His mind, however, remained firm, 

and he atter this undertook the journey to Egypt. I received a 

letter from him, full of sanguine hopes, dated at Cairo, the fif- 

teenth of November, 1788, the day before he was to set out for 

the head of the Nile; on which day, however. he ended his career 

and lite: aud thus failed the first attempt to explore the western 

part of our northern continent. ; : : 

In 1792, | proposed to the American Philosophical Society 
that we should set on fuot a subscription to engage some compe- 
tent person to ex Se that region in the opposite direction; that 
is by ascending the Missouri, crossing the Stony mountains, and 
descending the nearest river to the Pacific. Captain Lewis being 
then stationed at Charlottesville, o the recruiting service, watim- 
ly solicited me to obtain for him the exeeution of that object. I 
told him it was proposed that the person engaged should be at- 
tended by a single companion only, to avoid ea citing alarm among 
the Indians. This did not deter him; but Mr. Audre Michaus 
a professed botanist, author of the Ilora Boreali-Americana and 
of the Histoire des Chesnes d’Amerique, offering his services, 
they were accepted. He received his instructions, and when he 
had reached Kentucky in the prosecution of his journey, he was 
overtaken by ancrder from the minister ot France then at Phila 
delphia, to relinquish the expedition, and to pursue elsewhere the 
butanical inquiries on which he was employed by that govern- 
ment: and thus failed the second attempt for exploring that re- 

jon. 

In 1803, the act for establishing trading houses with the Indian 
tribes being about to expire, some modifications of it were recom. 
mended to Congress, by a confidential message of January 15th, 
and an extension of its views to the Indiauson the Missouri. In 
order to prepare the way, the message proposed the sending au ex- 

Joring party to trace the Missouri toits source, to cross the High- 
finds, and follow the best water communication which offered it- 
self, from thence to the Pacific ocean. Congress approved the pro- 
position, and yoted a sum of money for carryiig 1t Into execution. 
Capt. Lewis, who had then been near two years with me as private 
secretary, immedi. tely renewed bis sulicitations to have the diree- 
tion of the party, I had now had opportunities of Knowing him 
intimately. Of courage undaunted; possessing a firmness and 

rseverance of purpose which nothing but impossibiiities could 
Sivett from its direction; careful as a father of those committed 
to his charge, yet steady in the maintenance of order and discip- 
line; intimate with the Indian character, customs, and principles; 
habituated to the hunting life; guarded, by exact obseivation of 
the vegetables and animals of his own country, against losing 
time in the description of objects already possessed; honest, dis- 
interested liberal, of sound understanding. and a fidelity to truth 
so scrupulous, that whatever he should report would be as certain 
as if see: by ourselves; with all these quahfications, as if selected 
and implauted by nature in one body for this express purpose, 1 
could have no hesitation in confiding the enterprise te him. ‘Lo 
fill up the measure desired, he wanted nothing but a greater fa- 
miliarity with the technical langu ge of the natural sciences, and 
readiness in the astronomical observations necessary tor the geo- 
graphy of his route. To acquire these he repaired imsuediately 
to Philadelphia and placed himself under the tutorage of the 
distinguished professors of that place, who witha zeal and emu- 
lation, enkindled by an ardent devotion to science, Communicated 
so bim freely the information requisite tor the purposes of the 
journey. While attending too, at Lancaster, the fabrication of 
the arms with which he chose that his men should be provided, 
he had the benefit of daily commumieation with Mr. Andrew El- 
licot, whose experience in astronomical observation, and practice 
of it in the woods. enabled him to apprise Captain Lewis of the 
wants and difficulties he would encounter, and of the substitutes 
and resources offered by a woodland and uninhabited country. 

Deeming it necessary he should have some person with hiin of 
known competence to the direction of the enterprise, in the event 
of accident to himself, he propused William Clarke, brother of 
General George Rogers Clarke, whe was approved of, and with 
that view, received a commission of captain. 

In April, 1803, a draft of his instructions was sent to Captain 
Lewis, and on the twentieth of June they were signed in the fol- 
lowing forin: 

_*To Meriwether Lewis, esquire, captain of the first regiment 
of infantry of the United Statesof America. 

“Your situation as secretary of the President of the United 
States. has made you acquainted with the objeets of my confiden- 
tial message of January 18, 1803, t the legislature; you have 
seen the act they passed. which though expressed in general 
terms, Was ineant to sanction those objects, and you are appoint- 
ed to carry them into execution. 

*Instrumepts for mena ome by celestial observation, the geo- 
graphy of the country through which you will pass, have been 


already provided. Light arucles for barter and presents among 


men, buats, tents, and other travelling apparatus, with ammuni- 
tion, medicine, surgical instruments, and provisions, you will have 
prepared with such aids as the secretary at war can yield in his 
department; and from him also you will receive authority to en. 


gage among our woups, by voluutary agreement the number of 


attendants above mentioned; over whom you, as their command. 
ing officer, are invested with all the powers the laws give in such 
a case. 

“As your movements, while within the limits of the United 
States, will be better directed by occasional communieations adapt- 
ed to circumstances, as they arise, they will not be noticed here. 
What fillows will respect your proceedings after your departure 
from the United States. 

“Your mission has been communicated to the ministers here 
from France, Spain, and Great Britain, and through them to their 
governments: and such assurances given them as to its objects, as 
we trust will satisfy them. ‘The country of Louisiana having 
been ceded by Spain to France, the passport you have from the 
minister of France, the representative of the present sovereign of 
the country, will be a protection with all its subjects; and that 
from the minister of England will entitle you to the friendly aid 
of any traders of that allegiance with whom you may happen te 
meet. 

“fhe object of your mission is to explore the Missouri river, 
and such panes streams of it, as. by its course and commmu-e 
cation with the waters of the Pacific ocean, whether the Colum- 
bia, Orevan, Colorado, or any other river, may offer the most direct 
and praticable water communication across the continent, for the 
purposes of commerce. 

“Beginning at the mouth of the Missouri; you will take obser- 
vations of latitude and longitude, at ail remarkable points on the 
‘aver, and especially at the mouths of rivers, at rapids, at islands, 
and other places and objects distinguished by such natural marks 
wad characters of a durable kind, as that they may with certainty 
be recognized hereafter. The courses of the river between these 
points of observation may be supplied by the compass, the Jog- 
line, aud by time corrected by the observations theinselves. The 
variations of the needle, tov, in different places should be noticed. 

“fhe interesting points of the portage between the heads of 
the Missouri, and ot the water offering the best communication 
with the Paeitie ocean, should also be fixed by observation, and 
the course of that water to the ocean, im the same manner as that 
of the Missouri. 

Your observations are to be taken with great pains avid accu- 
racy; to be entered distinctly and intellicibly for others as 
well as yourself, to comprehend all the elements necessary, with 
the aid of the usual tables, to fix the latitude and longitude of the 
places at which they were taken; and are to be rendered to the 
war Office, for the purpose of having the calculations made cov- 
currently by proper persons within the United States. Several 
copies of these, as weil as other notes, shuuld be made at leisure 
times, and put into the care of the most trusteworthy of your at 
tendants, to guard, by multiplying them, against the accidental 
losses to which they will be exposed.—A further guard would be, 
that one of these copies be on the citicula membranes of the 
paperwbirch, as less liable to injury from damp than commen pa- 
per. 

“The commerce which may be carried on with the people in. 
habiting the line you will pursue, renders a knowledge vf those 
people important. You will therefore endeavor to make yourself 
acquainted, as far as a diligent pursuit of your journey shall ad- 
mit, with the names of the nations and their number, 

“The extent and limits of their possessions; 

* Their relations with other tribes or nations; 

“Their language, traditions, monuments: 

“Vheir ordinary oceupations in agriculture, fishing, hunting, 
war, arts, and implemeuis for these; 

“ their food. clothing, and domestic accommodations; 

“The diseases prevalent among them, and the remedies they 
use; 

“Moral and physical circumstances which distinguish them 
from the tribes we kuow; 

*Peculiavities in their laws, customs and dispositions; 

“And articles of commerce they may need or furnish, and te 
what extent, 

‘And, considering the interest which every nation has in extend. 
ing and strengthening the authority of reason and justice among 
-the people around them, it will be useful to acquire what know- 
ledge you can of the state of morality, religion, and information 
among them; as it may better enable those who may endeavor io 
civilize and instruct them, to adapt measures to the existing no- 
lions and practices of those on whom they are to operate, 

“Other objects worthy of notice will be— 

“The soil and face of the country, its growth and vegetable 
productions, especially thuse not of the United States; 

* The animals of the country generally, and especially those not 
in the United States; 

“The remains and accounts of any which may be deemed rare 
or extinct; 

“fhe mineral productions of every kind, but more particularly 
metals, lime stone, pit-coal,and saltpetre; sulines and mineral 
waters, noting the temperature of the last, and such circumstan. 
ces as may indicate their character; 

“Volcanic appearances; 

“Climate, as characterized by the thermometer, by the propor- 
tion of rainy, cloudy,and clear days; by lightening, hail, snow, 
ice; by the access and recess of frost; by the winds prevailing at 
different seasons; the dates at which particular plants put forth, 
or lose their flower or leaf; times of appearance of particular 
birds, reptiles or insects. ‘ 

“Although your reute will be along the channel of the Missou- 





the Lodians, arms for your attendants, say for trom ten to twelve 
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ri, yet you will endeavor to inform yourself, by inquiry, of the | 


character and extent of the country watered by its branches, and 
especiaily on its southern side. ‘he North river, or Rio Bravo, 
which runs into the gulph of Mexico, and the North river, or 
Rio Colorado, whigh runs into the guiph of California, are un. 
derstood to be the principal static 


ing grounds between the Missouri and them are muuntains o¢ flat 
lands, what are their distance froin the Missouri, the character of 
the intermediate country,and the people inhabiting it, are worthy 
ef particular inquiry. ‘Che northern waters of the Missouri are 
less to be inqnired after, because they have been ascertained to a 
considerable degree, and are still im a course of ascertaininent by 
English traders and travellers; but if you ca: learn avy thing 
evrtain of the most northern source of the Mississipi, and of its 
position relatively to ty the Lake of the Woods, it will be inter- 
esting tous. Some accounts too of the pach of the Canadian 
traders from the Mississippi, at the mouth of the Ouisconsing to 
where it strikes the Missuuri, aud of the suil and rivers im its 
course is desirable. 

In ali your intercourse with the natives, treat them im the most 
friendly and eouciliatory manner which their own conduct will 
adinit; allay all jealousies as to the object of your journey; satisfy 
them of its innocence; make them acquainted with the position, 
extent, character, peaceable and eommercial dispositions of the 
United States; of our wish to be neighborly, friendly, and useful 
to them, and of our disposition toa commercial intercourse with 
them; confer with thein on the points most convenient as mutual, 
emporiums, and the articles of most desirable interchange for 
them and us. If a few of their influential chiefs, within prac- 
ticable distamee, wish to visit us, arrange such a visit with them, 
and furnish them with authority to call on our officers on enter- 
ing the United States, to have them conveyed to this place at the 
public expense. If any of unem should wish to have some of 
their people brought up with us and taught such arts as may be 
useful to them we will] receive, instruct, and take care of them. 
Such 9 mission, whether of influential chiefs, or of young people 
would give some security to yourown party. Carry with you, 
Ssuine matter of the kine-pox;istorm those of them with whom 
you may be of its efficacy as a preservative from the small-pox, 
and instruct and encourage them in the use of it. This may be- 
especially done wherever you winter. 

**As itis impossible for us to foresee in what manner you will 
be received by those people, whether with hospitality or hostility, 
80 is it impossible to prescribe the exact degree of perseverance 
with which you are to pursue your journey. We value too much 
the lives of citizens to offer them to probable destruction. Your 
numbers wil) be sufficient to secure you against the unauthoriz- 
ed opposition of individuals or of small parties; but if a superior 
foree, authorized or not authorized, by a nation, should be array- 
ed against your further passage, and inflexibly determined to ar- 
rest it, you must decline its further pursuit and return. In the 
loss of yourselves we should Jose also the infurmation you will 
bave required. By returning safely with that, you may enable 
us to renew the essay with better calculated means. To your 
own discretion, therefore, must be left the degree of danger you 
may risk, and the pojnt at which you should decline, only saying, 
we wish you to err on the side of your safety, and to bring back 
your party safe, even if it be with less infurmation. 

“As far up the Missouri as the white settlements extend, an 
intercourse will probably be found to exist between them and the 
Spanish posts of St. Louis opposite Cahokia, or St. Genevieve 
opposite Kaskaskia. From stil) further up the river, the traders 
may furnish a conveyanee for letters. Beyond that you may per- 
haps be able to eugage Indians to bring your letters for the 
government to Cahokia, or Kaskaskia, on promising that they 
shall there receive such special compensation as you shall have 
stipulated with them. Avail yourself of these means to commu. 
nicate to us, at seasonable tervals, a copy of your journal, notes 
and observations of every Kind, putting into cypher whatever 
might doinjury if betrayed. 

“Should you reach the Pacific ocean, inform yourself of the 
Circuinstances which may deeide whether the furs of tose parts 
may not be colleeted as advantageously at the head of the Mis- 
sourl (convenient as is supposed to the waters of the Colorado 
aud Oregan or Columbia) as at Nootka Sound, or any other point 
of that coast; and t..at trade be cousequenily can‘ucted through 
the Missouri and United States more beneficially than by the 
eircum-navigation now practised. 

“On your arrival ov that coast, endeavour to learn if their be 
any port within your reach frequented by the sea vessels of any 
nation, and to send two of your trusty peaple back by sea. in such 
way as shall appear practicable, with a copy of your notes; and 
should you be of opinion that the return of your party by the 
way they went will be imminently dangerous, then ship the 
whole, and return by sea, by the way either of Cape Horn, or the 
\Cape of Good Hope, as you shall he able. As you will oe with- 
out money, clothes, or provisions, you must endeavour to use the 
credit of the United Staies to abtain them; for which purpose 
open letters of credit shall be furnished you, authorizing you to 
draw on the executive of the United States, or any of its officers, 
1m aly partof the world, in which draughts can be disposed of, 


and to apply with our recommendations to the consuls, agents, , 


merchants, or citizens of any nation with which we have inter- 


eourse, assuring them, in our name, that any aids they may fur. | 


nish you shall be honorabiy repaid, and on demand. Our consuls, 
Thomas Hewes, at Batavia, in Java, William Buchanan, in the 


Isles of France and Bourbon, and John Elmslie, atthe Cape of’, 


Good Hope, will be able to supply your necessities, by draughts | 
coe ital journals and papers of his westeyn expedition, induecd him here 


‘ 
i 


en Us, 


eading opposite the waters | 
of the Missouri,and running southwardly. Whether the divid-) 


_ “Should you find it safe to return by the way you go, after 
sending two of your party round by sea, or with your whole par 
ty, if no conveyance by sea can be found, do so; making such ob- 

_ Servations On your return as may serve to supply, correct, or con- 

, firm those made on your outward journey. 

“On re-entering the United States and reaching a place of 
safety, discharge any of your attendants who may Sesive and de- 
serve it, procaring for them immediate payment of all arrears of 
pay and clothing which may have iceurred since their departure, 
and assure them that they shall be recommended to the liberality, 
of the legislature for the grant of a soidier’s portion of land 
each, as proposed in my imessage to congress, and repair yourself, 
with your papers, to the seat of government. 

“Yo provide, on the accident of your death, against anarchy, 
dispersion, and the consequent danger to your party, and total 
failure of the enterprise, you are hereby authorized, by any in- 
strument signed and written in your own hand, to name the per 
son among them who shsil sueceed to the command on your de 
cease, and by like imstru;pents to change the nomination, from 
time to time, as further experience of the characters accompany- 
ing you shall poiut out superior fitness; and ail the powers and 
authorities given to yourself are, in the event of your death 
transferred to, and vested in the successor so named, with further 
peace to him and his successors,in like manner to iaine each 
nis successor, Why, on the death of his predecessor, shall be in- 
vested with all the powers and authorities given to yourself, 
Given under my hand at the eity of Washington, this twentieth 


day of June, 1803. 
“THOMAS JEFFERSON, 
“President of the United States of Anirica™ 

While these things were going on here, the country of Louisi- 
ana, lately ceded by Spain to France, had been the subject of ne- 
gotiation at Paris between us and this last power; and had actu- 
ally been transferred to us by treaties, executed at Paris on the 
30th of April. This information, received about the Ist day of 
July, increased infinitely the interest we felt in the expedition, 
and lessened the apprehensions of interruption from other pows 
ers. Every thing in this quarter being now prepared, captain 
Lew s left Washington on the 5th of July, 1803, and proceeded 
'o Pittsburg, where other articles had been ordered to be provid- 
ed for him. Uhe men too were to be selecced from the military 
stations on the Ohio. Delays of preparation, difficulties of nae 
vigation down the Ohio, and other untoward obstructions, re- 
tarded his arrival at Cahokia uvtil the season was so far advane- 
ed as to render it prudent to suspend his entering the Missouri 
before the ice should break up in the succeeding spring. 

From this time his journal, now published, will give the histo- 
ry of his journey to and from the Pacific ocean, uatil his return 
to St. Louis on the 23d of September, 1806. Never did a similar 
event excite more joy through the United States. The humblest 
of their citizens had taken a lively interest in the issue of this 
journey, and looked forward with impatience for the information 
it would furnish. Chetry anxieties too for the safety of the corps 
had been kept ina state of excitement by lugubrious rumours, 
circulated trom time tu time on uncertain authorities, and un 
con'radicted by letters, or other direet information, from the 
time they had Ieft the Mandan towns, on their ascent up the 
river in Aprifof the proceeding year, 1805, until their actual re- 
turn to St. Louis. 

it was the middle of February, 1807, before captain Lewis, 
with his companion captain Clarke, veached the city of Wash- 
ington, where congress was then in session. ‘That body granted 
to the two chiefs and their followers the donation of lands which 
they had been encouraged to expect in reward of their toil and 
dangers. Captain Lewis was suon after appoimted governor of 
Louisiina, and captain Clarke a generai of its militia, and agent 
of the United States for Indian atiairs in that department. 

A considerable time inte. vened befure the guvernor’s arrival at 
St. Louis. He found the territory distracted by feuds and con- 
tentions ainong the officers of the government, and the people 
themselves divided by these into factions and parties. He de 
termincd at once lo take no side with either; but to use every en- 
deaver to coueiliate and harmonize thein. ‘Che even-handed 
justice he adininiste.ed to all soon established a respect for his 
person and authority; and perseverance and time wore down 
animosities, aud reunited the citizens again into one family. 

Governor Lewis had, from early life, been subject to hypo- 
chondriac atfections. It was a constitutional disposition in all 
the nearer brauches of the family of his name, and was more 
immediately inherited by him from his father. ‘They had 
not, however, been so stvong a&to give uneasiness to his fami- 
ly. While he lived with ine in Washington, I observed at times 
sensible depressious of inind: but knowing their constitutional 
source, L estimated their course by what [ had seen in the fans 
ly. During his western expedition, the constant exertion which 

that required of all the faculties of body and mind suspended 
| hese distressing affvetions; but after his establishment at St. 
| Louis in sedentary occupations, they returned upon him with 
‘redoubled vigour, and began seriously to alarm bis friends. He 
| was ina pmoxysm of one of these, when his affairs rendered it 
necessary for him to go to Washington. He proceeded te the 
Chickasaw Bluifs, where he arrived on the sixteenth of Septem- 
ber, 1809, with a view of continuing his journey thence by wa- 
ter. Mr. Neely, agent of the United States with the Ch ckasaw 
Indians, arriving there two days after, found him extremely in- 
disposed, aud betswyluig at times some symptoms of a derangee 
ment of mind. The rumors of a war with England, and appre- 
hensions that he might jose the papers he was bringing on, 
among which were the vouchers of his public accaunts, and the 
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to change his mind, and to take his course by land through the 
Chickasaw country. Although he appeared somewhat relieved, 
Mr. Neely kindly determined to ous, Se watch over him. 
Unfortunately, at their encampment. after having passed the 
‘Tennessee one day’s journey, they lost two horses, which oblig- 
ing Mr. Neely to halt for their recovery. the governor mage 
under a promise to wait for him at the house of the first white 
inhabitant on his road. He stopped at the house of a Mr. Grind- 
er, who not being at home, his wife, alarmed at the symptoms of 
derangement she discovered, gave him up the house and retired 
to rest herself in an out-house. the governor’s and Neely’s ser- 
vants lodging in another. About three o’clock in the night he 
did the deed which plunged his friends into affliction, and de- 
prived his country of one of her most valued citizens, whose 
valour and intelligence would have been now employed in 
avenging the wrongs of his country, and in emulating by land 
the splendid deeds which have honored her arms on the ocean. 
It lost too to the nation the henefit of receiving trom his own 
hand the narrative now offered them of his sufferings and suc- 
eesses, in endeavoring to extend for them the boundaries of 
écience, and to present to their knowledge that vast and fertile 
country, which their sons are destined to fill with acts, with 
science, with freedom and happiness. : 

‘fo this melanaholy close of the life of one, whom posterity 
will declare not to have lived in vain, I have only to add, that 
all the facts I have stated are either known to myself, or commu- 
nicated by his family or others, for whose truth I nave no hesi- 
tation to make myself responsible; and I conclude with tender. 
ing you the assurances of my respect and consideration. 


TH: JEFFERSON. 
Mr. Paul Allen, Philadelphia. 


Gen. Charles Scott, 


Lately deeeased, was, says the Kentucky Reporter, the last Rev- 
olutionary Officer of his grade. The inestimable worth of this 
veteran soldier and patriot is recorded upon materials more dura- 
ble than marble: he will live in the memory of his country as long 
as history or tradition shall hand down to posterity the epoch of 
her liberty. 

He engaged, at the sge of 17,as a common soldier in the war 
which terminated by the peace of 1763. He was soon distinguish- 
ed by his active vigilance aid daring intrepidity.—He rose tu a 
Serjeant, a.id for a considerable time was employed witha small 
party in traversing the western wilds, and procuring intelligence 
of the movements of the French and savages. General, then Colo- 
nel Washington, who commanded the Virginia troops, had him 

romoted towards the close of the war toan Ensigncy. On the 

reaking out of the revolutionary war,and when Governor Dun- 
more fled, he was among the first who raised a Volunteer conipany, 
composed of the most respectable Virginians, and pursued him. He 
distinguished himself at the battle of the Bridge, when Captain 
Fordyce was killed. General Washington, ever the friend of his 
country and of worth, soon procured him the command of a regi- 
ment, in the Virginia continental line; he was always assigned the 
t of honour, being deputed om the most hazardous enterprises, 
and so well did he acquit himself, that he was the favorite disci- 
le of his great master. A proof of this confidence was given in 
Ping employed to conduct the several cainpaigns against the 
Indians from this country. 

It owes him much. It made him Chief Magistrate at an advanc- 
ed age, as a testimony of its gratitude. How well he fulfilled our 
expectations, how true to what he believed our country’s interest, 
no one here isignorant. He retired from office amidst the plau- 
dits of the state; not ul] he had roused her choicest sons, and 
awakened that spirit for the prosecution of the existing war in 
defence of our rights, which has shed a blaze of glory on the world. 
With the firmness of a bero, he had the affections of a child. He 
lived only for his country aud his friends. He died poor, coyered 
with honor. Rea der, look over his life, and go thou and do like 
wise: 





DEATH AND CHARACTER 


OF COLONEL ISAAC HAYNE. 


(From Ramsay's History of the Revolutien in South Carolina.) 


As soon as the American army obtained repossession of the 
eountry, the inhabitants after returning to their furmer allegiance 
resolutely put ali to risk in support of independence. hough 
the British, in the career of their conquests, bud inculeated the 
necessity and propriety of transferring allegiance fiom the van- 
quished to the victor, yet they treated with the utmost severity 
those unfortunate men, when in their power, who, having once 
accepted of British protection acted on those very principles in 
afterwards rejoining their victorious countrymen. 

Among the si tferers on this score, the illustrious Col. Hayne 
stands conspicuous During the siege of Charleston that gentle 
tnan served his country in a corps of military horse. After the ca- 
pitulation, there being mo American army in the State, and the 
prospect of one being both distant and uncertain, no alternative 
was left but exter to abandon his family, and property, or to 
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surrender to the conquerors. This hard dilemma, together with 
weil founded information, that others in similar eireuinstances 
had been paroled to their plantations, weighed with Col. Hayne 
so far as to induce a conclusien that, instead of waiting to be cap- 
tured, it would be both more safe and more honorable to come 
within the British lines and surrender himself a voluntary priso- 
ner. Reports made of his superior intluence and abilities, uni- 
formly exerted in the American cause, operated with the conquer- 
ors to refuse him a parole, though they were in the habit of daily 
granting that re to others of the inhabitants. ‘To his 

reat astonishment he was told, “that he must either become a 
ritish subject, or submit to close confinement.” ‘To be arrest- 
ed and detained in the capital, was to himself not an intolerable 
evil: but to abandon both his family to the small pox, a disease 
then raging in the neighborhood, and which in a short time after 
proved mortal to his wife and two children, and to the insults and 
depredations of the royal army, was too much foi a tender hus- 
band aid fond parent. To acknowledge himself the subject of a 
King whose government he had from principle renounced, was re- 
pugnant to his feesings; but without this he was cut off from every 

rospect of a return to his family. In this embarrassing situation 
1e waited on the author of this history, with a declaration to the 
following effect: “If the British would grant me the indulgence 
which we, in the day of our power, gave their adherents. of re- 
moving my family and property, I would seek an asylum in 
the remotest corner of the United States rather than submit 
to their government; but as they allow no other alternative than 
submission or confinement im the capital, at a distance frum my 
wife and family, at a time when they are in the most pressin 
need for my presence and support. I must for the present yie 
to the demands of the conquerors. I request you to bear in 
mind, that previous to my taking this step. 1 declare, that it is 
coutrary to my inclination, and forced on me by hard neeessity. 
I never wil bear arms against my country. My new masters can 
require no service of me but what is exjoined by the old militia 
law of the province, which substitutes a fine in lieu of personal 
service. That I will pay as the price of my protection. If 
my conduct should be censured by my countrymen, I beg that 
you would remember this conversation and bear witness for me, 
that I do not mean to desert the cause of America.” 

In this state of distress Col. Hayne subscribed to a declaration 
of his allegiance to the King of Great Britain, but not without 
expressly objecting to the clause which required him “with his 
arms to-support the Royal government.” ‘The commandant of 
the garrison, Brigadier General Patterson, and James Simpson, 
Intendant of the British police, assured him that this would never 
be required, and added farther, “that when the regular forces 
could not defend the country without the aid of its inbubitants, it 
would be high time for the Royal army to quit.” 

Having submitted to their government,he readily obtained per 
mission to return to his family. In violation of the special condi- 
tons under which he subseribed the declaration of his allegianee, 
he was repeatedly called on to take arms against his countrymen, 
and was finally threatened with close confinement in case of far 
ther refusal. This open breach of contract, together with the 
inability of the late conquerors to give him that protection which 
was as a compensation for his allegiance, the Americans having 
regained that part of the State in which he resided, induced him, 
to consider himself released from all engagements to the British 
commanders. ‘The inhabitants of the neighborhood, who had also 
revolted, subscribed a petition to Gen. Pickens, praying that Col. 
Hayne might be appointed to the command of the regiment. 
Having resumed his arms, and the tide of conquest being fairly 
turned in the short space of thirteen months after the surrender of 
Charleston, he was sent in the month of July, 1781, with a small 
party toreconmnoitre. They penetrated within seven miles of the 
capital—took General Williamson prisoner, and retreated to the 
head quarters of the regiment. This was the same Williamson, 
who having been an active and useful officer in the militia of 
South-Carolina from the commencement of che war to the sur- 
render of Charleston in May, 1780, became, soon after that 
event, a British subject. Such was the anxiety of the British 
commandant to rescue General Williamson, that ke ordered his 
whole cavalry on this business. Col. Hayne unfortunately fell 
in to their hands. ihough he had conducted himself peaceably 
while under the British government, and had injured no man 
yet for having resumed his arms, for accepting British protection, 
he was, when brought to Charleston, confined in a joathsome 
provost. At first, he was promised a trial, and had counsel pre- 
pared to justify his conduct by the laws of nations and usages of 
war; but this was fimally refused. Had he been considered as a 
British subject, he had an undoubted right te a trial—if an Ameri 
can officer, to his parole; but in violation of every principle of 
the constitutution, he was ordered for execution by the arbitra- 
ry mandate of Lord Rawdon and Lieut. Col. Balfour. 

The Royal Lieutenant Governor Bull, and a great number 
of inhabitants, both Loyalists and Americans, interceded for his 
life. ‘the ladies of Charleston generally signed a petition in his 
behalf, in which was introdu every delicate sentiment that 
was likely to operate on the gallantry of officers or the humanity 
of men. His children, accompanied by some near relations 
were presented on their bended knees as humble suitors for their 
father’s life. Such powerful intercessions were made in his fa- 
vor as touched many an unfeeling heart, and drew tears from 
many a hard eye; but Lord Rawdon and Lieutenant Colonel Bal. 
four were inflexible. 

After bis fate was fixed, he was repeatedly visited by his 
friends, and conversed on various subjeets with the fortitude of a 





man,a philosopher: and christian. He particularly lamented 


that on principles of reciprocal retaliation, bis execution would 


‘Witgat 
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robably be an introduction to the shedding of so inuch innocent 

lood. His children who had Jost their parent, were prought (o} 
him in the place of his coutinement, aud received frum his lips 
the dying advice of an affectiunate father. On the last evening 
of his life he told a friend,*that he was no more alarmed at the 
thoughts of death than at any otver occurrence that was necessa- 
ry and unavoidable.” He requested those in whom the supreme 
| oes was vested, to accommodate the mode of his death to his 

lings as an officer; but this was recused. 

On the morning of the Fatal day, on receiving his summons to 
roceed to the place of execution, he delivered some papers to 

is eldest son, a youth of about thirteen years of age—* ent,’ 
said he, these papers to Mrs. Edwards, with my req that she 
would forward them to her brother in Congress. You will next 
repair to the place of my execution—receive my body, and see it 
decently interred among my forefathers.’ They took a final 
Jeave. The procession » Soma from the Exchange, in the fore- 
noon of the fourch of August, 1781. The streets were crowded 
with thousands of anxious spectators. He walked to the place of 
execution with such decent firmness, composure and dignity, as 
to awaken the compassion of many, to command respect 
from all, There was a majesty in his suffering which rendered 
hiin superior to the pengsot death. When the city barrier was 
past.and the iustrument of his catastvophe appeared im ful 
veiw, a faithful friend by his side observed to him, “that he hoped 
be weuld exhibit an example of the manner in which an Ameri- 
ean can dic!”—He answered with the utinost tranquillity, *1 will 
endeavour todo so.” He ascended the cart with a firm step and 
a serene aspect. He enquired of the executioner, who was mak- 
ing an attempt to get up to pull the cap over his eyes,“ what he 
wanted?” pon being informed of his design, the Colonel re- 
plied,“ will save you the trouble,” and pulled it over himself. 
He was afterwards asked whether he wished tu say any thing, to 
which he answered, “I will only take leave of my friends, and be 
ready." He then aifectionately shook hands with three genile- 
men—recommeded his children to their care—and then gave the 
sigial to the cart to move. 

Thus fell, in the bivom of life, a brave officer, a worthy citizen, 
a just and upnght man, furvishing an example of heroism i 
death that extorted a confession from his enemies, “that though 
he did not die ina good cause, he must at least have acted from 
a persuasion of its being su.” 

, The vegular officers of the continental army presented a peti- 
tion to General Greene, requesting that he would retaliate for the 
execution of Colonel Hayne. By this they voluntarily subjected 
themselves to all the cousequences, to which, in case of capture 
they would be exposed. General Greene soon afici issued a pro 
clamation, threatening to make British officers the object of re- 
taliation. Uhis encouraged the revolied inhabitants to continue 
an arms, and effaced every expression that was expected from the 
fate of Colonel Hayne. ‘The British interest gained no perma- 
nent advantage, while pity and revenge sharpened the swords of 
the countrymen and frseuds of the much loved suifever- 

Had this exeeution taken place four or five months sooner, the 
policy of the measure, as tending to prevent a revolt, would have 
been some apology for it; ur after Lord Rawdun was driven 
from alimost the whole of his posts in the country, and the people 
bad generally resumed their arms iu favor of America, it had 
more the appearance of the revenge oi a disappomtcd savage, 
thau of the pelitical severity of a conqueror. 


Joel Barlow, Esq. 


The following Biographical Notice of our late Minister, Mr. Bar- 

low, was prepared for some of the public papers of Europe, and 

been forwarded to a distinguisned citizen of this country by 

one of its autwors. Translated from the French for the 
Ruwhmond Enquirer. 


Biographical notice of Mr. Barlow minister plenipotentiary 
from the United States of America to the Court of France. 

the friends of humanity, on the two Continents, have just 
ground to lament the loss of Mr. Barlow. 

He was born in the year 1757, at Heading, in the provinee, now 
state of Connecticut. 

He was the youngest of ten children. 

He studied first at Dartmouth college, New Hampshire, and af- 
@erwards at that of New Haven in his native state, Connecticut. 

The war of the ludependence of America broke out in the 
gear 1776. 

Mr. Barlow was as yet a student, and began to distinguish him- 
self by pieces both in verse and prose, one of which was an elegy 
en the death of Mr. Holmer, a meniber of Congress and Supreme 
Judge of the United States cout of appeals. 

In the vacation he took up his musket and went to join bis 
four brothers, who were mm the American army, to fight along 
with thei for his country’s freedom. He was at the very warm 
ection of York-island where the Americans losing the field. made 
an honorable retreat, after which they repaired their misfortuue. 

He was engaged in a course of law, ‘when the fame of his 
learuing and myrality caused him to be appointed Chaplain of 
brigade in the ar.ay by the State of Massachusetts. 

He received ordination which among the Presbyterians, is no 
more than a civi] form,and an impediment at no time to the em- 
bracing of suy other state. 


ia - capacity of chaplain he attended the army till the peace 
f ’ 


In the tent it was that he began his poem of the Columbiad, 
the only epic that the United have as yet produced. ; 

By a zeal at once enlightened, pious and undaunted, he gained 
the friendship of the highest public characters im the nation 
both civil and mililtary; departments by no means incompauble 
in the American Republic. | ‘ 

But a tie far more interesting to his heart was the connextion 
which he formed in 1781, with Miss Baidwin of New Haven, sis- 
ter to the senator of that name. 

After the peace, Mr. Barlow, resumed the study of the law, 
and in 1785 entered the Bar, where he practised with consider- 
able success, and acquired uncommon celebrity} the joint and 
— result of extensive legal knowledge, and shining literary 

Nt$. , 

The first edition of his Vission of Columbus, he published im 
1787, and in the same year he passed a’second in England. 

This raised the author’s reputation still higher in America and 
spread it over Europe, which he had occasion to visit the foliow- 
1b year. 

vA wealthy and respectable company had purchased from the 
United States between 3 aud 4 million acres of land, on the banks 
of the Ohio. j 

_A part of those lands they wished to sell to foreigners, and te 
divide the remainder among their stockholders. 

Mr. Barlow was concerned in them; and he agreed to go te 
France to effect a negotiation to that purpose, which succeeded 
so well, that in seventeen years after, the colony of Ohio contain- 
ed a population of seventy thousand inhabitants, being at this 
day an independant state forming a part of the general confed- 
eration. 

‘Lo be in Franee at that period, and not sensibly affected by the 
revolution, was a thing impossible for Mr. Barlow; and while he 
admired the energy with which it was conducted, he was filled 
with detestation of the disorders it occasioned. He tried to soften 
its horrors, and compose the animosity of party political pieces, 
for which he has the honor in return, of beiug nominated & 
French citizen, together with his countrymen, the great Washing- 
tou, General Hainjlton and Sir James Mackintash. _ 

We have before us at this moment, three pieces that he has 
published, which show how closely in his mind and heart were in- 
terwoven the love of his country, a real concern for France and 
the best principles of civilization. 

The first is a letter of the 4th of February, 1799, to the Exeeu- 
tive Directory. 

‘Lhe next is one to his fellow-citizens , of the 4th of March fole 
lowing, on the system oi pulicy then pursued by their govern- 
ment, and the third letter is addressed to them, on certain poli- 
tical measures proposed for their consideration; that is of the 
20th of December, 1799. : 

Yo it he has annexed a memorial on maritime laws, in whieh 
he lays down, with strength and perspicuity, tae principles which 
Franee has been so long contending for against Bngland. . 

He is surprised that the Barbary powers show themselves in 
this respect more civilized than the most celebrated people of 
Europe. 

They recognize the principle, that the flag truly neutral 


out having declared it. And after the declaration, they allow a 
delay of thirty days in the Mediterranean, and a longer term on 
the ocean, before they commence hostilities. 

These were facts known to Mr. B. He had then returned from 
Algiers, Tunis and Tripoli, to which places he was appointed 
minister plenipotentiary by Presideut Washington,and in which, 
surmounting the extreme difficulty of treating between a free 
people and Barbarian regencies, he had concluded, notwith- 
striding the opposition of England, the three first treaties, by 
which those governinents bound themselves to respect the navi- 
gation and commerce of the United States. 

On his retura to America, he engaged, in 1805, in the plan, 
which Mr. Jefferson had conceived, of establishing a University 
at the City of Washington, for the purpose of affording the 
youth of the United States an education, suitable, comprehensive, 
and uniform; calculated to promote, by a correspondence of at- 
tainments, that harmony which it is so important to maintain 
between the different members of the Union. 

His friend Du Pont de Nemours had already, in 1800, at the 
request of the same Magistrate, composed a work on the same 
subject and on the same principles, foon which several extracts 
have heen lately given tothe public in the Annals of Educa» 
tion reduced by Mr. Guizot. 

This assemblage of the united labours of several philosophers 
animated by the same spirit, will, itis to be hoped, be productive 
of general advantage. And it must be allowed that public edu- 
cation has already made a very remarkable progress in Umted 
America 

in 1811, his Excelleney Mr. Madison, the present Chief Magis- 
trate of the United States, appointed Mr. Barlow their Minister 
Pienipotentizry to the Court of France. That choice, made 
by the American government, has had the approbation of the 
seventeen United States. It was determined by the known 
qualifications of the statesman, which Mr. B. combined with 
other advantages: he had rendered services to both nations; he 
was. by law, a citizen of both countries; he was desirous of being 
useful to both; he considered them as having the same interests, 
as national allies; in a word, he possessed the great advantage of 
not having forgotten, that American independence had been 
strenuously forwarded by \rench generosity and valour. 

in his manner of negov:s ding, Mr. B. was uncommonly stead- 
fast; distinguished by a primitive simplicity and firmness, which, 
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@ther world, were by no means displeasing because they were 
‘@ceompanied with reason and candor. és 
The eloquence of his country has little of the loftiness of 
style, but is rich in observation and powerful in argument. It 
@omes more to the peint, even than that of the English from 
Lage is derived, ne 
t descends less into particulars, and disposes them more judi- 
Ciously in their proper place. "Ie is supposed that the principal 
articles of the treaty were se upon and were sufficient to re- 
establish mutual good will, but that it was judged expedient on 
both sides not to conclude without having communicated those 
grounds to the American government. How far these opinions 
may be well founded or otherwise, nobody can tell; they are 
affairs of state. Mx. B. was called to Wilna to confer with the 
Duke of Bassano upon them. Returning thence, he travelled 
wight and day, trusting too much to the strength of his constitu- 
tion, when the opposite extremes of the intense cold of the cli- 
mate, and the excessive and no less dreadful heat of the small 
houses of Jews, which, in Poland, are the only taverns, produc- 
ed a violent inflammation in his breast, of which he died at Zar- 
ao near Cracow—a victim to his duty, his courage and his 


wea 

Such, Fenerally, in times of turbulence and exigency, is the 
fate of illustrious men; and particularly of those whore good for 
tune it 1s to be blessed with a companion ef the first order, such 
as the disconsolate Madam Barlow. 

Two passions, deep, noble, and honorable, receive twofold ac- 
ceasions or strength, the one from the other: so it is with the 
principle of public spirit and the lasting affection of a well match- 
ed couple. The man wishes to merit his reward: and the wo- 
man €njoys it at the risk of the most bitter woes. This is the 
aoa at which the best and greatest of mankind match them- 
selves. Of this they may assure themselves before hand! ‘They 
will experience the sweetest comforts and the most afflicting dis- 
tresses. But they will rank among the most exalted, most esti- 
mable of their species. It is necessary to be prepared to under- 
go both destinies. Let no one pretend to become a hero of his- 
tory, if he feel not the courage of a hero of romance! And let 
mone presume to imagine himself the latter, if he possess not 
the great sense, strong resolutions, masculine virtues and dignifi- 
ed eharaeter of the farmer. O. & D. P. de N, 


Captain William Hall. 


From a Charleston paper. 


DIED—at the High Hills of Santee, on the second of February 
1814, Captain William Hall aged abont fifty.seven years. 


they remained until regularly exchanged. 

After the conclusion of the war, Captin Hall entered the 
merchant’s service. and commanded several vessels out of this 
port. By his industry and assiduity. in a few years, he acquired 
an independent fortune, which enabled him to return from the 
sea, and enjoy the fruits of a laborious profession. Since his resi- 
dence on shore he discharged with fidelity every public duty to 
which he was called. He served many years as one of the wardens 
ot the city, and as a commissioner in different institutions under 
the corporations 


Lieutenant Wilcox. 


From a Natchez Paper. 


DIED—on the fifteenth of February, 1814, First Lieutenant 
Joseph M. Wilcox, of the third regiment United States’ infantry, 
about twenty-one years of age, a native of the state of Connecti- 
cut, but latterly a resident of the state of Ohio. 

Lieutenant Wilcox had volunteered his services to descend the 
Cahaba and Alabama rivers from the Cahaba towns, for the pur- 
pose of taking back two boats which were ascending the river 
with provisions for the troops under Lieut. Col. Russel. He 
sta under cover of the night, with a corporal and one man of 
the third infantry, and one of Major Dale’s militia, in a small ca- 
noe; in the dark they run on a log, upset the canoe and got 
nearly all their ammunition wet—they however righted the canoe 
and proceeded on; the next day they were driven on shore by 
about twenty Indians in two canoes—so soon as they reached the 
bank the militia man jqok w the cane and could not be halted. 
Lieutensnt Wilcox, with his two men, exchanged two rounds with 
the Indians and compelied them to retreat, leaving several of their 
party dead on the bank—they took with them the Lieutenant’s 
canoe. The next morning he made a raft to cross the Alabama, 
or to float down under cover of the might as might best suit his 
purposes; in crossing the river the raft nearly sunk, wet all the 
ammunition they had save two catridges, and lost one of their 
muskets, and the corporal broke his bayonet in the action of the 
day before. In this deplorable situation they were again attacked 
by a party of six Indians; they made battle, but for the want of 
ammunition they equid not contend with such a superior force. 
Lieutenant Wilcox was shot through the body and Corporal 
Simpson through the knee--wounded as he was he made to the 
canoe of the Indians, and calied to his only remaiming man to 
bring the curporal jn his arms to the canoe—he then jumped into 
the canoe with a view of killing an Indian which remained there 
for the protecuicn of the canoe. 

His object was to get his nen in the canoe and endeavor to get 





Another of those characters, who were conspicuous in our re- 
volutionary struggle, afd from whom we derived our indepen- | 
denee, as a free people, has descended to the silent tomb. At the | 
eommencement of our resistence to British usurpation, the sub- ; 
e of this notice was detained in England, frora whence he made 

ms and arrived in Boston, where he imaediately entered | 
on an American privateer, called the True Blue, commis- 
sioned as second licutenant. During several cruises, the priva- 
wer was successful and considerably annoyed the enemy. He al- 
terwards came to his native city, where he received a prompt and 
honorable call in the service of his country. On the second day 
after his arrival he was commissioned as lieutenant on board the 
Notre Dame, a brig of war, in the service of the state, carrying 
sighteen six pounders. She was quickly dispatehed for sea, and 
an a few days after leaving port, fell in with a British brig of 
sixteen guns, which, after an action of twenty-five minutes, struck 
to the Notre Dame. She proved to bea valuable prize, loaded 
with dry goods. Lieutenant Hali was put on board the brig, as 
eee hagerwi and after escaping from the Daphne frigate, in a 
ngthy chase, arrived safe in Georgetown. Captain Seymour, 
who then cummanded the Notre Dame, sactgned, and the com- 
mand was given to Lieutenant Hall, who at the time war but 
twenty years of age. 

Early in 1778 Captain Hall was ordered with the Notre Dame 
to join the squadron which sailed from this port, under the com- 
mand of Captain Biddle, in the Randolph frigate of thirty-six | 
guns, together with the ship General Moultre of twenty-guns, 

aptain Sullivan; the brig Polly, Captain Anthonys and the brig 
Fair American, Captain Morgan. During the cruise they fell in 
with the Yarmouth, a British sixty-four gun ship, which Captain 
Biddle engaged, and whilst the different vessels were bearing 
dovn to the respective stations assigned them, the Randolph blew 
up. ‘they were in consequence obliged to separate and make 
every effort to escape froma superior force. ‘The situation of 
the Notre Dame was peculiarly exposed and dangerous, bein 
under the stern of the enemy, and required the exercise of muc 

rudence and skill to avoid capture, ordestruction from the com- 

ustible matter which fell on board, and the severe fire te which 
she was exposed, The Notre Dame was chased for several hours. 
After having escaped from the enemy, she continued her cruise, 
and captured eleven prizcs, three of which were of a Jamaica 
fleet under convoy; one of the prizes was a ship of twenty guns, 
captured near the Isle of Pine—carried by boarding. Captain 
Hall was employed in the expedition to retake Savannah, and 
took an active and conspicuous oes in landing the troops from 
the French ficet under Count D’Estaing. He was in Charleston, 





when it capitulated to the British, and of course was made @ pri- 
soner; whilst in that character, and under parole, he was, with 
upwards ef sixty others, sent te St. Augustine as hostages, where 





off, but the Indians pursued them too close, and Lieutenant Wil- 
cox and the corporal were both taken prisoners—the soidier made 
off unhurt.—Soon after the baats which he had been in search of, 
came in sight—the Indians fled, and left the victims with their 
hatchets and arms in the canoe. he _ were taken on board the 
boats and carried to Fort Claiborne, bud both of them expired on 
the evening of the fifteenth. The private soidier got in safe, and 
from him the above information has been received, 

To the misfortune of losing their ammumuon and musket, and 
the dastardly conduct of the militia man, may be attributed the 
death of this gallant young officer and his brave corpoial. 

They were interred on the seventeeth of February at Fort 
Claiborne on the Alabama river, with the military honers due to 
brave and gallant men. 


General John Swift. 


From the Ontario Messengers 


ON Tuesday the twelfth July, 1814, near Queenston, in Upper 
Canada, died the brave and gallant Brigadier General John Swift, 
a resident ef this county. He was second in command in the 
corps of volunteers under General P. B. Porter; and was inhu- 
manly assassinated by a British soldier whom he had taken pri- 
soner. The circumstances, as stated in a letter from an officer in 
the army, (one of General Brown’s stati,) to his friend in this 
place, were as follows: 

“On Tuesday the mounted volunteers at the suggestion of Gen- 
eral Swift, was ordered to scour the country in every direction. 
At night, General Swift having intercepted some public docu- 
ments, sent one of his men with them to General Brown with in- 
formation that he was within a mile and a half of Fort Geor 
had discovered the strength and position of their advanced pic- 
quet, aml was determined to capture it. The next we heard was, 
that having surrounded the picquet, General Swift demanded a 
surrender. They all surrendered at once, excepting one, who 
refused. General Swift then presented his piece and said he 
would fire, the British soldier immediately exclaimed “I surren- 
der.” After General Swift had lowered hie piece, the soldier 
fired, and shot the General coon the left arm and breast 
General Swift observed, “It was nothing,” and formed his men in 
order to meet a patrole of the enemy who had advanced. He had 
not proceeded far before he fell, and in less than half an hour ex- 
pired, In him, the army lost a valuable member and his country 
areal patriot aud an honest man. Sinec bis junction with us he 
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has been noted for his zeal, enterprize, and intrepidity. He was. 


this afternoon (13th) buried with all the honors which an admir- 
ing army could pay him.” a 

To these encomiums on the character of our fellow-citizen, we 
most cheerfully subscribe. The commencement of the revolu- 
tionary war found General John Swift in the ranks of the immor- 
tal patriots of our country. He seryed in different capacities in 
the army during our revolutionary struggle, and was in many of 
the severest actions. He resided in Wyoming, a place celebrated 
in our history for the incursions of the savages, and horrid masa- 
cres, where he was engaged in all the difficulties and dangers of 
such a conflict. When returned he retired to agricultural 
employments. and was as useful and respectable there as he had 
been brave and dauntiess in the field. From the present conflict 
he for some time kept aloof, until convinced that the essential and 
undoubted rights of his country were at stake,"disdaining the 
trammels of party, and devoted solely to that country whose inde- 
pendence he had bled to obtain, he left the endearments of pri- 
vate life, and volunteered his services in the field of battle.— 
Deeply as we would lament his loss at any time, it is peculiarly 
distressing at the time and in the manner in winch he fell. To 
have fallen in battle would have satisfied his noble spirit As it 
is. he has exhibited an example which wall have its effect; that of 
a warm and decided opponent of the present administration com- 
ing forward to support and engage i a war which he was con- 
vineed required and demanded the united exertions of al} true 
Americans, to preserve their independence and to maintain their 


rights. 
* Peace to the soul of the Hero.” 





From the American. 


To the memory of General Swift. 


When a brave man sleeps in death, in the lap of glory, his 
Country mourns the hero's fate; the Muse strings her lyre, and 
beneath the yew and cypress, sounds her plaintive notes—joy 
gives place to sorrow, and nought is sung but the deeds of the 
warrior slain; a patriot nation bedews his grave with the tears of 
sincere regret; the patriot poet chaunts his praise, and the histo 
riau’s pen evgraves his deeds on the page of immortal fame. 


The tomb of the brave—an ode, 


IN COMMEMORATION OF THF 


DEATH OF GENERAL SWIFT. 


When darkness prevailed, and loud in the air 
No warbling was heard through the deep silence yelling, 
Till fiery, like lions just will from therr lair, 
Our Chiefs found the foe on their slumbers propelling; 
While the mantle of night 
Hid the Savage from sight, 
Undismayed were our warriours slain in the fight. 
But the laurel shall ever continue to wave, 
And glory thus bloom o’er the tomb of the brave. 


Brave Swift. legitimate offspring of talent and fame, 
Though new to the war, rushed to battle undaunted 
Aud ere, bearing death. the dread rifie’s ball caine, 
In the breast of the foe oft his weapon he planted. 
Gallant Swift adieu! 
Tears thy destiny drew, 
But yet o’er thy body shall tremble the yew, 


For the laurel shall ever continue to wave, ; 


Aud glory thus bluom o’er the tomb of the brave. 


Great Pike. too bold from the fight to remain, 
Rushed on to the foe, every soldier’s heart firing; 
But he sinks, in the blood of his foes, on the curtain, 
The pale lamp of lite in its sockets expiring; 
Closed in death are his eyes, 
And lamented he fies, 
Yet o’er the sad spot shall no cypress arise. 
But the laurel forever continue to wave, 
And giory thus bloom o’er the tomb of the brave. 


Long Warwick, M‘ Mahan, and Spencer, and Baen, 
And Berry, mid darkness, their banners defended; 
But when day drew the curtain of night they were seem 
Covered o’er with the blood of the Savage extended; 
Though freedom may weep 
Where they mouldering sleep, 
Yet shall valor their death as a jubilee keep, 
For the laurel shal] ever continue to wave, 
And glory thus bloom o’er the tomb of the brave. 


Yet chiefs of the Britons, who gallantly fought, 
And fearlessly heard the dvead storm of war rattle; 
Who lived to see conquest so terribly bought, 
While your brothers were lost in the uproar of battle; 
Sull fearless remain, 
And though stretched on the plain, 
Yeu shall rise on the records of freedom again, 





For the laurel shall ever continue to wave, 
And glory thus bluom o’er the tomb of the braves 


¥e sons of Columbia, when danger is nigh, 
And liberty calls round her standard to rally, 
For your country, your wives and your children todie, 
Resolve undismayed on oppression to sally; 
Every hero secure 
That his fame shall endaré, 
Till eternity time in oblivion immure, 
For the laurel shall ever continue to. wave, 
And glory thus bloom o’er the tomb of the brave. 
COLONEL D. Aid to GENERAL MOREA®, 





Midshipman Cowan. 


On James’ Island, in the South Pacific Ocean,on the 10th of 
August, 1813, Midshipman JOHN S- COWAN, late of the United 
States’ Navy. Atthe time of his decease, he was acting Lieuten- 
ant on beard the United States’ frigate Essex, to which post he 
had been temporarily appointed by his gallant commander, im 
consideration of his high professional merit, and his enthusiastic 
devotion to the service of his country.—He possessed in an emi- 
nent de the esteem and confidence of his commander, and of 
his brother Officers generally, and gave the strongest indications 
of future greatness; in his proftssion promising at once to become 
an honor to hiscountry and his family; but, alas! hisdestiny was o- 
therwise ordered. An unhappy dispute with a brother officer, (lieut. 
Gambel of the marines) led on to a duel, in which fell the subject 
of this artiele. The intelligence of this distressing event oeca- 
sioned the deepest regret in Captain Porter; no previousfintima- 
tion of any misunderstanding between the parties had been re- 
ceived by him,or he would at onee prevented the catastrophe 
that ensued. All that remained for hii was to lament, whatit 
was now toolate to remedy, and to pay e mark of respect te 
his remains, which were entombed with the honors of war, on the 
Island before mentioned. In a strange and remote part of the 
workd he fell; far, far from his kindred and his native soil; but 
his grave was hallowed by the tears of his countrymen, and his 
brave associates inarms. A neat and simple structure was raised 
to point out to the stanger who might visit the Island, the spot of 
earth where he remains rested; and on it were inseribed, by his 
friend, Lieutenant M‘Knight, the following monumental lines:— 


Sacred to the Memory 
Of Lieutenant JOHN S. COWAN, 
Of the U. S. frigate Essex, 
Who died here, Anno. 1813, 
Aged 21 years. 
His loss is ever to be regretted 
By his Country, 
And mourned by his Friends 
And Brother Officers. 





Colonel Richard M. Johnson. 


From the Democratic Press. 


In the progress of the present war, the brilliant exploits of the 
naval heroes of independent America have claimed for them a 
distinguished and merited notice. Whose of them who, covered 
with glory, have descended to the tomb, and those who live to re- 
ceive the applause and hovour of their country, have employed 
alike the pen of the biographer, the eloquence of the orator and 
the genius of the poet. It is the glory of our nation that in- 
stances of rival merit are not wanting in the military service. 
All the virtues which constitute der bere and the patriot have 
been there displayed with conspicuous lustre. 

Why literary notice has not been extended to the latter in an 
equal degree we shall not now enqtire; not however because we 
think the reason of difficult discovery. While a Pike, a Coving- 
ton. and a Backus, whose honours bloom around their sepul- 
chres, and a Shelby, a Desha, a Pierce, a Croghan, anda host of 
compeers, who live to receive the grateful plaudits of their coun 
try, put in their strong claims for notice, our present object is te 
render an act of justice to a citizen, whom his country may well 
consider as eminent in the camp and in the cabmet. That citt 
zen. is Colonel Johnson of Kentucky. 

Colonel! Johnson’s father was one of the earliest settlers of that 
respectable state, who, with no other resources than a daring 
spirit and an independent mind, associated with a band of heroes 
to cultivate a luxuriant wilderness, and conquer its ferocious and 
hostile inhabitants. Colonel Johnson was among the first-born 
white natives of this favoured and fertile region. His infancy 
was rocked in the cradle of alarm and the extremest danger, aud 
his breast had learned to glow with the fire of heroism ere yet his 
years had ranked hima man, and nothing but opportunity was 
wanting to demonstrate his devotion to his country. The father 
having to struggle with narrow means to rear and educate a nu 
merous family, couldform no other prospect for his son than 
that of fitting him to win his way by tuilsome and persevering in- 
dustry. Atthe green age of sixteen, Colonel Johnson’s active 
and aspiting mind began to form other schemes more suited te 





give it scope aud usefuiness. He now parted with his father, al- 
ee 
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most against his will, entirely against his wishes, and by alter- 
nate attention to business ab study, qualified himself for the bar. 


‘In the mean time the independent and steady principles. and 


zeal for the public good, which shone forth imthe openin; mind 
of young Johnson lay not unnoticed by his fellow citizens. Even 
before he arrived at mature age their free and unbiassed suffra- 
ges placed him im the legislature of his native state the first ba- 
tive Kentuckian who had received that honour. On this 
theatre a new seene presented itself.’ Here he had to try his un- 
fledged wings as a public debator, among a group of associates 
honourably distinguished for learning, experience and talents. 
Though, asa speaker, Colonel Johnson does not possess ali the 
ualifications which form the accomplished orator, yet when his 
eelings, which have susceptibility, are awakened, and his 
heart is engaged, he S an animation and a force which 
will at al} times command attention, and often leaves a deep im- 
pression. In the state legislature he acquired the esteem of 
many of his associates, and the respect of all. By his upright- 
ness and activity he excited the best hopes of his constituents, 
and at the same time secured their confidenee. Before his years 
made him eligible, he was chosen by them to congress. Enter- 
ed on this new field, he found the foreground of opposition in the 
jon of men who joined to respectable talents great garru- 

ioe powers and considerable experience. He took his station im 
the majority, among able co-operstors, with a fearless th: ugh 
modest spirit, and though in the ardor of intemperate party de- 
bates his generous indignation was often aroused, he was never 
found forgetful of the respect due to others and himself. The 
firm tone of mind and the increasing reputation of Mr. Johnson 





foot, and having received three gun shot wounds on his side, he 
was unable to use it. His horse too pierced with many wounds, 
advanced slowly upon his adversary. In these moments of dan. 
't, he, with heroic presence 01 mind, preserved his right arm 
m exposure, by keeping it close to his side. In that he 
carried a well charged pistol. The eyes of his antagonist were 
fixed upon him with the fiercest intent, and his hand in the aet 
to throw his deadly weapon at five yaids distance. For a mo 
ment the savage shrunk with terror at this unex danger, 
aud that moment the Colonel lod its contents in his bosom. 
He fell, and his warriors gave up the contest instantly. Colonel 
Johnson nuw retired to his line; for in this moment of peril, he 
had been in advance, faint with the loss of blood, which stream- 
ed from five wounds. The horse he rode expired, piereed with 
bullets, and hiy coat was literally torn to tatters by the balls of 
e enemy. 
_ During the return of the army the Colonel was exposéd to an 
inclement and stormy sky, in‘an open boat for four days, decend- 
ing to Pertage im the state of Ohio His uncomfortable situation - 
and the torture arising from his inflamed wounds was such as truly 
to put a hero’s sou! totrial. On lasiding, however, painful as his 
case was, he resolved to prosecute his journey h without de- 
lay. By this step he hazarded little less than in the battle, thou 
happily he effceted it without material injury. On his return he 
had the gratification to be every where received with the utmost 
kindness and attention. It was controversy among his fellow-cit- 
izens Who should give fealty and comfort to him as he passed, 
On the 12th of November he reached his residence, where he re- 
ceived that welcome from parents and friends that is the reward 


procured for him, what unfortunately, but too often follows) of merit and virtue. His recovery from his wounds was so rapid 
merit—envy, malice and party rancour assailed him at home.— | that on the 12th of February, he set out for the seat of government 
But there his was the good man’s triumph. Both as a citizen and | attended only by his servant. He started under much debility of, 
a public agent his assailants were taught to respect in him a&, body, but he continued to acquire strength during -his journe y 
steadiness and resolution no machinations could shake nor mena-/ which he performed in seventeen days. As he passed along 
ees intimidate. Asa public debator he repelled the reproaches | wherever he was known, he was rewarded as became the brave. 
and refuted the calumnies of his antagonists with firmness, but Arrived at the capital of the Union, not the gallant and fortunate 
also with decorum. ‘Towards his coadjutors he was liberal and | Perry was hailed with more flattering a probation or more mark- 
respectful. His generous aid was always commanded for his. ed distinction. The naval hero had achieved the wreath of tri- 
friends. Noone more readily acknowledged the merit of others,; umph without a wound, though he passed through perils that 


or more cheerfully extended the hand of encouragement to his 
less experienced brethren. 

At the commencement of the 12th Congress, when the dis- 
putes between this country and Britain had become incurable by 
any rémedy but war, Colonel Johnson was among those who in 
argument assumed the responsibility of declaring for 1t with alac- 
rity. In recounting the injuries England had done this coun- 
try, he spoke of her instigation of the savages to hostility. “If,” 


said Mr. John Randolph, in reply,“the gentleman from Kentucky ; 


“ will prove his assertions, I will join him in an expedition to 
“ Canada to avenge the wrong.” At the succeeding session 
when proofs of the fact te demonstration had been multiplied, 
Colonel Johnson called on Mr. Rand&iph to redeem his pledge, 
but the call has as yet disregarded. _ 

In the autumn of the year 1812, after Hull’s shameful and 
traitorous sacrifice of his army, Colonel Johnson led a company 
of Kentucky volunteers under the command of General Harni- 
son, to the relief of Fort Wayne. The foe having retired at 
the close of that campaign, the Colonel repaired to his seat in 
Congress, where he bestowed his usual unremitting attention to 
the subjects that came under deliberation, particularly ou ques- 
tions connected with the prosecution of the war, and on the cele- 
brated question of remitting the merchant’s bonds. Amidst these 
pursuits he found time, however, to add to his stock of military 
information. Before he left the seat of government he arranged 
with the Secretary of War, the plan of raising a thousand mount- 
ed volunteers. to join the north western army, and carried away 
his commission in his pocket. On opening his rendezvous he 
had the gratification to realize his expectations in rallying 
his fellow-citizens around their country’s standard. In the 
mean time he had been re-elected to Congress, and the ses- 
sion was about to open for the important purpose of lay- 
ing taxes. His warmest friends seemed inclined to think he 
was bound to take his seat, and gave that opinion. He at the 
same moment was about to engage in a dangerous service, ina 
subordinate command, which might subject him to disagreeable 
responsibility and mortification. But his resolution was unalter- 
ably taken, and he repaired to the field, which for a long time 
promised few laurels. ‘his time however was wisely employed 
in disciplining his corps, the important advantage of which was 
most happily illustrated in the battle of the Thames. ‘The offi- 
cial letter of General Harrison to the Secretary of War, has 
made known how honorable a part the regiment has sustained in 
that conflict. ‘The regulars of the enemy were vanquished at a 
single, though a desperate and hazardons charge. When the 
routed line of their savage allies was about to be rallied for a new 
conflict by their leader Tecumseh, Colonel Johnson seeing the 
necessity of a bold and instant onset, repaired to the spot where 
this force was assembling with a daring band of followers, Ad- 
vaneing, they received a most destructive fire from them, which 
deprived Colonel Johnson of his friend, the intrepid and venera- 
ble Colonel Wheatly, who feil by his side. After the fire but 
one man remaimed on horseback near the Colonel. This man 
escaped this imminent exposure unhurt. The Colonel himself 
was pierced with four bullets. At this instant he saw the savage 
chief (Tecumsch as since appears) present his rifle at his breast 
at not more than 12 yards distance. With a resolution rare in so 
great a peril, he faced his horse upon him and received the 
ball, by this change of posture, im his left hand. The sav- 
sage drew his tamahawk, and the Colonel attempted to 
spur his horse to meet him. He wore a spur only on his left 





made the event little less than a miracle; but the military com- 
mander equally sueceseful in vanquishing his country’s enemies, 
bore on his mutilated frame the honourable testimony of the 
mighty dangers through which he had passed to victory. By a 
resolution and presence of mind never surpassed, he slew his fero- 
cious adversary hand to hand, while the latter had greatly the 
advantage in weapon. His valorous deeds reflected not more 
Justre on his character than did the modesty with which he su» 
tained his country’s applause. In this the two illustrious eompe- 
titors for fame were equal. That constancy of soul which bore 
then through doubtful battle, was equally conspicuous under the 
well-earned praise bestowed upon them by their grateful country- 
men. Of five wounds received by Colonel Johnson, four were se- 
vere and dangerous. He survives,a monument of the wonderous 
go2odness of a Guardian Providence. Deep and severe as his 
wounds have been, there is room for strong hope thet he will 
eventfully recover comfortable bodily vigour, and thathe may 
long be useful to his country, 
June ist, 1814. 


RRC 


Major Montgomery. 
From the Nashville Clarion. 


While we congratulate the nation on the suceess which has 
crowned our arms, it is with no small emotion, that we reeord the 
untimely loss of the gallant Major LEMUEL P. MONTGOME- 
RY, of the 39th regunent United States’ Infantry, in the battle 
of Tehopiski. 

His loss will be deplored, while departed greatness commands 
atear. ‘This was the first military expluit of our hero, He was 
a youth of about twenty-five years of age, and had just attained 
a stand of eminence and distinction at the bar. Possessed of a 
mind bold and energetic. and a genius that had begun to expand 
itself in all the richness of intellectual refinement, with pros- 
pects in life the most allaring and flattering, he abandoned his 
professional pursuits for the more immediate service of his coun- 
try, and sought fur renown in the rude din of arms. Military 
distinction had been the subject of his reveries, and the pride of 
hisambition. From him the highest expectations were enter- 
tained; and his amiable and regular deportment through life, ex- 
cited the warmest interest in his success, 

The greatest bravery was displayed in the tragic seene which 
closed his existence. He led on the assault at the head of his 
division, with a promptitude and decision of character which 
cannot be surpassed. So soon as he reached the breastworks, 
with his pistol he dispatched an Indian on the opposite side; an 
the act of sealing the walls he huzzaed, and called on his men 
to press on—at that instant he received a bail through his head, 
which immediately terminated his existence; a placid smile 
reigned in his countenance, in the expiring moments of dissolu- 
thon. 

Another Montgomery has fallen! while virtue, patriotism and 
bravery are the pinions of immortality—the name of our Mont 
gomery will be cherished in the bosoms of the good and great, 
and be handed to posterity as one of the heroes of the American 
Republic. 
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Capt. Ambrose Spencer. 


tt is with pain we have to announce the death of Captain 
AMBROSE SPENCER, jun. late aid-de-ramp to major-gencral 
Brown. He died on Friday last, of the wounds he received at 
the battle of Bridgewater. Albany Argus 

A correspondent otters the following tribute te the memory of 
this highly esteemed officer. ’ 

“One who has well known this voung offieer, especially since 
he has been one of’ the aids of maior-general Brown, and knows 
from the best sources, somewhat of his gallant conduct in the 
army, and particularly in the battle of Niagara, in which he 
was, cannot forbear to offer a tribute however inadequate, to his 
character and actions. ‘The general with whom he bas acted and 
suffered, will hereafter do him justice. He péssessed by nature 
the most energetic mind, the most generous feelings, and amia- 
ble dispositions, polished and chastened by an exeellent nurture 
and etdueation; and cherished at home by a kind and indulgent 
father, and his foud relatives, he could find, but in his own 
breast and the calls of his country, motives sufficiently strong to 
urge him into # career of danger. In the hour of a most bloody 
eouflict with a brave and veteran foe, the generous and noble 
motives of bis bosom have found an ample exposition. Faithful 
to his trust and to his country, he neither feared nor ‘avoided 
danger. Yhough few particulars of lis late scene are known, it 
is understood that the moment of’ vietory had almost arrived, 
wher he reecived two wounds in his body which have proved 
mortal, and was carried from the field of battle. 

The example which he has presented to his young country- 
anen, of prompt and active patriotism, aud bravery in the ser- 
vice of his iniured and insulted country, ought to press deep into 
their hearts, and never to be forgotten. If his career on earth is 
clesed, his friends and his country will remember, that though 
short, ithas been glorious—and his name and his deeds will be 
engraven on that ever-enduring tablet which preserves and per- 
petuates the fame of the fallen patriots aud heroes of our coun- 
uy. 


Captain A. Ff. Hull. 


Among those who fell in the battle of Bridgewater, we la- 
ment to find recovded the name of Capt. ABRAHAM F. HULL, 
of the 9th regiment. Whether his death be considered in rela- 
tion to his immediate friends, or as it regards the loss of a brave 
and valuable officer, the tear of pity will not cease to tiow—the 
pang of regret will not be subdued. 

In commemorating departed worth, little is gained by stuting 
that it was adorned by a Classical education, or heightened by 
civil pursuits, other than the knowledge that the germ of well 
founded usefulness to our country is blighted—the fond hope of 
patriotism is disappou.ted. But to the community, a more in- 
structive example is exhibited, when the qualities of the soul of 
a soldier are developed—the best feelings of our nature made 
known. 

A heart imbued witha high sense of honor; animated by the 
most generous sentiments; regardless of self, but ever anxious 
for others—such was that of Hull’s. 

Since the last campaign, by a too well known occurrence, 
Captain Hull had veen placed ina situation, delicate in the ex- 
treme. ‘To return to that army where the honor of a beloved 
parent had been drawn in question, or to sink quietly into a pri- 
vate life, did not admit of doubt. He returned to the scene of 
danger, and feli, like his class-mate Brooks, in the arms of’ vic- 
tory. 

Of his last moments nothing is known; but he who could dis- 
tinguish limseif for bravery m the bloody contests at Cornwall 
and Chippewa, certainly could not do otherwise on the fields of 
Bridgewater. 


To an early friend, grief may be pardoned; while his example 


is a proud and useful excitement to emulatiou.— Bestun Pat, 
f MY Y ° 2 ? 
Major-General Izard. 
The following letter, which embraces the outlines of General Izard’s 


history, is from a gentleman who had the best opportunities of' cor 
rect tnjormation on the subject of wiich he writes.—Ken. Gaz. 





,July 22, 1814: 
DEAR SIR, 

You requested me to give you a sketch of General Izard’s 
history. I theretore beg leave to communicate such paracuiars 
*. present themselves to my recollection, and which are as fol- 
oWs:— 

General George Izard was born at Charleston; in the month of 
September, 1777, and is the second son of Ralph Izard, Esq. avho 
Way a gentleman of large fortune and high respectability in 
South Carolina. Mr. Izard heaving been eharged by Congress, 
during the revolution, with a seeret mission to one of the courts 
of Europe, carried his family to Paris, where they resided until 
the peace of 8S. Here George commeneed his studies under the 
Care of a private tutor im the family, and shewed great aptitude 
iu the acquirveiment of elassieal learning. He was particularly 
distinguished for a turn for the mathematics, im which he made 
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great proficieney at an early ages His father having returned 
with his family to America, at the conclusion of the war, was, om 
the atloption of the federal constitution in 1789, elected to repres # 
sent South Carolina in the Senate of the United States. He 
therefore removed to New-York, and entered George at Columbia 
College, where he was placed, on examin: tion, at the head of his 
lass, although the youbgest boy init. As he was always intends 
ed for a military life. his father obtained from the president i 
1792, a subaltern’s commission for him in the regiment of artille 
rists and engineers, (as it was then called) with permission to sen@ 
him to Europe for the purpose of qualifying him for his profes 
sion. He was accordingly sent to England, under the care é 
General Thomas Pinckney, who was appointed minister plenipos 
teitiary to the court of St. James. By General Pinckney he was 
placed at a military school near London, until arrangements cot 
be made for sending him to Germany, where the best military iné 
stitutions were then supposed to be. He was after some time 
transferred to one of these mstitution’ of great celebrity on tié 
continent, where he passed two years Grest attention was 
there paid to the exeediee of the body, in which the young Ame- 
rican was soon found to excels nature having endowed hi.o with 
an uncommon portion of strength and activity. On Mr. Monroe’é 
appointment as minister to France, his imtiuesce was used to vb. 
tain permission for yeung Izard to enter the corps of Fiench 
engineers, and as the American government was then high in 
favour, the request was granted. Thisis said to be the only ine 
stance of a foreigner having been admitted into that corps. In 
this situation he had the best méans afforded him of acquiring @ 
knowledge of the most usefui branch of military eign 
Having completed his studies, and received from the officer at the 
head of the institution ample testimonials of approbation, he res 
turned to America im the yeat 1797, and fointd the regiments 
On the commencement of hostilities between France and tié 
United States; in 1798, capt.in Izard was appomted engineer fot 
the harbour of Charleston, and erecteti With great despatch somé 
work for itsdefence. In 1799, he was appointed aid-de-camp td 
the inspector-general (the late Alexander Hamilton) in which stas 
tion he remained until the disputes between France antl Ameiiea 
were compromised by treaty: No active service offering at that 
time, eaptain Izard was indulged with a furlough to actompany 
our minister to the court of Lisbon, in the capacity of private se 
eretary, but in reality to affurd him an opportunity of traveliin 
on the continent of Europe, various countries of which he visitede 
On his return to America m 1802, finding the army of the United 
States placed upon a very reduced establishment captain Izard 
resigned his commission, matried a lady from the stace of Virgié 
nia, and fixed himself in the vicinity of Philadelphia, where he 
coutinued to reside until his nomination tS the commard of a re 
giment of artillery. With his subsequent rise you are acquaint’ 
ed. I hiave nothing to add but my warmest wishes for the genes 
 Yal’s success in discharging the duties of the important command 
to whieh he has been appeinted, 


meee 


The late Colotiel Wilcocks, 


Communicated to the editors of the Baltimoré *Américan,» by @ 
friend of the deceased, 


“There crack’d a noble heart.”—Shaks 

To the friends of the brave, it is a sweet and congolatory He 
flection, that when they fall, in defence of their country, they 
sink inte an honoured grave, aud honest fame reseues their me 
mory from oblivion. hilst kings ate only recorded by number; 
or made memorable by crimes and desolation; whilst time breaks 
| their seeptres and shakes their thrones; the numes of the just 
| Survive the ruins,and history embaluis their memory: postetity 
| profit by their example, and their kindred feel a pride in having 
been related to the deceased. Such is my feeling, even while § 
discharge the “last sad office” to my departed friend: 

Lieutenant-colonel Joseph Wilcocks, who fell at Fort Erie, it 
Upper Canada, on the 4th August, was a native of Dublin, wheré 
he was etlucated and lived to the years of rmafinhood: An iy of 





friend of human rights, he became a member of the Society o 
United Irishmen, aud endeavoured to bring abcut a reform 6 
abuses. The task was beyond the might of that association—< 
chronic errors in the state are like the filth of-the Augean stable 
—Herculean powers are necessary to remove them: But failuré 
ina laudable attempt is infinitely preferable to tameness undei 
wrongs. Besides, men of true honour never calenlate by the ariths 
metic of expediency—selfishness is pushed aloof—aud the justi¢s 
of the cause alone is weighed; whilst the exainples of the grea 
are ever pregent to prompt congenial minds to parallel aetionss 

“tow sball | aet is not the case, 

But hew pwould Brutus in my plage, 

In such a cause wouid Cato bleed, 

And how wouid Sveraies proceed !" 

To a man governed by honour, and guided by reagoh, in matters 
of government,a Briush province must prove an unfit abodes 
Wilcocks, though adored by the people, whe frequently electe 
him to represent them, was incessantly perseeuted by the execus 
tive functionaries: and, finally, when dened the benefit of the 
laws by governors Gore and Brock, he resvived to withdraw his 
allegiance from a government that had withdrawn its protection 
He entered into the service of the United States; to which hé 
took the oath of allegiance. His abilities were noticed and re 
warded with a commissionand the hard-tought battles om thé 
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Niagara attest the fidelity and courage with which colonel Wil- 
eocks and his Canadian volunteers discharged their trust. Colonel 
W. Was a most promising officer. His face, his person and mien, 
his manners and deportment, commanded respect and engaged 
affection. Sagacious aid enterprizing, his sanguine temper al- 
Ways inspired confidence in his companions, the surest presage of 
victory. As if envious of his laurels, death cut short his career 
of glory. But the worthies in our second war fir independence 
have ascended the skies to mingle with the heroes of the first—our 
Pikes, our Covingtons, and Wilevekses are united with the shades 
of Warren, Laurens aud Montgomery. May their spirit, like the 
mantié of the prophet, descend on their admirers! Aud if spirits 
above are moved by sccues below, our iilustrious friends will be 
gladdened at the assurance that we swear by their glorious exam- 
ple, never to desert the cause for which they suffered, bled and 
died! We will pursue their path to parteke of their honour. 

‘Those only who dare for their country to fall, 

Those only shail sleep with the brave. 


The following extract from general orders, issued at Fort Erie by 
the commanding general, Sept. 7, 1814, well be acceptable to the 
JSiiends of the galiant deceased. 

HEADQUARTERS, Fort Ene, 6th September. 

General Order, ‘Vhe brigadier-general connnonding has re- 
ceived the report of tnajor Maticson, of the New-York volunteers, 
on thom devolved the command of the party engaged im the 
attair of the 4th imstant, after the ever to be iamented far of the 
galiant colaue) Wilcocks. 

With sincere pleasure the brigacier-general congratulates the 
army that the steadiness and valour Which have iusarked the con- 
duc? oi this division, during the whole campaign, wese again 
Most sagularly manitested by the volunteers aud regulars engaged 
On this vcexsion. 

4 party not exceeding 100 vulunteers(the enemy being tieble 
Nuiwhcrs) drove the enemy to his werks, with comparatively a 


smaii less, and made him suffer severely. Previcus to this a de-! 


tachment of 40 men from the 2ist, uider ensign Lhomas, had 
successt: Hy shirmished with the enemy. 

‘Lhe conduct of major Matteson on this oecasion, excites the 
highest approbation of the brigadie:-general; his coolness, coaage 
anc prudence, and the pood conduct of his troops, were again Cone | 
spicuousiv manifested. ‘The New-York volunteers have, on ins | 
oeces.or, as Well as every other that has occurred during the whoie 
canpaigi. :efiected honour on the state of which they are mem- 
bers. Captam Hale, of the Lith uifa. try, commanding picket 
No. 2, and ensign ‘fhomas, commanding the regulars, couducted 
in a manner to the perfect satisfaction ot the brigadic:-guiecral. 
"Lhe Joss on our side With the exception of the galiant Wileocks 
ang lieutenant Rooseveit, is vifiiing; but on the sidv of the eiiciny, 
it was severe im the extreme: various deferters report that they 
had furr otiicers and nearly 160 either Killed or wounded; so great 
a dispevity evinees in the strongest light the diderence Kktween 
the coolness of troops, such as ours, i a jusi and honourable ea- 
reer, and of the enemy’s thousands, who fight for objects which | 
ibey care not for, and in a cause which they deprecate, 

Major Matteson speaks in the highest terms of the conrage and 
conduct of captains Hull, Haiding. Knap and Satterly, who vo- 
lunteered to Command a company, and licutenants Hathaway and 
Jones, ané ensign Wickwire; he eiso expresses his highest opinion 
of the correct, brave and suldier-ike conduct of brigade-major 
Dobbin, quartemmaster Green aid adjutant Gilbert. 

Jicutenant-colonel Wilcocks, whose services and bravery have 
excited the warmest interest of the army im his favour, and licute- 
nant Rovusevelt, of the New-York volunteers, have added other 
names to the gallant heroes, who, during Uns unexampled cane 


and frowning indignantly upon the sufferings of his ay gt 2 
countrymen i captivity and in torment, immediately on its dee 
claration he applied for a commission in the army. In this he 
succeeded, and reeeived the appointinent of fieutenant-colonel of 
the 19th regiment United States’ infantry. He had now arrived 
to the summit of his wishes. ‘The time hhad now come when the 
natural bend of his mind could be exercised, and when he in com- 
mon witb his brother officers, cou!d have the power of displaying 
his talents in the field, and avengivg the numerous insults of his 
country. But in this he could not be said to be satisfied. He was 
placed as superintender to the recruiting service. In this situa 
ticn his patriotic bosom could not resist the emotions which agi- 
tated it, and the anxieties which it experienced, It eould not re- 
sist inactivity, and having received an order from the war depart 
ment to repair to more active duties, he entered the service of his 
country under the command of that inestimable and gallant offi- 
cer, William Henry Harrison. In leaving his peaccable abode in 
Christian county, (Ky.) he had many weighty concerns to baffle 
him; many important considerations to combat with. But not- 
withstanding the agonizing tears of a tender wife and numerous 
connexions, Which moved in some measure his calm breast, he 
was desiicus to partake in the noble contest, and have his name 
enrolled with those of the heroes who have so ennobled and im- 
mortalized their country’s cause; he was desirous to pave the way 
to the acquirement of that fame for which his breast so ardently 
sought,aud which his relatious hed so justly acquired in the war 
of the revolution. * 

Here consisted his greatest fault—he was too anxious for military 
fame, and to acquire it, he would too often sacrifice any personal 
consideratious. 

No sooner had he joined general Harrison but his talents were 
appreciated by his commander, and his attachment manifested to 
him by a separate command being assigned shortly after to him 
on a secret expedition to the Massissiniwa viliages. Here if dif- 
fienlties can be encountered, colone} Campbell and his gallant de- 
tachment did it. “They left Franklinton in November, 1812, and 
on the 17th after, having marched ali night, armved at one of the 
Indian towns, and iustantly charged npon it. In this affair he 





killed 7 and took 37 prisoners, only with the loss of one man kile 
led. He was attacked on the morning of the 12th December, by 
2 party of Indians supposed to be between two and three hundred, 
in Which action he lost about 8 killed and 25 or 30 wounded, and 
killed between 40 and 50 of the encmy, not making sny ealeula- 
tions for those that were carried off the field. He writes to gene- 
ral Harrison from his camp on Massissinawa, two miles above 
Silver Heels. under date of the 12th December, and concludes 
thus—*I anticipate another attack before I reach Greenville; but 
rest assured, dear general, they shall be warmly received. I have 
a detachment composed of the finest fellows in the world, both 
officers and soldiers. Our return will be commenced this morn 
ing,” Ke 

Fortunately for the colonel, his anticipations were not realized. 
The Indians had formed a plan of atiacking him every night, 
which, if they had executed, the whole detachment would inevi- 
tably have perished; but fortune favoured him, and on his return 
he was received with al] the applause which his felluw-citizens 
could bestow. But his conduct was particularly noticed by Ins 
general, which was evinced in 4 general order, which follows:~ 
“The conduct ef the colonel and his gallant detachment has been, 
in every respect, such as the general had anticipated. ‘They have 
deserved well of their country, and have shed a lustre om the 
North Western army. Inno part of their duty have they failed. 
The officers vied with each other in setting a proper example to 
their men, and the conduct of the men was marked throughout 
by cheerfulness. alacrity and obedicuee upon the march, and in- 





paigh. have gloriously died on the ficld of honour, Colonel Wil- 
cocks, at the moment he was mortally wounded, was charging and 
repulsing infinitely superior force under Uic enemy's batiery; the 
command devolving op major Matteson, he succeeded in driving 
the enemy to their works, #).d retired in good order to camp. 
By command of brigadier-general Ripley. 
Ke JON, assist. adj. gen. 


Celone] John B. Campbell. 


Communicated for the Lexington Reporter 


A regard for the character and personage of Colonel John B. 
Campbell, and a great surp.ise which hasexisted with the writer 
of the present article, on account of the remarkable silence which 
has pervaded his nunicrous friends, bas induced hun, though sen- 


sible o& his incapacity todo justice to departed merit, to enter | 


upon the arduous task of paying him the last wibute of respect. 

It was my hope, that the duty bad deveived upon some person 
more capable of pourtraying the character of this map, but for 
fear that toolong an uninterrupted silence may consign hii to 
uumerited obscurity L w.ll ept.r upon the duty. Were it my 
Wish, if Is Hot in My power to submit a detail of bis character 
from his infaney to the time of his ccath; it will suffice to say, 
that in his private capacity, he wus a lawyer of no little respect- 
abilitty. 

1 will begin at the time when he first entered upon his publie 
earcer. ardl when the superiority uf nis taleotsas an officer, first 
began to draw upon the world. At the commencement of the 
present war beholding with sorrow the iasidis aud injuries whieh 
had bes uw dofiieted upon his cowry by av implacable adyer-ary, 


vineible bravery in the presence of an enemy. The detachment 
j appesis ta have been worthy of their commander, and their come 
jmander worthy of them. Nothing can evince more clearly the 
merits of lieutenant-colenci Campbell, than the confidence and 
attachment manifested for him by his eommander; an atiachment 
not produced by any improper mdulgence or weak compliances, 
but established upon a solid basis of a zealous and punctual dis- 
charge or his own duty, and a mild, humane, but determined ex. 
action of obedience from his subordination. ‘Lroops thus cispos- 
ed, aud Ghus commanded, wili be always invincible. Lieutenant- 
cvlone] Campbell's official report wiil be transmitted to the secre- 
tary of war; it will be published to the world, and the simple nav- 
rative of their actions will fourm the best eulogium upon the cone 
duct of the troops. The general requests heutenan*colonel 
Carnpbell, ticutenant-colonel Simwrall, and major Ball. and all the 
other officers, non commissioned officers aint privates, to accept 
his warmest thanks for their good conduct,” &e 

Shortly after, he obtsined 2 furlough and visited his family, ther 
residing in Russellville, (Ky-) On iis arrival there, be was wels 
comed with a pubiic dmner, and every mark of joy and respect, 
so justly due to his distinguished seryices, was paid to him. But 
not long was he permitted to remain inactive, enjeying the sweet 
solaces of domestic tranquillity. His furlough having expired, 
he repaired again to join the standard of his country. Here no- 
} thing of importance transpired. gHe was shortly after brevetted a 
coleuel fo: his gallant conduct at Massisyiniwa; and continued inac- 
tive. With only superintending the recruiting service at Chillicothe, 
After remaining here some time,in Marel: he received an order io 
repair to Fort Erie. But, unable to remain inactive, in whatever 
situation he might be placed, he left Fort Erie on the last day of 
April, on an expedition to Loug Point, or Dover, to destroy some 
munufacturing mills belonging to the enemys On his return, he 

* Colonei Campbell. who so gallantly distinguished himself as 
King’s meuntain, was Lig uncle, 
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was very much reprehended by some of his fellow-citizens, as 
having wilfully destroyed private property. On the 13th June, 
41814, he left Erie for Buffalo, when he ordered a court of inquiry 
upon his conduct—On the 11th of June the court met. Brigadier- 
general Scott peesided, and major Jessup and :major Wood were 
members; here follows some extracts Sau the opinion of the 
court:—“That considering the important supplies of bread stuffs, 
which from the evidence, it appears the enemy’s forees derived 
from the flour manufacturing mills at and near Dover, colonel 
Campbell was warranted in destroying those mills, according to 
the Jaws and usages of war, and for a like reason the court think 
him justified in SSorming the distilleries ander the said laws and 
usmges. The saw mills and carding machine, fn their conti- 
puity to the other mills, were, as the court conceive, necessarily 
involved in one and the same building. 

“Ip respect to the burning of the dwelin and c ‘her houses in 
the village of Dover, the court are fully of epinion that colonel 
Campbell has erred; that he can derive no justification from the 
fact that the owners of those houses were actively opposed to the 
American interests in the present war, or from the ether facts, 
that some of them were at the conflagration of Buffalo, &c. 

“Acts of retaliation on the part of a nation proud of its rights, 
and conscious of the power of enforcing them, should, in the 
opinion of the court; be voleameathey resorted to, and only by in- 
structions from the highest authority. ‘That no such instructions 
were given in the case under consideration, is not merely inferred 
from the ahsence of evidence to that effect, but is candidly admit- 
ted by colonel Campbell in his official report (which is in evidence) 
wherein he expressly states—“This expedition was undertaken by 
me without orders and upon my own responsibility.” 

“The court in delivering the above opinien unfavourable to co- 
Jonel Campbell, are fully aware of the strong incentives toa just 
indignation which must have been present upon his mind at the 
time of his visit to Dover. The massacres at Haisin and the 
Miami were not forgotten, and the more recent devastation of the 
entire Niagora frontier, accompanied by many aets of savage bar- 
barity, was fullin remembrance, That these recollections should 
have swayed his judgment does not excite wonder but vegret, and 
there is still left for admiration his kind and amiable treatment of 
the women and ehildren of Dover, abandoned by their natural 
protectors. 

“Ww. SCOTT, brigadier-general, 
aud president of the court. 
R. WATSON, captain Sth infantry, reeorder.” 

After his acquittal he was appointed colonel and commandant 
of the 11th regiment infantry, then stationed at Buffalo. This 
Appointment was received with that manifestation of joy on the 

1¢ part of himself and family, that a removal from a state of in: 
activity to that of active operations would naturally exeite in the 

vatviot’s breast. The warmest wishes of his soul were new ful- 
illed. His heart palpitates with animation at the hvely scenes 
which seem to present themselves. He beholds befure him the 
wide field of honour, of tame and of military glory; he embraces 
the opportunity and glides into theirarms. The post of danzei 
is the post of honour, avd the post of honour is the soldier’s meed; 
he is now advancing when dangers will meet him and honours 
crown him. 

At length the ever memorable 5th July approaches. Here. is 
ample scope for the writes’s pen; would to God mine Were ode 

unte to he task. Zvat day which eclipses the proud wephics of 
the revolution, and which 7$ to crown with success the American 
armas, While opposing the veterans of the celebrated marquis, ap-, 
pears—that day, which is to sbroud jn glory the fair characters of} 
Columbia’s sons, whose expansive dawn opens with beilliancy the! 
rays which but yesterday had behekl the happy day of Cofumbia’s | 
deliverance, ends with success to American valour, and she is once | 
more triumphant over the ranks of Britain. But, (iere a Brown, 
a Scott and a Ripley fought—there hevoie spirits received the 
good auspices of Heaven, and victory perched upon the eagle’s 
standard. 

But it was there a Campbell fell! it was on the plains of Chip- 
pewa,on the 5th of July, 1814, that the fertile carth drank in pro- 
fusion his precious blood. He was shorily after carried off the 
field, almost fainting with tlic joss of blood. His wound was a se 
vere fracture of the knee pan, but not at first considered danger- 
ous—le was unwilling that it should be amputated, and for 
some time resisted the pain, but at Icngth: it became essential that 
ab aniputation should take piace, and he yielded. But, alas! he | 
yielded too late. High fevers had occasioned considerable redue- ' 
tien in his flesh, and had exhausted ns appetite, and he died! It 
was at Williamsville, near Buffalo, (N, Y.) on the 28th August, 
1814, that his patriotic, undaunted spirit winged ite fight to more 
geniai regions—and he lett his memory to be revered by ali who 
Knew him. 

We will conclude these desuliory remarks, by adding a letter 
addressed to Jobn Campbell, of Kachmond, (Va.) from majorge- | 
neral Seytt. dated f 

BALTIMORE, Octcher 25th, 1814, 

“Colonel John B. Campbell, of the ith United States’ infgatry, 
died about the first of September, at the general huspital, Wiih- 
amsville, near Builalo, of a Wound veceived im the knee pan, at 
Chippewa. in the action of tie 5th July. My own situation, at 
the time of his death. deprived me of the melancholy sausfaetion 
of being‘ the first to communicate the iiteiligence to his friends— 
and I am much concerned to hear that that office was not pei 
formed by suine one about him at the time. 

“The wound was received eaciy in Ure action, at the head of hi 
regiment, whilst advancing gallqatly to his plece in the order o 
battle; and was by no means cousidcred as necessarily mortal. Ai 
early amputation would have saved bis valuable life; but this was 











J 


upposed by the colonel himself from an extreme solicitude to 


preserve the limb. The operation was finally performed when 
the pauent had become too feeble and exhausted—he died inme- 
diately after. 1 was at the time mure than an hundved miles east 
of Williamsville. The latter particulars were reported to me by 
the very skilful surgeon who attended him, 

“Colonel Camphbeli’s death, paouzh lamented by all who knew 
him, was felt by no one in the army more sensibly than myseli.— 
His services at Massissinawa were very highly appreciated by go- 
vernment; and from his zeal and intelligence, there can be ne 
doubt, had he lived, but he wouid have risen to the highest rans 
in the army 

“I aii, sir, With great respect, your most obedient servant, 

*“W. SCOT. 
“John Gampbell, esqe Richmond, (Va.)” . 

Here eulogium finishes its career. He died with the applause 
of his general, conscious of having e‘feeted the atiaiument of the 
object he first had in edntemplation, tha of being usefui to his 
country, and Jeaving his name to be enrolied with those of her 
heroes. His eyes are no more epen to behold, ii commou with 
the world, the series of victories in which it would have beea iis 
delight to have partaken. But although his loss may have been 
felt by his country and relations, yet it is something cousolatory 
that, altho’ is laid in its silent subterraneeus tomb, his fame 
survives, hig memory yet lives. 


‘% . . 
Elbridge Gerry, Esquire, 
LATE VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 
From the Boston Patriot. 


Elbridge Gerry was born in the town of Marbiehead, ( Mass.) in 
the year 1746. His father was a-respectabie merchant, wath a 
handsome fortune. He entered Harvard College carly and receiv 
ed his first degree of bachelor of arts im 1762. 

On Seaving the seminay, he commenced business as a mers 
chant; and his correctness, assiduity and extensive inforuanon 
enabled him to prosecute connerciai pursuits with success. His 
mind, however, was much occupied with the interesiing polities 
of the then colony; aud as soon as his age would permit, he was 
elected by his native town to the general couri, and became an 
active and infinential member. The business, in those days, was 
principelly prepared in committees, and Mr. Gerry was associated 
with Adaias, Hancock, Warren and others on most of the un- 
portant ones, When hostilities conmenced, he was a niciuber of 
the committee of publie safety and suoplies, and gained both cree 
dit and public gratitude by his taieets and industry. An infers 
esting anecdote is reiated of Mr. Gerry aud some of his compas 
iriots, Which occurred the day preceding the battie of Lexington, 
which Commenced the revoluiionary contest. Che coumiittes had 
been sitting at Cambridge, and as Mr. Gerry, with coivucis Lee 
and Orne, were far from home, they determined to remain until 
morning. In the middie of the night they were alarived by the 
march of the main body of the British troops for Concord. When 
the troops came epposite the house, a detachment was unexpecte 
edly ordered to surround it, and seize any of the conmictee wno 
might remain. Fortunately, theugh with difficulty, Mr. Gerry 
and his Companions escaped in their shirts, and concealed theme 
scives tili the search was over. 

Mr. Gerry was the intimate friend of the Hlustrious general 
Warren—the night befure the eventful contest of Bunker Hill, 
the pairiots passed together, in the same bed. aad with a melan- 
choly presentiment of bis faic, the last words addressed by the 
hero, the subjcet of ouv memair, were, 

“)ulce et decorum est, 
“Pro putvla mori— 
“Tt is sweet and beconing io die fer aur country.” 

Mr, Gerry. about this time, was appointed mdge of the adinis 
ralty, but declined accepting the office, declarivg his wish to take 
&@ more active part in the serviee of his country. He was accord. 
ingly elected to the illustrious congress, who. guided our nation to 
independence, signed the dectaration of it in 1776, and contijued 
a member duriag the wh ke war. Inthe elegant language of the 
writer to whom we have alinded,—*In eongress, as in the state le 
gislature, the assiduity, atteavon aml extensive information of 
this gentleman, caused him ta be placed on all important com- 
mittees; and his advice and Opinion was respected as the cool and 
deliberate decision of an undeviating patriot. No difficulty de- 
terred him,no danger dismayed Inin. In the most trying moments, 
his courage and constancy Pemainad unshaken, and his determina- 
tion never for a moment waveved, te protect the imependence, and 
maintain the freedom of his country. In congress Mr. Gerry was 
the soldiers friend. Gen. Washingtm depended on no one with more 
confidence for the promotion of his plans, than on this gentleman, 
and his confidence was never disappomted. Eas speech in favour 
y couipensation to the army, Was considered one of the most paw- 
orfu) aud splendid speeimens of eloquence and patriotism. On 
ul subjects of finance, Mr. Gerry was abie and eminent. His 
‘ear and penetrating mind could unrervel the perplexity of-a 
ysiem confused and entangled, and his invection and ingenuity 
dvaw forth the resourees and ability of his country.” To his 
‘reat merit tu the reve utioiary congress, gear |Wechigian , 
wesident Adams and other distinguished pate i ebave borme um 
equivocal and honourable testimonye 
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In the eonyention which framed the constitution, Mr. Gerry 
appeared asa member from Massachusetts, ‘Although convinced 
that a more energetic system than the confederation was needed, 
yet the propositions of general Hamilton, of qa monarchial and 

ristocratical cast, found in him a stern and strenuous opponent. 
Educated a republican, he would nat bend to a single proposition, 
which tended to.aristocracy.. The result did not meet his wishes, 
and he was canstrained to refuse his signature. It is remarkable, 
t some of the points fos which he contended, have since been 
approved by the people and incorporated as amendments, Being 
chosen soon after as a member from Middlesex, he took occasion 
to remark in debate, that “the federal constitution having become 
the supreme law of the land, he conceived the salvation of the coune 
ry depended on its being carried into effect’ He continued 
nm congress for two suéeegsive terms, and then declined a re 
election, Lu 

‘To end the sui generis costroversy with France, which com- 

ised 9 war, in fagt on both sides, withqut a declaration by 
Giterr, president Adams appointed Mr. Gerry, Im conjunction 
with Messrs. Pinkney and Marshal, to constitute a commissian 
plenipotentiary to France in 1798. The acceptance of the office 
was a sacrifices of domestic comfort for a precarious chance of 
benefiting his country. We would, in a tribute to the patriot 
dead, tread lightly on such delicate grouud as the motives of liv- 
ang statesmen. Suffice i: to say, two of the ministers were sup- 
posed more willing to widen, than to close the breach. Mr. 
Adains, the. ostensible jdol of the then dominant party, shall be 
our witness of what was done by the illustrious object of our ar- 
ticle ‘He [Mr. Gerry, says Mr. A.} was appointed and approved, 
and finally saved the peace of the nation, for Ae alone discovered 
and furnished the evidence, that X, Y, and Z, were employed by 
Talleyrand, and he alone brought home the direct, forma} and 
official assurances, upon which the subsequent commission pro- 
¢eeded, and peace was made.” q 

When the American spirit was reused, and all parties united 
to resent the insulting attack by the British man of war Leopard, 
on the United States’ frigate Chesapeake,on the 22d of June, off 
the Capes of Virginia, Mr. Gerry parperpates in the justly ex- 

ited state of public sensibility, attended at the state-house in 

oston, was called to the chair, and gave an evidence of his pa- 
triotism, and an epitome of his principles, in the memorable ex- , 
pression, that if a man had but one day to live, he shyuld “devote 
that day to the service of his country.” 

With this exception, so honourable to his character from the 

riod of his return from Fra::ce until 1810, he spent his time in phi- 

osophig retisement and agricultural pursuits, at his farm in Cam- 
bridge. In the eng of that year he was run as governor by the 
xepublicans of Massachusetts against Mr Gore, and chosen by a 
handsome majority. Of his official conduct as governor, it is dif- 
ficult to speak, without weakening, perhaps, that spirit of po'iti- 





eal agperity, which we hope may sleep forever. Suffice it to say, 
huis speeches to the legislature were wise, patriotic and elegant; 
thet be was a strenuous advocate of the union of the states, and 


a 


he entered in the society of the Middie Temple. About the tine 
of the stanp act he returned to America (not having been called 
to the bar here) and practised with considerable suceesss He bore 
some part in the proceedings respecting the stamp act, but at toe 
early an age to be much distinguished. In 1770 he returned to~ 
England, and married the daughter of Dennis de Berdt, esq. mere 
chant, of London; a lady to whom he Was contracted during his 
former residence in i:ngiand.* After a short stay he returned, 
and settled in Philadelphia, where he pursued his practice with 
reputation and success; having attachments in England, and met * 
ing the fatal consequence of a rupture, we are assured he exerte 
himself in the work of eoueiliation, aud particularly in a corress 
pondence with, persons then in power; a Circumsiance which af- 
terwards subjected him to some suspicion and censvre in his 6wa 
country, though the intercourse was broken oif on the commence. 
ment of hostilities in America. 

During the winter of 1775, he had béen appointed chairman of 
the grand committee of Philadelphia, and soon after president of 
the canvention of the province, which were his first appearances 
in any public character. Upon the formation of the 4tnerican 
army, he assumed a military character, aud atcompanied general 
Washington ta the camp before Boston, as a volunteer, but served 
also as his secretary, in which capacities he acqvired a groat share 
of his confidence and friendship, In the spring of 1776, he was, 
at his special instance, appointed adjutant-generai of the Ameris 
can army, on the promotion of general Gates, and bore an active 
part in this important campaign, particularly im the affairs at 
Trenton and Princetan, which changed the face of the war—~ 
On these occasions, it is said, his knowledge of the country aid its 
inhabitants, rendered his services very important. When the ars 
mies settled in winter quarters, he resicoed his commission of 
adjutant-general, which was not se well snited to his active dispo- 
sition, and in the spring following was appoimted a general ofiicer, 
with a view to the command of the cavalry; but the slowness im 
raising them, and the very detached parties in which they were 
employed, prevented his acting in this station. He contisved, 
however, with the ariny, and was mueh consuited in the operations 
of the campaign. In the latter end of the year 1777, or early in 
1778, he was appointed a member of congress, and emploved in 
the arrangements of the army. At this time he signed the arti. 
cles of confederation of the United States, as one of the delegetes 
of Pennsyivania. On the arrival of the British commusswnrers, a 
certain governor, (Jaqhnson) tempted him with the offer of 10000 
guineas, and the best office in the colonies to joi the British ue 
terests, to which he rephied, “Ae was nat worth purchasing. but 
such as he was, the king of Engiand was not rich-enongh io do it.” 
This transaction oceasioued a resolve of congress, to do 10 busi- 
ness with that cominissioner. . 

This overture being publicly denied by that gentleman, was 


proved by the voluntary declaration on oath, of the perso. thro* 
whom it was made, with severa) particulars, and publsired bor! 
in Europe and America, In auttimm, 1773, he was umdniously 
chosen president, or governor, of the state of Penusylvan a. to 


a cheerful aid of, and co-operation or the national government, | which office he was unanimously elected, with like nn 


for public purposes; that the first year of his administration was 
qnarked by a most liberal and unprecedented political teleration; | 
and that in the second year, the appointments of a proportionate 
number of his political friends to public offiees, was grounded on | 


three years, the time Euuted by law. During t 
were great commotions and parties ip the state, apd partictlaris 
a most violent armed insurrection, which be stipp: d, res 
cued a number of his personal eneinics from the most | 


. 


vacancies created hy enacted Jaws, which Igws, we verily believe, | danger of their lives, at the risque of his own: up 


abstractedly considered, would be granted to be expedient by men | received the thanks of the legislature. He was also (notre imal 
of alldeseriptions. But we leave a topic on which we should fear | in quieting the remarkable mutiny of part of the army o le 
to profane the obsequies of the dead by raising the spirit of alter- | Soon after he lost his wife.t Upon this, and the expiracon of ‘us 
gation. The party opposed to him in the state prevailed. His! publie office, he returned into private life, and the dun f his 
gountry recognized his merits’ and his services, and elevated him | profession. He was not cousidered among the opulenr of tie 
to the second station in her gift. He conducted himself in that country before the war, and most probably inust have sul iced 


gtation with dignity and devoted attention to his duties, and he | with others in its various effects. Mr. Keed was very fovinnate 


has died at his post in the discharge of his functions. 


during the war; for, though in almost every cansiders dic enmige 


' Of the private life of this gentleman, it is enough to say, he | ment, and having three horses killed under him, he always eseap- 
was respected, esteemed and beloved by those who knew him best. , ed unhurt. 


The sacrifices he made to public service were yery great; and al- 


In the civil part of his character, his knowledge of the law was 


thouch we know not the fact, so well as to venture its positive as-| found yery useful ina new and unsettled government: so that he 


gertion, we apprehend his patriotism might have left him, 
“Like rigid Cincinnatus, nobly poor.” 


| found it in no small weakness and confusion; he left it at the expi- 
! ration of his office, in as much tranquillity and energs 


as conid 


Our article has extended beyond our originally proposed limits. | be expected from the time, and the peculiar circumstanecs of the 
We will study brevity and conclude by saying, that while this pa- | war. 
¢riot has descended to the grave “full of years, and full of honors. ' 


he has left his example as a legacy to his country; and if it be fol- 
towed, if public virtue, at this trying time, become the order of 
she day, the American name may become even more illustrious, 
and the Eagle of the Union soar 

“Above all Greek, above all Roman fame.” 





FRON THE WESTMINSTER MAGAZINE. 
GENUINE MEMOIR OF 


General Joseph Reed, 


Wao was in the service of the United States during the American 
* Tevolution. ' 


Mr. REED was a native of New-Jersey, in North-America, and 
yeceived a liberal education at the college founded at Princeton 
sn that state; which has furnished a considerable number of emi- 
nent characters. He entered very early on the study of the law, 
em came to England to finish hia profession! education, when 


, 





* This gentleman, Mr. De Berdt, was their agent for Massachu- 
setts Bay, and distinguished for his warm and faithful zeai iu be 
haif of America, 

t A lady,in whom it is difficult to say, whether beauty, talent s 
or virtue, Were mast conspicuous, 





FROM THE WEEKLY MESSENGER. 


Lieutenant John G. Cowell, 
Lei of the United States’ Navy, 


JOHN GLOVER COWELL was born at Marblehead, in the 
county of Essex, and state of Massachusetts, on the 11th Septeme 
ber, 1786. His grand-father, the honourable John Glover, whose 
name he bore, was a brigadiegenéral in our revolutionary war, 
and possessed in a groat degree the esteem and confidence of the 
immortal Washington. This byfve man was induced, in the year 
1778, by il health, and the repéated solicitations of a numerous 
family, to request a dismissal from that service, to which he had 





| 
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long been attached by-the strongest ties of patriotism. The re 
ply of geneval Washin 
guest, is the highest ealogium on his distinguished merits as an 
officer. “Excuse me, air,” says Washington, “if 1 hesitate to give 
™my concurrence in the desire you express of quitting the army. 
I have too high »n opinion of 


ton to ids letter conmunicating this re-} st 


'and though 
your valor as an officer to do any | qualifications as an officer, and his skill as a navigator, secured 


In this respeet, he was soon gratified. The gun-hoate on that 
anvien were dismantled, and he was ordered to the Chesapeake 
frigate, then commanded by captain Hull. He eontinued on 
board this ship ti!] she was hauled up in ordinary at Charlestown, 
attached to her for only a few months, his superior 


thing which may contribute to your relinquishing that character, | him the approbation and attachment of his gallant commandere 


My earnest wish is, that you may continue init.” | ‘ 

this letter dissuaded general Glover from resigning his coms 
mission, and notwithstanding the many inconveniences he suffer- 
ed,and the many doniestic sacrifices he was compelled to make, 
he continued in the service of his country, till she was established 
ip a respectable rank among the nations of the earth. He then 
Jeft the honours of the field for the peaceful joys of domestic life. 
There was, however, but little happiness reserved fur him here; 
the fatigue and duties of a soldier’s life iad so enfeebled a consti 
tution neturaily vigerous and strong, that the days of bis retrre- 
ment were one continued seene of sickness and confinement, 
He iived,buta few years, and then descended to the grave, happy 
in the recotlection that his country was free from the yoke of fo- 
reign bondsrc, and that her liberty was partly the effect of his 
brave and patriotic exertions. 

The eldest daughter of chis brave officer, was the mother of the 
subject of the following biographical sketch. She was married 
iu: the year 1778, to captain Richard Cowell, a man of whom his 
cont. .oporaries speak in the highest terms of veneration. , Eariy 
in the revolution, he held successively the eommand of several 
private armed vessels, aud was celebrated in that capacity, for tite 
many valuable piizes he egptured,and for the undaunted courage 
aud invincible firraness which he manifested on every occasion. 
Many of his companions, who stil} survive, recount with admira- 
tion the gallant achievements of this heroic man; and the many 
Sigual proofs he gave of his coolness and intrepidity as a naval 
eonmander, entiue him to a very conspicuous rank among the 
beroes of our revolution. 

At one time, while commander of a ship of sixteen guns, he 
fell in with an enemy’s ship uf twenty-two, and nearly dou bie the 
number of unen. hough aware of the vastly superior force of 
his opyonent, he was determined to engage her, and after a despe- 
rate batile of forty-two minutes, succeeded in capturiag her. On 
_ board ea ptain Cowell’s ship there was but one mau slightly wound. 

ed, while the enemy bat twenty-three killed and wounded. 

in the year 1780. he had the command of another ship called 
the “Marquis, mounting sixteen guns, a great part of which were 
smal fuur-pounders While ona cruize, he fell in with a letter 
Oo) margue ship of the enemy mounting twenty-four guns, and 
with a complement of men far superior in numbers to his own. 

lelyieg. however, on the spirit and bravery of his officers and 
crew, he laid his ship along side the enemy, and continued there 
for the space of six glasses. So near were they to each other in 
this situation, that the sponges were frequently taken from each 
oraer while in the act of joading, and one man is now living in 
Macbichesd, who was nearly taken out of the port, at which he 
Was stationed, by one of the crew of the enemy. This gallant 
and heroic action deserved a fortunate result; but the enemy, af- 
ter having expended all his ammunition, hauled otf from his op- 
pore it, and the disabled state of the spars and rigging of captam 
Cow: J's ship, prevented his pursujug her. She was taken, how- 
ever, svor after, in a siaking condition by a small sloop, and prov- 
ed a very valuable prize. 

These are but a Few of the gallant actions which distinguished 
the navai career of captain Cowell. Would the limits of this 
notice permit, we could mention many others, whose splendor 
would nat be rivalled by those of modern days, But having al- 
ready trespassed on the patience of our readers, by giving a hasty 
sketch of the ancestors of lieutenant Cowell, we hasten to record 
a few circumstances of him, who in an eminent degree possessed 
the galioutry, ficmness and bravery of his fathers, 

Lieutenant Cowell, at an early period, manifested a predilection 
for the lift of a sailor. But his friends, unwilling that he should 
encounter its perils and dangers at se early an age, niade every 
exertion to restrain his attachment, and accordingly placed bim, 
when only eleven years old, at a store im Boston, Naturally ase 
piring aud ambitious of distinction, he found that the dull routine 
of his present business was but badly ealculated to reaiize his 
hopes of future eminence, and he again determmed on carryin 
into eect his first resolution of becoming a éailor. He accord- 
ingly overcame the objections of his friends, and sailed at the age 
of eleven with captain Derby, from Boston, for the North-West 
Coast of America. 

During thie voyage, which exceeded three years, he, applied 
himself closely to the study of naval tacties, and returned well 
qualified for the promocion, which he shortly after experienced. 
At the age of eighteen, he was mate of a vessel in the merchant 
service, and continued in this business till the close of the year 
1807. While engaged in this serviee, his character as a scientifie 
navigator and practical seaman, stord unrivalled; and from his 
having visited almost every country in Europe, his knowledge of 
the world was very extensive, and his deportment as a gentleman 
perfectly unblemished. 

He resided at this period about a year with his friends, and be- 
ing prevented by the first embargo from following his usual oc- 
cupation, determined on petitioning for a birth in the navy. He 
accordingly received in January, 1809, a sailing-master’s warrant, 
and was ordered to the command of a gun-boat on the Portland 
station, whither he immediately repaired. ‘The gun-boat service, 
however, was te lieutenant Cowell excessively tedious; he could 
not bear the idea of beang confined to the navigation ef creeks 
and rivers; his aspiring mind sought for a mare extensive field of 
actien, and he earnestly wished to be removed from a serviee, 
which limited his exertions and darkened his prospects. 


; Shot bad|y wounded him in the leg. 











Having Row no immediate employment, he petitioned for a fur 
lough, which was granted. After an absenceof nearly eighteen 
months in different parts of Burope, he again returned, and was 
ordered to the United States’ brig Enterprize, then lying at Nor- 
tolkk. He continued on board this vessel for a few months, : 
was then transferred to the Essex. 

It is not on board his ship that we are to consider with atten« 
tion the character and services Of lieutenant Cowell. No opporti- 
nity had yet been presented in which he could display to the world 
the leading features of his character; but it was reserved for the 
deck of his ship to be sprinkled with his blood,and fer her of- 
ficers to witness the gaiiant conduct and heroic death of their brave 
companion. 

_ Early in 1812, tieutenant Cowell left his friends—and, as it has 
guce proved, left them forever. He jomed the Essex at New 
York, and sailed in July on a cruf#e,an which she captured the 
sloop of war Alert, .He arrived in the Delaware about the mid de 
of September; but his time was so much engaged in attending ta 
bis ship, that he could not, at this time, revisit his family. He ace 
cordingly continued at Chester, and sailed the 27th of Uctober, on 
& cruize, which terminated in her ea pcture. ; 

Soon after ber departure, captain Porter, asa testimony of his 
regard for the distinguished merits of lieutenaut Cowell, promote 
ed him to the third lieutenancy. This is ouly the third instance 
of a promotion’s being made in our navy, from the grade of q 
sailing-master to that of a heutenant; and if there ever was-an 
officer who deserved this distinction, we sincerely think it. was he, 
who at this time received it. 

14 the Pacific Ocean, lieutenant Cowell was ordered to the come 
mand of a cutter, at the time when the boats of the Essex caprur- 
ed the letter of marque ships Policy and Georgiana. His conduct 
in this buld achievement. as well as that of his brother efficers, 
gave to their commander an earnest of that gallantry and firm- 
ness, which they after wards so signally displayed. 

Nething remarkable occurred during the remainder of his 
eruize, till the 2d-of Mareh, when the , red was attacked and 
conquered by a superiay force of a frigate of 53 guns and a sloop 
of 28. ‘be particulars of the gallant resistance of her officers 
and crew at this time, have been fully detailed in captam Porter's 
official Jetter,and they need no other record to establish their claim 
to the character of brave and intrepid heroes. 

In the early part of the engagement, lieutenant Cowell reccived 
a slight wound; and having it dressed, repaired a second time to 
his station. He had been here but a short time, when a second 
He continued at his post in 
this situation, till loss of blood rendered him insensible; he was 
then carried below and placed under the eare of the surgeon. 
After the battle he was carried on shore, and his leg amputated; 
his wound, however, was soon aseertzined to be wicurable, and 
after suifering its ac with exemplary fortitude fer the space of 
twenty-ane days, be expired in the presence of his gallant com- 
panions. “He was buried,” says captain Porter im a letter to his 
friends, “in the most splendid manner, and all the honour that 
could be bestowed and shewn upon the tomb of the brave, was 
shown to him. His worth must ever be remembered by his coun- 
iry,and her regret for the loss of so valuable an officer be com- 
mensurate to his merits.”* 

*In the Port Folio of September last, we find the following 
notices of the death of lieutenant Cowell, and of the honours paid 
to his memory: 

* When lieutenant John Cowell had his leg shot off, he was taken 
up to be earried below; but peremptorily refusing to go, he gave 
directions that he should be placed on the coamings of his hatchk- 
way, Where he continued to give his orders with his usual compo- 
sure, until he had lost so much blood, as to be almost insensible. 
When prevailed on at length to be removed to the cock-pit, he in- 
sisted on waiting his turn, before he would suffer his wounds to be 
dressed. ‘Chis extraordinary heroism and generosity were the 
cause of so great a loss of blood, as proved fatal to that distin- 
guished officer.” 

“The case of lieutenant Cowell excited in Valparaiso the live. 
liest interest. ‘The whole city most feelingly and deeply sympa. 
thized in his suffering and lamented his fate. 

«When that brave young officer died, captain Porter was absent 
on business at St. Jago, the capital of Chili. This, however, de 
tracted nothing from the splendor of his funeral. His hervism 
had made every one his friend, and his mourner. He was buried 
with the most distinguished honours, both military and civil, that 
the place could afford. All the American and British officers, the 
erews of the Essex and Essex Junior.of the Phoebe and Cherub,and 
of every other vessel in pert, joined ta swell the funeral procession. 

“But the chief pomp that was displayed ov this solemn and in- 
teresting occasion, arose from the attention of the imhabirtants of 
the place. It would be scarcely hyperbolical to say, thai the ashes 
of the gallant Cowell were watered by the tears of all Vaiparaiso. 

the concourse of Spaniards, headed by the governor of the dis- 
trict, and a large military escort, was immense. 

“Followed by this vast and magnificent procession, and attended 
by solemn music and lighted tapers, the remains of the hero were 
carried to the principal church in the city. Here, after havin 
exposed to public view for two days, shrouded in elegant funera 
a rig they were interred in cansecrated ground within the walls 
of the building, an honour never perhaps before conferred on a 
stranger in that part of the world.” 


er | 





30 





NILES WEEKLY REGISTER—SUPPLEMENT TO VOL. VIL. 








Lieutenant Cowell has left an amiable widow and two children, 
whose claims on the gratitude of our country, we trust, Will not be 
disregarded. ‘Io them the Joss will be irreparable; but if they 
find any consolation for the loss of an affectionate husband and 
father, it will be in the recollection, that his life, though short, 
was unblemished, and that his grave was hallowed by the tears of 
those brave companions who survived him. Theirs will be the 
happy reflection, that his name will ever stand high on the list of 
heroes, who have established the naval character of our eountry, 
and that his virtues and abilities will ever be cherished in the re- 
membrance of her grateful son» 


Lieutenant-Colonel Appling. 


From the Georgia Argus. 


AMONG the many hergic souls who have conspicuously distin- 
guished themselves during the present just and holy contest, lieu- 
tenant-colonel Appling, from this state, deserves to be particularly 
meticed. His conduct has been marked by a daring bravery and 
consummate skill] that demands our warmest approbation. 

‘Twice has it been the good fortune of yeung Appling to come 
in contact with the enemy, and ¢zwice has he proved victorious. 
?T was near Sandy Creek, where our young soldier tirst “flesh’d his 
maiden sword,” and emblazoned the escutcheons of fame with the 
splendid deed. He had been ordered to co-operate with captain 

oolsey ,of the navy, in escorting some naval stores from Uswe- 
£0, destined for the fieet at Sackett’s Harbour. At the head of 120 
men and a few Indians, he safely reached Sandy Creek, where he 
was met by a vastly superior force of the enemy: the confiict was 
shoit, but decisive. After an action of only ten minuies, the ene- 
my were routed on all sides, with the loss of 44 men killed and 
wounded, and 139 prisoners; among the latter were 2 post cap- 
tains and 4 lieutenants of the navy—the loss, on our part. was 
only one rifleman wounded! For this brilliant affair, Appling was 
promoted to lieutenant-colonel. 

Shortly after, the enemy’s forces on our northern frontier were 
rapidly augmenting. The governor-general of the Canadas bay- 
ing collected all the disposabie foree in Lower Canada, amovating 
to 15,000 men, “occupied the village of Champlain, with a view of 


conquering the country as far as Crown Point and Ticonderoga ” | 


He advanced as far as Plattsburg, with this comparativeiy im- 
mense force, where he had the mortification of seeing the Cham- 





plait fleet surrender to the brave Macdonough, and Wellington’s 
veteran legions flying before the valor of 1500 American regulais 
and a handful of raw militia!! Here again was Appling, with 


“blushing honours” crowding thick around him—he atiragied the} 


attention of his generai, and, first on the list of youthiu: hives, | 


he was recommended “to the particular attention of govern can.” 
While other states are bestowing honorary reward on tikir vse 
liant sons, Georgia should not withhold her meed oi 8) prob:.con. 


» . . 


We should foster the holy flame of patriotism with a pecuiiar rc | 
gard—until the divine contagion spreads from breast to breast— 
and more forcibly emulates our sons to deeds of noble daring. 


Lieutenant Gamble. 





Washington City, 27th October, 1814. 


Messrs. Gales Seaton, z 

Major William Gamble, the father of the late lieutenant | 
Gamble, who fell in the action on Jate Champlain, handed me the 
enclosed letter for perusal. I solicited the permission to offer it 
to you for publication. Although congress has already awarded 
a high testimonial to the revered memory of the deceased, by di 
recting a medal, with appropriate inscriptions thereon, to be pre- 
seuted to the male relative next of kin to the fallen hero; never-' 
theless, it is desirable that his memory have the advantage of the 
high and unquestionable testimony of commodore Macdonough, 
under whose command he served, and under whose eye he so | 
bravely and gallantly fell. Will you have the goodness to inscrt ! 
the letter of commodore Macdonough at length? 

Your most obedient servant, 

E. H. CUMMINS. 


Adjutant James L. Donaldson. 


From the Baltimore Federal Gaxettts 


JAMES LOWRY DONALDSON, Esq. who was killed in the 
late action near North Point, on the 12th inseant, was a watiye of 
Ireland, but has resided in this country from the time he was eleven 
years old. He was the third son of colonel William Lowry, of 
this city, his name having been changed by an act of the assembly 
of this state, in compliance with the wishes of'a rejation. Mr. 
Donaldson received a liberal edueation, and was bred to the pro- 
fession of the law, which he was practising in this city with much 
reputation and success, For three suceessive years he received 
the highest preof of the confidence of his fellow-citizens, by bes 
img elected a delegate to represent them in the general assembly 
of this state, a station which, even his political opponents acknow- 
ledge, he filled with eminent ability. 

Possessing a liberal and energetic mind and correct classical 
taste, he distinguished himself at the bar and in the seuate as an 
orator, a civilian and a statesman; and his correct and gentlemanly 
conduct, ensured him the respect and esteem ot his associates in 
both situations, even when differing from him in political senti- 
ments, While his talents, integrity and activity raised him high 
in public estimation, his social virtues and triendly disposition en- 
deared hin to a large circle of acquaintances in private life, 
whose attachment to him increase! with their intimacy. as it af- 
forded them an opportunity of knowing his worth aud merit.— 
Among those who long and intimately knew and sincerely esteem 
ed him, was the writer of this article; who, althongh differing from 
him in political sentiments, never found that difference to affect 
in the slightest degree that friendship which he believes to have 
been mutual, 

Mr. Donaldson was about thirty-three years of age; he has left a 
widow und five small children, to whom his loss will be irrepara- 
ble; a numerous family of relatives. and his extensive circle of 
friends will aleo severely feel his loss. 

The twenty-seventh regiment, in which he aeted as adjutant, 
were warmly attached to him. A few minutes previous to the 
commencement of the action in which he was unhappily slain, he 
addressed them in a short but extremely appropriate and apimat- 
ing speech, which contributed not a little, as many of them have 
“nee stated, to induce that brave and steady resistance of the 
enemy, $0 highly honourable to the regiment. While in the ae- 
tive performance of his duty, he received a musket or nfle ball 
through his head, which put au immediate period to his life. 


ee 


Lieutenant Stansbury. 


Licutenant JOHN STANSBURY, who feliin the late conflieg 
between he Amenecan and Brinsh feets on Lake Champlain, and 
wirtch terminated « gloriously in favour of the former. was the 
accond son of breadier-ceneral Tobias E, Stansbury, of Baltie 
more county, and was born March 23,1768. He received a liberal 
education, and had chosen esis profession the practice of physic, 
for which his talents and maimners emmentiy qualified hun; but 
his constitution being delicate, a voyage to the West Indies was 
recommended and undertaken. Finding that he enjoyed during 
his voyage much Letter heaith than before, op bus return he ex- 
pressed a wish to follow the sez, m which ke was taduigcd by a 
fond fathev, and was bound apprentice to Mesars. Willian Wilson 
and Sons, merchants of this city, in whose service he continued 
in the European trade, ubtil he attained the age of manhood. As 
soon as he ascertained that the conduct of Giest Britain towards 
his country would compei a declaration of war, he applied for 
and obtained the appointinent of midshipman in the service of 
the United States. Immediately after hie appointment, he was 
placed under the conumand of commodore Deeatur. With this 
distinguished officer he remained four years, and took part in the 


capture of the British frigate Macedonian. ‘he good conduct 


of Mr. Stansbury op al! ocdasions. and particularly in this aciion, 
could not pass unnoticed; he was seon after promoted to the rank 
of lieutenant, and ordeved to Lake Champlain, where he assisted 
in the naval preparatjons, and was ultimately atiached as first 


| heutenant to the brig Vieonderuga captain Cassin; and on board 


of unis vessel on the memorable ilth of September, 1814, met his 
fate airmnost “in the arms of victory.” 

About twenty minutes before the termination of the action, 
when the fieets were nearly yard arm and yard arm, her comman- 
der had given an order respectivg the springs on the gable, which 
not being quickly executed, could not escape the attention of heu- 


‘tenant Stansbary; he leaped upon the hammock nettings, a most 


Copy of a lettcr froxn commodore Macdonough to major W. Gam- 
ble, dated 
United States’ ship Saratoga, Plattsburg Bay, | 
September 14th, 1814. 
Dear Sir—It becomes my painful duty to acquaint you with 
the fall of your son, lieutenant Peter Gamble, first of this ship, 
im the action with the British squadron on the 11th instant. 
It will, I trut, be a ¢onsolation to you that your son fell while |} 
gallantly performing his duty to his cowry. His conduct, while ' 
attached to my command, merits my warmest approbation—his 
fall we deeply regret. st 
His body was interred with military honours at Plattsburg, with 
the other officers whe fell on that day. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
‘kt. MACDONOUGH, 


— 





Najor William Gamble. 


exposed situation, and was in the act of having the order obeyed, 
when a cannon hall struck bin and carried his body into the deep— 
his soul intoeternity. Had this gallentand much-lanented youth 
eontined himself to the mere line of his duty. te his command en 
the gun deck, he might yet have lived, the pride of his family and 
of his friends, although the result of the battle might have been 
different; but his manly heart would not permit him to consider 
whether it was Ais duty or that of another; it was sufficient that 
his commander’s order was inexpertly executed; he unhesitatingly 
leaped into a post of danger and of death. His grateful country 
will not forget his merits. HKefore the action commenced, when 
his commodore’s signal gave notice to the fieet tiat the enemy 
were to be fought and that every man was expected to do his 
duty, at the request of his commander, he called the crew ait, 
pointed out and explained to them the signal which was then fly- 
ing, and addressed the.n in glowing and nrost encouraging terns, 


‘ 
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which was answered by three hearty cheers.” During the engage- 
ment he gave every evidence of the confidenee, bravery and cool- 
ness of the American offieer, and the following extract of a letter 
from the gallant commodore Macéoough communicating the 
death of Mr. Stansbury, speaks his character in short, but strong 
terms. “His amiable disposition and superior qualities as an off i- 
cex endeared him to all his brother officers, and in him our navy 
has to regret the loss of a brave and excellent man.” A.C, 





From the Port Fotvio, 
A BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF 


JACOB BROWN, 


MAJ. GEN. IN THE ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mason Genera Brown is, in the true 
signification of the term, a practicable 
man, caleulated for the management of 
weighty concerns. It is apparent, as well 
from the native texture of his mind, as from 
the decision and general cast of his char- 
acter, that he was formed by nature for a 
man of business. He is one of those privi- 
leged individuals. who, possessing eapa- 
bilities peculiar to themselves, seem des- 
tined to atiain to important ends, indepen- 
dently ofthe ordinary means of achieve- 
ment. Thefavourite of nature rather than 
the dependant nursling of education, he 
has not required the constant result of ex- 
perience and discipline to become wise 
and skilful, nor the usual course of grada- 
tion to rise to eminence. In most of his 
undertakings he has pereeived, by the 
foree of a strong natural sagacity, the 
shortest and readiest way to suceess, and 
has seldom failed to attain it, oftentimes 
creating extraordinary means of aceom- 
plishment where common ones were want- 
ing. : 
Although enamoured of peaceful life, 
and eminently calculated for its business 
and enjoyments, his highest talent is per- 
haps, for war. His short but brilliant ca- 
reer has shown him to be possessed of all 


those qualities and fitnesses for enmmand, ! 


that belong to the character of an able 
captain, and of which a daring courage is 
one of the lowest. Vigilant and enlight- 
ened, enterprizing and fall of resources: 
neither seduced into relaxation by the 
smiles of prosperity, nor shaken in his 
purposes by the frowns of adversity; 
prompt in deciding, vigorous and resolute 
yet cool in executing; sagacious in diseov- 
ering the views of the enemy, dextrous and 
Lappy in concealing his own; thoroughly 
acquainted with human nature, not so 
mueh from the study of books, as from the 
more certain and instruetive study of man; 
possessing so perfect a self-command, as to 
be able to meet, without reluctanee, the 
severest privations and denials that are 
incidental to the life ofa soldier: add to 





these, a sense of honour lofty and chival- 
rous, @ constitution of body peculiarly cal- 
culated for deeds of hardihood, capable of 
enduring heat and cold, abstinence and fa- 
tigue, vigilance and continued attention, in 
a degree that to most men would be over- 
whelming and impracticable.—Sach is a 
summary of the character of him whose 
life and transactions we shall briefly de- 
tail. 

Thus endowed by nature with those 
ehoice and lofty qualities, which bestow on 
their possessor a fitness for command, it is 
not, perhaps, to be regarded as a matter of 
surprise, that the subject of this article has 
attained to his present eminence with more 
rapidity, and much less aid from technical 
discipline, than are usually attendant on 
military promotion. It will hereafter ap- 
pear that, from the condition of a private 
citizen, totally unversed in the science of 
arms, he rose, at four steps, and in little 
more than three years, te the distinguished 
rank which he at present holds. ‘lo ren- 
der his advancement the more striking, he 
was upwards of half this time a militia 
officer, and the country was happily in a 
state of peace, two circumstances which 
concurred to prevent the display of his ta- 
lents for war, and to retard the course of 
his military promotion. Under a different 
state of things, his career might have been 
still more rapid and signal. 

Jacob Brown is by birth a Pennsylvani- 
an. He was bern in Bucks county, a few 
miles below Trenton, where his father was 
for many years a respectable farmer. His 
ancestors both paternal and maternal, had 
been for several generations of the society 
of Quakers, some of them conspicuous in 
the cirele wherein .hey moved for good 
sense, piety, and moral worth: the former 
were ainong the earliest settlers of the eol- 
lony, having emigrated from England with 
William Penn, and foilowed his fortunes 
to his infant establishment planied amidst 
the wilds and savages of the new world. 
Like Washington, therefore, and Green, 
Wayne and Putman, and the other distin- 
guished heroes of the revolution, the sub- 


jeet of this memoir is purely American. 


Of the early years of young Brown we 
know but little. All we are given to un- 
derstand is, that, considering his opportu- 
nities, Which were very limited, he pursu- 
ed iearning with zeal and preseverance 
and acquired it with facility. Nor do cir- 
cumstances permit us to question the faet; 
for, at the early age of eighteen, we find 
him entrusted with the direction of a res- 
peetable school at Crosswicks in New-Jder- 
sey. 
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In that situation he continued, much to 
his reputation and not a little to his advati- 
tage, till about the age of twenty-one when 
he made a visit, on business, to the wes- 
tern country, and passed two years in what 
is now the state of Ohio, residing prinet- 
; * . . Ne . ° 
pally in the neighbourheod of Cineinatt 
We are informed, but will not vouch for 
the fact, that he was there employed in the 
capacity of a surveyor of land. Soon af- 
ter lis return from that interesting sec- 
tien of the union, in which, wild and un- 
cultivated as it then was, le still found re- 
seurces for ihe improvement of his mind, 
he was induced to remove to the city of 
New-York. He there, at the particular 
instance of the society of friends, taught 
their public schoot for several years, with 
great credit to himself, and to the entire 
satisfaction of those who employed him. 
During this period his industry and exer- 
tions were strenuous and unremitting. While 
instrueting others, he overlooked nosource, 
he negiected no opportunity of self-im- 

rovement. With a view to cultivate his 
talent for publie speaking, he joined a res- 
pectabie debating society, of whieh he 
soon beeame a conspicuous member. The 
daily papers were also occasonally enriched 
by political essays from his pen, which at- 
tracted ne inconsiderable share of atten- 
tion. He, at one time, meditated entering 
on the profession of the law, but, on ma- 
ture deliberation, relinquished his inten- 
tion, believing himself to be better qualifi- 
ed for more active pursuits. Whether even 
now the busy scenes of military life did 
not present themselves to his view in dis- 
tant prospect, might well be questioned. 
Nor is the presumption that they did the 
less probable. 

The fortunes of most men who have fig- 
ured in the world have been determined by 
accidental, oftentimes by ‘trivial oecurren- 
e¢s. ‘This truth was manifested in the case 
of Mr. Brown. While resident in New- 
York, he became casually acquainted with 
a land agent, whose concern lay on the wa- 
fers andin the vicinity of lake Ontario. 
Having negociated with that gentleman a 
contract for a few thousand acres of what 
was then a wilderness, he set out in the 
year 1799, to form a settlement on his new 
purchase. By this arrangement a founda- 
tion was laid for the eminence and honours 
he has since attained, and the substantial 
benefits he has conferred on his eountry. 

Placed on a new and spacious theatre of 
action, his energies were unfolded with the 
widening of his prospects. His activity 


and talents for business soon rendering him 
a leading character in all matters of pub- 
lie eoneern. By the wisdom and ability 
with which he conducted his affairs, his 
own interests and those of the proprietors 
of lands in his neighbourhood were alike 
promoted. -By his influence in the legisla- 
ture of the state, several salutary and im- 
portant laws were passed in relation to the 
opening of roads, the efection and organi- 
zation of new counties, and various other 
points essentially connected with improve- 
ment of the country. During this period, 
so necessarily replete with engagements 
and avocations according but little with 
studious habits, he was not inattentive to 
the cultivation of his mind, as preparatory 
to other and higher destinies. ‘To add to 
his information in the science of govern- 
ment, and the further to mature his know- 
ledge of man, considered in a civil and so- 
cial capacity, he assiduously devoted a 
portion of his time to the study of ancient 
and modern history. 

Among his other acquirements, having 
distinguished himself as an enlightened 
and practical farmer. Mr. Brown was elect- 
ed in the year 1808, a member of the 
Agricultural and Philosophical society of 
the state of New-York. From about this 
period may be dated the commencement of 
his public character. In the course of the 
succeeding year, he was appointed to the 
command of a regiment of militia, the first 
milirary station he had ever filled. Ap- 
plying himself now to the study of arms 
with the same ardour which had hitherto 
marked his peaceful pursuits, he soon man- 
ifested talents conclusive of the faet, that 
he was calculated for an officer of no ordin- 
ary Standing. He was. accordingly, in the 
spring of 1811, promoted to the rank of 
brigadier general. 

The present war having commenced in 
the year 1812, the country around lake On- 
tario being a frontier and important situa- 
tron, was necessarily destined to become a 
theatre of early and active military opera- 
tions. Arrangements were consequently 
made by government to meet the pressure 
of expectedevents. Ofthe first detachment 
of New-York militia called into the ser- 
vice of the United States, general Brown 
had the command ofa brigade. It is but 
justice to him to state, that he was selected 
to this arduous and responsible situation, 
from the well known firmness and efficiency 
ofhis character, connected with his accur- 
ate knowledge of the country that was like- 
ly to become in a short time the theatre ot 





and intelligence, his knowledge of men! 
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parade-day officer, whose ruling passion 
was the vanity of being gazed at in milita- 
ry dress. He was considered as one quali- 
fied to meet the shock of battle, with the 
imtelligence of a commander and the gal- 
Jantry of a soldier. Nor was it long till 
events oceurred to prove the correctness of 
publie opinion. 

The general’s first command, being by 
far too extensive for the number of his 
troops, was, in an eminent dégree, labori- 
ous and embarrassing. [t embraced the’ 
whole line of frontier from Oswego to St. 
Regis, a distance of more than three hun- 
dred miles. Within this hne was included 
the importaut post of Sackett’s Harbour, 
the security of which, being essential to 
the suecess of ulterior oper®tions, consti- 
tuted the first object of his attention. Hay- 
ing fortified this in the best manner his 
time and seanty means would allow, he 
reconnoitered in person the shores of the 
St. Lawrenee, and, with equal promptness 
and skill, provided, as far as practicable, for 
the defenee of the country. His transpor- 
tation, a short time afterwards, of a party 
of four hundred men from Sackett’s Har- 
bour to Ogdensburgh, manifested a firm- 
ness of purpose and an intrepidity of spirit, 
which but few even of the hardiest soldiers 
passess. ‘The roads were impassable for 
baggage and artillery, and the enemy were 
in undisputed possession of the lake and 
river. On the subject of a passage by wa- 
ter, there existed but one opinion: an at- 
tempt as it was considered, as fraught with 
destruction, The general, however, having 
heen ordered to proceed, was bent on obedi- 
ence, and neither the front of danger nor 
the voice of remonstrance could shake his 
resolution. He, accordingly, embarked 
with his troops in the best flotilla he could 
provide for tuat purpose, and, determined 
tu fight his way through whatever might op- 
pose him, he arrived in safety at his place 
of destinatiou. In this daring enterprize 
he actually achieved what tbe boidest 
might well Jiave hesitated to attempt. 
While stationed at Ogdensburgh he so 
galled and harrassed the enemy, in their 
navigation of the St. Lawrence, that, im- 
patient of further annoyance, they fitted 
out a formidable expedition for his capture 
or destruction. ‘The number of men they 
despatehed on this enterprize was upwards 
of eight hundred, commanded by some of 
their best officers, and provided with every 
thing deemed necessary to insure success, 
The American force opposed to them was 
less than four hundred. Notwithstaading 
this vast numerical differenee, so judicious 








kk | 


were the arrangements of general Brown, 
and so deadly the fire with whieh he re- 
ceived the enemy, that he forced him to 
retreat precipitately, with considerable 
loss in boats and men, not one of his party 
having received even a wound. No fur- 
ther attempts were made to disiodge him, 
during his continaance at that post. 

His term of service having soon after- 
wards expired, the genera! returned to his 
family at Brownville, and resumed, as 
heretofore, his agricuitural pursuits. But 
with the talents and quaiifieations for war 
which he had reéently exhibited, it was not 
io be expeeted, that in atime of danger, 
aud on a frontier establishment, he would 
be suffered to remain,in the enjoyment of 
repose. He was oftentimes consulted on 
military matters by the officers command- 
ing in the distriet wherein he resided, to 
whom his advice was essentially servicea- 
ble, and who never failed to regard it with 
respect and deference. But on occasions 
of emergency, warriors must act as well as 
counsel. We accordingly, in the spring of 
1813, find general Brown again in the fieid, 
and once more entrusted with the defence 
of Sackett’s Harbour, which was menaced 
by a serious attack from the enemy. 

All the regular troops, except about four 
hundred, who, from their recent arrivai on 
the spot, were but little better than fresh 
recruits, had been removed frem the har- 
bour, to co-operate in the meditated reduc- 
tion of Fort George. ‘The furniture of the 
cannon having been carried off t. eompiete 
the outfit for the same service, the batteries 
were nearly in a dismantied state. Nor 
could any efficient aid be derived from the 
co-operation of the fleet,in as much as tiat, 
with the exception of two small schooners, 
were all empioyed in the expedition ap the 
lake. In facet, considering its exposed si- 
tuation, and the vital importance of the 
post, Sackett’s Harbour had been, to the 
astonishment of all military men, left ina 
most unprotected and perilous condition. 
To aid in its defence, general Brown em- 
bodied, with all practical promptitude, a 
few hundred militia from the adjacent dis- 
trict, who had searcely arrived when the 
enemy made his appearance. The gene- 
ral’s situation was critical in itself, and to 
the heart of a soldier trying in the extreme. 
it was his duty to meet the fire, perhaps 
the bayonets, of veterans, with a handful 
of raw, undisciplined troops, many of tiem 
but a few days from the bosom of their fa- 
milies, their domestic feelings still awake; 
and their habits of civil life perfeetly un- 
broken, and none of whom had ever before 
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faced an enemy in the field. But his own 
aciivity, valour, and skill, aided by the de- 
termined bravery of lieutenant colonel Bac- 
kus, of the regular army, supplied all de- 
ficiencies. Arrangements were made to 
receive the enemy with a warm and galling 
fire at his place of landing, and to contest 
the ground with him in his advance towards 
the fort. 

The regiment of United States’ troops 
were stationed in the rear, while general 
Brown, at the head of his new levies, occu- 
pied in person the first post of danger. On 
the second fire the militia broke and fled in 
disorder, but were rallied again by the ex- 
ertions of their commander. During the 
remainder of the conflict, which was warm, 
and continued some time with varying suc- 
cess, the presence of the general was every | 
where felt, applauding the brave, encour- 
aging the timid, and rallying the flying, till 
his efforts were ultimately crowned with 
victory. In consequence of the firm front 
presented by the regulars, and the judicious 
disposition of a body of militia threat- 
ening his rear, the enemy, without aecom- 
plishing his object, was compelled to relin- 
quish the contest, and retreat in great haste 
and some disorder to his place of embarka- 
tion. The annals of warfare afford but 
fuw instances where the success of a battle 
was more justly attributed to the talents 
and conduct of the commander in chief. 
than on the present oceasion. To general 
Brown, in person, did the whole army con- 
eur in ascribing the merit and honour of 
the victory. His valour, aetivity, and skill, 
during the action, had rendered him con- 
spicuous in every eye. This affair, al- 
though diminutive in itself, when compared 
with the gigantic battles of Europe, was, 
notwithstanding, important in its econse- 
quences, in as much as it saved from de- 
siruction our great naval depot on the lakes, 
and compelled the enemy to respect our 
arms. 

General Brown, returning once more to 
private life, amidst the plaudits and con- | 
gratulations of his fellow citizens, and ac- | 
companied by a pleasing consciousness of | 
haying contributed, not ineffectually, to the 
interests of is country, was offered, in re- 
ward of his services, and as an acknow- 
ledgment of his worth, the eommand ofa 
regiment inthe regular army. This offer 
the general unhesitatingly declined, from 
motives which were perfectly correet and 
honourable. The acceptance of it would 





have necessarily contracted his sphere of 
action, placed him below officers whom he 
might then command, and, as whe regiment 





in his offer was yet to be raised, a consider- 
able time must have elapsed before he 
could possibly have taken the field. In 
plain terms, being possessed of the pride 
and ambition of a soldier, he felt himself 
entitled to a higher rank. Nor was it long 
till the government of his country concur- 
red with him in opinion, and appointed 
him a brigadier general in the army of the 
United States. 

The first service in which general Brown 
was engaged under his new appointment, 
was novel and arduous, and required for 
its accomplishment the exertions of not 
only a man of ample resources of mind, 
but of one aecustomed to the management 
of important concerns. It was the superin- 
tendance and direction of the arrangements 
for transporting, from Sackett’s Harbour 
down the St. Lasioead: the army com- 
manded by general Wilkinson in the au- 
tumn of the year 1813, in the abortive ex- 
pedition for the reduction of Montreal. 
For the completion of these arrangements 
from the time of their commencement, only 
three weeks were allowed, a space which 
would seem atterly insufficient for the per- 
formance of a service so complicated and 
extensive. But talents, system, and indus- 
try combined, are competent to every thing 
short of a miracle: and it was such a com- 
bination that enabled general Brown to 
perform satisfactorily this eminently diffi- 
cgit and responsible duty, in even Jess than 
the allotted time. 

In the expedition down the St. Lawrence, 
and during the course of the winter that 
succeeded, the duties and services in which 
general Brown was engaged, were of the 
utmost importance to the operatious and 
well-being of the army, and in all of (hem 
he acquilted himself with distinguished 
reputation, Firmness under misfortune, 
and indefatigable perseverance, when difli- 
culties presented themselves, were among 
the conspicuous traits in his character. He 
manifested a spirit alike invincible in the 
presence of an enemy, and under the hard- 
ships incidental to military life. The ex- 
ample of activity, vigilance and hardihood 


|which his conduct presented to both officers 


and soldiers, was not among the least of his 
benefits to the service. 

In deseending the St. Lawrence, general 
Brown commanded the elite of the army, 
and, at French Creek, repulsed, with his 
own brigade, a naval armament of consi- 
derable foree, despatched from Kingston 
to impede his progress. On passing the 
British fort at Preseott he was officer of 
the day, and to his skill and conduct, on 
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that oceasion, is to be attributed, in a great 
measure, the safety of the army. His com- 
mand was soon afterwards detached in ad- 
vance, on the difficult and highly respon- 
sible duty of opening and preparing the 
way for the main army. The report of 
general Wilkinson, touching the manner 
in which that service was performed, em- 
braces all that can be said of the excellence 
of an officer. In the disastrous affair at 
Wiiliamsburg on the 11th of November, he 
was not present; no part, therefore, of the 
misfortunes of that day are ascribable to 
him. 


On the abandonment of Canada by the 
American forces, au event which soon af- 
terwards suceeeded—general Wilkinson 
being seriously indisposed, and the other 
senior officers exchanging the hardships of 
a camp, and the rigours of a northern win- 
ter, for the luxuries and pleasures of civil 


life in a milder climate—the command of: 


the army devolved on general Brown. 


From the inclemency of the season, and 
the want of all the comforts and most of 
the necessaries of subsistence, the condi- 
tion of the troops was at first deplorable. 
But by the exertions of the commanding 
general, aided by general Swartwout, of 
the staff, it was soon ameliorated. Com- 
fortable huts were provided, the ereciion 
of which general Brown superintended in 
person, while general Swartwout was inde- 
fatigable in procuring supplies of provi- 
sions and clothing: ‘Thus passed the win- 
ter, though not without trying hardships, 
yet with much less suffering than could 
have been reasonably expected in an army 
abandoned to its fate by those who ought 
to have heen present to provide for its 
wants. Ina military point of view, more- 
over, its aspect was such as to eommand 
respect from a menacing foe. By his ar- 


dent and persevering devotion to their eom-| P 


fort and interests, and the wisdom and abil- 
ity which he displayed in promoting them, 
not more in their encampment, than during 
their coilsome and exposing march on their 
return to Sackett’s Harhour, general Brown 
rendered himself deservedly the idol of the 
army, and rose not a little in the esteem of 
the nation. Asa reward for his past ser- 
vices, and in full anticipation that, should 
his life he spared, a higher distinction in 
arms awaited him, he was promoted to the 
rank of major general. In that capacity 
he entered on the succeeding campaign, 
which will long be memorable in the an- 
nals of America—in which, under the gui- 


Providence, he was so highly instrumental 
in checking the pride of Britain by land, 
which our naval heroes had already so ef- 
fectually humbled by sea, and in restoring 
to the arms of his country, the splendour 
they had attained under the auspices of 
Washington. 


In the winter of 1513-4, the enemy bav- 
ing gained possession of fort Niagara, and 
being in considerable foree on the opposite 
shore, a determination was formed to re- 
move once more the seat of war to that 


frontier. Perceiving that the conflict woald 


be arduous and sanguinary, and that the 
master spirits of the army alone could en- 
counter it with any reasonable prospect of 
success, the exceutive appointed general 
Brown to lead the expedition, associating 
with him, Seott, Gaines, Miller, and others, 
whose names have become conspicuous 
for all that is noble in tie profession of 
arms. 

The preceding campaign being darken- 
e” by disasters, and having failed, as man 
supposed, from the inability of those by 
whom it had been conducted, general 
Brown and his officers were fully sensible 
of the deep stake, which both themselves 
and their country held on the issue of the 
present. Their hearts and minds were 
prepared, accordingly, to meet with firm- 
ness the force of the crisis. It is generally 
understood that their determination was, 
not to survive misfortune, which they felt 
assured the public weuld regard, under any 
circumstances, as the result efymismanage- 
meut, and tantamount to disgrace. The 
went resolved to conquer or fall, that glory 
or the grave might cover them from cen- 
sure. 


This campaign being destined to form a 
fresh epoch in the history of the war, pre- 
sented from its commencement a new as- 
ect. ‘The movements of the army were 
conducted with a celerity, a silence, and a 
vigour, which had not been observed ou any 
former occasion. Accordingly, general 
Brown had advanced on his march almost 
to Buttaloe, before it was generally known 
that he had left his encampment at Sac- 
kett’s Harbour. 


A few days previous to his passage inte 
Upper Canada, the commanding general 
thus writes to his friend: «I shall, with the 
blessing of God, pass the strait before me 
the first week in July—I do not see that 
this army is to be assisted by the fleet of 
either lake, commodore Sinclair being or- 
dered to Mackinac: but Ido not despair of 





dance and protection of a kind and all-wise 





suecess, and rély on the goodness of my 
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cause, and the kindness of that Providence 
which has never forsaken me.”* 

The first achievement of general 
Brown on entering the enemies’ territory, 
was the reduction of fort Erie, the garrison 
of which surrendered with but little resist- 
ance. He then declared martial law, and 
made known his views in a proclamation 
essentialiy different from those that had 
been issued by some of his predecessors. 
Instead of being marked with empty boast- 
ings and threats which he was utterly una- 
ble to execute, it breathed the principles 
and sentiments of an upright man and an 
honourable warrior. It set forth that 
*smen found in arms, or otherwise engaged 
in acts of hostility, should be dealt with as 
enemies, while these demeaning themselves 
peaceabiy, and pursuing their private bu- 
siness should be treated as friends: that 
private property should be in all eases held 
sacred, but public property wherever found, 
seized and disposed of by the commanding 
pGeeg that plundering was strictly pro- 

ibited: that the major general did not an- 
ticipate auy difficulty in this respeet from 
the regular army, nor from honourable 
volunteers, who had pressed forward to the 
standard of their country, to avenge her 
wrongs and gain her a name in arms.” 
The proclamation further declared, that 
‘profligate men who follow the army for 
plunder, must not expect to escape the ven- 
geanee of those gallant spirits who are 
struggiing to exalt the national character.” 
No sooner had the general made the ne- 
cessary arrangements in relation to the oe- 
cupancy and security of fort Erie, than he 
marched to attack the enemy, whe lay en- 
trenched in his works at Chippewa. This 
was by every one considered as a daring, 
by many, as a rash and hazardous-‘measure. 
But something signal being necessary to 
redeem the reputation which had been jost 
in the events of former campaigns, difficul- 
ties and dangers and remonstrances were 
disregarded. They even inereased the 
anxiety for action, inasmuch as they would 
add tv the glory of victory. The general’s 
lans and determinations were formed, and 
nothing that human resolution, aided by 
ali the means in his power, was capable of 
suymounting, could restrain him from 


Ap ee 


* it redounds not a little to the hononr of genegal Brown, that 
the army which he led into Canada, equal, perhaps, to any one 
@j the same number that ever took the field—had been prepared 
for public service under his own eye. Such was its discipline, 
and such the confidence of the soldiers in each oiber, that an of- 
fices of rank belonging to it was heard to declare. that, only show 
the troops au enemy, and communicate to thein the plan of attack, 
and they woukd fight and con-:juer without their commander. 
‘Fo be the prime instrument in forming such an army is, of itself, 
au act of distinguished generalship: aud that distumetion belonged 
te general Browe, 


boldly attempting their execution. The 
wished for moment at length arrived. The 
enemy venturing from behind his entrench- 
ments, the battle was fought on an open 
plain, and thoagh not of long duration, was 
severe and sanguinary. The result is well 
known. The soldiers and officers of Wel- 
lington, who had wrested the laureis from 
the veterans of France, were defeated by a 
detachment from the American army.."The 
ouly troops engaged on the part of general 
Brown, were general Seott’s brigade, and 
a corps of volunteers commanded by geue- 
ral Porter. ‘The remainder of the army, 
although burning for combat, had no oppor- 
tunity of coming into action. Scott’s bri- 
gade, in partieular, animated by the exam- 
ple, and directed by the skil! of its gallant 
and distinguished leader, performed. little 
‘less than prodigies of valour. Wherever 
that band of heroes—for such they were— 
directed their fire or pointed their bayonets, 
the boasted “conquerors of the Peninsula” 
fied or fell. Nor were the volunteers un- 
der Porter, wanting in achievement. ‘They 
manifested great coolness and bravery, and 
esbehsheated not a little in the honours of 
the day. The British fought on ground 
deliberately chosen by themselves, as, most 
suitable to their discipline and plan of ac- 
tion, and the number of troops they had 
engaged—all regulars—was considerably 
superior to that of the Americans. Not- 
withstanding this, their discomfiture was 
complete, and their loss very considerable. 
Their works alone, behind which they re- 
treated, preserved them from certain and 
irretrievable ruin. Such was the chastise- 
ment they received in this affair, that al- 
thoagh battle was soon afterwards otiered 
them again, on their own terms, as will 
appear from an extract of a letter from 
general Brown, they felt no disposition to 
accept the challenge. 

The general discovering that unfounded 
reports were in circulation respecting some 
of the results of this batile, as well] as the 
relative number of the combatants, felt in- 
dignant at the ungenerous effort thus made 
to detract from the well merited fame of 
his army. ‘To correct the honest errors 
that were afloat, and counteract the wilful 
misrepresentations that were but too indus- 
triously propagated on this subject, he loses 
no time in making public the following 
statement: “We have ascertained to a cer- 
tainty that the loss of the enemy was near- 
er six than four hundred, Great injustice 
is done to my brave companions in arms, 





in overrating our numbers. The enemy 


had more regular troops than we had en- 
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goged, and that upon a perfect plain, with- 
out a stump or a shrub to interpose. Be- 
sides, generai Ryal had planed his order 
of battle at leisure, and came from behind 
his works in perfect condition for action.” 
Shortly after the action at Chippewa, the 

eneral thus writes to his friend from 
Suicanatowis “tloping and believing that 
the enemy would make another struggle 
in the field, if pressed om his strong 

round, supported by his forts on the 
Beight, 1 lefi al! my baggage under a strong 
guard, and passed on with three days pro- 
Vision in vur taversacks. Che enemy fled 
before us, abandoniog bos fort on the height, 
and burning ''s barracks. He has retired 
for the present to fort Niagara and fort 
George. J shall rest my army here for a 
few days, taking eare that the enemy shall 


not escape by iand, and with the hope of 


hearing trom Commodore Chauneey. Lam 
in no condition to invest forts George and 
Niagara, without his aid and my battering 


guns, whieb f expeet him to bring me from| 


the Harbour. My ability to face the enemy 
in the field I do not doubt, and I shall not 
hesitate to meet him presently should he 
again oifer me dattle—tf have now seen the 
falls of Niagara im all their majesty, and 
my camp is situate in a country affording 
the mest sublime and beautiful seenery. 1 
ean faney nothing equal to it, exeept the 
noble contest of gailant men on the field of 
battle, struggting for their country’s glory 
and their own.” 

From Queenstown, where he had been 
for a short time stationary, general Brown 
marched with a part of his army down to- 
wards fort George. His object in this 
movement, besides reconnoitering the ene- 
my, was to be near to the shores of lake 
Ontario, hoping that he might there re- 
ceive some intelligence respecting Commo- 
dore Chauncey and the fleet. Being dis- 
appointed in this expectation, he returned 
after a few days to his station at Queens- 
town. ‘The enemy, in the mean time, were 
mot inactive. Having received large sup- 
plies, and no ineonsiderable addition to 
their numbers, they concentrated their 
forces in the peninsula between Burlington 
and Erie, and felt themselves ina condi- 
tion to offer battle. ‘The proposal was 
eagerly embraced by the American general 
and his brave associates. 

The British army commanded by lieu- 
tenant general Drummond in person, aided 
by major general Ryal and other skilful 
and distinguished officers, fought again on 
its own ground. It had selected a spot 
favourabie for action, not far distant from 





ne 


the falls of Niagara. The Americans who 
were again the assailants, made the attack 
in the evening, led on, as at Chippewa, by 
general Scott. ‘The battle raged for sev- 
eral hours with unabated fury, the troops 
having no other lights to direet their move- 
ments, and conduct their steps to mutual 
slaughter, but the dismal gleam of their 
own arms. The wonder of nature, the ad- 
jacent falls, might equal, but could not, in 
grandeur and magnificence, surpass the 
scene which this conflict presented. Never 
was there a field more obstinately contest- 
ed, nor considering the numbers engaged 
and the duration of the struggle, a broader 
display of individual heroism. ‘The ene- 
my, although superiour in numbers at the 
commencement of the action, and reinfore- 
ed by a considerable body of fresh troops 
during its continuance, were compelled to 
yield to American valor. Four times did 
their bravest troops charge, to regain their 
artillery, which had been wrested from 
them, and as often were they compelled to 
fall back in dismay. ‘Their loss in killed, 
wounded and prisoners was upwards of a 
thousand men. Among the latter was 
major general Ryal and twenty other com- 
missioned officers, somc of them of rank: 
The loss on the American side, although 
somewhat less, was by no means trifling. 
General Brown was himself severely 
wounded, and among the slain was one 
of his aids, a youth of accomplished man 

ners and exalted promise. The intrepid 
Scott, who was te be found only where 
slaughter was thickest and danger most 
threatening, received a wound which still 
deprives his country ef his services in the 
field. 

The severity of general Brown’s wounds 
compelled him to a temporary retirement 
from service. But in the space of a few 
weeks we find him again at the head of his 
army, no longer indeed in the field, but 
within the walls of fort Erie. In the in- 
terim our troops in that fortress had been 
much harrassed and pressed by the enemy, 
now beeome superior ina still higher de- 
gree by reinforcements, and exasperated 
to madness by their late defeats. An as- 
sault of the works had been attempted, 
but was gallantly repelled by the Ameri- 
can forces then under the command of gen- 
eral Gaines. Not long afterwards that ex- 
eellent officer received a serious wound 
from the bursting of a shell, which obliged 
him also to retire for a time from the ser- 
vice of his country. 

Menaced in front by a powerful enemy, 
and having a river of difficult passage in 
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their rear, the troops in fort Erie began to 
be considered in a very perilous situation. 
The solicitude for the safety of men, who, 
by acquiring glory for themselves had con- 
ferred it on their country became universal 
and great. For atime every eye seemed 
directed towards Erie, and every American 
Seart felt a deep interest in the fate of 
those heroic spirits who had fairly eonquer- 
ed the “conquerors of the Peninsula.”’ But 
to a commander whose mind is firm, ecol- 
Jected, and rich in resources, difficulties 
are but the harbingers of fresh triumphs. 
While general Drummond was engaged in 
formidable arrangements intended for the 
destruction of the American forces, gene- 
ral Brown was still more actively and sa- 


gaciously employed in devising means for} gs 


their safety and glory. 

By the middle of September, the enemy 
had nearly completed a line of batteries to 
command the fort, whieh, when in full 
operation, would have rendered the posi- 
tion of the Americans at least unsafe, if 
not untenable. But general Drummond, 
while erecting this extensive work of an- 
noyance, was little aware of the disaster 
and mortification he was preparing for 
himself, and the laurels he was cultivating 
for the brow of, his adversary. On the 
47th of September, the day before the fire 
from the batteries was to commence, ano- 
ther seenefof glory opened on the American 
commander and his brave associates. His 
plan being matured, and his troops in rea- 
diness, their spirits wound up to the high- 
est enterprize, general Brown made a sor- 
tie, not in the form of a “night attack,” of 
which a distinguished British officer had 
so bitterly complained, but in the face of 
day, drove the enemy from his strong hold 
with the loss of more than eight-hundred 
men, spiked his cannon, and destroyed his 


works. ‘Thus was the labour of thousands, | 


continued unremittingly for many weeks, 
frustrated in an hour by the skilful and 
well-timed enterprize of a commander, and 
the valour and heroism of a few gallant sol- 
diers. ‘The loss of the Americans, though 
considerable, was far inferior to that of the 
British. Several excellent officers fell on 
both sides. 

For brilliancy and effect, this sortie 
challenges a comparison with any thing 
recorded in the annals of war. It is of 
itself sufficient to gain for a commander a 
name inarms. It resembled not a little the 
celebrated exploit of general Elliot, in the 
year 1784, against the battery erected by 
the Suoniied, with a view to the redue- 
tion of the fort ef Gibraltar. ‘Te render 








the discomfiture of the enemy the more sig- 
nal, and his disappointment the more gall 
ing, the besieged general, in each instance, 
suffered the hostile work to be ready for 
operation, before the development of his 
plan for its demolition. In each instance, 
moreover, the success of the assailants was 
alike complete, and alike decisive of the 
issue of the siege. 

While preparing for this enterprize, 
which he had for sometime meditated, 
generat Brown writes thus to an intimate 

riend: “J trust the nation will not submit! 
I believe the pressure of the enemy cannot 
fail to make us great—and I pray God that 
my hopes may not be disappointed! My 
own fate, and the fate of the brave and 
ood men around me, are very uncertain.” 
Shortly after the destruction of his works, 
Seng Drummond retreated from before 
ort Erie, and fell back on fort George, 
leaving the American army in the enjoy- 
ment of security and repose, as the reward 
of their valour. The conflict in that quar- 
ter being now apparently at an end, general 
Brown was transferred from the Niagara 
frontier to the command of Sackett’s Har- 
bour, which constitutes,as we believe, his 
present station. 

The achievements of the American army 
during the last campaign in-U pper Canada, 
cousidering the circumstances under which 
they were effected, need no comment. They 


jare their own best interpreters, speaking 


in a language which eannot be misunder- 
stood. ‘hey announce in the commander, 
talents, perseverance and daring enterprize, 
and in his brave associates, patience and 
gallantry, invineible firmness and military 
discipline in its highest style. ‘They will 
be selected hereafter by the hand of his- 
tory, to enrich and emblazon some of her 
choicest pages. ‘To triumph with inferior 
numbers, and in open conflict, over troops 
that had defeated the veteran legions of 
France, is of itself sufficient to consummate 
the glory of any commander: and such has 
been the fortune of general Brown. 

We know it has been said by Some, that 
the movements and measures of the last 
campaign, were characterized by rashness, 
and that their successful issue is te be at- 
tributed more to good fortune than to able 
generalship. We consider the charge as 
neither generous nor just. What might 
well bedeemed rashness at one conjuncture, 
is wisdom at another; and that general who 
does not trust somewhat to fortune, will 
rarely become great. He may, indeed, save 
his forces, and acquire the reputation of.a 
prudent commander. But, if he calculate 
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too nicely, he is not the man to gain for his 
country a name in arms, vor suddenly to 
revive, by deeds of valour, the hopes and 
prospects of a people broken in their spirits 
by repeated disasters. 

it has been already stated, that, at the 
opening of the Canadian campaign, the 
repatation of the American land-arms was 
atalowebb ‘To retrieve this, and arouse 
the spirits of the nation, something of no- 
ble and impetuous daring—sdmething be- 
yond the mere dictates of cold, calculating 
prudence and gray-haired wisdom, had be- 
eome essential. The commander who 
would thus adventure—thus overstep the 
limits of common military discretion, would 
hazard his fame as well as his life. Of 
this general Brown was as fully sensible, 
as the sternest inculeater of wisdom and 
caution. But he was no less sensible, that 
the times demanded the risk, at least, of a 
sacrifice, and he was willing, should Hea- 
ven so order it, to be himself the victim. 
Hence the souree—and wisdom herself will 
yet applaud them—of the hardy and ha- 
zardous measures he pursued. At another 
time he might, and, if we are not mistaken 
in him, would be, as circumspect in his 
ealeulations, as he has been heretofore 
venturesome: for such conduct, and such 
alone, belongs to the character of an able 
captain—to suit his plans, by ecorrespond- 
ing changes, to the nature of the crisis, his 
own situation, and the exigency of affairs. 
Notwithstanding the prevalence of a con- 
trary belief in the minds of many, such was 
unquestionably the conduct of Washington, 
that model of all that is praiseworthy ina 
commander. 

In private life, as a neighbour, a friend, 
a husband and a father, general Brown is 
respected and beloved. In the character 
of a son, he is peculiarly exemplary. For 
many years his pious and assiduons atten- 
tions have been the support and conselation 
of his aged parents, one of whom is still 
living, to rejoice in his prosperity, and to 

our forth now on the laureled head of the 
uae of armies, those benedictions which 
she once bestowed on the helpless infant. 





From the Analectic ,Magazine. 


Anecdotes of the Battle on Lake Erie. 


Itis a trite %mark, that general descriptions of battles present 
no distinct images to the mind. We read with little emotion ef 
broadsides discharged, ships cut to pieces, and numbers killed and 
wounded; but when particuiars are given us, when the imminent 
risks or piteous disasters of individuals are detailed, we fancy our 
selves in their situations, and ina manner mingle personally in 
the conflict —A mere outline of the battie of Erie was given some 
time since in the Biography of Commodore Perry; since then sev- 
eral ciccumstanees have reached us, which give a more vivid idea 
of the nature of the fight, and show the incessant and thickening 
perils with which that young officer was surrounded. 

It was his joi repeatedly tosee men swept away from his side; 
sorae even while converapg with him. Qpe of these iuciderits 





displays the coolness and presence of mind that prevailed among 
the officers, and indeed throughout the ship, enabling them even 
to jest with present dangers. The second heutenant of the Law- 
rence, while standing beside Commodore Perry, was etyuck in 
the breast by a:chain shot. The shot having passed through the 
bulwark, had no other effect than to knock him down, and 
lodged im the bosom of his waiscoat. He fell with an exclamation, 
and remained for & moment stunned by the violenee of the blow. 
Perry raised him up, and seeing no marks of a wound, gave him 
some cheering words, and told him he could not be hurt The 
iientenant ceming to himself, put his hand into-his bosom, pulled 
out the chain shot, and exciaiming “no sir, but this is my shot,” 
thrust it with great sang froid into his pocket. 

In the course of the action Perry noticed a printé and favour- 
ite sailor, who was captain of one of the guns, very much embar- 
rassed with his piece, which in consequence of the forelock 
being broken, was rather unmanageable and rebounded. 
approached hin, and inv his usual emcourageing manner, ask 
hisa what was the matter? ‘fhe honest tar who had been showing, 
signs of infinite vexatton, turned round, and gs Be sami of a 
mistress, exclaimed reproachfully, “Sir my gun behaves er 
fully—shamefully!” He then levelled it, having taken aim 
raised up and squared himself in a fine martial style, when sud- 
denly a cannon ball struck him in the breast, through him, 
and he fell dead, without a n! 

Lieutenant Yarnall, of the Lawrence, behaved throughout 
with great bravery and coolness. He was dressed as a common 
seaman, a red bandana handkerchief’ was tied round his neck, and 
another round his head, to stanch two wounds which he had re- 
ceived. From these the blood trickled down his face, and a splin- 
ter having passed through his nose, it had swelled toa hideous 
magnitude. In this frightful plight, looking like the very genius 
of carnage and ill juck, he came up to Perry in the hottest and 
bloodiest of the fight, and ts is to him that all the offleers of 
bis division were killed. Perry ordered others in their place. 
Shortly after, Yarnall returned with a repetition of the dismal tid- 
ings that all the officess were shot down; “then, Sir,” said Perry, 
“you must emleavour to make out by yourself, I have no more to 
furnish you!” 

_ One circumstance which Perry relates deserves particular men- 
tion. It has in it something of sengiment that is above common 
life, and absolutely belongs to poetry. When in the sweeping ha- 
voce that was sometimes made, a number of men were shot away 
from around a gun, the survivors looked silently around to Perry— 
and then stepped into their places. Whenever he looked at the 

oor fellows that lay wounded and weltering on the deck, he always 

ound their faces turned towards him, and their eyes fixed on his 
countenance. It is impossible for words te heighten the sim- 
ple and avecting eloquence of this anecdote. It speaks volumes 
in praise of the heroisin of the eummander, and the loyal affection 
of his followers. 

When Perry went off from the Lawrence to shift his flag to the 
Niagara, he stood up in the boat gallantly waving his sword, aud 
was heard cheering J to exclaim, “Pull away my brave boys!” so 
earnest was he that though the bails whistled round him he could 
scarcely be made to take a seat, and an old sailor, who had been in 
both battles of the Constitution, absolutely held him down. 

Just after he had got on board the Niagara, and was on the 
quarter deck, a sailor who commanded one of the guns, seeing all 
his men shot down, turned with eagerness to Perry, and, and lay- 
ing both hands upon his shoulders, exctaimed, “For God's sake, Sir, 
give me some more men!” Such was the vivid animation that 
prevailed among all ranks—they had lost all sense of personal dar- 
ger, amd thought of nothing but victary. 

When the Niagara dashed through the enemy’s line, as she pass- 
ed the Lady Prevost, Lieutenant Buchan, the commander of that 
vessel, was shot through the face by a musket ball. ‘Ihe vessels 
were then within half pistol shot, so that every thing could be seen 
distinctly from one to the other. The crew of the Lady Prevost, 
unable in their crippled state to stand the fire of the Niagara, ran 
below; but their unfortunate commander remained on deck, and 
Perry saw him leaning on the companiou-way, with his face en his 
hand. me with fixed stare at his enemies. Perry immediate- 
ly silenced the marines on the quarter deck, and running forward 
ordered the men to cease firing. He afterwards learnt that the 
strange eonduct of Lieutenant — was owing to sudden de 
rangement caused by his wound. He was a brave officer, and had 
distinguished himself in the battle of the Nile, 

While Perry was enghged at close quarters in the Niagara, 
Lieutenant Turner, a fine bold young sailor, who commanded the 
brig Caledonia, of three guns, spreading every sail endeavoured to 
get into action. His foresail interfered between him and the ene 
my, but, rather than take in an inch of canvass, he ordered his men 
to tire through it. Seeing the commodore engaged in the thick~ 
est of the fight, he proposed to the commander of another sinall 
vessel, to board the Detroit; the other, however, prudently declined 
the rash but gallant pro posal, 

It bas heen mentioned that two Indians were on board the De» 
troit, stationed im the tops, to pick off our officers with their rifles. 
No soouer, however, did the ships come into close action, then they 
were dismayed by this new and tremendous species ef battle, and 
slunk into the holi.— When the ship was taken they anticipated 
cruel treatment, if their nation wadiscovered, and borrowed sii- 
lors’ clothes that they might pass for Englishmen. ‘thus disguised, 
they lay in close concealment fox two days, when word was 
bought to Perry, that two Indians were concealed below who had 
not tasted food ter eight and forty hours. 

He had them brought upep deck, where they made a most un- 
coudh and ludicrous appearance, with their borrowed garments bag- 
ging abourthem. They expected nething less than to be butche: 
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ed and scalped, but notwithstanding, preserved the most taciturn 
inflexibility of muscle.—Perry, however, after putting a few good 
bumoured questions to them, ordered them to be taken away and 
fed; a degree of jemty which seemed to strike them with more suz- 
prize than their stoic natures are apt to evince. 

The only time that the coolness and self'command of Perry expe- 
enced any thing like a shoc.., was on seeing his young brother, a 
midshipman, knocked down by a hammeck, which had been driven 
in by a ball. In the momentary agony of his mind he gave him up 
as slain, but had the delight to see him rise up perfectly unhurt. 

Perry speaks highly of the bravery and good conduct of the ne- 
groes, who formed a considerable part of his crew. They seemed 
to be absoluiely msensible to danger. Wher Captain Barclay 
came on board the Niagara, and beheld the sickly and particolored 
beings sround him, an expression of chagrin escaped him at having 
been copquered by such men. ‘The fresh water service had very 
much ampaired the health of the sailors, and crouded the sick list 
with patents. 

We shal: close these few particulars of this gallant and roman- 
tie affair; with the affecting fate of Lieutenant Brookes of the 
marines, It presents an awful picture of the scenes which the 
warrior witnesses in battle—his favourite companions suddenly 
cut down before his eyes—those dreadful transitions from the 
flush of health and the vivacity of youth, to the ghastliness of 
agonized death—from the cheering and the smile, to the shriek 
and the convuision. 

Brookes was a gay, animated young officer, remarkable for his 
— beauty. In the midst of the engagemert he accosted 

rry in a spirited tone, with a smile on his countenance, and 
was making some observations about the enemy, when a nes pee) 
ball struck him in the thigh, and dashing him to the opposite 
side of the deck. ‘The blow shattered him dreadfully, and the 
suddew anguish forced trom hin: the most thrilling exclamations. 
He implored Perry to shoot him and put an end to his torture; 
the latter directed some of the marines to carry him below and 
consign him to ihe surgeon. The seene was rendered more 
aftecting by the conduct of a little mulatto boy of twelve years 
of age, a favourite of Brookes’. He was carrying cartridges to 
one of the guns. but on seeing his master fali, he threw himself 
on the deck with the most frantic gesticulations and piercing 
cries, exclainiimg that his master was killed; nor ceuld he be 
appeased until orders were given to take him below when he 
immediately returned lo carrying cartridges. 

Mr. Hamilton, the purser, who had worked at a gun like a 
common sailor, being wounded, was carried below ard laid on 
the same. mattrass with Breokes. The wound of the latter was 
sianehed, and he lay composed, calmly awaiting his approaching 
death. Hazilton observes that he never looked so pertectly 
beautiful as at this moment, when the anguish of his wound had 
imparted a feverish flush and lustre to his usuaily blooming coun 
tenance. He asked with great solicitude after Perry, and how 
the battle went. He gave a few directions respecting his own 
afiairs, and while bis voice was growing weaker and weaker, re- 
commended his litte mulatto to kindness and protection, directing 
ito whose hands he shouid be placed. While he was yet talk- 
ing, Hanuiton’s attention was suddenly attracted by some cir- 
cumstance which oceasioned him to look another way for a 
moment—the voice of his companion died upen his ear, and when 
be turned his face again, poor Brookes had expired! 


Additional Anecdotes. 
(BY THE EDITOR OF THE MUSEUM.) 
The means employed by our officers to 





take the brigs over the bar, were ingeniuos'! 
and deserve mention. ‘Two large seows' 
tifty feet long, ten feet wide and eight feet 
deep, were prepared—they were first filled 
with water and then floated along side one 
of the vessels in a parallel direction; they 
were then secured by means of large pieees 
of hewn timber placed athwart ship, with 
both ends projecting from the port holes’ 
across the scows; the space between these 





timbers and the boat secured by other’ 
pieces preperly arranged; the water was: 
then bailed from the scows, thereby giving | 


them an astonishing lifting power. 

On the morning o7 the 10th of September, 
at sunrise, the enemy were discovered bear- 
ing down from Malden for the evident pur- 
pose of attacking our squadron, then at an- 
ehor in Put-in-Bay. Not a moment was to 
be lost. Ou squadron immediately got un- 


fleet, which at this time had the weather 
gage. At10a.™M. the wind shifted from 
s. w. tos. ©. which brought our squadron 
to windward. The wind was light, the day 
beautiful—nota cloud obscured the horizun. 
The line was formed at 11, and Commodore 
Perry caused an elegant a which he had 
privately prepared, to be hoisted at the 
mast head of the Lawrence; on this fla 
was painted in characters, legible to the 
whole fleet, the dying words of the immor- 
tal Lawrence,—“‘Don’T GIVE UP THE 
sHip.” itseffeectisnot tobe de-eribed—every 
heart was electrified. The crews cheered, 
the exhilerating ean was passed. Both 
fleets appeared eager for the conflict, on the 
resalt of which se much depended. 

The editor of this paper, in company 
with five others, arrived at the head of Pat- 
in-Bay island on the evening of the oth, 
and had a view of the action at the distance 
of only ten miles. ‘The speetacie was trn- 
ly grand and awful. The firing incessant 
for the space of three hours, and eontinued 
at short intervals forty-five minutes longer. 
In less than one hour alter the battle began 
most of tne vessels of both fleets were en- 
veloped in a cloud voi smoke, which render- 
ed the issue of the action uncertain, till the 
next morning, when we visiied the fleet in 
the harbour on the opposite side of the 
island. ‘The reader wil! easily judge of 
our selicitude to learn the result. ‘here 
is no sentiment more painful than suspense, 
when itis excited by the uncertain issue of 
an event like this. 

The carnage on board the prizes was 
prodigious—they must have lost 200 in kil- 
led. besides wounded, The sides of the 
Detroit and Queen Charlotte were shatter- 
ed from bow to stern; there was searcely 
room to place one’s hand on their larboard 
sides without touching the impression of a 
shot-—a great many balls, canister and 
grape, were found lodged in their bulwarks, 
which were too thick to be penetrated by 
our carronades, unless within pistol shot 
distance. ‘Their masts were so much shat- 
tered that they fell overboard soon after 


ithey got into the bay. 


The loss of the Americans was severe, 
particularly on board the Lawrence. When 
her flag was struck she had but nine men 
fit for duty remaining on deck. Her sides 
were completely riddled by the shot from 
the long guns of the British ships. Her 
deck, the morning after the eonflict, when 
I first went on board, exhibited a scene that 
defies deseription—for it was liferally co- 
vered with blood, which still adhered to 
the plank in clots—brains, hair and frag- 





der way and sived out to meet the British: 
oe 


ments of bones still sticking to the rigging 
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and sides. The surgeons were still busy 
with the wounded—enough!—horror ap- 
palied my senses. 

Among the wounded were several brave 
fellows, each of whom had lost a leg or an 
arm—they appeared cheerful and expres- 
sed a hope that they had done their duty. 
Rome and Sparta would have been proud 
of these heroes. 

The etlicacy of the gun boats was fully 
proved in this action, and thé sterns of ali 
the prizes bear ample testimony of the 
faet.— hey took raking positions and gal- 
led the enemy severely. The Lady Pre- 
vost iost twelve men before either of the 
brizs fired oa her.— heir fire was quick 
and precise. Let us hear the enemy.— 
The general order of Adjutant General 
Baynes, contains the following words: 
“His | Perry’s] numerous gun boats,| four | 
which had proved the greatest annoyance 
during the action were all aninjured ” 

‘he undaunted bravery of admiral Bar- 
clay entitled him to a better fate; to the 
loss of the day was superadded grevious 
and dangerous wounds: he had before lost 
an arm; it was his hard fortune to lose 
md use of the other, by a shot whieh earri- 
ed away the blade of the right shoulder; a 
canister shot made a violent contusion in 
his hip: his wounds were for some days con- 
sidered mortal. Every possible attention 
was paid to his situation. — When Commo- 
dore Perry sailed for Buffalo, he was so far 
recovered that he took passage on board 
our fleet ‘The fleet touehed at Krie. The 
eitizens saw the alfeeting spectacle of Har- 
rison and Perry supporting the wounded 
British hero, still unable to walk without 
help, from the beach to their lodgings. 

On board of the Detroit, twenty-four 

hours after her surrender, were found snug- 
ly stowed away in the hold, two Indian 
Chiefs who had the courage to go on board 
at Malden, for the purpose of acting as 
sharp shooters to kill our officers. One 
had the courage to ascend into the round 
top and discharge his piece, but the whiz- 
zing of shot, splinters, and bits of rigging, 
soon made the place too warm for him—he 
descended faster than he went up; at the 
noment he reached the deck. the fragments 
of a seaman’s head struck his comrade’s 
face, aud covered it with blood and brains. 
He vociferated the savage interjection 
‘guol!”’ and both sought safety below. 

The British officers had domestivated a 
bear at Malden. Bruin accompanied his 
comrades to battlke—was on deck of the De- 
troit daring the engagement, and eseaped 
unhurt. 

‘he killed of both fleets were thrown 

EK 


over bourd as fast as they fell.” Several 
were washed ashore upon the island and 
the main during the gales that sueceeded 
the action. 

Commodore Perry treated the prisoners 
with humanity and indulgence; several Ca~ 
nadians, having wives at Malden. were per- 
mitted to visit their families on paroie. 

The British were superior in the length 
and number of their guus. as weil as in the 
number of men. ‘he American fleet was 
manned with a motly set of beings. Kuro- 
peans, Africans, Americans, from every 
part of the United States. Full one fourth 
were blacks Isaw one Russian, who could 
not speak a word of English. They were 
brave—and who could be otherwise under 
the command of Perry? 

‘The day after the battle, the funeral ob- 
sequies of the American and British offi- 
eers who had falien in the action were 
performed, in av appropriate and @ifeeting 
manner. An opening onthe margin of the 
bay was selected for the interment of the 
bodies. ‘The crews of both fleets attended. 
The weather was tine—the elements seem- 
ed to participate in the solemnities of the 
day, for every breeze was hushed and not 
a wave ruilled the surface of the water. 
The procession of hoats—the neat appear- 
auce of the olficers and mes—the music— 
the slow and regular motion of the oars, 


striking in exact tim- with the notes of the 


solemn dirge—the mournful waving of the 


the different ships in the harvor—the wild 
and solitary aspect of the piacee—the still- 
ness of nature, gave to the seene an air of 
melancholy grandeur, better felt than de- 
seribed—all acknowledged its influence— 
all were sensibly affeeted. What a con- 
trast did it exhibit to the terrible confliet 
of the preceding day! Then the people of 
the two squadrons were engaged in the 
deadly strife of arms. Now they associated 
like brothers, to pa. the last sad tribute of 
respect to the dead of both nations, 


ean and three British. Lt. Brooks and 
midshipman Laub of the Lawrence; Cap- 
tain Finnis and Lt. Stokoe of the Queen 
Charlotte, and Lt. Garland of the Detroit. 

‘I'he graves are but a few paces from the 
beach, and the future traveller of either na- 
tion, will find no momento by which to dis- 
tinguish the American from the British 
hero. 

The marines of our fleet were highly 
complimented by the commodore, for their 
good couduet; although it was the first time 
the most of them had seen a square rigged 





vessel, being fresh from Harrison’s army. 


flags—the sound of the minute guns fron 


Five oiicers were interred. two Ameri-- 
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The Kentuckians proved, OD this occasion. 
as as the commodore since, that they car 
fiz ht vn both elements. 


(Sen ee ee ee 


Captain Downie. 
From a late St. Juhns’ paper. 


Captain G. Downie. who fell in the late 
engagement on Lake Champlain, was the 
son of a respectable Clergy) manin the eoun. 
ty of Ross. At an early period of this 
youth, he entered into the navy as a Mid- 
sliipman, and served on board tie Core 
frigate, at the memorable battle at Cam- 
perdown. He acted in the same capae ty, 
for some time, in the .MZelampus, and afier- 
wards in the pollo frigate in the West- 
Indies for several years. In this station. 
his uniform good conduet and strict atten- 
tion to his duty. reeeived the most flatter- 
Ing approbation of his superiors, and re- 
eommended him to the particular notice of 
Admiral Montague, the commander of the 
Jamaica station, who premoted him to the 
rank of Lieutenant. Ov his return to En- 
gland, fer the recovery of his health, which 
had been much impaired. bis premotioo 
was confirmed by the Admiralty; and in 
4804, he was appointed by Karl St. Vin 
cent to the Sea-horse frigate, of 36 guns. 
then commanded by the bon. eczpt. Boyle. 
This was the commencement of Lieut. 
Downie’s career as a distinguished ofiicer, 
in May 105, in a six oared cutter, man- 


@ned from the Sea-horse, he performed a 
most importent service in the Mediterrane- | 
an, by the capture of a Spanish conyeoy,, 


laden with naval and ordnance stores, 
though under the protection of a battery. 
two armed schooners and seyeral mortar 
and gun launelies. This gallant achieve- 
ment wes effected with infinite judgment 
infrepidtiy, and spirit, by Lieut. Downie 
and his brave eomrades, of which a must 
hororable report was made by eaptuin 
Boyle, in bis publie despatch to the admor- 
alty. 

Captain Boyle was sneceeded in his com- 
mand by the late mech jamented Captain 
J. Stewart. between whom and Mr. bow- 
nie, who was tien ist: Liertenant. the most 
ecrfidential intercourse subsisted. 
admirable dise!pline, order and regularify 
of the ships’ company of #he Sea-herse al- 
tracted the notice of iord Collingwood, the 


The 
4 
| 


———— 


his was one of the most celebrated ae- 
tious fought by a single ship during the war 
against a force so greatly superiour. Af- 
ter a severe and sanguinary engagement of 
four hours, it terminaies in the capture of 
the Beder Acteer of 52 guus and 500 men, 
Anotler frigate was sunk, and a corvette 
escaped, dn tits briliiant affair which 
reflects so much lustre on the British flag, 
Laeutenant Downie, bore a Cons pIcuoUs 
share. Such was the tremendous fire of 
tiie Sea-horse, and such: the obstinate brave- 
rv of the enemy that 165 men were killed 
and 190 wounded in the Turkish ship belore 
her colours were struck! Lt, Downie was 
mmumediately put in command of the capture 
cd frigate, which he earried to Malta, und 
soon after he was promoted to the rank of 
master and commander, his commission be- 
ing dated from the day of the action. 

In the year 1810, Captain Downie was 
appointed by Mr. Yorke to the command 
of the Royalist sloop of war in the Lbowns. 
in this most useful} though unprotitable ser- 
vice, Captain Downie, by bis unecasimg 
activity, vigilence, and perseverenee, in ail 
weathers, captured or destroyed so many 
of the euemy’s privateers in ‘the ehauuel, 
that on the ist of January 1813, he Te- 
ceived from Lo.d Mellville the great ob- 
ject of his ambition, the rank of a Post 
Captain in the British Navy. 

Captain Downe, though a strict discip- 
linarian, yet always conciliated the attach- 
ment oi his ship’s company. by the iemper 
and popa auily with whack he noticed an 
neglect of duly. Lo preserve the healt 
oF the men was his first objeet, end this he 
atiamed iva great degree by rigidly en- 
fercing a general observance of temper- 
auce and ele pliness, 

ifis enterprising spirit and zeal in the 
prompt and vigorous discharge of every 
| puede duty, bu doubt, pointed him out, 
among olhers, as eminenily qualified for 
toe atdusus service on tie Canadian Lakes. 
ih April last he sailed with the expedition 
lfiom Portsmouth. to join the fleet on Lake 
Onis 10. as second in cammand to Sir James 
Leo, Where he remamed till the end of Au- 
sust, wheu he was detached by that oficer 
to take the command of the flotilla on Lake 
'( hamplain, for the purpose of co-operating 
iWith the army under Sir George Prevost. 
Un the 41th septem ber while gallantly 














c . . : bd . ‘ 
commander in chief. who. to that high | leading his ship Confidance. to attack the 


state of discipline ecomined wit! the skill 
and gallantry of the oficers, mainly attri- 
buted the splendid vietory obtained by this 


‘merican commodore. he was unfortunate- 





ly Killed, at the commencement of the ae- 
on. Captain Pownie was honoured with 


single frigate in the atlack and dt feat of ajtve friendship of many distinguished offi- 
squadron of Terkish ships in the Archipel-| cers of high rank in service, by whom he 
Jago, in the night of the 51h July, 1805.;W4S much esteemed, In private life, his 
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many amiable and estimable quatities en- ‘urmer of these young gentlemen are con- 
deared him to a numerous and respectable/‘ained in a jetter from an oiiiver of the 
circle of triends, who sinverely lamented Wasp: ves 
his aniimely fall, imdced, the death of an| ‘ite was stationed in the foretop, and 
, ‘oe 4 re 2 ? " « . * ‘ : * 
oiliver of such acknow!-diged talents in his|there commanded a body of marines, from 
profession, and of such high promise, may| whose musketry the enemy sullered severe- 





justly be regarded as a pabite loss. ly during the engagement, as they them- 
my selves acknowledged. About the middle 
From the United States Gazette. of the action, the Reindeer shot atiwart 


Lieutenant Frankxuin , Hower, kil-jihe Wasn’s bows, so that the foresail of 
led in the engagement op board the United |the latter was in the way of her own men, 
States’ frigate Presideut, wasa son of the|and prevented the effect of her fire. Ua- 
Jate Governor Howell, of New-Jersey.— willing thds-to seek respite from danger, 
Wien about four years old he had the mis-|or that the enemy should profit by their in- 
fortune to lose his father, whose loss how-|activity, the men, cheered by. his example, 
ever, was in a great measure made up to|swung themselves upem the Mweyard, and 
him by Gen. Franklin Davenport of Weoid- presenting their muskets under the fore- 
bury, who took him into his family and} sail. poured a deadly and destructive fire 
treated him with all the affection of a kind/upon the Reindeer’s deek, — in tuis hazard- 
and veuder parent. Under the more imme-|ous situation he-received a musket dail m 
diate care and instruction of Miss Debo-|the breast, which prq vedi to ve mortal, but 
rah Davenport. sister to the general, he re-|did not then deter hic fem duty; he re- 
ecived the rndiments of his moral and reli-!fased to be taken on de eke i. to quit his 
gious ecdueation, which bad an abidiag ef- | pust, until the actiou was over and, wiih 
Peer a him His literary aequiremeuts,;a veteran composure to the last, kept en- 
in whieh he had made considerabla pro-| eouraging his men to keep coul and tuse 
§rees, were obtained in the Woodbury A+! good am. : 
ead my ile was entered a midshipmen | “bie lingered until the arrival of the 














; ee ne > qt? , ° ‘ i - “_ “@ ° ° % 
in the United States service, under Com-| \ asp at L’Grient, and their lad down | 


modore Deeatur, sometime in the year;for his beloved country, a life, which, if 
454!. in whieh capacity his conduct wasispared, would have been devoted to her 
such as to aeguire him the esteem of bis! services leaving to be tamented, by his af- 
equal and superior oilicers, and to recom-/flicied friends. the loss of the ‘greatest’ 
mend mae to the attention af the govevn-| worth and goodness of heart, combined 
ment, wid in the year is it eouferred On, Eh the most umiable disposition and 
him the rank of fientenaat. In his dispo-| pieasing nhuuners.” 

xivene he was amiable, in his depovnnent $ 
moral, in his manners anusually polite and ; 
gsenilemanly, in his office ticm a srave— : Prom the ney sty Gages. 

Such was this young gentleman, who feil Com. Phomas Sfacdunvagh, 

in the late destructive war, at the early The hero of Champlain, was born at the 
age of eighteen, in bravely defending the Trap, in New Castle county and state of 
flig of this country. ‘Thus have been blast-| Delaware, in Dee. 1793. His father. Ur. 
ed the fond hopes and pleasing expreta- thomas Maedonough, was born at the same 
ticns of many kind parents and friends, by place and was praciising physic there, at 
this worse than useless war! He has left ajthe beginning of the revolutionary war. 
large cirele of relations, friends and ae-| At the particular request of his friend, col. 
quaintances to lament his premature death;| Haslet, who was killed at Princeton; he 
but while they mourn they have the eonso-|fook the command of a battalion of the 
lation to refleet that he fell undauntedly Delaware regiment. After his tour of duty 








discharging his official duty. was performed, he returned to his native 
state, where he took the command of a reg- 
From the Boston Patriot. iment ‘of militia, and where he was ailer- 


Tt may be recollected that in the engage- wards appointed an associate judge in the 
ment between the U. S. ship Wasp, and the| court of Common Pleas, m which office he 
British brig of war Reindeer, two officers continued until his death in 1795. The 
on board the American vessel were stated| Doctor's father, James Macdonongh, was 
to have been dangerously wounded. viz.ja respeeiable inhabitant of the county, and 
Henry 8. Lancpon, Jr. and Frank Tos-|died at avery advanced age in 1792. Dr. 
can, Midshipmen, of Portsmouth, N., H.—| | hes. Macdonough leit tuur sons, James, 
They have both since died of their wounds. | Thomas, Samuel, and Jolin—James, the 
The following particulars cencerning the elder, entered as a midshipman on board 
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the Constellation with Capt. 'T ruxtou: and, 
after distinguishing himself under that 
allant commander, returned to his native 
State, disabled by the loss of a leg, sustain- 
ed in the capture of the Insurgent. At his}! 
return ‘Thomas was peaceably employ red in 
a store, in Middletown, in his native state: 
but catehing from James the soldier’s flame 
he enter ed, as his brother had done, as a 
Midshipman in the naval service of his 
country. He was then about seventeen 
years of ages; and, in a profession thus 
voiuntarily ‘anid ar dently embraced, he was 
not likely to remain long undistinguished. 
A speck of war only was seen in our politi- 
tal horizon, and against the Tripolitans 
the opportunities for enterprise were very 
rare. ‘Te.e, however, when they did oc- 
cur, were embraced by our naval heroes 
with an eagerness, and executed with an 
intrepidity and skiil which not only aston- 
ished the world, but even themselves.— 
Sympathy which give a single force to 
their united action, and a generous emuia- 
tion, which stimulated their courage almost!t 
to desperation, gave to Great Britain an 
ominicus pressage of their feture greatness: 
to their country the fondest and proudest 
hoves, and made theic Barbarian enemy ex- 
claim. ‘they are mere than mortals.? Among 
such as trese Macdenough was eminently 
distinguished, and by his conduct in the 
destruction of the Philadelnhia, ig the 
subsequent capture of a Tripolitan gun- 
beat, by the side of Decatur. he was pro- 
moted to the rank of Lieutenant. 

W et the patronage of friends, our 
young hero advanced by his courage and 
CO ndaes from the humble birth of a mid- 
shipman toacommand which covered the 
heart of the nations; a command by thie 
exrerience of former wars proved +o be of 
vital importance—where ever y thing was 
to be created by his genius, and protected 
by his vigilance. 

In a very gloomy moment he answered 
the hopes of his countrymen, and ina ra- 
diance of glory dis: elled the menacing 
storm. But it was not he! It was the L ord 
of Hosts who stopred to show to an offend- 
ing nation, in a moment of desnondence,| 
that he will listen to the prayers and nerve | 
the arm of a christian Hero. An habitual! 
respect for the christian religion is often 
mistaken for Christianity, and pressed in- 
to service to adorn the character of the Sol- 
diey—not such are the claims of Macdon- 
euch His religion appears to be of that 
vital nature which reaches the heart. tem- 
pers the affections, and regulates the ac- 


tio. It may be said in spiritual, as in 
temporal affairs, that he has fought the 











sood “fight and came off more than con- 
queror. In a letter to a relative in Dela- 
ware written in June last, after expressing 
his warm regard for the place of his nativ- 
ity, and friends of his youth, and promising 
to visit them if God should spare his life 
to the close of the present season, he de- 
clares the happiness he derives from his 
reliance upon the merits and atonement te 
Christ, and earnestly recommends to them 
a religious life as the only one which good 
sense would point out to those convinced 
that there is another world. To his bro- 
ther’s widow, left in slender circumstan- 
ces, he tenders liberal pecuniary aid, and 
delicately releases her from all obligation 
on that score, by declaring that it is his re- 
ligion which makes him the widow’s 
friend. A victory obtained under the 
command of such a hero, ought to jn 
us with the hope. that God “will 1 stav his 
avenging hand, if the people will look up 
to and acknov ledge him to be their God. 
Let the example ” of Macdonough teach 
those to whom the nation has confided its 
sword, that Religion does not unnerve the 
arin of the brave, nor lessen the authority 
of its votary. Before he went into action, 
be prostrated himself, with his crew, before 
the most high, and confiding in the Al- 
mighty. they fearlessly met the encmy. 
—When he saw the hostile fleet ap- 
proaching. he observed to those around 
him, “they are superior to us in force, but 
by the blessing of God we can beat tien? 

And so indeed he did. The -vorld has “f 
ten been called upon te witness the prodi- 
gious elfect of religion in exalting the hu- 
man energies. Without recurring to the 
memorable eeras of Joshua, David and 
Vaccabeus, when a religious dependence 
on the Lerd of Hosts excited to almost su- 
pernatural valor, or to histories of the 
Romans, Greeks and other Pagan nations, 
whom favourable omens, by inspiring with 
even superstitious sense of the protection 
of Heaven, were sure almost to lead to vic- 
tory, or the combats under the banners of 
the Cross for the tomb of our Saviour, in 





which were strikingly displayed the tri- 
umph of religious enthusiasm over the 
greatest privations and dangers: we see in 
our day, the striking effects of religion up- 
on an army, which we call barbarians, but 
te which enlightened Europe now owes its 
deliverance. 

The army, although composed princt- 
nally of raw levies, yet inspired by a reli- 
rious confidence, bas triumphed over the 
best appointed and disciplined army, led 
by the woet distinovished captain of the 
age. The Russian Gen. Suwarolf knew 
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the power of religion in the day of b“tle, 
and always availed himself of it with an 
irresistible effect, and in the solemn ad- 
dress of the renowned Kutusoff, and pro 
cession of the holy cross, at the battle of 
Borodino, who does not see the soul of that 
yalor, displayed by the Russians, in that 
most sanguinary of all conflicts. 

iuet, then, every officer, inculcate, By 
precept and practice, a regular attention to 

the duties of religion, and God wiil reward 
it vy a gift of more than mortal strength and 
valor. 

Various forms of religious duties have been 
ordered in all armies, “from a conviction of} 
their utility: but the¥ can never be effectual, 
unless they are felt as more than forms, by 
officers and soldiers. 


eee 


Life of Colonel George Croghan, 


BY A LADY OF FRANKFORT. 
To the Editor of the Port Folio. 


Frankfort, July 22, 1814. 

Sir—Upon receiving the letter which you 
did me the honor to address to me by Mrs. 
B. | immediately took such measures as 
were necessary to procure the information 
you requested. IT now transmit to you the 
result of my enquiries, regretting that it was 
not in my power to do it sooner. 

At the time when Col. Croghan and my- 
self were inmates of the same house, he 
was in his fourteenth year. No incident 
occurred during that early period, suff- 
cleatly interesting to find a place in his 
his tory: yet even then, his conduct exhi- 
bited a happy combination of those talents 
and principles which have already procur- 
ed him the admiration and cratitude of his 
country. 

Thoueh ingenuous in his disposition and 
unassuming and conciliating in his man- 
ner, he was remarkable for discretion and 
steadiness. His opinions when once form- 
ed. were maintained with modest, but per- 
severing firmness; and the propriety of his 
decisions generally justified the spirit with 
which they were defended. Yet though 
rigid in his adherence to principle, and 
his estimate of what was right or improper. 
in cases of minor importance he was all 
compliance. [ never met with a youth 
who would so cheerfully sacrifice every 
personal gratification to the wishes or ac- 
commodation of his friends. In_ sickness 


an! disappointment he evinced a degree of 


patience and fortitude which could not 
have been exceeded by any veteran in the 
school at misfortune or philosophy. Were 
[ asked, what were the most prominent fea- 
fares ef his character? or, rather what 





were tiie prevailing dispositions of his 
mind? at the period of whici | am speak- 
ing, I would answer, decision and urbanity; 
-|Ithe former resulting from the uncommon 
and estimable qualities of his understand- 
iitg—the latter from the concentration of 
all the “sweet charities of life’? in his 
heart. Thus far from my own observa- 
tion. I have seldom seen Col, Croghan tor 
the lasteight years; but subjoin the testi- 
mony of those to whose observation he has 


been exposed during the whole of that peri- 
od. 


An intelligent young gentleman, who was 
his associate in study and in arms, has 
ziven me a brief sketch of his military career; 
which I herewith transmit; together with 
such corroborative and additional circum- 
stances, as I have collected from other sour- 
i and which in substance, amount to 
this. 


“Lieutenant Colonel George Croghan was 
born at Locust Grove, near the falls of Ohio, 
on the 15th of November, 1791. His father 
Major William Croghan left Ireland at. an 

early period of his life: was appointed an offi- 
cer in our revelutionary army, and discharg- 
ed his duties as such to the satisfaction of the 
commander in chief. His mother is the daugh- 
ter of John Clark Esq. of Virginia. a ventle- 
man of worth and respectability, who exer- 
ted himself greatly and contributed largely 
towards the support of our just and glorious 
contest. He had five sons; four of whom 
were officers in the revolutionary army. Ge- 
neral William Clark who, together with Cap- 
tain Lewis, explored and is at present yov- 
ernor of Louisiana, was too young to partici- 
pate with his brothers in the achiev eihaut of 
our liberties but his conduct since is a sufh- 
cient demonstration of the e par the would have 
taken had he been riper in years. The 
militar y talents of George R. Clark have ob- 
tained for him the flattering appellation of 
‘the father of the western country.” 


“Col. Croghan has always been esteemed 
venerous and humane: and when a boy, his 
manly appearance and independence of sen- 
timent and action.commanded the attention 
and admiration of all who knew him. 


“The selection of his speeches for scho- 
lastic exercises tended in some measure tO 
mark his peculiar talent. They w re of @ 
nature entirely military. He read with de- 
light whatever appertained to military 
affairs, and would listen for hours to con- 
versations respecting battles. His princi 
pal amusements were gunning and foxhunt- 
ing. He would frequently rise at twelve 
o’clock at night, and repair to the woods 
alone (or with no ati endant but his little 
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servant) either to give chase to the fox, or 
battle to the wild cat and raccoon. 

‘Nothing offended him more, than for 
any one, even in jest, to say a word disre- 
spectful of Washington. 

‘While in the state of Kentucky, his |t 
time was principally occupied by the study 
of his native tongue—geography—the ele- 
ments of geometry—and the Latin and 
Greek languages, In these different branch- 
es of literature he made a respectable pro- 
gress. 

‘“‘In the year 1808, he left Locust Grove 
for the purpose of prosecuting his studies 
in, the university of William and Mary.— 
Tn this institution he graduated as A. B. on 
the 4th of July, 1810; “and delivered, on the 
day of his graduation, an oration on the 
subject of expatr iation. This oration was 
deemed by the audience, concise, ingenious 
and argumentative, and was pronounced 
in a manner which did great credit to his 
oratorical powers. The ensuing summer 
he attendcd a course of lectures on law, 
and upon the termination of the course. 
returned to his father’s. where he pros secut- 
ed the study of the same profession, anc 
oceasionally indulged himself in miscella- 
neous readin 2. “Biography and history 
have always occupied much of his atten- 
tion. Heis an enthusias tic admirer of the 
writings of Shakspeare, and can_ recite 
most of the noted passages of that great 
poet and philosopher. He admires trage- 
dy, but not comedy. He is (as his counte- 
nance indicates) rather of a serious cast of 
mind; yet no one admires more a pleasant 
anecdote, or an unaifected sally of wit.— 
With his friends he is affable and free from 
reserve—his manners are prepossessing— 
he dislikes ostentation, and was never heard ja 
to utter a word in praise of himself. 

‘In the autumn of 1811, was fought the 
battle of Tippecanoe. This was the first 
opportunity that offered for the display of 
his military talents. He embraced it with 
avidityshe left his father’s house in the 
character of a volunteer, and was appoint- 
ed aid to Gen. Harrison. On the 7th of 
November, an attack was made on the 
troops under the command of that officer: 
the enemy were repulsed with valor; and 
during the engagement young Croghan 
evinced the oreatest courage, activity “and 
military skill. His services were acknow- 
ledged by all; and he exhibited such proofs 
of a genius foi war, that many of his com- 
panions in arms remarked that “he was 
born a soldier.”” A cant saying among 
the troops at Tippecanoe, was, “to do a 


main business;”? and during the battle, he 
would ride from post to post, exciting the 





ee 


courage of the men by exclaiming, “now, 
my brave fellows, now is the time to do a 
main business.”” Upon the return of tie 
troops from Tippecanoe, they were fre- 
quently met by persons coming to ascertain 
the fate of their children or friends. Amoug 
the number of these was a very poor aud 
aged man, whose son was sia:u in batiie. 
Col. Croghan having ascertained the situa- 
tion of the old man, and observing his ina- 
eee to perform much bodily labor, regu- 
larly made his fires for him every morning, 
and supplied him with provisions, clothes 
and money. Many acts of this kind are re- 
lated of him, by the suldiers and officers of 
‘Tippecanoe. 

«After the battle of Tippecanoe his mili- 
tary ardor greatly increased, and upon the 
prospect of a speedy declaration of war, 
he expressed a desire to join the army.— 
Recommendatory letters of the most flat- 
tering kind were written by Generals Har 
rison aad Boyd to the Secretary of Wars 
and upon the commencement of hostilities 
against G. B: itain, he was appointed Cap- 
tain in the 17th regiment of infantry. He 
was stationed some time at Clark canton- 
ment, near the falls of Ohio: but had not 
veen long in command there, before he was 
ordered to march, with what regulars he 
nad, to the head quarters of the north- 
western army, then at Detroit. His coun- 
tenance beamed with delight upon receiv- 
ing this order. ‘There were large bodies 
of militia and velunteers on their march 
to Detroit; but before they had proceeded 
tar they heard of Hull’s dowisuaee. 

«Shortly after this, the command of the 
north-western army was given to general 
Harrison. Colonel Croghan commanded 

short time at Fort Defiance on the Mr- 
ami, but upon the defeat of Gen. Winches- 
ter, he was ordered to Fort Meigs. His 
conduct during that memorable siege, is 
handsomely noticed in Genera! Harrison’s 
official report, and he was s'iortly after- 
wards promoted to a majority, ans ‘station- 
ed with his battalion at Upper Sandusky. 
While there, he received information, by 
express, of an attack upon Lower Sandus- 
ky. It was late in the afternoon when the 
intelligence reached him—the road _be- 
tween the two places was intolerably bad 
—the distance 36 miles, and the rain des- 
cending in torrents; yet he proceeded at 
the head of his battalion to its relief, and 
continued his march until 12 o’clock at 
night, by which time he had advanced 20 
niles. It then became so dark that he 
and his men were obliged to lie down in the 
road and wait the return of light, rather than 
run the risk ef losing their way. 
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‘He arrived at Fort Ball, 12 miles dis- 
tant, before sun-rise the next morning, hav- 
ing waded through mud and mire fr equent- 
ly waist deep, and having been exposed to 
a | heavy rain during the whole night. He 
was there informed that the report of an 
attack upon Lower Sandusky was unfound- 
ed, but after remaining a few days at Fort 
Ball he proceeded thit! 1er, having received 
orders to take the “command at that post. 
He arrived there about the 15th of July. 
A few days after this, Fort Meigs was be- 
sieved by a large British and Indian force. 
No doubt was enterteined that the enemy 
would visit Sandusky: accordingly Colonel 
Croghan laboured day and night to place 
the fort, which had received no advantages 
from nature or art, in a state of defence.— 
The necessity of cutting a ditch round the 
fort, immediately presented itself to him. 
This was done—but in order to render the 
enemy’s plans abortive, should ‘they even 
succeed in leaping the ditch, which was 9 
feet wide and 6 “deep, he had large legs 
placed on the top of the fort, and so ad- 
justed that an inconsiderable weight would 
cause them to fall from their position, and 
crush to death all who might be situated 
below. ‘This improvement in the art of 
fortification took place but a few days be- 
fore the attack. It is novel, and originat- 
ed with himself. 

A short tine before the action, he wrote 
the forlowing concise and impressive letter 
to a friend. “The enemy are not far dis- 
tant---I expect an attack---I will defend 
this post: to the last extremity-—I have 


just sent away the women and children, 


with the sick of the garrison, that I ma: 
be able to act without incumbrance--. Be 
satisfied---I shall, Z hope, do my duty.--- 
The examnle set me by my revolutionary 
kindred is before me---'et me die rather 
than prove unworthy of their name.” 

‘In the afternoon of the first of August 
the attack upon Fort Sandusky was com- 
menced, he particulars of that memora- 
ble and brilliant transaction can be collect- 
ed from General Harrison’s oficial ac- 
count, dated **Seneca Town, August 4th, 
1815.” and a lucid statement of the motives 
most honorable to him, which influenced 
the conduct of Col. Croghan on that occa- 
sion, are contained in an “extract of a let- 
ter from himself to his friend in Seneca 
Town, dated the 27th August, 1813.°— 
These, and several other interesting nar- 
tivalers, will be found in public prints. 
which were issued between the 144th of 
August, and the 16th of Sentember. 

“The conduct of Col. Croghan after ‘he 
battle, was such as might have heen expect- 





ed from his behaviour during its continu- 

ance. The wounded were treated by him 

with the greatest tenderness—with consid- 
erable peril he supplied them with water, 
by means of buckets let down by ropes 
from the outside of the pickets; and during 
the night, when he could not open the fort 
with safety, he had a communication made 
with the ditch, by means of a trench du 
under the picketing, through which the 
wounded were conveyed into “thé fort. 

Col. Croghan accompanied Gen. Harris- 
on to Malden, but as the brigade to which 
he was attached was stationed there, he 
did not participate in the battle of. the 
Thames. He is remarkable as a discipli- 
parian, and his orders are given with more 
promptness, precision ana energy, than are 
usually met with even in more aged and 
experienced commanders.” 

The following extract of a letter, written 
by a fellow student and fellow soldier of 
Tient. Col. Croghan, is here introduced 
as throwing additional light on the mili- 
tary character of that distinguished 
young officer. 

Lieut. Col. Geor ge Croghan is a native 
of Kentucky, aud the second son of Major 
William Croghan, near Louisville. He is 
the nephew of the gallant hero and accom- 
plished General George Rogers Clark, the 
father of the western country . and of Creitt. 
William Clark, the present enterprising 
covernor of Ohidsnitt. His father is a na- 
tive of treland, and having early embark- 
ed his fortunes in America, was a distin- 
vuished officer in the war of the revolution. 

Lieut. Col. Croghan was born on the 

15th November, 1791, and received ali the 
advantages of education the best grammar 
schools in Kentucky bould afford, unti! in 
his 17th year, when he commencee a scien- 
tific course in the ancient college of Wil- 
liam and Mary in Virginia. Both at school 
and at college he was remarked for an 
onen manliness of character, an elevation 
of sentiment, a strength of intellect, con- 
nected with a high and persevering ambi- 
tion. 

In July 1810, he gratuated at William 
and Mary College, and soon after com- 
menced the study of the law. With this 
view he continued to visit that university 
till the fall of 1811, when he volunteered 
his services in a campaign up the Wabash. 
A short time before the action at Tippeca- 
noe, he was appointed aid-de-camp to Gen. 
Boyd, the second in command: and, al- 
thouch from his situation, he was not ena- 
bled to evince that activity which has since 
so much distinguished him, he exhibited a 
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soul undaunted in one of the most sanguin- 
ary conflicts of the present day, and ac- 
cordingly received the thanks of the com- 
manding general. 

In consequence of his services on the Wa-| 
bash expedition, he was appointed a captain 
inthe provisional army directed to be rais- 
ed and organized in the spring of 1812. In 
August he marched with the detachment 
from Kentucky, under Cen. Wiichester, 
destined to relieve Gen. Huil in Canada; 
and to those acquainted with the :move- 
ments of that gallant bit unfortunate little 
army, the caution, zeal and military cana- 
city of Captain Croghan was conspicuous. 
Upon visiting the various encampments of 
the army on its march along the Miami of 
the Lake, both before and after the attack 
on Fort Wayne, the ground occupied by 
Captain Croghan was easily designated by 
the judicious fortifications erected for the 
night. On the movement of the army to- 
wards the Rapids, he was entrusted with 
the command of Fort Winchester, at the 
junction of the, Auglaize and Miami river, 
where he manifested his usual military ar- 
rangevient. After the defeat at the river 
Raison he joined Gen. Harrison at tie Rap- 
ids, previously to the erection of Fort 
Meigs. 

It is creditable to the discernment of 
Gen. Harrison, that he relied with the ut- 
most confidence on_the judicious arrange- 
ments of Captain Croghan, in the trying, 
brilliant and ever memorable seize of Fort 
Meigs. In the sortie under the gallant 
soldier, Col. Millar, on the 5th of May, to 
the c»mpanies led by captains Croghan, 
Laghan and Bradford, was confided the 
storming of the British batteries, cetended 
by a regular force and a body of Indians. 
either of them superior in number to the 
assailants. Here Captain Croghan’s gal- 
lantry was again noticed in general orders. 

At a very critical period of the last cam- 
paign, that of 1813, young Croghan, now 
promoted to a majority, was a»pointed to 
the command of Fort Sandusky, at Lower 
Sandusky. On his conduct in the defence 
of that’ post, the official documents of the 
time, and the applause of a grateful coun- 
try, are the most honorable commentary. 
The character of the campaign was chang- 
ed from defensive to offensive operations, 
and its issue very materially influenced by 
the achievement. For its valor and good 
conduct on this occasion, Major Croghan 
was made, by brevet, a lieutenant colonel. 





Concise and eloquent eulogium on the cha- 
racter of Adjutant Tuomas (ox, iate of 
the Pennsylvania Volunteers, by Lieut. 
D. Cornyn, of the U.S. army. 

ADJUTANT THOMAS POE. 

The famous battle of Bridgewater, did 
not consign to the grave of glory a hero 
more intrepid than this gallant and distin- 
guished patriot; warmed by the love of 
country, cherishing correct principles, aad 
animated by the example of the revolution- 
ary veteran his father, he spiritedly grasp- 
ed the gleaming arms of battle, and Erie, 
Chi»pewa and Bridgewater, bear ilius- 
trious and honorable testimony to the high 
and daring virtures of his manly soul; his 
career of giory was short but brilliant— 
why did I say short? Posterity will rank 
him among our dearest sons, and secure to 
ls memory an imperishable and exalted 
fame. 

Yes, once amiable, callant and beloved 
Poe! The silent grave that covers your 
brave remains, cannot enshine your glory 
—sSacred be that ground where sleep our 
hero’s bones! Often will the traveller of 
unborn generations stay his weary course 
and reverenaly stoop with the descending 
sun, over the tombs of the warrivrs of 
sridgewater, his eyes suifused with tears 
of admiration, gratitude and love—ard for 
them will the fair bosom of female sensi- 
bility aid beauty, heave throughout every 
age, the aifectionate and tender sigh. 

The historian, the painter and the bard, 
will put genious in requision, to emblazon 
the honor o: that immortal day, which 
gave victory to inferior numbers of the 
sons of freedom, over the victors of re- 
nowned but fallen France. Poor Poe! 
Vear lamented youth! Your noble heart 
poured forth its generous and crimson cur- 
rent to secure the glories of that imperish- 
able and Spantan battle—A battle, the re- 
collection of which will be as terrible to 
Albion’s haughty sons, during endless 
time, as is the stupendous and frightful 
cataract, in the vicinity of which it was 
fought, to the astonished vision of the trav- 
eller. Your death indeed is enviable— 
how inglorious the multitude lies down— 
You rest with heroes and your fame is now 
eternal—Happy lot!—macde sacred by a 
glorious cause.—Reader, here is the char- 
acter, the brilliant eulogy, given of this a- 
miable and youthful hero, by an officer,* 
who witnessed both his valor and jis fall. 

‘Adjutant Thomas Poe was mortally 
wounded and survived but a few hours.— 
He was brave—he acted the soldier and 





Liettenant Patton. 
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thé gentleman upon all occasions, and his 
name will be found recorded among the he- 
roes of the age, for generations to come.’ 
Peace to your manes, patriotic soldier! 
Your name will have friends as long as 
Freedom lives. August 16, 1814. 


ere 
SPEECHES 
ON VARIOUS OCCASIONS. 
A SKETCH OF THE '* 


Hon: Mr. Holmes’ Speech, 


Sh the Senate of Massachusetts, against the proposed 
amendment of the Constitution of the U. States, tc 
exclude the Slave Representation. 


Mr. Presinenr—Were there no other objections 
than the manner and time of introduc.ng this 
amendment, these alone would be sufficient. It has 
been recommended by an assoc:ation of men who 
were probably selected for very different purposes, 
and who could derive no authority from the law or 
constitution, I have denied and I still deny that, 
the members of the Hartford Convention had more 
power than so many unauthorized individuals, to 
act, recommend or advise. And these individuals 
would be entitled to more respect did they not as- 
sume a tone and consequence to which they are not 
entitled. 

I did hope that the committee of this Legislature 
who reported this and the other amendments, would 
have favored us with some reasons for its adoption. 
But this they have failed to do, either in the pre- 
amble to the report, or when called upon at the 
board. It seems that amendments to the Constitu- 
tion are to be introduced and passed with as little 
seremony as the most trifling resolve—And this too 
in a time of war and party rancour. 

A constitution or charter of government should 
ebtain a character for stability. It should be the 
offspring of calmness and discretion. It is not 
made for a day or year, or to gratify a party. Why 
then, sir, are we called upon at this time, to alter 
that charter, which was the result of the greatest 
Wisdom and the purest patriotism—the effect of 
compromise, produced by muttal concession, and 
candour and forbearance? 

IT regret, sir, that I have not the aid of the Hon. 
President of this Senate, as I once before had, in op- 
posing innovations upon the Constitution under the 
pretext of amendment. I very well remember, that 
some ten or twelve years ao, in the other branch} 
of this Legislature, that I witnessed the talents and 
zeal of the President, in offering an amendment to 
the Constitution upon general principles. We 
then united in deprecating innovation in the nation- 
al charter upon frivolous pretences, and without the 
most pressing and palpable necessity. We urged 
that such amendments would diminish and destroy 
that habitual attachment for the Constitution which 
Was essential to its preservation. And we feared 
that by frequent alterations, the energy of the sys- 
tem might be impaired and our government be- 
come the football of every faction. But times are 
changed—And gentlemen cease to reverence 
that Constitution, as s6on as it ceases to secure to 
them power and controul.—Had the present minor- 
ity been the majority in the United States, I am in-| 
clined to believe that we should hear them loud in! 
their denunciations of all these innovations wh:ch 


gentlemen can be induced to look at and respect his 
opinion, they wili find in his fareweil address, an 
excellent text on the subject of amendments to the 
Constitution. 

Have these few gentleman who met at Hartford, 
the vanity to presume that they have more wisdom, 
to discern the general good, and more influence to 
reconcile conflicting interests, or subdue inveterate 
prejudices, than the sages who framed this Consti« 
tution witha Waeuigios at their head? Could 
this Constitution ever have been adopted, had not 
the necessity been most urgent and the danger most 
imminent? We had just emerged from the war of 
the revolution. The tempest had subsided, and in 
the sunshine of peace we had hoped to enjoy the 
fruits of our patnotic labours. But, thirteen frie 
and independent States, varying in size, power and 
habits, intoxicated w:th the attr:bute of sovere; gnty 
and flushed with the prospeet of liberty, were to be 
united under une federal head. How was this to he 
effected, and upon what terms? Each by the com. 
federation had had an equal vote. These States 
were now to adopt a government, wherein these difs 
ferences were to be reconciled. Was the state of 
Mussachusetts to be put ona level with Rhode. 
Island? Was Virg:nia to stand on equal ground 
with Delaware? This Would begutrageous. Were 
the voices of these little States to be in proportion 
to their members? By this their sovereignty would 
would be extinguished and their names forgotten. 
Besides, different habits and prejudices were to be 
combatted—State pride and State jealousy were to 
be overcome, and the different local feelings and 
interest of the several sections of the Confederated 
States, were to be consulted. To see a people who 
had but just achieved a revolution, and had bean 
to real.ze the benefit of independence, without an 
energetic government, torn by feuds and jealousies, 
and in imminent danger of losing that freedom, 
which had been gained at so much expense of 
treasure and blood, was afflicting and humiliating. 
The friends of liberty began to despond. Some 
there were, (now high in the ranks of the opposi- 
tion) who began, it is said, to think of a master, and 
a letter was written to a Prince of Prussia, inviting’ 
him to come to America, and take upon himself the 
government of these States. But heaven averted 
the danger. A Constitution was proposed in the 
spirit of concession and compromise. The influ- 
ence of the great Washington prevailed. No one 
else could have effected the compromise. He is en- 
titled to our gratitude, and so is the present Chief 
Magistrate of the United States, without whose in. 
fluenee, perhaps, Washington would never have ac- 
cepted a seat in the Convention. The difficulties 
were overcome, and thé principle agreed to, that 
the Legislature should consist of two branches, in 
one of whi¢h the States had an equal vote, and in 
the other the people. Here was the compromise—« 
The small and large States had a check upon each 
other, equal to the iniluence for which each had 
contended. 

Beware how you touch this sacred charter of 
your govermnent. Approach it with fear and trem. 
bling. Put off your shoes from off your feet, tor 
the ground on which you tread is holy. 

The clause to be amended was equally the effeat 
of compromise. - The people of the south probably 
contended that their representation ought to be ink 
proportion to their imhabitants. They might well 
contend that holding slaves was a municipal reguia- 





you proffer in the name of amendments. I well know | 
that the opinion of Washington is of little outhor-| 


tion with which we had no concern. That they 
had as good a right to disfranchise their black pa- 


ity with the present pate of this state. But if pulation as we had our children or servants. That 
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these blacks were Awman beings, and though they 
had no rights of suffrage, still there were many per- 
sons in the Northern States in the same situation, 
and that whether they were to remain s/aves or be 
manumitted, depended exclusively upon the laws of 
the States holding them. It was prohably contend. 
ed on the other. hand, that these slaves were a spe- 
cies of property, having few or no civil rights; and 
that they ought not to be counted atall. At last it 
was agreed that this dispute should also be com- 
promised. Direct taxes were to be apportoimed ac- 
cording to representation.—We consented that the 
sleve-holding States should count three fifths of their 
slaves in making up their representation, provided 
they would consent to be taxed in the same propor- 
tion.—And this article so modified, was accepted 
and considered as a very advantageous tothe Nor- 
thern States. ‘To prove this, sir, I will refer you 
to the letters of the late General Hamilton, pub- 


States. Instead of diminishing the number, let ts 
suppose that Congress, as they might constitution- 
ally do, had apportioned the 182 among the free in- 
habitants. | 

Free Pop. Rep. “Free Pop. of N. England. 
As 6,048,539: 182: 1,471,975: 44 & a fraction 
But their present number is 41 and a fraction 
Hence New-England would gain three Representa- 
tives from the other States, and her proportion of 
the present direct tax would be increased about 
$99,000 annually. But of these three, Massachu- 
setts and Rhode-Island would gain none. There 
are five New-England States, and you have three 
additional representatives. Rhode-Island, to have 
one, must increase her population a third, which 
would be out of proportion. Massachusetts, in 
the last apportionment, had a very small fraction, 
and she would not get one. Connecticut, New- 
Hampshire, and Vermont, would each gain one 


lished in “the Federlist,” and will re:d you some j|with the additional taxes; and poor Massachusetts 


this state on the adoption of the Constitution of 
the United States. (Here Mr. H. read parts of the 
speeches of Messrs. Dawes, Dana, Gore, King, and 
Jones, who contended zealously and eloquently for 
this article, and that it was very much in favour of 
the Northern States, and proceeded. ] 

Well, s.r, has there been any unexpected result 
from the operation of this article? Has any con- 
struction been put upon it different from its mean- 
ing or intent? T have heard of no complaint of this 
sort. Have the slave-holding States taken an un- 
due advantage of that clause in the Constitution 


leaves it cuscretionary with Congress to admit or 
voh bit it afterwards? I believe not. Unless [ 
m:svecollect, Congress passed a law to prevent this 
importation, defore the Constitutional prohibition 
hed elapsed, to take effect the moment the Consti- 
tution vould admit of it. And I believe further, 
thet the Southern members yenerally supported and 
voted vor the act. And if I mistake not, the princi- 
pel opposition to that act came from NEw-ENGLann! 
Surprising as this is, I think it is frwe. A Mr. 
Brown of Rhode-Island, in, I think, the only speech’ 
he made while a member, opposed the law which 
prohibited the slave trade. Rhode-Island, the 
great commercial State of Rhode-Island! which is 
hankering after an egual representation of the peo- 
ple in Congress, has, since the adoption of the Con- 
stitution contributed more to the mcrease of the 
slave representation, by an -infamous traffic in hu- 
man flesh, than any other State inthe Union. Not- 
withstanding, it was not in the power of Congress 
to prohibit the importation of slaves until 1808, still | 
their increase has not been equal to that of the free | 
inhabitants. This is easily proved. In 1800, the 
whole number of free inhabitants was 4,406,817, 
slaves 896,849. In 1810, the free population was 
6,048,539; slaves 1,191,361. 
Free Pop. 1800, Slaves 1800, Free Pop. 1810. 
896,849: 6,048,539:1,230,962. 
the proportion of slaves for 1810—So that the ac- 
tual number is less than proportionable, or has re- 
latively diminished 39,598 in ten years; eight years 
of which period, Congress hud no power to prohibit 
their importation. It is therefore manifest that 
this pretended evilis vapidly dim nishing. 

Bui, sir, [donot regret that this ‘subject is brought 
under discussion, It has been magmfied and made 
the cause of great decepiion. Somehave believed 
that the slaves have actually been voting away our 
rights and property. Let us strike out the whole 








number of slaves, and divide the 182 representatives 
£ 4hn Teter 


equally among the Hee inhabitants of the United! 





and Rhode-Island, who have been to all the trouble 
and expense, and made all the noise, would be left 
as they were. 

But we have now an equivalent, without the ad- 
ditional burden of the taxes. It is clear that be- 
tween the periods of taking the sensus, that portion 
of the United States which increases the most rap- 
idly, loses its equal representation in the same por- 
portion as it gains in population, therefore all the 
other States gain in population more than in pro- 
portion to New-England, the /atter is gradually 
gaining in representation during the period of ten 
years. For example—if 5,303,666, the population 
in 1800, gain 1,936,237, in ten years, what ought 
1,233,011, the population in New-England in 1800, 
to gain in the same time? The answer is 450,141; 
but the actual gain was 238,962, only, being 211,79, 
iess than their proportion. ‘This, consequently is 
their relative dose of population.—The gain m repre- 
sentation being correspondent, it follows that 
New-England, at the expiration of ten years, had 
gained six representatives.—But as this gain was 
gradual during the whole period, one half of this 
number is the average gain. So that it results that 
by the operation cf this principle, New-England 
gains three representatives, and /oses three by the 
slave representation, which exactly balances the 
account. But itis not to be supposed that the 
New-England States, especially the large state of 
Rhode-Island, would be satisfied with an equal re- 
presentation in ore branch of the Legislature, and 
not in the otder. In vain would they seek relief 
from equality in the House, so long as inequality 
could oppress them in the Senate. How stands the 
case there? As the whole tree population of the 
United States is to the whole number of Senators, 
so is the free population of New-England to eight 
and a fraction—the number of Senators to which we 
should be entitled. But we now have, and always 
have had Tex. You will see by this, sir, how much 
reason New-Engiand has tocomplain. Kgwally re- 
presented in the House, and over represented in the 
Senate, and yet complaining of inequality. Rhode- 
Island is dissatisfied. What would become of her, 
were she to be made the subject of that equality 
for which she contends? What good reason can be 
given for disturbing the public tranquility with 
such unnecessary and unsavory propositions? Is it 
to increase present etnbarfassments’ Is it to con- 
tinue local jealousies, already too much excited?— 
We are told by the Report of those Convention gen- 
tlemen, that we must persist and persevere until the 
object is effected. You expect then that the Unit- 
ed States will yield to your importunites by this 
seoming threat? The call for this amendment is to 
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be incessant. Our rights have been abridged. The 
minority cannot control the majority, I repeat it, 
beware that you touch not the constitution with un- 
hallowed hands. Will you say that we have pollut- 
ed it? that we have broken it? Who is the judge’? 
Take the deam from your own eye, and then you 
may, perhaps, see a little better to extract the mote 
from the eye of a brother. The gentleman from 
Fssex (Mr. White] has said generally, that we had 
broken the constitution, This, for three years, has 
been your song. The constitution is violated: the 
compact is dissolved. ; 

The doctrine of this Senate once was, that the 
Legislature had no right to declare a law of Con- 
gress unconstitutional. { have before me the jour- 
nal of the Senate of 1799, contaming a report in 
answer to certain resolutions of Virginia, declaring 
the alien and sedition acts, as they were called, 2- 
constitutional, in which the Senate unanimously, ex- 
cept one, declare, that the decision on the constitu- 
tionality of alaw of Congress, belongs exclusively 
to the judiciary of the United States. [Here Mr. 
H. read the names of the senators who voted for 
this report, among which were Trmotay Biertow 
and Joan C. Jonrs. He then read several para- 
graphs of the report, one of which is as follows:~ 
“This Legislature are persuaded that the decision 
of all cases in law and equity arising under the 
Constitution of the United States, and the construc- 
tion of all laws made in pursuance thereof, are ez- 
clusively vested by the people in the judicial courts 
of the United States, that the people, in that solemn 
compact which is declared the supreme law of the 
jand, have not constituted the State Legislatures the 
judges of the acts er measures of the federal govern- 
ment.” 

Sir, were we to look hack two or three years, we 
should, I apprehend, find much in our own journals 





in contradiction of this doctrine. We undertake to 
decide upon the constitutionality of a law of Con- 
gress, with as much assurance as if we were Wiser 
than all who have preceded us. I am not clear, 


far. I apprehend that a case may happen when it! 
would be proper for the Legislature of a State to! 
declare a law of Congress unconstitutional. But it| 
must be an extreme case. The States are parties | 
to the compact, and so are the people. Our Consti-! 
tution is a compound. It is a contract in which al? 
the states agree with each state, and also in which 
al! the citizens agree with each citizen. In the case! 
in which a citizen may resist a law as unconstitu-' 
tional, a state might perhaps do the same. Should 
Congress palpably and grossly violate the Constitu- 
tion and refuse redress—should the judicial power 
become corrupt, and support the oppression act— 
should an attempt to impeach these wicked Legis- 
lators fail, and an attempt to remove them by elec- 
tion be unsuccessful, as a last and dreadful resort, 
the individual in the one case, and the State Legis- 
lature in the other, as parties to the compact, mighi 
pronounce this law unconstitutional and act accord- 
mgly. But for gentlemen calmly to tell us over 
and over again, that the Constitution is broken by 
Congress, and the compact is dissolved, is heresy, 
bordering on inveterate madness, I fear, sir, I 
have wandered from the subject, I should not 
have indulged in these general remarks, had I not 
been led to them hy the suggestion that the pro- 
posed amendments were rendered necessary by 
some supposed infraction of the Constitution. I 
did intend to have taken another view of the sub- 
ject, but as the hour of adjournment is arrived, I 





will not further ture the patience of the Senate. 


SPEECH 


Of the Hon. Mr. Holmes, on closing the Debate on the 
Proposed Amendment to the Constitution of the U. 
States. 

Mr. Presipent.—Our fathers fought and bled 
for us—they achieved our independence. | Assaiied 
by foes without, and traitors within, their struggle 
was great, but they triumphed. Our trials and 
distresses and the barbarities of the efiemy, are 
still fresh in the recollections of many: Pecce 
came—but it brought us no safety. We were 
without government—distracted and torn by dis- 
cord. With extreme concern and parental sol:ci- 
tude, the patriots of the revolution efiected the 
adoption of the constitution, and liéerty was safe— 
The advocates of this constitution, in Massachu- 
setts, were happy under it, so iong as their politi- 
cal friends had the management of the govern- 
ment. They rallied round it, were determuied to 
defend it, and affected to become its excitisive 
guardians. All was right; the constitution was 
perfect, and its administrators infallibie, while 
these paragons of wisdom were in pay. These dis- 
interested patriots in office, saw that the country 
was prosperous, and fet that the people of the U- 
nited States were the most happy people on earth. 
But, says the gentleman from Suffoik, (Mr. Sar- 
geant) another king rose up who knew not Joseph. 
Mr. Jefferson was made President. All is reversed 
—the sun of prosperity is insiantly obscured by a 
cloud—the administration is base, the constitution 
is intolerable, and the people a “‘many headed mon- 
ster.” Notwithstanding the prosperity of the na- 
tion, during Mr. Jefferson’s administration, was 
unparalleled, and our commerce increased beyond 
the expectation of the most visionary theorist, still 
all was wrong. The administration were attacked 
—no energy, no spirit, no national honor—Insipid, 
pusillanimous rulers, who could not be “kicked in- 
to a war.”—Despised and trampled upon by all the 
powers of Europe, and yet dare not resent! Such 


: CO | was then the language of the present meek, consis- 
sir, that the doctrine of this report does not go too} tent “fpiends of 


“peace.” After the most unprece- 
dented attempts to drive these rulers from the go- 
verninent; after compassing sea and land to make 
proselytes, and being discomfitted in every at- 
tempt—we find these same men wishing to under- 
mine the constitution, under the pretext of amend- 
ments. 

An unauthorized and unconstitutional assemblage 
of individuals at Hartford, have proposed a string 
of alterations, and we are to adopt them without 
any substantial reasons offered, except that these 
very Wise men recommended them. We are told, 
sir, with great composure, that it is enough tha 
men of such wisdom have proposed them for adop- 
tion. And the gentleman from Essex, (Mr.White) 
asks, do the minority of this Senate expect that 
wisdom will die with them’'—No, sir—Nor do we 
apprehend that it will expire with the members of 
the Hartford convention. If it should, it would 
have few mourners. Fou would not mourn, be- 
cause you would expect to be the Aeirs, and wet 
should not, because we have no relationship with 
the deceased. 

Rut, sir, if gentlemen will pardon us, we will ven- 
ture to question the great wisdom of adopting any 
of these amendments at this time. We have call- 
ed upon gentlemen, not only to show these amend- 
ments reasonable, but to shew, as they ought, that 
they were indispensable. How have they succeed- 
ed? What evils have grown out of the constitution, 
which these alterations would have prevented? One 
gentleman (Mr. Thorndike) tells us very gravely, 
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that the war would not have been declared had it 
not been for the slave representation’ And he taxes 
our gravity while he attempts to proye it in his 
way--He states, but does not prove, that Mr. Jef- 
ferson was chosen by the slave representation, He 
then proceeds—had not Mr. J, been chosen, he 
would not have been vg-chosen; and had he not been 
ye-chosen, Mr. Mad:son would not have been cho- 
aen, and so there would have been no war—Won- 
derful! Wonderful!! I would ask the hon. gentle- 
man, if in his wisdom ke can tell what would have} 
been the effect, had not Mr. Jefferson been chosen? 
Mr. Adams, to be sure, would have been the presi- 
dent—And this same Mr. Adams, is esteemed by 
that genilemen and his friends, ten times worse 
than: Mr, Jefferson, What vile things he would 
have done, God onlv knows. 

We ave told, too, that this war would not have 
happened, had it not been for the facility of admit- 
ting new states into the union. No proof of this. 
What had Louisiana to do with declaring war?— 
Louisiana, sir, is expending her property and blood 
to preserve the rights and honor of the country.— 
But I find that while there was a prospect of New- 
Orleans being conguered, your party has changed 
their tone, and admitted its vast importance ta the 
wnion. Yes, sir, gentlemen who haye property at 
New-Orleans, can very particularly, wish for its de- 
fence. And, J am grieved and mortified to find, 
thai the best blood in the western country is to be 
spilt to defend the property of our northern mer- 
chants, while these very merchants are throwing 
every stumbling block in the way of prosecuting 
the war, abusing these dack.woodsmen, and denounc- 
ing New-Orleans as a curse to the nation. 

But we should have had no commercial restric- 
tions nor war, had it required the concurrence of 
tivo thirds of both hquses ofcongress, Read.ly ad- 
mitted. Should these alterations succeed, we shall 
have no war with England. Her influence in this 
country is such, that nothing but a miracle could 
produce a war with her, should these alterat:ons 
prevail. No, sir—No aggressions, however unpro- 
yoked or otttrageous, would produce a war. More 
than one-third in the senate, might be less than one- 
fifth of the nation; and more than one-third m the 
house might be the representat.ves of three states 
cut of eighteen. In either event, there would be no 
war. Is it too much to say that Britain could al- 
ways be sure of a third in one or the other branch 
of the legislature? Look at what has happened and 
then judge. Where is the instance where your 
party has condemned Britain in any act of aggres- 
sion against us? Have you not rather, most unqual- 
ifiedly, just fied her in every thing? Amidst all her 
atrocities, barbarities, and vandalisms, who of you 
has doubted but that she was right? Frecbooting, 
eonflugrating, rap:ne and massacre—all, all, excus- 
ed and even justified, Show me the man of your 
party who is an exception, and I will ask his pardon. 
Yet, therefore, her means of .nfiuence be what they 
now are, and human nature must radically change, 
before any British outrage would be repelled or 
avenged. These alterations, then, go to the des- 
truction of our l.bert.es, and the subjugation of us 
to British power. Had these Hartford gentlemen 
intended to bring us to the footstool of the British 
throne, they could not have devised a more effectual 
method than ¢this, : 

Are you not contented with your frequent usur- 
pation of federal powers? Is it not enough that you 
have made a most dangerous and fatal inroad upon 
the constitution, by dénying the power of the presi- 


Gent over the miditia? Will it not satisfy you that 








you also denied the general government. the power 
to obtain an army except by voluntary enlistment, 
and that you are about to'repeal a law of congress 
for the enlistment of minors? After these infrac- 
tions of the constitution, we should have supposed 
that gentlemen would have been satisfied, without 
further fettering the general government. 

Passing over the proposed exclusion of naturaliz- 
ed foreigners from office, upon which enough has 
been said in debate upon that article, let me ask 
why is it necessary to confine the president to one 
term, and to prevent the selection of a successor 
from thé same state? The gentleman from Essex 
(Mr, White) has read much from the debates in the 
Virginia convention, to what purpose, I confess, I 
could not perceive. Surely the gentlemen would 
not cite the objections of the minority in Virginia 
against the constitution, as evidence that a difter~ 
ent one ought to have been adopted, The objec- 
tions of this minority were overruled. The argus 
ment of the majority prevailed, and Virgimia agreed 
to adopt this constitution. We cited the argu- 
ments of the majority in the Massachusetts conven 
tion, which adopied the same constitution; but we 
never thought that the reasoning of the minonty 
was of any authority. It is the argument of a man 
who has a bad cause. The same gentleman labored 
hard to prove that the amendment was to be an off- 
set ta that adopted some years since for discrimina- 
tion in the cho:ce of pres:dent and vice-president. 
But he failed—he stated that that amendment was 
an injury to the smail states, and this was a remedy. 
It is true, sir, that that amendment diminished the 
probability of no choice by the people, which case 
the states would have ain equa! vote in the last re- 
sort. But how does the propoved alteration help 
the small states? Not in the :east—though the se- 
cond cho:ce is not to be in ‘ame state, still 
each choice may be kept in the larrre states in spite 
of your proposed alteration. [fam sure that no one 
but that gentleman ever thought or tiis reason for, 
this alteration. ‘The true reason :s that you wish te 
control the voice of the m.jor:ty—you find that for 
some cause, Which Ido not wish to meniion, your 
power and influence have departed. The people 
are disposed to confide in men whom they judge to 
be friends to their country. This does not suit 
your schemes of power—and this amendment is to 
abridge their rights. 

All these alterations go to impair and finally to 
destray ‘the constitution—In the preamble to the 
resolut.on for the appo:ntment of the delegates wha 
haye recommended ‘this alteration, you have stated 
ihat the constitution was unfit for peace or war— 
and one of this Senate, in debate, stated that it 
wanted more energy, and that the executive should 
‘have more pawer. fr. 

Is this the way you are to give it energy? What 
with the construction you have hitherto given it, 
and the alterations, it will not be worth having. It 
would be indeed unfit for peace or war. It is then 
taxing our charity too much, to request us to be 
heve that you are for improving this instrument. 
Are you not rather pursuing the very course which 
Washington predicted? Attempting, by alterations 
in the name of amendments, to wadernine what you 
daré not violently attack? In debate on the report 
for the appointment of your delegates, it was open- 
ly avowed that you must have redress, even by vio- 
lence. The constitut.on was scouted as rather wort 
eaten. The leading paper of your party, edited by 
a member of this legislature, and a man who voted 





for your delegates, has been uniform and explicit, 
in declaring that there must be resistance. -Look at 
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the Crisis, for which the editor is responsible—I, 
ask, is it scandal in us to say that the object of the 
opposition was a severance of the union. But vio- 
lence was thought dangerous, and it was best to un- 
dermine. Hence, perhaps, these alterations are pro- 
poposed at this time. I regret that I cannot per- 
ceive in them any thing but hostility to the consti- 
tution. ‘The prediction of Washington is verified. 
Put constructions upon the instrument unfavorable 
to its energy, adopt the alterations which you here 
propose, and your government is the foot-ball of 
every faction, and its destruction is certain. 

The want of these alterations has produced the 
war! This fatal, disastrous, disgraceful war. Sir, 
Lhope the time will never come when the Ameri- 
ean people will look upon war as the worst of evils. 
This war has not been disastrous nor disgraceful.— 
It is an additional slander upon the brave men 
whom you refuse to honor to thank for glorious 
deeds, to say that the war is disgraceful. We are 
told that Mr. Madison recommended this war to 
save his popularity—What a discovery! We had 
been at peace for thirty years—our habits, our im- 
terests and our inclinations, endeared us to peace. 
We had no soldiers or officers, and few ships.—A 
war with Britain was a war with her friends in A- 
Merica. With all these facts before him, Mr. Mad- 
ison recommended war, for purposes of popularity! 
With all your wisdom you have never found out 
that he was an idcot. 

I remember that in his arrangement with Mr. 
Erskine, you thought he was too cunning. This 
crafty and designing Madison, most unfairly cir- 
cumvented this honest, unsuspecting minister of 
his majesty. And if this is the man, how can you 
suppose him so stupid as to recommend a war to 
promote his election’? But several gentlemen have 
told us @ story—that Mr. Clay and others, a com- 
mittee, waited on Mr. Madison and threatened him, 
that unless he recommended this war, he should not 
be re-elected! There is much of the marvellous in 
this! The fact has been peremptorily denied at this 
board, and gentlemen have been challenged to pro- 
duce the proofs. How have they succeeded? As 
they do in almost every thing, Some newspapers 
60 stated, and it was not, as they knew of, contra- 
dicted, and Mr. Pickering asked Mr. Clay, while in 
the chair, if it were not true, and he returned no 
answer. And because Mr. Clay treated this inso- 
lent enquiry with silence and contempt, gentlemen 
infer that the fact is proved! 

There are already sufficient checks in this con- 
stitution to prevent any war against the wishes or 
interest of the people. The American people do 
not delight in blood, War is abhorrent to their 
feelings and not very consonant to the nature of 
their government. They will endure insult and op- 
pression until they are no longer tolerable, before 
they will engage in a war. 


There are better causes for the war than the de- 
fect in the constitution. The opposition in this 
country were the authors of this war. You told G, 
Britain that the United States could not be “kick- 
ed into a war.” In this way you encouraged her 
aggressions. Solong as her insults and oppres- 
sions would be borne, so long they would be contin- 
ued. But Britain has been once more deceived by 
her pretended friends in this country. She has 
been made the dupe of their schemes of ambition.— 
Nor is the continuance of this war less the effect of 
your opposition. Is it surprising that Britain 
_ should take encouragement from this most unjusti- 
fable opposition? The enemy takes quiet posses- 
sion of a large extent of your territory. . Instead of 


expelling him, you appoint a convention to divide the 
states, unless New-England shall be permitied to rule 
them. You pretended to raise ten thousand troops, 
but instead of this the Hartford convention met, 
exploded, recommended to fritter away the consti- 
tution, and a mission is sent to Washin on 2 
very extraordinary, and I had almost said, foolish 
errand, to obtain, forsooth, the United States taxes 
to be paid into the state treasury! And if Massa- 
chusetts can get this money, why then we are to see 
astonishing military achievements. This is the 
way you prolong the war. If G. Britain has not 
lost all confidence in this scolding, professing, 
threatening party, our conduct will unquestoah y 
procrastinate the war. We have made the war 
disastrous—Boasting Massachusetts—how does she 
stand in the eyes of the world in this contest? Evy 
ery act of ours tends to embarrass the government 
and encourage the enemy. We will not rejoice at 
victories, nor thank even the defenders of our sai]. 
We insult our conquerors by sea and Jand, by der 
claring the war disastrous and disgraceful. 

Sir, I would never restrain our representatives of 
the people from making war. I am far from believ- 
ing that a perpetual peace with Great Britain ought 
to be expected or wished. Thirty years peace had 
well nigh prostrated the liberties of this country. 
We were trammellied and handcuffed by British 
influence. We were sleeping under the fatal oper~ 
ation of this influence. And but for this war, we 
should not, perhaps, until oo late, have discovered 
the extent of this influence. 

I believe, sir, there is a natural enmity between 
this country and Great Britain. Britain is jealous 
ofour increasing commerce and naval glory—she 
will never forgive us our independence, This war 
will g:ve us a navy, and auavy may be the cause of 
future wars. | 

The war has been of vast benefit. It has taught 
Great Britain to remember and respect our 
strength. It has taught ws to respect ourselves, and 
to feel a confidence in our own power and rosources. 
It has strengthened and perfected our independence 
by improving our agricultural and manufacturing 
interests. 

The glories we have acquired in this war will 
command the honor and astonishment of Europe. 
On the ocean we have humbled British pride. The 
victories of Erie, Plattsburgh, Niagara, and New- 
Orleans, rival all the glories of the revolution. I 
wish, in God, Massachusetts, as a state, could par- 
ticipate in these most brilliant achievements. Bu? 
look at Penobscot. Massachusetts, how art thou 
fallen! 

Sir, you must come in and help in this contest. 
The honor of Massachusetts must be redeemed.— 
This war has been disgraceful only to this state. Tf 
we regarded the United States as our country; if 
we would avoid the scorn and contempt of the 
world; if we are the sons of patriots who sacrificed 
their lives on the altar of their country; let us aban- 
don this strange opposition policy, expel the invad- 
er from our soil, and participate in the glory of our 
triumphs over the most powerful nation in the 
world. 





Mr. Hanson’s Spcech, 

Upon his motion to strike out the first section of the 
Bank 6iil, in the House of Representatives, U. S. 
November 29th. 

Mr. Hanson said, he was not less alive to the 
critical and awfnl condition of the country, than 
the secretary of the treasury, whose letter had just 





been read by the clerk. The picture he had paint- 
ed of our financial affairs was not more frightful 
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than the reality. In some features it fell short of 
the origina]. Not only had government bills been 
dishonored, and the interest of the public debt re- 
™Mained unpaid, as stated by the secretary of the 
treasury, but facts were within the knowledge of 
Mr. H. still more disreputable and degrading to 
the administration. So completely empty was the 
treasury, and destitute of credit, that fails could 
not be obtained to defray the current ordinary ex- 
ag of the different departments. Disgraceful, 

umiliating as the fact was, it ought not to beconceal- 
ed from the nation, and he felt it his duty to state 
to the house, that the department of state was so 
bare of money, as to be unable to pay even its sta- 
tionary bill. The government was subsisting upon 
the drainings of unchartered banks in the district, 
who felt themselves compelled to contribute their 
means, lest the rod in terrorem, which was held 
over them, should be applied, and an act of incor- 
poration refused. Yes, it was well known to the 
citizens of the district, that the treasury was oblig- 
ed to borrow pitiful sums, which it would disgrace 
a merchant in tolerable credit, to ask for. 

Mr. H. mentioned the instance of an acceptance 
of $3500, which the war department was unable to 
pay, and persuaded a bank in Georgetown to pay 

or them. He mentioned several acceptances which 
he himself had seen for large amounts, which had 
been protested by the public notary. The paymas- 
ter was unable to meet demands for paltry amounts, 
not even for thirty dollars, which was a well estab- 
lished fact. He spoke also of the failure to meet 
the public engagements at New-York and Philadel- 
phia. He said he was apprised several days in ad- 
vance of the explosion, which happened in the lat- 
ter place, and had attempted to take the floor sev- 
eral days past to prepare the house for the event, 
but he had not been so fortunate as to catch the 
speaker’s eye. In short, it was difficult to conceive 
a situation more ciritical and perilous, than that of 
the goverment at this moment, without money, 
without credit, and destitute of the means of de- 
fending the country. 





Under such circumstances, I agree, said Mr. H. 
with the secretary of the treasury, that not a mo-! 
ment should be lost in exerting the constitutional | 
power of congress to its utmost energy, to check or | 
turn aside this evil current of events, which threat- 
en to overwhelm the nation. Not a moment was to 
be lost in preventing, if possible, further mischief, 
and in repairing what was alreadydone. But if an. 
opinion was to be formed of the future, from the 
past proceedings of the house, there was little 
ground to hope. Congress was in the third month 
of its session—it had been convened under circum- 
stances appealing to whatever of spirit and patriot- 
ism there was in the country, addressing themselves 
with peculiar force to the authors of our calamities, 
the party in power. What had been done towards 
discharging the interesting and sacred trust repos- 
ed in the representatives of the people—the guar- 
dian of the national honor and safety? The house 
was dialy involved in useless wrangling debates, 
which, from all appearance were likely to result 
in nothing but words, and abortive attempts at 
action.—While the doctors are disputing, (said 
Mr.H.) about the medicines to be administered, 
the patient is rapidly approaching to its last breath. 
It cannot be said of me, sir, that [ have thrawn ob- 
structions in the way of the ruling party. So far 
from it, Ihave abstained purposely from taking part 
in many interesting debates, in the hope that action 
would be substituted to words, and from an unwill- 





ingness to consume time, every moment of which I 
deemed precious to the country. 

Such is my ardent desire to economise time, as 
far as itis consistent with intelligent legislation, that 
{ would not now claim the attention of the house, 
but that my patience is exhausted. I have waited 
and waited in vain, to see this pernicious measure 
consigned to the fate which evidently awaits it, and 
to see some other feasible plan, which the discre- 
tion and sense of the house can sanction, in- 
troduced in its place. I can remain silent no lon- 
ger; its palpable deformity, its utter inadequacy to 
the ends proposed, and its destructive tendency 
seem to be apparent to a large majority of the 
house, who are impatient to dispacth it. A scheme 
so absurd and visionary, could have been looked for 
from no other quarter than that which produced it. 
and I am glad to see that gentlemen on the other 
side of the house have at last collected the courage 
and manifested their determination to pursue what 
they call an Jenus Fatuus (Mr. Calhoun) no further. 
An denus Fatuus, truly, sir, and which, like other 
jack-o’-lantherns, engendered in the tens of party, 
will play about the surface of those stagnant pools 
until it sinks, and is extinguished. It was this 
same bold and false prophet, who led us into Cana- 
da, to conquer free trade and saiiors* rights, and 
such is the sanguine nature of the late chairman of 
the committee of foreign relations, that I have not 
a doubt, even now, he would contract, if he could 
find security fer the forfeiture, to capture, in six 
weeks more or less, the whole British army, and de- 
liver them, bound hand and foot at the capitol. 

The Speaker called to order, conceiving the re- 
marks to be personal. 

Mr. H. said, that hitherto he nad with pleasure, 
paid the most scrupulous regard to the judgment of 
the chair, and bowed cheerfully to its iecisions, but 
on this occasion he must be allowed to suggest that 
the latitude usually indulged in such discussions 
was favorable to the course now taken in debate.— 
Besides, the honourable speaker would recollect, 
upon this very question, the hberality contended tor 
had been enjoyed by the other side of the house in a 
degree and mode not now proposed to be trans- 
cended. 

The Speaker said his anxiety to exciude every 
thing like personality from debate, and a conviction 
that the rule of the house supported his opinion, 
were sufficierit reasons for his adhering to his deci- 
sion. And it was due to the gentleman from Mary- 
Jand to say, that he had always paid that respect to 
the chair, which was so necessary 1u supporting its 
dignity, and that of the house. 

Mr. H. acquiesced: He knew of nothing more 
visionary than the idea of the gentleman from South 
Carolinia, that in the present depreciated state of 
the public credit, and finances, the enormous sum 
of forty-four millions of treasury notes could be 
put in circulation. A scheme of a paper medium 
so stupendous at a time so critical, destroyed every 
hope of extricating the country. If sanctioned by 
the house, so far from relieving the nation, it would 
plunge it into still deeper dithculties—~He looked 
with horror and dismay at the project, and was 
most of all astonished that the house treated it with 
the respect of entertaining it one day in debate. 

Sir, (said Mr. H.) my opposition to this gigantic, 
rickety, deformed project, cannot be ascribed to a 
sinister design to embarrass the government, and 
prevent the relief necessary speedily to be afforded 
to its finances —I know, sir, the country cannot be 
defended, it will be out of the power of the govern: 
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ment to save it, if they are so disposed, unless the 
treasury is relieved. My opposition to the bill pro- 
ceeds from my extreme anxiety, to place it in the 
power of those who direct the government, to de- 
fend and save the country. I will an no man in 
this nation to take precedence of me, in stramimng 
every nerve, and stretching the constitution to the 
utmost limit of liberal interpretation to impart the 
power requisite to defend the country, and maintain 
its riehts of sovereignty and soil; but I will embark 
in no rash and desperate measures, which will put 
every thine at hazard, and entail umypmbered woes 
upon posterity. “Desperate situations” produce 
desperat: councils and desperate measures. But it 
is in sucn ‘mes that nen of virtue, reflection and 


wisdom are especially called on to look with dis- 
passione © colinness on the state of affairs, and to 
oppose ‘vit2 Ormness all expedients which are cal- 


culated to ‘ncrease, instead of diminishing the evils 
to be remedied. Ata perjod like the present, when 
“men are as much blinded by the extremes of mis- 
ery,” as in times past, they have been intoxicated 
with the extreme of prosperity, the corrective of 
sober jttigment and wholesome enquiry, is more 
necessary to prevent irremediable mischief than to 
guard against probabie reverses. It has been said, 
that “great distress never has hitherto taught, and 
whilst the world lasts, never will teach lessons of 
wisdom to mankind.” But if wisdom in our coun- 
cils cannot be assured by past calamities, we may 
at ieast avoid a pitfall which is visible to the dullest 
Vision. 

I say again, and again, sir, my undisguised, avow- 
ed object is to defend the country, and if it be not 
too late, under providence, to preserve it by prompt 
and wise, and vigorous constitutional measures.— 
Nec gentium quies sine armis nec arma stne stipen- 
diis, nec stipendia sine tributes. Lam not ignorant 
that the first and indispensable step towards de- 
fending the country, is the recovery of public cre- 
dit, and the disembarrassment of the finances. But 
I do fear without a united effort in this house, and 
throughout this nation, to restore confidence in the 
treasury, every attempt to reinstate the finances, 
will prove abortive. I entertain the opinion, form- 
ed after much reflection, and a free interchange of 
sentiment with enlightened men, that unless a gen- 
eral and generous effort is made by all parties, to 
revive the expiring credit of the treasury, it will 
continue to languish, daily to depreciate, until I 
would say the credit of Jacob Barker himself, (if it 
were not attaching more importance to him, than 
he merits) will be high, compared with that of the 
government in the money market. Under this strong 
conviction, and knowing as every man in the nation 


applied and wasted in fruitless. attempts at con- 
.quest, the states must of necessity take their de- 
fence into their own hands. But the condition of 
the country is so critical, I see no choice but to 
take the chance of a correct application of means to 
be placed at the disposal of the government. The 
charge never shall be brought against me, that I 
folded my arms, and looked on an indifferent spec- 
tator, while the country.was sinking. The men in 
power shall never be able to throw upon me any 
portion of the blame of not extricating the country 
from the difficulties into which their incompetency 
and folly have plunged it. It will be demanded of 
them to return the government pure and undefiled, 
as they received it. Degrading terms of peace J 
will never agree to, and if our rights and honour 
are to be sacrificed, they shall never have it to say 
they were sacrificed, because J, as one of the minor- 
ity, withheld, from them the means of preserving 
them. No; they shall have the means, as far as I 
can give them,1 will bear my portion of the odium 
of their measures for defence, where they do not 
trench upon the constitution. When they do so 
trench, when their measures go to prostrate civil 
liberty, and overthrow the constitution, I will re- 
sist them, and recommend resistance to the people. 
I will draw the sword to put down and punish 
usurpation and tyranny at home, with the same ala- 
crity, that I wouid run to the water’s edge to repel 
the invading foe. I now fear nothing from usurpa- 
tion, because we are now free and able to resist 
it successfully. The attempt will prove that both 
the physical and numerical strength of the country 
lies where it ought to lie, because it will never be 
exerted, except in defence of the country, and the 
liberties of the people. Subjugation by a foreign 
power can hardly be deemed an evil, compared with 
domestic despotism and slavery. The foreign yoke 
may be broken and thrown off, but the chains rivet- 
ted upon a people by their own tyrants, are diffi- 
cult to be loosened and destroyed. It will be una- 
vailing, and worse than unavailing, to put the coun- 
try ina posture to meet the enemy without, ifa 
more dangerous enemy within, is permitted quietly 
and at his leisure, to reduce this people to a state 
of ignominious bondage. 

In coming to the determination to grant the sup- 
plies asked for to defend the country, I maintain I 
am neither inconsistent with myself, faithless to 
my friends, nor false to the country. The highest 
of all temporal obligations, according to my moral 
sense, and the soundest policy, according to my 
judgment, approve the course Ihave marked out 





for myself. The reason is obvious why I shali ab- 


‘stain from a particular discussion of the points of 


must know, that the country cannot be defended | difference, between me and some of my political 
without the ways and means, and as far as depends/| friends. Either being wrong, I know it is for me 


on me, being resolved at every cost, hazard and ex-| 
tremity, consistently with civil liberty, and the con-_ 
stitution, to preserve unimpaired the rights and | 


honour of the nation, I therefore shall co-operate in 
all measures to defend the country. This can only 
be done by reproducing and bracing the main sinew 
of war, money, public credit; without which the 
Ration wili be delivered up, bound hand and foot, 


to wait the award of an enlightened and virtuous 
community, having no other palliation to offer, than 
that if I have erred, it is my firm conviction I have 
erred on the side of the best interests of my coun- 
try. We no doubt aim at the same goal, but chuse 
different routes to arrive at it. Iam perfectly sure, 
that we all prefer our country to ourselves, its good 
to our own gratification. That my political friends, 


to the enemy, unless rescued by the energy of the | in common with me, have a single eye to the safety 


respective state sovereignties. When things come | 
to the worst, that the states can and will defend | 
themselves, 1 have no doubt, but my object is to de-| 


fend the country under the constitution, and to pre- 
vent a dissolution of the union, which is inevitable 
if the means are not provided of enabling the gene- 
ral government to defend the states. 

Ii the means are supphed, and they are still mis- 





and lasting happiness of the nation, cannot be 
doubted. We are alike anxious and resolved, if 


possible, though we may differ in some respects 
about the means, to save the country. When I say 
country, I do, of course, not mean those fell des- 
troyers of its rights, peace, safety and honour, whose 
misdeeds have brought upon the people the suffer- 
ings under which they smart, the burdens which 
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force from them the deep groans which are heard |to unite in objects of defence, and to strengthen the 
through the land. No man feels a more thoroughiarm of government for that purpose. Although de- 


sovereign contempt for the wicked authors of our) 


afflictions, than I do; and if it is said in contribut- 
ihg to the relief’ and salvation of the country, I in- 
cidentally relieve them, I justify, by replying, even 
such men must be relieved in preference to certain 
national bankruptcy, and the overthrow of the freest 
form of government known on the globe. Let the 
tempest beaten vessel of state be first brought into 
Port, I will then join eo in throwing the 
treacherous pilot overboard. Now is not the time 
to put all at hazard, by rash and untried acts of 
violence, The ship is sinking, I will give a hand 
to the pump. The temple is in flames, I will hand 
a bucket. 

Such is the perilous situation of the country, visi- 
ble to every eye, and plain to every understanding, 
that unless a combined effort is made, to rescue us 
from the dangers which are seen on all sides, I do 
fear our case is desperate, our ruin irretrievable, 
that we are lost irrecoverable. But, sir, while there 
is yet life, there is still hope. I will not, must not, 
dare not, abandon the country. If deserted by its 
true friends now, it will sink so low, that it cannot, 
hereafter, under the guidance of other councils, be 
re-elevated to that pinnacle of honour, dignity and 
glory from which it has dashed by heartless and 
corrupt men, in their despicable contests for per- 
sonable aggrandizement. Ifthe country, two years 
hence, is to be governed by wiser and abler men, I 
see no reason to conceal the opinion, that the sooner 
a good and sufficient system of revenue, and a well 
regulated Bank are organized, the better. They 
will be necessary instruments for those who may 
succeed the authors of the burdens, which must 
constitute the basis of a system imparting efficiency 
and ability, to the national finances. If we cah save 
the vessel of state from being wholly wrecked, the 
easier it will be to repair and rig her out again.— 
But most certain, it is, if our affairs are suffered to 
go on in their present downward course, a few 
months hence I might point to the naked crumbling 
columns of your capitol, as atype or symbol of the 

overnment. 

Let then a united effort be made to save the coun- 
try. But, at the same time, be it understood, that 
we are not to withdraw our opposition to those un- 
constitutional measures, and that pernicious policy 
of government, which are adopted with no other 
vaew, than that the party in power may be the more 
firmly seated in power, and the better enabled to 
persevere in their mischievous career. This we can- 
not do, without abandoning our most sacred duties, 
without a base dereliction of those well tried prin- 
ciples, which have stood every test and passed 
through every ordeal, for a long series of years. No, 
sir, We cannot be expected to add fuel to the flame, 
by which we ourselves are consumed; to feed the 
fever which is raging in our veins; to become the 
architects of our own ruin; to assist in forging 
chains for posterity, if not for ourselves. 

I confess, sur, I have the less difficulty in voting 
supplies, and uniting to recover public credit, since 
the disclosures made to the house by the President, 
im relation to the discussions at Ghent. Anterior to 
that communication, the resolution had been form- 
ed, as far as I might be supposed to be entitled to 
political consideration, to join in measures for de- 
fence. Although I believed the war was unjust and 
wicked in its origin, yet a state of things had arisen 
out 6f the revolution in Europe, the threats of de- 
vastation by the enemy, and his increased ability to 
execute his menaces, which rendered it necessary 








clared, the war is not now continued from motives 
and designs foreign to this people. On the contra- 
ry, the administration has fumbled itself to a dé 
gree exciting commisseration, to obtain peace. 
Without violating the mjunction of secrecy, which 
locks up from the eye of the people, the most inter- 
esting part of the despatches, I will advert merely 
to such parts as are public. I say then I have the 
less difficulty in voting supplies, because ‘the ad- 
ministration has changed its ground since the revo- 
lution in Europe, and come over to my opinion and 
views of the fair terms of peace. As the continent 
now stands, the question of blockade no longer pre- 
sents difficulties. That of impressment, aye of 
IMPRESSMENT, is abandoned by the very authors 
themselves of the calabistic wotds “rrEz TRADE 
aND SAILORS’ niguts.’? The Napoleon notion of 
floating colonies is also discarded, since its author 
has himself been consigned to a state of colonial de- 
pendence, being struck from the list of continental 
tentates, though he preserves all the forms of 
oyalty in his little kingdom, not so large as the 
possessions of some of our southern dons, with their 
thousands of acres and battalions of blacks. 

The question of “free ships, free goods” is also 
put at rest. The right of visit and search is impli- 
edly conceded, and the flag is not te cover the crew. 
It is not three months, sir, since I myself saw “Free 
Trade and Sailors’? Rights” floating in proud defi- 
ance on your flag on the battery at the white hovee. 
The mystic words were written on the star spangled 
banner, which our naval heroes carried into the very 
British Channel, where it waved intrumph. But, 
alas! your Hulls, Decaturs, Perries and M‘ Donouzhs, 
now know, that the President is content to ware the 
question of sailors’ rights, and to give the go-by to 
that of “the flags covering the crew.” They now 
know, from what sources, and what motives proceed- 
ed all their delusive, senseless uproar about sailors’ 
rights, by the very men who have struggled in times 
past, to degrade our navy, and in their own words, 
“would have gone further to see it consumed by fire 
than to extinguish the flames.” Yes, sir, these he- 
roes may now ask for what have we fought glorious 
battles, achieved brilliant victories, spilt our blood, 
plucked the brightest gem from the British diadem, 
when cowardice “has torn down the flag which valor 
had mailed to the mast.” 

I may be complained of, sir, for these digressions, 
but if we are to trace our difficulties to their source, 
we must mount higher than to this or that particu- 
lar error and act of folly, which has characterized 
the vicious system of politics, so long persevered in 
to the disgrace and ruin of the country. The root 
of the evil is not this or that blunder, that or the 
other piece of deception, and mischief, but it is the 
political system of administration, not only in rela- 
tion to the finances, but to the general policy of the 
government. It has been tried, fatally tested, and 
has led and can lead to nothing but disappointment, 
suffering and disgrace. Let it then be abandoned, 
at once and forever, or all efforts to preserve the 
country will have but a temporary effect, and 
o productive only of increased difficulties here- 
after. 

Mr. Speaker, it once was the pride and happiness 
of the country, (and I bring back the recollections 
of gentlemen to the period with bitter feelings of 
regret,) to flourish under the benign influence of: 
a political system, which experience proved to be 
conductive to our fame and welfare. Preferring the 
people’s good, to the people’s favour, the party now 
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in the minority introduced and faithfully adhered to, 
that system whica raised the nation toa stat¢ of un- 
exampled prosperity and happiness. Its results are 
now matter of history. Unfortunately for the coun- 
try, it was misunderstood, systematically misrepre- 
sented and descried by the demagogues ‘of the day, 
and finally rejected by a majority of the people — 
Yes, sir, a faise and erroneous understanding of it 
was imposed upon the minds of the deluded people, 
and it was discarded because thev knew not its va- 
pais Even after we were denied by ‘the people, it 
ontinued our chief care , the principle object of our 
sation: the sole motive to exertion to preserve to 
the couniry, what had been already gained. We be- 
trayed no unwi Hingne ss, that our successors should 
reap the glory y and benefit of our institutions, pro- 
vided only, they were ree ito the country.— 
When at last the enfuriat e passion of party, and the 
unrelenting spirit of persccution, succ eeded in over- 
throwing and swe ‘ping away most of those institu- 
tions, W e should still have been content, :f the great 
objects for which they were designed, the peace, 
honour, aad safety of the country, could have been 
preserved. They have all been destroyed and ev 
ered up inthe same grave. Gentlemen now fe ae 
and acknowledge the loss of one of those noble in- 
stitutio: 13, the National Bank, and they would recal 
it, to relieve them from difficulties which cause 
distress and dismay throughout the land. That 
cannot be. It is too late. The dead cannot be res- 
tored to life. To use the language of the gentle- 
man from S.C. Mr. Calhoun, they who legislate 
upon party principles, must expect their measures 
to react upon themse lve S. Did it not involve the 
dearest interests and safety of the country, I should 
rejoice that retribution has at last overtaken the 
men who have inflicted such deep int: ies upon Us. 
Suffer, eréatly suffer they must, me it the country, 
se sulier with them, the innccent and puilty alike, 
except the consolation which a good conscience 
never fails to administer. 
Mr. Speaker, when I reflect on what our country 
once was, and might still have been, and what it 
now is; when [I think of the blessin; ss thrown away, 
and the miseries endured, my mdignation against the 
cool, remorseless, perverse plotter of our a‘ ctions 
and pe ils, is ready to burst forth on this floor in 
disorderly exclam: ations! my heart almost overfows 
with mingled erief' ar id 1 in lig rnation—Daily do f ex- 
pect the happening of some great event, the ont it 
of some awiul p iblic calam ity to be decisive of our 
face. A war of wide spread cruel desolation threat- 
ened by a pi owertul and exas sperated toe—the union 


tinuance. The crisis must soon be over; and if we 
are doomed to fall as a punishment of our sins as a 
nation, the day will have. come when the blindest 
party zealot will acknowledge, that but one mat 
stood between his country and its salvation. God 
knows, su, no one more devoutly and fervently 
wishes than I do, that he may be inspired with the 
Ww isdom, virtue and energy to save this nation. But 
all is dark and cheerless; I see no lambent ray of 
hope gilding the dreary prospect before us. The 
hand-w riting on the wall pomts to our fixed des- 
tiny. It is written im characters so glaring, and so 
legible, that he who runs may read?—W hen, Says 
the greatest moral philosopher of any age, did dis- 
tress ever oblige a prince to abdicate his authority? 
This bars up every avenue of escape. 

Here, perhaps, I ought to stop; but I will not 
leave the country in so forlorn and desperate a con. 
dition. No, sir, I will address myself, especially to 
ihis body, holding as it does now with the other 
branch, ihe destinies of the nation in its hands. Let 
them act with promptitude and vigor; and. in the 
language of the secretary of the treasury, resolve 
-|/not to delay another moment in every constitutional 
efiort to save the country. If they attempt to vio- 
late the constitution, they must sprinkle it with 
blood, with my blood, for I will not outlive the l- 
berties of my country.—nder the constitution, the 
‘country can be save -d, or let it fall. Consign this 
| bill at once to the fate it merits. Adopt at once 
|measures to revive public credit, to unite the people 
jand fill the armies. My voice and my arm is with 
you in-every just and constitutional measure for the 
ide fence of the country. Ener gv, wisdom and vir- 
tue will yet save the republic. If we have them 
not, if we cannot )) ing biseséty es, regardless of con- 
sideration of popularity, to discharge our sacred. 
trust like men, like patriots, let us take the gtx 
of the honorable member from N. York, Mr. 
leave our seats, render back our powers to the. ae 
ple. 








Mr. Gore’s Remarks, 


Inthe Senate of the United States, on the 
third reading of the bill laying a Direct 
ax, and to provide revenue for main- 
taining the public credit, §c. &c. (Jan- 
uary 18 15.) 





‘bins bill imposes hurthens extremely 


| heavy on all the ettizens of our common 


‘eountry, and on those with which L am 
most acquainted, a load that under exis. 
ting cireumstanees, will be intolerable. 
With the principle of the bill, in seleet- 
ing as objects of taxation, the lands and 
| batidings of the United States, 1 have no 


I consider them as fit and proper subjects 


aking to its very centre and tottering to a fall— 
with a government*bank: rupt in fortune : and in fame, 
and vet where are We, what doing, what h: ive We 
dene? W h cre are we? Look around! seated on a| 
barren heath amidst ruins! surrounded by a 
loathsome obiects of our dishonor. Indebted 
the Vandals for the roof that covers us. aN | ' 
rovernment itself? paralised, chaived down as it} fault to find. 
were by the drowsiness th: it prece les death. And 
yet gentlemen seem © riectly at their ease, tranc yuil 


us the undist -d moon bea ms that play upon the 
rently waving * billow * They repose in the delu- 
sive idea, that there Ys no danger. The sentine} 
upon the watch tower has ta/d them all’s well. 
When i midnight robber has sallied forth from 
his covert, and prowls about the street for his prey, 
vhen the. in cendiary has clapt his torch and the city 
‘ wrapt in Ais mes, the wei ous wate oh nan rivixt 
sleep and wake,” cries from his box, ail’s well! 
Sir, at this mi yment, the cold iey hand of death is 
On this people. The agony cannet be of long con- 





of revenue, and such assessments calcula- 
ted to equalize the burthens of the eoun- 
try, as imposing them on all parts, and 
with more impartialit y than can be attain- 
ed by any other mode, 

And, sir, Lshouid feel it my daty to 
vote fora bill, imposing such a tax, toany 
reasonable amount, had it not pleased the 
government of the nation to place the State, 


iwhich I have the houour to represent, out 
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of the protection of the United States and 
to determine, that while it shall bear a full 
proportion of the taxes, none of their 
fruits shali redound to her relief. 

The motives of eongress, in granting 
supplies, are doubtless to p:ovide for the 
defence of the country and the security of 
its rights, by a safe and honourable peace. 

‘These motives are wise and irresistible. 
All concur in the necessity of defending 
our territory against the enemy; and in the 
assertion and maintenance of our essential 
rights, at every peril, and if necessary, by 
the sacrifice of all that conduces to private 
ease and personal enjoyment. 

No one feels this truth more sensibly 
than myselfi—no ove considers the duty 
more imperative: with its obligations [ 
have no compromises to make, and in its 

erformance I ask for no limitations, on ac- | 
eount of the folly and improvidence with 
which the war was waged, nor of the de- 





‘be pursued. 


the fears, the vanity and pride of the peo- 
ple, and avowing its duty to establish the 
general security, assured the nation “that 
the works of defence on our maritime fron- 
tier, had been prosecuted with an activity, 
leaving little to be added for the completion 
of the most important ones”? The land 
forces so disposed as to insure appropriate 
and important serviees, and embodied and 
marched toward the north western fron- 
tiers, to seek satisfaction for acts, which it 
was declared, had alike “the character and 
effect of war.” 

The subsequent course of things must be 
full in the mind of every one, and the re- 
sult Known and felt by all. 

We learn that the same measures are to 
‘The Atiantie coast is to be 
defended as heretofore, by attempts on 
Canada. ‘This is frankly and formally 
told to the Congress, that no pretence can 
be urged, in future, of disappointment or 


grading imbecility and prodigal waste ef, deception. 


treasure, of blood and character, by which | 
it has been prosecuted. | 

The enemy publicly proclaims his pur-' 
pose, to spread desolation, far and wide, | 
on our unprotected sea-coast. He proceeds | 
to execute his threats with a barbarity and | 
baseness, in many instances unprecedented. | 

The mansions of the rich, the palaces of' 
the nation, and the cottages of its poorest | 
citizens, feel alike his disgraceful ven-, 
geance. ‘The opulence of the wealthy is de- 
stroyed; the means of subsistence, to the | 
impoverished inhabitants of the sands are | 
redeemed from his rapacity by grindiag, 
impositions which the charity of such as 
being out of the reach ef his power, are 
alone able to supply. Even the ashes of 
the dead are not suffered to repose in quiet. 
And, as the last act of atrocity, your slaves 
are seized and seduced, embodied in mili- 
tary Array, aud led to the destruction of 
their masters and the plander of their pos- 
sessions. 

Whether those acts seek an apology in 
the conduct of our own government, wel 
cannot enquire for the purpose of weigh- 
ing our duty to repel his attack. W hoever 


[ forbear to speak on this subject. In 
the actual state of things, all reasoning 
must be futiie. The powers of language 
cease before the eloquent monitors, con- 
stantly in our view. 

We are doomed to remain inthis scene, 
that we may not, for a moment, lose sight 
of our degradation and disgrace. 

‘The government bad complete informa- 
tions of the designs of the enemy, months 
before his attack on Washington. In this 
city, were ail the means of defence, for- 
tresses, ships, cannon, men and money.— 
Here, too, was concentrated all the wisdom 
\of Ure administration, to deliberate, exam- 
ine, decide and prepare for the support of 


‘|the eapital, at least sixty days prior to its 


destruction, by a few thousand worn down 
and exhausted soldiers. You have now in 
iull view, the effect of their combined 
couneils, of their individual and united 
talents, prudence and energies. 

‘These monuments show, in characters not 
to be mistaken, the future in the past and 
in the desolation around. They declare 
the fate of every place, under the infinenec 
aud protection of our government if ap- 





comes to our shores, in the character of an! proached by the enemy. 


enemy, must be resisted. . We must do al} 
in our power to defend ourselves and our 
soil from an invading foe. 

A question arises—have we any grounds 
for believing that the grants of men and 
money, will be wisely applied to the pur- 
poses of defence and protection? 

Honourable gentlemen will please to go 
back te Nov. 1811, when the executive. 
in winding its devious course to the fatal 
act of June, 1812, addressed the hopes. 


| Congress continues to grant, wih no 
sparing hand, supplies ef every kind to 
the same men, in the hope, it is imagined, 
ithat heaven may, by some miracle, inter- 
pose for-their application, to the safety and 
relief of the country. 

Permit me, sir, to crave your indulgence 
and that of the honourable senate, while 
[relate the condition of the country, which 
i represent, as the grounds of the vote f 
ain constrained to give on this occasicn.— 
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The state of Massachusetts has a sea-coast 
of about six hundred miles in extent. Its 
eastern houndary joins that of the enemy. 
It is, of course, peculiarly liable to inva- 
sion. ‘The president of the Uited States 
was avowedly of the opinion, that it would 
be invaded, immediately on the commence- 
ment of the war. There were several ts- 
lands, and one of great importance, on the 
eastern frontier, the title to which was not 
definitively acknowledged by'Great Brit- 
ain. ‘he claim of Massachusetts had been 
allowed, by this power, in a treaty made 
according to the instructions of the presi- 
dent, which treaty the United States had 
chosen to reject. The gavernment, there- 
fore, superadded to the general obligaticn, 
enjoined upon it, to protect and defend the 
territory of all tne states, had incurred a 
peculiar responsibility to guard this par- 
ticular frontier from falling inte the hands 
of the enemy. 

This state has been left entirely unpro- 
tected and defenceless, and has at no time 
had withinit, and destiued to its defence, 
sufficient force of the United States to pro- 
tect any one point against a common and 
ordinary hostile attack. 

Shortly after the adoption of the consti- 
tution, she ceded to the United States all 
the fortresses in her possession. ‘These. 
with all the prominent points of land and 
gites, appropriate for fortifications to de- 
fead the state against invasion, were, and 
for a long time previous to the war, had 
been, in the exciusive possession of the 
United States. The state, therefore, had 
no authority or jurisdiction over, nor even 
to eater them, for any purpose; much less 
to assume the defence of their territory, 
through these means. 

One great and principal object of the 
constitution, was to provide by this govern- 
ment for the common defence, and, by the 
power and resources of ali the states, to 
protect each against invasion. 

The preamble declares: 

‘We, the people of the United States, 
inorder to form a more perfect union, es- 
tablish justice, ensure domestic tranquilli- 
ty, provide for the common defence, pro- 
mote the general welfare, and the blessings 
of liberty to ourselves and posterity do or- 
dain and establish this eonstitutien.” For 
thjs end the states surrendered the princi- 
pal resources of revenue, over which they, 
previously, had uneontrolied dominion, 

‘Phe Congress shall have power, to lay 
and collect taxes, duties. imposts and ex- 
cises to pay the debts and provide for the 
common detence,” “to borrow money on the 
eredit of the United States.” : 


| 





} 


Here are ample resources and means 
commensurate to the duties the United 
States were enjoined, and undertook to per- 
form. 

This cannot be denied by the men now 
in power: for they abolished many taxes, in 
full productive operation, at the time they 
received the government. 

Power was also granted to raise and sup- 
port every kind of force, necessary to ene 
sure the common defence, and to protect 
ihe states against invasion, viz. 

«To raise and support armies” 

‘lo provide and maintain a navy.” 

“No exercise exclusive legislation over 
all places purchased by the consent of the 
legislatures of the states in which the same 
shall be, for the ereetion of forts magazines, 
arsenals, dock yards and other needful 
buildings.” 

The several states having surrendered 
their resourees, aud afforded such ample 
provision for the common defence, left no 
doubt of the paramount daty in the United 
States, to perform it punctually and faith- 
fully. 
in the present war, they are without ex- 
euse. if this be not fully and perfectly done; 
for the war was of their own choice; they 
made it, and at their own time. 

The several states received from the 
United States a solemn obligation, that 
they would protect each agaist invasion. 

Tne United States guarantee to every 
state a republican form of government, and 
shall protect each of them against inva- 
siou.”’ 

lf any thing were wanting to show the 
sacredness of this duty in the United States, 
iud the absolute relianee which the states 
entertained of its complete performance, it 
is to be found in the restrictions and priga- 
tions, which the seyeral states imposed on 
themselves, 

‘¢ No state shall grant letters of marque 
and reprisal. No state shall, without the 
consent of congress, lay any imposts, or 
duties on imports, or exports,” except fe. 

« No state shall, without the consent of 
eonsress, lay any duty on’ tonnage, keep 
trecps er ships of war, in time of peace, 
enter into avy agreement or compact with 
another state, or with a foreign power, or 
engage in a war, unless actually invaded, 
or in such imminent danger, as wili not ad- 
mit of delay.” 

Having this surrendered all the peeuni- 
ary resources necessary {to provide the 
means of defence, and also the right te 
raise a force requisite to this end ‘he seve 
eral states did rely, and were jusitied in 
relying, with perfeet confidence, for com- 
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plete protection and defence, on the gov-|to protect against invasion, is no where 
ernment of the United States, granted to the United States in express 

No one will pretend that sueh defence|terms, All the authority over the militia 
has been afforded all the states ijn the uni- delecated to the United States, is to call 
on. Massachusetts has been entirely aban-/them forth to repel invasion, to execute the 
doned. The men raised there for the reg-\laws, and suppress tnsurrection. ‘The 
ular army, have been marched out of the| United States is bound to provide for te 
state. common defences, 

Within a month after the declaration of| ‘To repel invasion is included in the duty 
war, the governor of that state was inform-|of provicing for the common defence; and 
ed by direction of the President, that the! as invasion may be sudden, even in time of 
regular troops were all ordered from the! profound peace, and before the United 
sea Coast: and this threat, if intended as States ean bring their forces to meet an un- 
such, was instantly executed. Thus, the! expected attack, the militia of the several 
moment the United States had placed thel states is granted to the United States, from 
country in a situation to require defence, | the necessity of the case as the means by 
and which it was their duty to provide,| which they may provide for the common 
they wantonly took away the only force| defence in such particular instanee. 
which could afford it. : li the United States have authority to 

It may be said, that the President ealled| call forth the militia, for the ordinary pur- 
forth the militia, in June and July, 1812,| poses of war for the common defences or 
for the purpose of making the defenee,|ior protection against invasion under any 
snd protecting the state against invasion,! of the general powers granted, such as that 
and the governor refused to obey the re-|to provide for the common defence, there 
quisition, On the 12th June, 1812 the) would have been no necessity for the spe- 
President, by his seeretary of war, request-| cial clause, authorizing congress to pro- 
ed governor Strong to order into the ser-| vide for calling them forth, to repei iiva- 
vice of the United States, on the requisition | sion; for repelling invasion is undoubtedly 
of general Dearbern, such parts of the mi-|one part of the duty of providing for the 
fitia as the general might deem necessary |common defence. 
for the defence of the sea coast, and on the| fit were the intent of the constitution 
22 June, the same general informed the|to grant to the U. States, expressly, a pow- 
governor, fhat war was declared against, er over the militia for protection against 
Great Gritain, and requested fourty-one|invasion, it would have declared that for 
cowpanies for the defence of the ports and | such purposes the U. States might eall 
harbours in Massachusetts, and the har-/forth the militia, or it would have said, to 
bour of New-port, in Rhode-Island, protect against or repel invasion. And es- 

Tbe governor of a state is obliged to| pecially in the clause which enjoins on the 
comply with every requisition of the United! U. States the duty of protecting each state 
States for militia made in pursuance of|against invasion, the constitution would 
the provisions of the constitution. He is|have declared, and that for this purpose, 
equally bound by his duty to the states, to|the U. States shall call forth the militia. 
refrain from ealling them forth, for pur-| No such words, no such grants are made 

oses not within those provisions. in this instrument. If therefore, the au- 

The only ease that authorizes a call for thority ofthe U. States to eall forth the 
the militia of the several states, fo act militia, to protect the ports and harbours 
against an enemy, is to repel invasion. iofa state, be granted, it must be by the 
_ The President, neither by himself, nor terms to repel invasion. Common defevee 
any of his officers, ever pretended that this ineludes all the means by which a nation 
case existed, at the time the requisition is- may be guarded, protected, defended, and 
sued. The requisition was made express-. secured, against danger, both in war and 
ly, for the defence of the ports and har-|in peace. 
bours of that state and of Rhode-Island. | Yo repel invasion, is only one particular 

‘The militia is a foree which belongs to and speeifie act of providing for the eom- 
the several states respectively and exelu- mon defence, It is contrary to common 
sively, and is so recognized by the constitu-| sense, as well as to all rules of logie, to 
tion ofthe United States. The govern-'say that a specific power or duty ineludes 
ment of the United States is a government) the general power or duty, of which itis a 
of limited authorities, and has no other) part; itis to say, that @ part contains the 
powers than what are granted by the eon-| whole. 
stitution. A power to cal! forth the mili-} To repel invasion, is to drive back and 
tia, to provide for the common defence, or] resist that which has already happened. 
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Jo protect against invasion is to prevent 
its happening, to secure against its exis- 
tence. The one act is against an event 
that has oceured—the other is to ensure 
and guard against the occurrence of such} t 
an event. 

‘lo protect against invasion, is to erect 
fortresses, to have them well manned, and 
supplied with all requisite stores, to pro- 
vide and equip ships of war, to, have an ar- 
my aud navy well organized and disciplin- 
ed, i in peace and in . ar. To repe’ 
Sion is one specific act of war, agaiust ano- 
ther act of the like character. 

To repel invasion is one part of the du- 


ty of providing t ‘or common defenee, and 


for this part a particular foree is granted. 
To say that a grant of this force for this 
special purpose, 


same foree for the purposes of protection 


and defence. ts to say, that a grant for one 
purpose is a grant for avother, and for ev-) 


ery perpen aa that the grant of a limit- 
ed, is the 
This would be both illegal and irrational. 
And :furd 
inieaded to control the powers granted to 
the government of the U. States, and espe- 
cially under the express limitation, viz.- 
“that powers not delegated to the United) 
Siates, by the constitution, nor prohibited | 
by if to the states, 
states. or to the people,” such construction | 
may be adopted, there remains no security 
for any right reserved to the states, or to 
the people. 

However conelusive this reasoning may 
be, it is not to be presumed. that after the 


strides of power, in which the spirit of par- 


ty has indulged, it will have any effect on 
those who direct the affairs of this country. 
I will, sir, however, refer to opinions and 
authorities in confirmation of what has 
been advanced, that to many gentlemen did 
not formerly admit either of exception or 
appeal. 

These are to be found in the resolutions 
and arguments of the legislature of Virgin- 
ia,and of Mr. Madison, one of that legis- 
Jature, in the years 1798 and 1800. 1 re-| 


fer the senate to the third resolution pass-| 


ed by that body, and framed by the pen of 
the President, ia the words following: 
“3d. Resolved, That this assembly doth | 
explicitly and peremptorily deciare, that 
it views the powers of the federal govern- 
ment, as resulting from the compact to) 
which the states are parties, limited by, 
the plain sense and intention of the instru-| 
ment constituling that compen , as 20 fur-| 
ther valid than they are authorized by the 
grant enumerated in that contract; and that 


inva- | 


ineludes a grant of the! 


grant of a general authority.—| 


er the limitations, which were, 


in ease of a deliberate, palpable and dan- 
gerous exercise of other powers, not grant- 
ed by the said compact, the states who are 
parties thereto, have a right and are in du- 

bound to interpose, for arresting the 
progress of the evil, and for maintaining 
within their respective limits, the authori- 
lies, rights and liberties appertaining to 
them. 9° 

‘It is said, that congress are by the con- 
stitution, to protect each state against in- 
vasion, and that the means of preventing 
are included in the power of protection 
against it.” 

“eT he power of war in general having 
been before granted by the constitution, 
this clause must either be a mere speeifica- 
tion, for greater caution and certainty, of 
which there are other examples in the con- 
stitution,or by the injunction of a duty su- 
peradded to a grant of power. Under 
either explanation, it cannot enlarge the 
/powers of congress on the subject. The 
power and the duty to protect each state 
against an invading enemy, would be the 
same, under the general powers, if this re- 
gard to greater eaution had been omitted!” 








are reserved to the | 


| “Invasion is an operation of war. ‘To 
protect against invasion is an exereise of 
the power of war. A power, therefore, 
not incident to war, cannot be incident to a 
particular modification of war. And as 
the removal of alien friends has appeared 
to be no incident to a general state of war, 
itcannot be incident to a partial state, or 
to a particular modification of war.” 


er to act on a case, when it actually occurs, 
includes a power over all the means that may 
tend to prevent the occurrence of the case. 
Such a latitude of construction would ren- 
der unavailing every practicable definition 
of limited powers.” See proceedings | in 
the house of delegates of Virginia, the 7th 
January, 1800, on the resolutions of the 
general assembly of December 21, 1798. 

Ifthe observations which f have made, 
are founded in truth, and justified by the 
constitution, the following positions are 
‘established, viz. 

That the United States have no right to 
‘eall on the several states, for the militia, 
‘to perform any act of war, but to repel in- 
ivasion. 

That to defend the ports and harbors of 

| Massachusetts and Rhode Island, the pur- 
pose for which the militia was required tn 
i812. is not within the power deles: ited by 
the constitution, to prov ide for calling forth 
the militia to repel trvasion. 
[In the case alluded to im 
jnot declared by the President, 





1812, if was 
nor ereo 


“Vor, can it ever be granted, that a pow- 
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pretended by his officers, that any invasion 
was made. In fact, no invasion was at- 
tempted, until two years after this time.— 
if the Uuited States had no authority to 
make the requisition, the governor would 
have betrayed his duty to the state, in com- 
plying with the demand. 

That the United States had no such au- 
thority, I think evident from the examina- 
tion that has been made of the powers del- 
et by the constitution. And the state 
of Massachusetts, instead of being a just 
object of censure, by the U. States, has a 
well founded complaint against this gov- 
ernment, for an attempt to usurp her rights 
and invade her prerogatives. 

A question has sometimes been suggest- 
ed, whether the governor of a state has a 
right to judge if the requisition be within 

e provisions of the constitution. A little 
reflection on the nature of the government 


ease not authorized by the constitation— 
they would betray the trust confided to 
them by the citizens of their states. ‘They 
must, therefore, examine the case when 
ealled upon, and decide according to their 
duty, as prescribed by the constitution of 
the U. States, and that of their particular 
state, shall demand. | 

General Cushing, while superintendant 
of the military district, in which Massa- 
chusetts is situated, informed Governor 
Strong that he expected an order from the 
President of the United States, to request 
a detachment of militia for the defence of 
the sea coast, and particularly of Boston. 
That he had not more troops than sufficient 
to man one of the forts, and proposed that 
one should be oceupied by the militia, and 
that while out they should be subject to the 
command of no officer of the Uuited States, 
exeept the superintendant of the district. 


of the United States, and ofa state, and of|'The governor acceeded to the proposal. 


the relation in which the supreme execu- 
tive of the latter stands to the U. Sates, 
and to the citizens of his particular state, 
will show that he is obliged to examine, if 
the case for which the requisition is made, 
be within the provisions of the constitu- 
tion, and if the purposes for which it is de- 
elared are manifestly not within the pow- 
ers delegated by that instrument, to with- 
hold a compliance. 

The government of the United States 
ean exercise no powers not granted by the 
constitution, and so far as this government 
ean support such as its elaims on this char- 
ter, it is sovereign, and has no other con- 
trol than its own diseretion. 

The government of the several states is 
equally sovereign, with respect to every 

ewer of an independent state, which it has 
not delegated by the same instrument to 
the U. States, or which is not thereby pro- 
hibited to the several states. It is, also,a 
sacred duty of the government of the sever- 
al states, to preserve unimpaired every 
right and authority retained by the state, 
either in its corporate capacity, or for its 
individual citizens. Whether the militia, 
the peculiar force of the several states, and 
that whieh is to protect and defend every 
right and power they possess, is ealled 
forth by the United States according to the 
provisions which they made, in delegating 
to this government its powers, must of ne- 
cessity be a question between two sovereign 
and independent governments, and on 
which there is no tribunal authorized to 
judge between them. And if the govern- 
ors; who are commanders in chief of the 
militia of the several states, should sur- 
render this foree to the United States in a 








General Dearborn shortly after super- 
seded Gen. Cushing, and on the 8th July, 
by order of the president, and in confirma- 
tion of the expectation of brigadier general 
Cushing, requested a detachment of eleven 
hundred militia to occupy the forts and 
harbor of Boston. 

Governor Strong, although under no 
constitutional obligation to eall forth the 
militia for the purposes required, yet sec- 
ing the forlorn condition of the country, 
the vast property of the Uuited States in 
the navy yard, a ship of the line nearly 
completed, and a frigate, all abandoned by 
the government to the merey of the enemy, 
at the same time that these offered to him 
great temptations to attack and destroy 
the capital of the state and its environs, 
and feeling authorized by the resolution of 
the legislature of Massachusetts, detached 
the militia, in confidence that the agree- 
ment made with general Cushing would be 
fulfilled. 

At the end of their term of serviee, these 
men were offered an uncurrent and depre- 
ciated paper, as their only compensation. 

In the beginning of September, General 
Dearborn notified the governor that the en- 
emy had taken possession of a considerable 
part of the state of Massachusetts, and re- 
quested a detachment of the militia for the 
purpose of protecting and defending such 
parts of that state and of New-Hampshire, 
as were not in the occupation of the enemy. 

Such eomplaints and objections had 
arisen in executing the order of July, that 
the governor although he issued an order 
for troops, found himself obliged to place 
the detachment under the command of & 
major general of the militia. 
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The governor immediately addressed a 
letter to the Secretary of state, requesting 
to know from the President, if the expenses 
thus necessarily incurred for the protection 
of the state, would be ultimately reimburs- 
ed to that state by the United States. 

The answer was, that if the force thus 
put into service by the governor, had been 
required by general Dearborn, or received 
by him, and put under his command, the 
expenses attending it would be defrayed 
by the united States. If otherwise, in 
either of these particulars, the United States 
were not chargeable with the expense. 

Here is a distinct and plain case, in 
which the United States had neglected that 
protection which they were expressly 
bound to afford to the state, and thereby 
occasioned the loss of a fifth part of its 
territory,* and then called upon the state 
itself, to protect the remaining territory. 
The state obeyed the call, and reserved 
only that right which the constitution, in 
express terms reserved, viz. the appoint- 
ment of officers to command the militia 
required—and the united ‘States say this 
expense must be born by the state, and 
that they will not reimburse the amount, 
because the militia is not placed under the 
command ef an officer of the United 
States. 

For this act of injastiec, for this neglect 
of duty in the United States towards the 


state of Massachusetts, for this abandon- | 


cruelly deserted by the government, which 
contrary to their entreaties, brought them 
into this perilous condition, the citizens of 
the country may be able to defend thein- 
selves. 
uuder their circumstances. But I am econfi- 
dent, that if this tax be eolleeted there and 
paid into the treasury of the United States, 
for the exclusive support and defence of 
others, they will be destitute of the means 
of making any adequate resistance I ean- 
not, therefore, vote for this bill. 

The present year the commonwealth has 
expended more than seven hundred theu- 
sand dollars in her own defence. She is 
now called on by this biil for six hundred 
thirty two thousand five hundred ninety 
two dollars to defend other parts of the 
territory of the United States, and her eii- 
izens more exposed than any other, are left 
to provide for their own defence. 

They who calculate on the ability of 
Massachusetts to pay, from the exactness 
and punctuality she heretofore observed in 
the discharge of taxes, will recolleet that 
her faculty to meet the demands of the 
treasury, even in times the most prospe- 
rous, arese principally from the daring en- 
ferpize, unrivalled industry and rigid 
economy of the inhabitants, that her re- 
sourees are now annihilated, and she is 
borne down by obloquy, insult and oppres- 








sion, 
‘They who have cbserved the patience 


>‘. * ae °| J. ; 
ment of its territory to be the violence of/ wherewith she has submitted to see the 


the enemy, I have never heard the smallest 
apology. 

I forbear to mention the rights of the 
state, the necessity to which this wanton 
abandonment by those who ought to pro- 
tect them, may reduce the inhabitants.— 
The laws of self-preservation and of na- 
the rule for any member of a confederacy 
thus deserted and forsaken. 

I most earnestly hope, that although 





* There were, at the attack and capture of Cas- 
tine, twenty-eight men and a heutenant in the fort. 
This was all the protection for one of the most im- 
portant harbours and rivers in the United States, 
and affording the best situation for a naval depot 
for great Britain. 


{ In the military district No. 1, which includes 
New Hampshire and Massachusetts, there were less 
than 1,300 men. Thes2 were scattered over an ex- 
tensive tract of country. In the forts in Boston 
harbour, there were not 260 men, and in the other 
forts in this state, a very small corps, inadequate to 
any defence. 

There was, however, a major general, a briga- 
dier general and several colonels. In no one place 
were there men enough to constitute: a colonel’s 
command. 


_publie treasure squandered, to purchase 
islanders against her eitizens, and notwith- 
Standing a complete failure by the full con- 
fession of the hireling, that these citizens 


< 


were so far beyond ali temptation, as not e- 
vento be approached for dishonourable pur- 


_psoes, has been subjected to the most degrad- 


ture, confirmed by that of nations, afford, 


ing insinuations, from the first authority. 
Who has witnessed alfthe resources of her 
wealth, all the means of her industry, the 
‘object of unabating persecution from the 
‘government, and her possessions coldiy 


‘and expressly abandoned, by the same an- 
{ + 


|thority, to the depredations and seizure of 
‘the enemy, may coneeive that taxes, like 
these, will still be paid for the exelusive 
protection of others, but if gentlemen will 
only eondeseend to view the people of this 
eountry as their brethren, as freemen, as 
men, they must come to the conclusioa, 
that had they means, they could not possi- 
bly have the will. 
Mr. Jeffersen’s Library. 

A sketch of the part taken by Mr. Fing, of 

Massachusetts, in the House of Repre- 
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sentatives of the United States, Jan. 26, 
4815, in the debate on the passage of the 
bil for the purchase of the Library of 
Thomas Jefferson, for the use of Con- 
gress. 

Besides opposing the bill on the genera! 


there be, of an atheistieal, irreligious, and 
immoral teudeney, and to send the same 
back to Mr, Jetierson, without expense to 
him. 

This amendment was first attacked by 
an honourable gentleman from Pensylyania 





ground of the inexpedieney of appropria- | (Dr. Seybert) who thanked the gentleman 
ting so large a sum as_ twenty-three|from Massachusetts for the eontidence in- 
thousand dollars, for this object, at a time} tended by the motion to be reposed in him- 
of such national embarrassment, and when self and other gentlemen in the joint hibra- 
we had no place of safety for a library ry committee, but as he neither felt able 
when purehased, Mr. King observed, that nor willing to undertake the selection, he 
zt appeared from the catalogue, there were, would propose jfhat the gentleman from 
many books unnecessary, improper and: Massachusetts should be made sole inqul- 
useless for congress, and that on the con- sitor upon the oecasion. 
trary. this library was destitute of others,) Mr. King immediately intimated to him, 
indispensable in the ordinary transactions that he would with great pleasure under- 
of our business; with a view to remedy take the business, especiaily as it might be 
these inconveniences, he moved that the a violation of the gentleman’s feelings and 
bill be committed to a seleet committee,! principles to do it. 7 
with instructions to report a new section, as; ‘The motion was next attacked by an 
follows: ‘honourable gentleman from Massachusetts 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, 'That\(Mr. Hurlbert) who, after advocating the 
as soon 2s said library shall be received at) bill on general principles, with his usual 
Washington, the joint library committe be, ability and perspeeuity, observed, as it re- 
and they are hereby authorized and direct-|spects this motion, and the reasons as- 
ed to select therefrom, all books not useful |signed by the mover in favour of it, that 
and necessary for congress, and to cause | these reasons were incousistent with the 





the same to be sold, and the proceeds there- | 


of invested in other books for the use of 
congress. 

‘This motion being negatived, Mr. King 
observed, that itappeared from the same 





eatalouge, and from the information of in- 
telligent gentlemen, who had seen this fi-| 
brary, and it might be inferred from tie 
character of the man who selected it, and 


from the country (France) where he says he 
made the principal collection, and from 


the time when he made it, that there were 
in this library many bocks of an irreligious 
and immoral tendeney, embracing many of 
the works of the French infidel philos- 
phers, who had caused and inflamed the 
voicano of the French revolution, which 
in its progress, had desolated the fairest 
portions of Europe, and had extended its 
fatal—its destructive effects, to our once 
happy country; to prevent a general dis- 
semination of this infidel philosophy, and 
of the principles of a man, who had infiict- 
ed greater and deeper injuries upon our 
country, than any other person, except Mr. 
Madison, ever did upon any country. Mr. 
King again moved to recommit the bill to a 
select commiltee, with instruetions te re- 
port the following, as 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That 
as soon as said brary shall be received at 





Washington, the joint library committee be, 


motion, as the section previded for the 
preservation of those books, alleged to be 
irreligious, by sending them back to Mr. 
Jeflerson, whereas the motive of his ecol- 
league was fo prevent the contagion which 
might spread frem them; that if he was 
sineere'y cesirous of preventing this evil, 
he ougt to amend thesection by introdu- 
eng a provision for the burning of such 
books. Mir. King informed the honourable 
speaker, that he would aecept with plea- 
sure of the modilication proposed by his 
eolleague: that indeed he had at first drawn 
his amendment with a provision that these 
books should be burnt by the library eom- 
mittee, but that it afterwards appeared to 
him, to comport better with the dignity of 
the house, to send them baek, especially 
as said committee might be unwilling to 
perform a task usually allotted to the com- 
moa hangman. That as the motion now 
stood, the fears of his colleague as to the 
ili effects of these books upon the pure 
minds o: Mr. Jefferson and his friends, 
were certainly groundless, as they were 
happily secured therefrom by their own de- 
pravity. 

An fionorable gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. Wright) next took the floor in oppo- 
sition to Mr. King’s amendment, and in de- 
fence of deistical works, observing that 
Mr. K. had severely censured Mr. Jeffer- 


and they are hereby authorized and direct-|son. as being ihe greatest enemy of the 
leountry, although he had been selected by 


ed to select therefrom, all books, if any 
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Washington, as one of his principal offi- 
cers. Mr. K. remarked that it was very 
true that Jefferson had been put into of- 
fice by President Washington, but that it 
was equally true that he made use of all 
the influence which that office gave him- 
to supplant his benefactor, in which he but 
too well succeeded, by the aid of Mr. Mad- 
ison and his other democratic coadjutors, 
as the distress and ruin of our country How 
demonstrate. Mr W. further asked if 
the gentleman wished to introduce the in- 
quisition; but Mr. K. thought there would 
be ng oceasion for this, as long as the pre- 
sent majority ruled. Mr. W. remarked 
thet some of the aneient auihors had been 
objected to—that without these, many of 
the most useful inventions would have 
heen unknown to us—and among these, the 
screw of Archimides, the utility of which 
had been so elearly demonstrated in_ the 
application made by Mr. Evans, and he 
wished it more generally applied; but, 
Mr. K. thought it necessary to introduce 
itinto the house, where Mr. W. found no 
difficulty, on party questions, of serewing 
his friends up to any point where he wish- 
ed them to stick. 

Mr. Fisk, of Vt. observed, that it was 
formerly the practice in Massachuseits to 
hang witches—and asked if Mr k. intend 
ed to intreduce the practice again—Mr.ik. 
replied, that the gentleman himself was a 
native of Massachusetts, but whether or 
not he had run off for fear of being hung 
for a wizard, he would not undertake to 
say—but he thought there was no danger 
ofit. Mr. K. then remarked, that as his 
amendinent appeared to be displeasing to 
one of bis friends, for whom he cherished 
the highest esteem and respect, (Mr. Hurl- 
bert) and was likely to take up more of 
the time of the house than he wished, and 
by particular desire of another esteemed 
friend of his (Mr, Havson) be would with- 
draw it. 

The amendment was accordingly with- 
drawn, and the bill passed, putting into 
the pocket of Thomas Jefferson 23.900 dol- 


lars, for about six thousand volumes of! 


books, good, bad and indifferent, oid and 


and languages, about one quarter French, 
and another quarter in languages, dead 
and living, other than Knglish; many 
which cannot be read by a single member 
m either house of congress, aud more 
which never will nor ever ought to be read 
by a member—while the library is desti- 
tute of other books, absolutely necessary, 
in doing the public business. This is true 
Jeitersonian, Madisonian, demoeratie econ- 


A 





omy, which has bankrupt the treasury, 


beggared the people, and disgraced the na- 


tion. 


Substance of Mr. Ingersol!’s Speech 
| on the Militia Bill, 


Deliveredin the House of Representatives of the Unit- 
ed States, Dec. 9, 1814. 


Ma. CHainMAan—it seems to be the de- 
termination of gentlemen to debate ail the 
military, and all the national subjects too, 
on the present motion. I had hoped that 
this discussion would have been reserved 
for the consideration of the resolutions T 
laid on the table the day before yesterday, 
and which it was my intention to have call- 
ed up the moment the present business is 
disposed of. never much liked this bill. 
it embraces the same principles without 
the powerful effects of the other plan, 
with a greater complication of machinery. 
it was originally but a weak, diluted mea- 
sure, in my opinion; and a bad substitute 
for the direct classification and draft into 
the regular armies, which I hold to be the 
best. and indeed the only efficient system. 
1 had resolved however, to vote for the 
bill, because I do not perceive that it may 
not serve as an aceessary to the classifiea- 
fron: and even eviscerated as it has been 
by the success of the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, Mr. Eppes, to re- 
duce the term of service from two years 
to one, L do not yet say that I will with- 
hold from it my support. Something must 
be done. 

‘To be insensible of the extreme impor- 
tanee of time at this crisis, is to be insensi- 
ble to the crisis itself. ‘This is the moment 
for action, not deelamation; and gentle- 
men on both sides may rest assured that 
thetr eoutroversies are like a sea fights; 
surrounded by a muss of destruetive elee 
meut infinitely more to be apprehended 
than their own ability to injure each oth- 
er—an element of destruction, which, if 
neglected or provoked, will swallow u 
both the contending parties tegether, while 
they are vainly striving which shall over- 
throw the other. ‘l'o change the illustra- 


|tion—we are in conflict, sir, as it were, in 
new, useful and worthless, in all tongues) 


a vast place of interment, where eternit 

yawns upon us from ten thousand mouths, 
and where, which ever party brings his an 

tagonist to the earth, ean achieve no more 
eaviabie victory than that of being buried 
altogether in the same unhonored grave.— 
Gentlemen seem to think, sir, that their 
constituents sent them here with no other 
purpose than to pull down one administra- 


tion and supplant it with another. They 





tell us with one breath that the present 
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administration was forced into this war, 
and with the next breath they make ad- 
ministration answerable for all its for- 
tunes. They denounce that administra- 
tion as the mostimbecile, indigent and des- 

icable in the world; and yet, with all the 
wealth and all the talents, they have in 
vain withheld their wealth, in vain exer- 
eised their talents, to thrust this miserable 
obstacle from their course. They possess 
exclusively all the physical resourees and 
all the patriotie attachments of the soil of 
the country—the bone. marrow, sinews and 
vitals of thestate; and they come here to 
reproach administration for not having 
prevented or defeated a sudden inroad up- 
on the capital, while a portion of their own 
territory has been for six months in the un- 
disputed occupation of the enemy—subdn- 
ed without resistance, and held without an 


the gentleman from New-Hampshire (Mr. Web- 
ster) because, however 1 may disapprove the doc 
trine, it is for the most part supported by argu- 
ment, as to-day it was by eloquence. But it was, 
if I may so express it, with a very painful pleasure 
that I attended to his pathetic threats this morn- 
ing. A dissolution of this confederacy is a nation- 
al misfortune upon which I never think without 
great pain. The political school in which I have 
made my inconsiderable acquisitions, abhors and 
deprecates so desperate a resort. I know of but 
one evil more to be dreaded. But there is one, and 
ot that one I inform the gentleman from N. Hanip- 
shire. Ii is the deterring those states who hold a 
legitimate ascendancy in the government frem any 
measure whatever, by the threat of a dismember- 
ment as the consequence of it. Whenever this is 
the case the umio.: is virtually dissolved. The sub- 
stance is gone, and nothing remains but the shad- 
ow—a cold and melancholy shade of authority— 
without werimth, without hfe—contemptible to our 
enemies, and formidable only to ourselves. Minor- 
ities have their mghts, and [I should be one of the 
last to infringe upon them. But majorities have 





effort to regain it. We ean all recollect. 
Mr. Chairman, how the gentleman from 
New-Hampshire, Mr. Webster, in particu- 
lar, demonstrated to us about this time last 
year, that our war was unpopular aud un- 
just; how he entertained us with distine- 
tions hetween war offensive and war defen- 


sive, between the mercenary spirit of extra’ 


territorial conqnest and aggrandizement on 


the one hand, and the generous ardor of 


repelling invasion on the other; how he 


proved our inability to conquer Canada,’ 


without the cordial co-operation of New- 
England: and how speedily Canada would 
be overrun and subdued, if his immediate 


fellow-citizens could be enlisted into the! 


cause, instead of the armies—and yet now 
that the war has become offensive to them 
—now that it has pushed itself into their 
plantations—now that the conqueror rings 
the knell of a curfew every evening over 
their own fire-sides—-not a note of prepara- 
tion or resistunee do we heer from their 
mountains or their sea-board—-nor any 
other note than that of rejoicing in the hap- 

y exchange they have made of war with- 
ont trade for trade without war. Nay, sir, 
they are more robust than ever in Opposi- 
tion to the war, now that nothing is left in 
dispute but a canton of their own soil; and 
they venture io threaten us with disunion 
for presuming to enact a militia law, when 
the enemy offers us peaec we ean accede 
to at any moment, and leave that section 
which shakes the rod of dismemberment 
over our heads, to fight out the battle with 
Great Britain. 

Sir, I do not belong to that slave-holding portion 
of these states to which such frequent and such an- 

y allusions are made from another quarter, and 
for particular reasons I look with a degree of  rev- 


erence and strong regard toward the east. I listen 


too with pleaswe generally to whatever falls from 


their duties too, and duties to be performed at eve- 
|ry hazard. Sir, we have been but too long threst- 
; ened with dissolutian, but too often deteried fiom 
| proper and constitutional purposes by such appre- 
jhens.ons. The same grovnd was taken in_the 
| saad quarter against the embargo laws. The seme 
threats. But there was no resistance to those very 
severe and unpalatable acts; and I trust there will 
ibe none to this militia bill. Ido not believe that 
ithere will. But whether there will or not shail 
(have no mfuence upon me. Ii Fcons.der the thing 
| just, I shall vote for it and maimiain it, leaving re- 
i sults to themselves. Is there nothing, s.r, frourthe 
Potomac to the Penobscot, but one vast sea of ad- 
iministration? Is there no country left to embark up- 
‘on? Have we no wrongs to avenge? No rights io 
jussert? No enemy to contend with? No hoime to 
|icel for? Or do gentlemen cons.der their country, 
(to adop: a figure of Mr. Burke’s) a carte dlanche, 
on Which they may scribble what they please? For 
my part, I rise to-day, Mr. Chairman, the advocate 
ofno administration. I have taken the fioor to as- 
sert the catlse of my country against its fore:gn en- 
emy; and I think the conjuncture has well nogh ar 

rived when both admunistration and opposition may 
give Way to nobler views thanthose of reviling and 
destroying each other. It is a fact at once mortify 


j 
{ 
' 


ties, not against your union and resources, bu‘ 
against your. divisions and preiudices. Reserving 
all my animosity for her, anid anxious to defend our 
common cause, permit me cursorily to enquire 
whether it is really so low and so wretched as sects 
to be imagined. FY am not disposed, I thmk i 
wouid be out of date at this time of day, to enquire 
into the wisdom of the declaration of war, which 1s 
besieged with such pert.nacious and preposterous 
denunciation, by alfnost every member of this 
house, who rises to oppose any measure now neces- 
sal'v for sustaining the contest in wh.ch we are :n- 
volved. But this I will say, that Ihave no doubt 
whenever the parties and passions of the moment 
shall be inellowed and melted down bv the lapse of 
years and change of circumstances, that declara- 
tion will be recorded by the historian as the wisest 
and most fortunate act in the annals of America. 1 
had not the honor of voting for the declaration of 
war—I wish I had. \ With a fulland keen sense of 
all the dangers and difficulties it has brought uper 
us, 1 would vote for it now, were it again in ques: 





ing and alarming, that England is waging hostil:-- 
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‘jon. Yes, sir, were we now in June 1812, and had I 


che faculty to pierce the veil of fuiuritv and discov- 
er all that has happened since, I would not hesi- 
tate. ‘The venerable patriot whose mortal remains 
we lately consigned to the earth {the vice-president, 
My. Gerry} with the obsequies thai became his ser- 
v.ces and his station, does not bequeath to h-s pos- 
terity a richer inheritance of public gratitude for 
the vote he gave for independence, on the 4th of 
July 1776, than will descend upon Ins children, 
from any member of the congress, who from pure 
and patriotic considerations (and I can suppose 
none other) voted for the war on the 18th of June, 
1812. 

It is true that we have experienced since then a 
great varicty of fortunes, and that we are now ar- 
rived at «a conjuncture big with portentous-events. 
But to appreciate our situation properly, we should 
enquire not what it is or may be, but what it would 
and must have been, 1f war had not been resorted 
to, What then would have been our cond:tion? 
We mht indeed have slumbered on through 1812 
and 1813, in the protracted torpor of an ignomin- 
ious peace. We might have st il clung to a sorry 

emnant of the rags of trade. We might have re- 
mained in morbid neutrality, watching the phases 
of the mvon in Europe. We might have witnessed 
those aston:shing transactions there, which, crowd- 
ing the husiness of centuries into the space of 
months, have overthrown the colossus of the coniti- 
nent, and bestrode his fallen carcase with that of 








a faint outline of the destiny of America, but for 
the attitude, the character and the means of self- 
preservation, for all of which we are indebted to 
this war. re 

It is true, to be sure, that we have been consign- 
ed, almost without a thought, from nations whose 
batties we are fighting, particularly that one which 
offered its mediation, to the bloody and ferocious 
visitation of those modern buccaneers, who have 
carried their calicoes for sale throughout the world 
at the point of the bayonet, plunging the bayonet 
into every bosom that refused to cover itself with 
the calico—who have wrapped the four corners of 
ihe earth in flames for a monopoly of manufactures, 
We could not dress but m their broad cloths. We 
could not eat but with their hardwares. We could 
not sleep but in then biankets. ‘They had reduced 
us to-Lord Chatham’s wish. Not a hob-nail but 
was English. They had us effectually recolonized 
without bloodshed or expense. But this did not 
content them. They must act the farcical tragedy 
which France performed w-th Spain. America be- 
lonred to England, im eftect, as much as Spain be- 
longed to France. But the goose must be killed 
that laid the golden egg. © To this we demurred— 
we resisted. Atiera series of endurance and pro- 
crastination, to which I never can recur without 
shame and sorrow, we finally resisted. If we had 
begun the contest with the cause of it, it would 
have ended long ago, and ended to our honour, 
But we deferred it tril the eve ofa tundainental revo- 


the colossus of ihe seas. We mght have huledf{iution of things in Europe, which instead of turn- 


the ascendant star of England with a joy unmixed 
with apprehens.on, unadulterated with hostility. — 
We m.ght still have amused ourselves with furious 
factions and the war of words. | Restriclive sys- 
tems and other such political poiemics, woula 
have never failed to separate us mto two unreileni- 
ing partics, just as we are marked off now. As to 
mak.ng preparauon for hostilities under such cir- 
cnstances, it is absurd to talk about it. And whea 
the spring came for our re-animetion trom this tor- 
pid, creep:ng, odious, muscrable state, to What 
sort of vernal pleasures should we haye risen up? 


ng European poiitics to our account, has left us 
Bngiand single handed on our hands. We have 
accordingly suffered all that the combination of 
British power and British perfidy could infliet—na 
neonsiderubie mmatier, sir—tor British power, for 
the purposes of disiant maritime aggression, is 
the most form:dable m the world; and 1 defy all 
history, anc:ent as Well as modern, sacred and pro- 
tine, for parallels with British perfidy. We 
have endured mvas.on, prosecuted avowediy in dee 
fiance of the laws cf civilized warfare. After sack. 
ing our cup.tal, the enemy, for the first time, I be- 





With all the original causes of complaint exsting,;l eve, that Caristendom ever witnessed such an act, 


and aggravated, between you and England, ior noi 
one of chem would have disappeared but from your 
{feononstrations of resistance, without an oMfcer or 
» solider, a fortification or an equipment, distraci- 
ed at home, despised abroad, you would have been 
cist upon the teader mere:es and ike Magaaniunicy 
or Great Br.tain. And What has begn your experi- 
eace of these mercies, of that magnanimuty? What 
claims have you beyond the Dutch, the Irish, the 
East-Ind.an or the Portuguese, to the forbearance 
and the fondness of your mother country? Has your 
revolution left no stmg? Or has your subsequent 
prosperity inflicted no pang? Holiand, annexed to 
Fagland, in return for the Dutch emancipation 
from the yoke of France, is the volume in which 
you may read your own fate. T refer gentlemen 
to an extract from the London Gazette, lavely pub- 
lished in our newspapers, by which 1t appears that 
not a Dutch vesselis to sail without a Lriush Li- 
cense. And whai right have we to be preierred io 
the Dutch? Instead of a question whether the Can- 
adas should be annexed to the United States, there 
would hive been no question as to the annexation 
of the Uniced States to the Canadas. If a jady 1s 
to be fotind in this reprobate region, worthy to be 
united in marriage with one of the worthies of the 
illustrious house’ of Brunswick, we should have 
been wedded to our ci-devart mother, with all the 
blessings of the incestuous unicen. This, six, is but 


fins proclaimed his purpose to ravage and destroy 
beyond the precincts of humanity. We have had 
warriors to contend with, Whose first remforcement 
was from the savage of your borders—whose last 
appeal was to the pirate lurking: on your shores.— 
All this we huve undergone—the overcharged erup- 
tion from the volcano of British aggression. But 
we survive. The white heat of the fiery ordeal has 
subsided, and we find ourselves breathing again; 
with our union, our spirit, our resources, our terri- 
tory; unsubdued, except the str.p on the Penob- 
scot—slowly, it musi be confessed, but too slowly 
mekKing preparat.on ior another campaign. Never 
Was stratagem more hollow, more perfidious, more 
eruel, more base, than the overture last winter by 
the Bramble—a stratagem agamst which this house 
will do me the justice to recoilect that I then ad- 
momshed them. Never was warfare more barba- 
rous, more iahuinan, more brutal, more unimanly, 
than that waged againstus by the English, pending 
the negeciation for peace, to which they gave the 
invitation. It las excited against them but one 
unanimous spirit of hearty detestation. 

An honorable gentleman of the other house (Mr. 
King’) for whose person and character I shail always 
cherish the most affectionate regard, however [ 
may differ from him in politics, whu has not’ been 
distinguished by his dislike to England, has, with- 
in these few deys, pronounced his eloquent and 
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sincere reprobation of their remorseless and san- 
guinary hostilities. Never were preliminaries of 
peace laid down upon a broader basis of stupid ig- 
norance of infatuated misconception, than those 
proposed by the British Commissioners at Ghent. 
Never was inflexibility so flexible, or supercilious 
superiority so soon relaxed—never was a perempto- 
ry sine gua non so soon commuted for a paltry wlti 
possidetis. When gentlemen therefore labor by the 
good hour to prove to us how disastrous our affanrs 
have been, I beg leave to commend them to the en- 
emy for a contradiction. I request them to inform 
me how it happens that mighty England has so 
soon descended fiom her towering height, unless 
she has found reasons in her reverses here, to mod- 
erate her tone there. She knows, she feels her dis- 
appo-ntment. She recognizes it in acts too strong 
to be argued out of existence by all the rhetoric 
and all the logic of this house. While their fleéts, 
without a single occasion for their presence in any 
other quarter, have in vain attempted to maintain 


the paper biockade of our coast, our privateers hav 


enforced an actual and absolute blockade of the 
coasts of Great Britain. 
the line have degraded the naval chiracter by every 
species of vile exaction and dastardly mischief up- 
on these shores, the American cruiser has visited 
the shores of England with examples of heroism 
and humanity. The privateer has taught the man 
of war the lesson of his art—how to conquer and 
how to be generous, There are some vestiges, ii 
must be acknowledged, of British conquest, but 
they are no where to be seen without the bloody 
print of British vandalism too. Even this cxpital 

resents a diurnal spectacle of mutilated columns 
and demolished monuments. But the blood of mar- 
tyrs is the seed of the church: and every capital in 
Europe, wh:ch has surv:ved unhurt the occupation 
of a conqueror, resounds with execration against 
the British barbarians who one day laid in ashes 
the capitol of America, and the next day fied to 


their ships, leaving their wounded to the mercy of 


those whom they had thus alienated to the feeling 
of humanity. 

But Canada has not been conquered, and my 
friend from South-Carolina (Mr. Caihoun) has becn 
reminded of his prediction, that it would be. 
I deny the retort. To all the purposes of that pre- 
diction, Canada has been conquered. Tt was not 
that we desired to magnify our republic by adding 
the Canadas to the confederacy, If the inhab;- 
tants could be removed, I should not cere, tor ms 
part, if Canada could be overfiowed by the ocean, — 
But as a means of obtaining peace and not as the 
end of the war, the conquest of the Canadas hus 
been almost achieved, And for this again I beg 
leave to refer to Ghent and England. We hare 

erformed a campaign on Canada ground, which is 
worth the acquisition of ten thousand Canadas.— 
We have accomplished officers, and that being 
done, England knows that we can create soldiers. 
The American in Europe need now no longer blush 
to be an American. The European who visits A- 
merica—afier traversing the ocean, every latitude 
of which is in a blaze with the naval clopies of our 
glorious tars—and who repairs to the falls of Niag- 
ara, us the most prodigious of nature’s wonders, 
will find every species of classic recollection, super- 
added to the natural prodi¢y of the scene. The 

ounds round the falls ot Niagara, are all sancti- 
Fed with romantic exploits and brilliant achieve- 
ments, achievements which have plucked the mili- 
tary as well as the naval plume from British brows 
=which have been followed by the congratulations 


Sir 
sir, 


While British ships of 


and applause .of the whole American people. 
Whether the campaign has been well or ill ccn- 
ducted, on the part of the administration, I. cannot 
stop to enquire. Whether Gen. Izard ought to 
have been here and Gen. Brown there, or what share 
the administration should have of credit or cen- 
sure, for these operations, I neither know or care. 
ft answers all my purposes that they redound to 
the honor of the country—that they enhance the 
American name at the expense of the enemy of A- 
merica—the rest ‘is matter of controversy, with 
which I cannot disturb my feelings. 

Our ministers in Burope may now with honest 
pride and independence, declare to those potentates 
who shrunk from our assistance, though our cause 
was theirs, because they dared not to aid us—their 
subsidies would have been stopped if they had—we 
have tr.umphed without your remforcemeni, ave, 
without even your countenance, we have vanquish- 
ed the victors of your conquerors. We do not ask 
for your alliance. We do not stand in need of if. 
With the blessing of God and our means, we can 
do without it. All that we ask of you 1s, to cause 
your neutral rights to be respected as we have 
caused ours to be. Learn from our example how 
strong a good cause renders the weak against the 
mighty. Betrayed by inordinate love of peace, 
and the infamous double dealing of England into 
but partial preparation for war, we wereovertaken 
unawares by fearful odds. You thought no doubt 
that the chances were against us. But afier a whole 
campaign of our infernal enemy’s utmost scope, 
not a wreath of laurel have we lost, nor an inch of 
ground, excepting a small part wh.ch was not de- 
fended as it should have been. My lfc upon it, 
sir, the magnanimous Alexander will find that his 
esteem for us is greater than he supposed it, and 
Louis the Desired, in 1815, lke his preclecessor in 
1778, will generously press in with his assistance, 
since he perce.ves that we can do without it. 

But we must have armies and we must have 
money. I venture to assert that the nere enact. 
nent, by something like unanimity in this house, 
of a good military system, with indications of ac- 
quiescence in it out of doors, would secure usa 
peace forthwith, without the necessity of enforcing 
thesystem. ITuppealto these gentlemen, who are 
so clamorous for peace, to coalesce for an object 

eo desirable. That system, in my opinion, Is a 
classification of the white male population of the 
country, for the purpose of a draft into the regular 
armies. You may call it by what odious, ugly 
name you will—conscription or what not—but it is 
the only sufficient, the only republican, the only 
tair, the only equal plan, for applying the phys.cal 
means to the end of common military defence and 
protection. Sir, vast improvements have taken 
place in the military art since the last twenty 
years. All Europe has in effect adopted these im- 

rovements; and this country will. be left lamenta- 
ly behind in the march of mankind, unless, lke 
the rest, it adopts them too. What are they, sir? 
Simply a return to the great, cardinal principles of 
republican government, to the principles which 
maintained Rome for so many centuries on the as- 
cendant, and again for so many centuries on the 
decline, before her mere ceciension disappeared in 
the darkness of the middle ages. The gentleman 
from New-York (Mr. Miller) was mistaken in sup- 
posing that the Militia Komanorum admitted of 
either alternative or exemption. There was no 
such thing, Every citizen was in fact a soldier. 


Every one was compelled to serve his country un- 
no citizen Was permutted to be est- 





der arms, and 
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vated to civil honor, who had not served them in} 
the military field. It is somet me, »-r, since I ead 
Polyb: US; and Washington is not the best place on 
earth for reference to books. But, unless I am quite 
wrong in my remembrance, the gentleman from 
New-York will find, in the 7th book of that work, 
the Roman system as I have stated it. But it is 
somewhat scholastic to refer to such authorities. 
Let us come dopvn to later times. We all know 
the military tenures, the scutage, the Knight ser- 
y:ce and so forth, by which the vassal was bound 
to serve his Lord, his Lord the Duke, and the Duke 
his sovereign. We know the dan and arriere ban, 
which used to carry men into the field for short 
and insufficient terms of service. We read at still 
more recent periods, of the Condott.eri, the Hes- 
sians, the Walloons, the various mercenaries which 
for the most part composed the arm.es of Europe. 
We know that the great Frederick fought:his fa- 
mous seven year’s war with troops of this deserip- 
tion. But these again may be thrown out of view, 
together with the Roman precedent. TIT imvite gen- 
tlemen to accompany me to England for a conscrip- 
tion, and I pledge myself to find them one, of the, 
harshes: and most unequal kind—not impressment 
for the sea, but conscription for the land service.— 
I invite particularly the attention of the gentleman 
from New ‘Hay npshire (Mr. Web ster) to the book I 
am about to read from—it is the English statutes 
at large—a treat.se with which his pursuits ought 
to make him peculiarly conversant, Here, where 
there are no naughty ass.gnats nor Napoleons; here 
in this adorable land of liberty and wisdom, here 
we shall find conscription at full length. (Mr. In- 
gersoli then read several sections of an Act of Par- 
li ament for recru.ting the regular army, enacted in 
1756, and to be found in the seventh volume of the 
Engtish statutes at large, pare 625, 28, G. 2,c. 4— 
and from another act, enacted in 1757, to be found 
in the eighth volume of these statutes, page 11, 30, 
G. 2, c.8.} Thus, sir, it appears that Lord Chat- 
ham planned and Wolfe executed a precedent for 
Bonaparte’s conscriptive system. Here we find 
that ail persons without employment are to be 
drafted into the king’s service. For how long? Five 
years! From what ages? From 17 to 45—For how 
much? For 40 shill, ngs ahead. By what means? 
By se:zing on thew persons, and throwing them 
into confinement till ‘the recruiting sergeant Was 
reudy to receive their translation to the ranks.— 
And wio were iniended by her sons out of employ- 
ment? The Pies manry of the country. How does 
this appear? Most conclusively, from that section 
which exempis them in the time of harvest. Tt was 
not the lounger, the gentleman, the man of fortune, 
the cockney, that Lord Chatham laid hold of'as a 
person w ithout employment. Ohno! Uis Lordship 
Knew better. He has left, to be sure, the impres- 
sion of the arene of his character and adminis- 
tration upon tt is actoft Parliament. But he had 
not the Jacobin temerity to meddle with the privi- 
leved orders; that was reserved for the Corsican, 
wh. 9, With his own scymitar, cut his own way to a 
throne; and who, with all the vulgar prejudices of 
his tormer situation, devised and executed a 
scheme for making gentlemen serve their country 
Jusi i:ke comimon people. Oh! the monster! The 
yesinan Wnom Lord Chatham forced into General 
Wolle’s army, had no friend at Court. Like the ten 
thousand American seamen in British ships, he 
migichave wrysthed in anguish till the flesh rotted 


orders in council. Lord Chatham violated only the 
sanctuary of the cottage. But Napoleon intruded 
on the palace. 

And for what war, in particular, was it that this 
act of Parliament raised men by subscription? For 
the conquest of Canada. Chatham was the minis- 
ter and Wolfe the commander—names dear to 
England—illustrious and venerable names. Isub- 
scribe to the sentiments, and quote the language of 


a modern poet, that it is 
Praise enoug! 
To fill the ambition of a private man, 
That Chatham’s language was his mother tongue, 
Aud Woife’s great name compatriot with his own, 


Thus it appears, Mr. Chairman, that Napoleon 
had a precedent, an English precendent, f for e hits con- 
scr;puon, To argue the objections to chs system 
from its abuse by the late French emperor, is a 
false mode of argument. He did abuse the engine, 
to the most extens:ve and wanton and abominabie 
ends. But it does by no means follow, thereiore, 
that the system itseif is a bad one. 

Have we no American great name associated 
with this system, which seems to excite at once 
al} the Gog and Magog terrors that one would 
think ought by this time to be banished to the 
Tsland of Elba? We have, sir, aname never mention- 
ed w thout reverunce, never uttered by the tongue 
without a glow of the heart, General “Washington, 
after remonstrating for three or four years in vain 
against militia and short enlistsments was con- 
strained at last to have recourse to classitication 
and draft; and our liberties were ultimately gained 
by American conscripts. Not indeed until our 
towns were ocupied and sacked, our shores in 
flames, and our prejudices subdued by our strong- 
er feel: ngs—a course of discipline wh.ch I am afraid 
will again be necessary. Our strong measures are 
almost always reserved for the next year after the 
occasion for them. 

We have ascertained that neither militia nor 
voluntary enlistments are to be rel.ed upon. The 
fatal doctrine of c:tizen-soldier, (as we adhere to 
ii) has cost us more money, more blood, more 
mourning in s:x months than a war of six years 
should or would cost under proper military orgar- 
ization. For proof of this we go to the camp at 
Ellicott’s Mills in this neighbour! hood. See every 
fourth man on his sick bed, or rather sick without 
a bed tole upon. Every day a funeral. Count the 
cost; estimate the expense of actual disbursement 
and of loss of labour, and no rational, no feeling 
man can doubt as to the shocking imexped ency of 
such a system. I appeal to the honor able rentle- 
man from Virginia (General Breckenridge) for the 
coprectness of what I say. With such dreadful 
scenes of preparation for service, let me reier the 
committe to a still nearer, and stil more pa:nful 
scene for the inefficiency of militia. I mean the 
affair at Bladensburg. In making this reference 
I beg to be understood as intending to blame nobo- 
dv, from the general down to the private. It always 
has been, and. always will be, impossible with Ww. 
militia to contend with regulars. It takes seven 
years apprentice-sh.p to m: ike a tinker or a tailor, 
and is to be conce:ved that the military science it 
to be xequired by intu.tion? 

Such are the miltia men—and what are they 
obtained by What is termed voluntary enlistmen’ 
Go to the recruiting rendezvous for information. 

A poor, ignorant creature is cajoled into the drain 
shop, and betrayed into intox ication. When hes 





from his bone s, Without an advocate to assert his 
claims, unless die merchant had become a sufferer 


.4 


too and claimored his country ante a war agalis 


senses are gone, the Evangelists are put into his 
hands, and he is called upon to inv oke the it h- 
} tv to W itpes 249n eneag’e ment to serve his £Au; i! 
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A bounty is thrust into his pocket; a cap is put up- 
on his head and he becomes:a soldier.—When the 
fit of drunkenness goes off he is informed of his en- 
listment—he denies it—he is manacled—he resists 
—he is confined, until finally he is subdued into 
voluntary enlistinent. Let me not be asked why I 
support a war which involves these evils. I an- 
swer, that war itself is -an evil but a necessary one. 
Whereas these disgusting practices may be easily 
avoided. They are one of our English legacies. 
Recruiting is a brutal exercise of violence and 
fraud over mental alienation. It is an image of the 
bastard Lberty of England. It is slavery called 
liberty. 

The substitute, for it is the most simple, the 
most republican, the most equal and unexception- 
able system in the world—that of militia classifi- 
cation and draft. That is, militia as it should be— 
not as it is. Of all countries in the world, this is 
the one best adapted to sucha system. It is here 
alone that all men are treated as equals. By this 
I do not mean any revolutionary equality. No. 
Education and even wealth place their possessors 
above the illiterate and the indigent. In spite of all 
they do, fortune will make her own selections, and 
laws cannot controul them. The most powerful 
and consistent argument extant in favour of repub- 
licanism, is to be found in the New Testament, but 
at the same time the most positive authority for 
the graduation of the social order. For, as the 
great republican poet has expressed it, “orders and 
degrees jar not with liberty, but well consist.” But 
then it should be the constant endeavor of govern- 
ment to maintain a perfect equality in all civil en- 
yoyments and impositions, to burthen the poor with 
nothing that does not fall likewise on the rich; to 
call upon the latter according to their opulence 
for pecumary aid; and not to call upon the former 
for any personal services that are not exacted of all 
alike. Upon these princ:ples emphatically does 
that military system rest, which, by whatever title 
denominated, classifies a population and compels 
them to serve without exemption or reservat-on. 

As to the constitutionality of this measure, I re- 
fuse to argue it. I hold it to be too clear for argu- 
ment. Independent of the explicit terms of the 


constitution, this power is inherent in the nature of 


the government. Its exercise and extent must be 
referred for their regulation to a sound discretion. 
J adopt the sentiment of the Chairman of the Mili- 
tary Committee, (Mr. Troup) that the constitution 
authorizes it, and that ifit-does not, such a consti- 
tution is not worth regarding or having. 

‘That it would be popular (I mean im the legiti- 
mate acceptation of popular:ity—agreeable to the 
people at large) Ihave no doubt, because it calls 
upon them for no duty that is not necessary and 
common to all. And the people never murmur at 
such calls. In that portion of the country with 
which I have any acquaintance, 1 am sure it has 
been expected from Congress, and would be rece.v- 
ed with pleasure as the best alternative for the op- 
pressive militia functions. Whether it would be 
odious or resisted, as is threatened elsewhere, is 
not for me to determine. I can tell the gentleman 
from N. H. (Mr. Webster) however, that the glow- 
ing p.cture he has drawn of its effects is but fuint- 
ly shadowed to that which this country will pre- 
sent, ‘unless some energetic and adequate system 
be enforeed. The late developements from Europe 
piace us, Sir, upon critical ground. On one side,, 
all is peace, prosperity, renown and respect. On 
the other, war inteminable, disunion, devastation, 
disgrace and irretrevable ruin. Dismemberment 





would be but a little misfortune, contrasted with 
what may be our lot, unless we rise up to the exi- 
gency. The dangers of despotism which are ima- 
gined, are alarming, it must be confessed; but they 
are not so awful as the degradation and misery 
which may result from a fear to do what our position 
demands.—Conyulsion is no more to be dreaded 
than paralysis. For myself, sce no peril but in our 
own d Visions. 

The republic is perfectly safe if we pursue those 
energetic and powerful measures, which alone can 
save us—which alone are consistent with our duty, 
and commensurate with the occasion. 





Mr. Duvai’s Speech 
In reply to Mr. Miller—in the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States; on the bill calling for 

80,000 militia from the several states, for the de 

fence of the United States. 

Mr. Cuarrnman—My desire to address the com: 
mittee on the present bill, does not arise either 
from the hope of fame or distinction. But, sir, lam 
impelled by my judgment and duty, to protest 
against the opinions and doctrines which have been 
advanced by the honorable gentlemen from New- 
York, (Mr. Miller) ‘on the various subjects which 
he has brought before this commuittee—opinions 
and objections against the powers of Congress, 
which, if they unfortunately should be brought into 
practice, would overturn every principle of civil 
liberty, destroy all subordimation and union, and 
rend into pieces the constitution of the country. 
Before I proceed to exam.ne the arguments of the 
gentleman from New-York, (Mr. Muller) permit 
me to say, Iam opposed to striking out any part 
of this bill, unless T can be persuaded in an hour 
of alarm and per.] to surrender the rights and hb- 
erties of the nation. The provisions contained in 
this bill are not only proper but absolutely neces- 
sary. The rejection of the measure would be to 
disarm the nation, and increase the calamitics of 
war. I had hoped, as the motion of the honorable 
gentieman from Virginia (Mr. Eppes) had prevail- 
ed, to reduce the term of militia service from two 
years to one, that all further objections on the part 
of the opposition would vanish—I did not long re- 
main in this error. Al! the clamor of party has 
been roused by this measure, and, by gentlemen in 
the opposition, it is loudly denounced as odious, ty- 
rannical and unconstitutional. Sir, I had hoped, that 
the stormy passions of party were in a great meas- 
ure allayed by by the perilous situation of the 
country.—Opposed to a powerful and ambitious 
enemy, who is collecting all the deluge of war to 
pour on this devoted land—with a treasury ex- 
hausted, and a gallant army reduced in number 
but not in spirit, I indeed had hoped, that gentle 
men in the opposition (under these circumstances ) 
would have stood forward to defend their soil and 
sovereignty. In this hope I have not altogether 
been disappointed. Some gentlemen of high and 
distinguished talents, who now siand at the head 
of the federal party, have declared their determi 
nation to vote the supplies for the government, and 
on several occasions haye nobly triumphed over 
their feelings, and placed themselves on Amemcan 
ground. This is the duty of every American—they 
owe it to themselves and their country. Task not 
gentlemen to sacrifice ther principles. Surely 
when their aid is demanded to preserve our rights, 
let them expose the errors of the administrat:on— 
let them expose the policy which has been pursued 
by the dominant party—iet them endeavor to con- 
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vince the people, that their confidence has been) 


misplaced and abused; nay, let them exert all their 
powers to change the rulers of the nation, and call 
other men and measures into action. But in the 
name of our common country, I call upon them to 
prepare to meet the enemy, as implacable as he is 
powerful. 

The member from New-York (Mr. Miller) com- 
menced his arguments against this bill by gravely 
inforining the committe, that he not only objected 
to this, but to all the military plans which. had been 
offered; because, he says, they ard coercive,—W ill 
the gentleman be so obliging as to inform me how 
long since he made this important discovery? That 
the civil, criminal and military laws of our country 
should be coercive on its citizens 1s surely very 
tyrannical. But, till the learned gentleman can 
point out to me a country whose laws have no 
penalties, and whose military code is not coercive, I 
must be permitted to believe this strange and vis- 
jonary notion has only been drawn from Plato’s 
ideal republic. Indeed, sir, this argument is an 
excellent specimen of the lengthy, learned and 
elaborate speech delivered by the gentleman on this 
subject; the whole of which was, no doubt, the off- 
sprme of much painful reflection and deep re- 
search. It was the most logical, historical and 
tragical discourse that ever was delivered in a 
lerisjative body. 
whether most to admire his powers as a historian, 
his clearness as a logician, or the refined excellence 


I was at a loss to determine, , 





terest and glory. They made no *&ws—their voice 
was not heard in their councils, Day after day, and 
year after year, were they dragged unwilling vic- 
tims to fight the wars of their master in every part 
of their continent. The young men saw no termi- 
nation to their military toils but in the arms of 
death; and if they survived the period assigned for 
military service, they were but seldom rewarded 
for the scars which they bore, while unusual hard~ 
ships and constant exposure entailed upon them 
poverty and premature old age. No wonder can 
then be excited when we are told, that the people 
of France dreaded and execrated conscription. 

Let us now examine this American militia bill, 
and compare it with the conscription of France. 
First, all the f:e® male population of the United 
States, over the age of eighteen and under forty- 
five, are bound to render military service whenever 
they are legally drafted. The section which per- 
mits a class to exonerate itself by furnishing one 
recruit for the regular army, so far from being ob- 
jectionable, is in fact an advantage to the whole 
body of militia. ‘This difference, and the extension 
of the term of service six months longer than 
usual, are the only changes in the militia law now 
im operation. 

If this is conscription, it was praetised during 
our revolution. It has been the invariable practice 
during the present war, and must continue so as 
long as we are governed by the constitution. It is 
nothing more than the people of these states ex- 


of his poetic fancy. It is rare that one individual | pected, when they instructed their representatives 


excclls in more than ono science or accomplish- 
ment, but the honorable gentlemen from New- 
York is surely an exception. 

to complain of the brilliancy of his faney, for it 
threw such a dazzling light round his subject and 
arguments, that I must own my own mind was of- 
ten so bewildered as not to comprehend all his nice 
and exce’lent deductions. But this was certainly 
my fault, or rather my misfortune—for the eye of 
real genius is always clearest and brightest in the 
blaze of science. 

The committe will pardon this digression; it 
was justly due to the gentleman. This bill has 
been called conser.ption for the purpose of rendet- 
ing it od.ous to the people. Its not the first time 
that a measure has been denounced by some pe- 
culiar name, in order to produce opposition or to 
defeat its object. Such a shallow artifice cannot 
deceive any but those who are willing to be delud- 
ed. The gentleman from New-York (Mr. Miller) 
read to the committe some pages of most pathetic 
declammation on the distressing scenes which con- 
scription had produced in France; but he forgot 
to shew the comceidence between the bill before us 
and the conscription code of Fgance. I say there is 
no coincidence, no, not even in the classification, 
and still less in any other feature—The conscrip- 
tion laws of France were first introduced by their 
directory, and are in strict imitation of the Roman 
disciphne, which compelled every man to become 
a soldier. ‘They were adopted for the purpose of 
aggrandizement and conquest.—All Frenchmen 
were Classed between the ages of twenty and twen- 
ty-five only. In this particular it was oppressive 
and unjust. The-conscripts were often treated 
with the utmost cruelty, and if they deserted their 
parents were made responsible for ther appearance, 
or their fortunes paid an exorbitant fine. Ali this 


Was done too to carry on foreign wars without their 
consent, to gratify an ambitious tyrant. The peo- 
ple of France were controlled by the iron rod of a 
military despot, who Was only governed by his in- 





1 feel half inclined | 





in Congress to deciare war against Great Britain. 
If this be called conscription by the opposition, it 
is equally so to bring the militia into the field for 
six or three months—nay, even for a single daw 
But the member from New-York (Mr. Miller) and 
his friends, feeling that this argument was: too 
weak to support them even fora moment, turned 
to the constitution and endeavored to base their 
reasoning on its sacred principles. Sir, in this they 
have fuiled, and their attempt has only more clearly 
exposed the error of their doctrines. The militia 
belong to the states, itis urged, end Congress have 
no right to call them into service, fur they may be 
wanted for state defence. , 

I answer, the general government is bound to 
provide for the weal and protection of every state 
in the union. That the constitution gives to Con- 
gress the power to provide for organizing, arming 
and disciplining the militia, and for governing 
such part of them «s may be employed in the ser- 
vice of the Unitea States. That it also invests 
Congress with power to call forth the militia to ex- 
ecute the laws of the union, suppress insurrec- 
tions and repel invasions. Willit be denied that 
our county is not invaded? No—this must be ad- 
mitted by the most incredulous. Yet, possessing 
these powers, and under these circunistances, we 
are told that this bdl is unconstitutional. I ask 
gentlemen if the very compact which they guard 
with so much waichtulness, does not recognize the 
militia as the bulwark of our hberties? “And vet 
they say in effect, that Congress cannot command 
their services. Before my mind can assent to this 
strange contradiction, and extraordinary opinion, 
gentlemen must prove to me that it is unconstitu- 
tional to call the militia into service for six or three 
months, or even fora day, for their reasons will 
apply as strong in every instance I have mentioned, 
as they can against this bill. 

The member from New-York (Mr. Miller) with 
great emotion has declared, that were he to vote 
for this bill, he would disgrace the axhes of hit 
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facners, that is, plete the rights of the people who 


ought to be suffered gzietly to enjoy their own fire | 
sides. I will tell the gentleman that he can never’ 
disgrace the ashes of his fathers by defend.ng his 
country; thev have given to him an example that: 
should awaken all his pride to emulate; they never | 
refused to defend the soil and independence which | 
their noble valor has since given to their posterity; 
could their pure and generous spir:ts witness these 
scenes and hear such sentiments, thev would weep 
angel tears over the degeneracy and ingratitude of 
their sons —But we should enjoy our fire sides! 
What enjoyment let me enquire, 1s to be found in 
this enviable situation, when war is striding over 
the people, breathing destruction on our borders— 
can the member from New-York (Mr. Miller) feel 
in time such as these, the quiet and enjoyment of 
which he speaks? No, in the interest whch he 
has taken in our various campaigns, in the minute 
recital of our misfortunes, in the painful and mel- 
ancholy feelings, which he has illustrated by such 
frequent quotations of the poetic language of the 
reat dramatist it is disclosed, that he reposes not 
in these times in quiet content by his own fire side; 
let. us not talk of ticse enjoyments in the strife of 
war; this theme jhe American will reserve for the 
alcyon days of peace. 
ge the eine from New-York (Mr. Miller) has 
said that th:s nation can only be saved by reviving 
its credit, and recruiting its armies; yet he declares 
that his assent shall not be given to this end, al- 
though he has told us, this and this only can save 
the nation. Is it possible that the honourable mem- 
ber is so lost to duty and love of country, that un- 
der no situation in which we may be placed, he 
will give his aid to provide men or money for de- 
fence. | 

|Here Mr. Mller rose, and said he was misunder- 
stood by the gentleman from Kentucky, that he 
had said he would not g.ve anv supplics to the gov. 
ernment for the conquest of Canada; but that if 
ourarmy was withdrawn from that country, and 
the project of conquest rel nquished, he would go 
as far as any gentleman to raise men and money for 
eee regretted he had misunderstood the 
gentleman, that it was neither his object or inch- 
nation to misstate his arguments, and no gentle- 
man would accuse him of so mean a subterfuge. 

It was but the other day that the member from 
New-York (Mr. Miller) declared on this floor, 
that the government had abandoned every object 
for which this war was commenced. Itake him athis 
word, and the supposed conquest of Canada can- 
not now be an obstacle; but to remove his fear ot 
conquest, let me offer him proof which is undenia- 
ble to dissipate the inquietude which he still feels 
on this subject. I mean the instructions given to 
our ministers, and the offer to make peace on their 

art with the British commissioners on terms of 
wh.ch they have no right to complain. How then 
can it be seriously urged, that this is a War of con- 
quest? Even the gentleman himself has said that 
all the objects for which this war was declared are 
now abandoned; in one breath we are told it would 
be dangerous to the liberties of the peopie, to place 
at the disposal and under the control of the men in 
power, a great military force; in the next moment 
the same gentleman declares that the administra- 
tion have neither talents or Capacity to carry on the 
war, and that such is their imbec.lity, that were 
thev to furnish the supplies they would be profusely 
and ineffectually expended. I leave such absurd 
contradictions to be reconciled by those who clam 
them as just and unanswerable arguments, 





But, said the gentleman (Mr. Miller) beware how 
you trample on the rights of your citizens, fot’ re- 
member justice never sleeps; I lament that his con- 
duct has not proved the truth of this remark. Jus- 
tice among the great body of the people J trust will 
never Sleep, but with some in the opposition, she 
even now slumbers unto death. Justice expired 
with the gentleman and some of his friends in the 
opr” ‘on, when they declared in this hall and in 
the. of the whole nation, that this war is wick- 
ed and unjust. 

That the nation commenced the war before they 
were prepared, was and is yet my opinion. But that 
we had not ample cause to justify our resort to 
arms, Ido deny. Was it wicked and unjust to 
resist the enemy in their illegal decrees and block- 
ades? Was it wicked and unjust to resist the cap- 
ture and confiscat:on of our vessels and cargoes? 
Was it wicked and unjust to resist the impress- 
ment of our seamen? If none of these contain the 
wickedness and injustice of which gentlemen com- 
plain, I ask in what does it exist? Let gentlemen 
no longer refuse their asistance—let them not sit 
calinly by and see the farms of their citizens pil- 
laged, their habitations Wrapt in flames; and when 
the voice of maddening distress shall assail them 
with petitions, coldly answer, we will not aid or 
protect you, for this war is wicked and unjust. 
When our territory is invaded by your enemy, and 
he bids defiance to your arms—when your citizens, 
no longer able to resist their iniquitious and rapa- 
cious demand, call on you for protection, which 
you have solemnly sworn under our constitution to 
give, will you violate the high obligation, and an- 
swer, it cannot be given for the war is wicked and 
unjust? Have you not heard the cries of distress, 
arising from ruffian profanation? Have you not 
marked the spots where your villages and hamlets 
once stood—whose ashes have slacked with the blood 
of your citizens? and yet are you: calm and undis- 
turbed, refuse to redress their sufferings, or to aid 
in the punishment of the incendiary myridons who 
have violated your people, because, you say, this 
war is wicked and unjust? 

fn vain may the citizens of your Indian frontier 
recite their sad and dreadful sufferings. The ex- 
terminating warfare of a merciless foe, whose joy 
in blood rises to madness, is suffered with ' your 
consent to rage with death and desolation on your 
borders. The rude children of the brave and dar- 
ing hunter, and the family of the unoffending and 
peaceable emigrant sink alike beneath the arm of 
their savage foe. Do they desire your protection? 
Yes: but you sternly bid them die, because you 
still say, that this war is wicked and unjust. 

I would ask, from what does this apathy on the 
part of many in the opposition originate? I fear from 
local distinctions gnd invidious remarks, which, 
with regret and pain I have often heard thrown out 
in the warmth of discussion. There is a class of 
politic.ans in this country who have for years, with 
the most unwearied industry and artifice, endeavor- 
ed to make the eastern and northern sections of the 
union believe, that the southern and western states 
are jealous of their increasing wealth and commer- 
cial importance. This opinion has been supported 
and encouraged by demagegucs for base and per- 
fidious purposes. The ook sense of the nation (it 
is the hope of every American) will soon correct so 
fatal an opimion. The happiness and interests of 
all the states are linked together by every tie that 
can bind society—speaking the same language— 
living under the same general laws—connected by 
marriage, blood and friendship, and worshipping 
the same great benevolent being—How can strong~ 
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er connexions exist? Is interest more binding? Be 
itso. The north and east are commercial; the 
south and the west are engaged in agriculture: if 
commerce is impeded or suspended, the ships of 
our merchants are idle and decay; the produce of 
the south and west remains on the planter or farm- 
er’s hands, dead, wasting or unproductive, or be- 
comes spoiled, unfit for market, or is wholly lost. 
Nature intended that the northern and eastern 
states should produce the daring and enterpriz ng 
mariners of the union; to make them so, she has 
made them fine bays, harbors and rivers—she has 
placed the fisheries in their neighborhood as a nurs- 
ery for their seamen—their climate is cold, and soil 
unsuited to the various productions of raw mate- 
rials necessary for their factories, which are found 
in abundance in the south and west. New-England 
will not only possess the carrying trade of the 
south and west, but will, from her great and in- 
creasing population, necessarily become their man- 
ufacturers. All this is so obvious and certain, 
that the demagogues of either party cannot long 
deceive the people, by crying out that their inter- 
ests are separate and distinct. Away, then, with 
invidious sectional distinctions—let us speak of 
ourselves as a nation, and not as separate hordes of 
wrangling and jealous savages. The bold anden- 
terprizing mariner of the north may proudly rank 
with the first in the nation. Yes, sir, these are the | 
men who belong to your navy—who have acquired 


more glory in two years, for themselves and coun- | 


try, than ever England could boast in half a century 
—a gem which shall shine with undiminished splen- 
dor down the long annals of time. This nation 
never should forget in peace that a navy is her right 
arm in war. 

It was with pleasure I listened to the gentleman 


trumpeted in our ears by more than one member of 
this body. Itis time that gentlemen in the opposi- 
tion should allay the fury of passion by the exercise 
of reason and calm enquiry. Can one individual in 
thls body be found who will advocate principles 
destructive of the happiness and constitution of this 
country? Yes, this house has heard discord and re- 
bellion, encouraged and avowed from more than 
one quarter. The member from New-York (Mr. 
Miller) has declared, that this militia system, or, 
as he terms it, conscription, will not be submitted to 
by the people; that they ought to resist such op- 
pression; such infriagement of their rights, and he 
hoped they would resist. : 

{Here Mr. Miller rose to explain, and said that 
the language he had used, were the words of Mr. 
Livingston, a democrat, and were delivered in a 
speech when he was opposed to Mr. Adams’ admin- 
istration, and he (Mr. Miller) now adopted them 
as his own. ] 

Mr. Duval said he had so understood the gentle- 
man, and although he claimed the benefit of the ex- 
ample introduced, it was not on that account the 
less misch:evous and pernicious; that demagogues 
belonged to all parties, and were equally to be de- 
seated and condemned. Let gentlemen who are 
giving tone and encouragement to rebellion, beware 


‘of the consequences; for, I tell them, they are tread- 


ing over a burning volcano that may burst upon 
them in dreadful ruin. Do they propose to better 
their conditions, or the condition of their country, 
‘by such dangerous and mad contention? If so, let 
ime drive from them far the fatal delusion. Look 
to the French revolution, and learn in time to avoid 
the bloody scenes which may and will be re-acted. 
in America. How many of all the numerous and 
daring revolutionists of France are now in exist- 








from New-York, while he praised the valor of our 
land and naval commanders, and I could not but 


his own recital of their gallant deeds, should yet re-| 
fuse to follow their example in defending his coun- 
try 


« 


did not hope to follow the gentleman from New 
York through ail the various remarks which he 
pressed into this discussion; nor can I follow him 
in the sublime poetic effusions, and numberless 
quotations from celebrated authers. Indeed, sir, 


ence’ Few, indeed, compared to the many who 


‘have fallen before the power of that rebellion which 
deem it strange, that he who seemed so animated at! 


owed to them its spring and creation. All France 
did not produce, with her millions of men, a single 
individual who could snatch the helm and wield 
the sword of the nation. Such men are rare crea- 
tions of nature—five centuries will not produce 
such another manas the Corsican, who braved the 
tempest of revolution, and rode on surges of blood 
to the imperial throne of France. 

Jeware—in time beware of the fate that will at- 








it seemed to me that the gentleman’s speech was | tend your temerity; for believe me when I tell you, 
not made for ihe present bill, but for the bill which | Ye Who create are not the men that can control the 
has been reported to this house by the honorable | tide of rebellion; you, first of all, shall be over- 
chairman (Mr. Troup) of the military committee; | Whelmed by its resisiless fury. Deceive not_your- 
but as it is probable it will not be acted on, the S¢lves and friends with the vain and foolish hope, 
honorable member from New-York has transferred , that you can “mount the whirlwind and direct the 
his objection from that to the bill from the senate, ; Storm,” for you will be scattered before it “like 
But nothing is impossible to great genius; no sub-| Chaff before the wind of heaven.” 
ject is too high or too low, to escape its. subtie at- a a 

SPEECH 


tention. Itdelights to' bring objects and things 
radically different, together; and, like electricity, OF THE HON. WILLIAM IRVING, 
In the House of Representatives of U. §. on the bill 


its course is brilliant, wild and eccentric. Hence, 
. , . . . ‘ 
we may account for the introduction of Governor) ¢ ee a hae , 
Pax) he , vebecaaen Jvom the Senate, authorizing a draft of 80,430 mi- 
litia from th eral states, for the defence, 8c. of 


Tompxins and his charger, by the honorable mem- | n the 
. ° 4 ‘ ti . 
ber, to this committee, caparisoned in all the pomp the United Siates 
. . . 9° ‘ i 4ibew ke 429: UO. 
of war; and also tor the rapid flight which he in- ' SS ae ’ , 
ee the hs yrate § or oe Mr, Speaker,—It appears to me, sir, that the nice 
stantly took from the back of this war horse, as he Vistin : “that hav : 
eel. "64 luck brio “ee " distinctions, that have, heretofore, been made by 
said, “to pluck bright honor from the pale faced tlemen. Between a” detenait ls 
moon,” where, for the present, I leave the gentle-| oy ohare and an offensive - 
Ny > ’ I nt, : BeNue-| war, are no longer of any consequence. The ground 
: : ; lon which the war commenced, can no longer, it is 
rhe attention of the committee shall not be!presumed, effect the question, whether hostilities 
claimed much longer by me, for I throw by many | shall be carried on with every efficent mean with- 
remarks which have been made in the course or de-| in our power. The terms proposed by the British 
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bate, in order to call your reflections to a subject 

that has been too often agitated, to escape reply. — 

I mean the doctrine of rebellion, which has been 
ik 


Commissioners, have been ‘communicated to this 
house; and the question now is, Whether these terms 
| are to be accepted, or, whetherwe are to employ 
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ihe means Providence has placed within our reach 
in the expectation of procuring better? 

Sir, I would ask any gentleman in this assembly, 
whether he is willing to accept of these terms—to 
dismember the territory of the United States—to 
lop off the hands and arms of hig country, and thus 
deliver her a prey to the enemy—or, at any rate, 
take from her every future hope of obtaining either 
satisfaction for injuries, or security against the ex- 
ercise of yi raged og the ocean. If he says he is 
willing to do this, it is well; he takes his stand, and 
we know what he means by opposing this measure. 
Rut if, on the other hand, by a feeling of generous 
indignation, at these new and unwarrantable claims, 
that violate the integrity of this country, and out- 
rage every principle of reciprocity, he answers that 
he will not make peace on such ignoble terms, then 
if he differs with me, it is only as to the exped.- 
ency of this measure, Or its capacity to answer the 
purpose for which it is intended. It is witha view 
of investigating these two points that I enter into 
this debate; for I do not believe there is any honor- 
able gentleman inthis house who would recommend 
a peace on the terms which have been offered. If 
there is, I should consider it idle to address myself 
to such a person. It is impossible to crevie a soul 
ander the ribs of death—and I would consider it 
equally hopeless to reason against the want of cer- 
tain feelings, or attempt to excite emotions in a 
breast stecled by insensibility. 





us, nor, indeed, any very-extraordinary hardship. 
If the country is worth defending, and I trust some 
part of it, at least will be considered so, there ap- 
pears no very good reason, why men should not be 
called upon to perform that duty. The framers of 
the constitution thought so, and they have invested 
the general government with the power of calling 
out the militia, as a sufficient defence against any 
force that might be brought against us. If, sir, this 
resource is withheld, by the delicate scruples of 
some state authorities—if pretence or construction, 
or quibble is resorted to—or if men shelter them- 
selves behind an ambiguity, are country, the lakes, 
and our honour to be sacrificed in consequence? J 
hope not—I trust not—I am sure not. I do believe 
there is spirit enough in this house to resist both 
foreign and domestic imaginary barriers of the con- 
stitution, which rather seems to invite the aggres- 
sions of the enemy, than to afford safety to those 
whom this very constitution was intended to pro- 
tect. 

I say imaginary barriers, becatise I see nothing in 
the constitution which opposes this classification. 
It is true, sir, Iam no lawyer, expert in legal sub- 
telties, and equally expert in applying either end of 
the glass to an object, as it suits his purpose, to in- 
crease or diminish it. But there is one rule of law, 
to which I have not been inattentive, and that is, to 
consult the intention of the law which we are to 
expound. What was the intention of that section 


I would then ask, are the present means of rais- lof the constitution, which provides for calling owt 
ing an army, adequate to the exigenc:es ot the pre- the militia; in short, sir, what was the whole object 


sent crisis? No, sir. The history ot the war, and 
the experience of every day, are a sufficient answer 
to thisquestion. What, withthe habits engender- 
ed by a long peace—the want of mexns to pay the 
enormous bounties, Which are necessary to cempt 
the prosperous multitude of th:s country—and most 
of all, the various and unjustifiable means that have 
been resorted to, for the purpose of impeding or dis- 
couraging enlistments, it is found toially impossi- 
ble to fill the ranks of the army. Are the militia 
ordered out? it is called oppression. Are they se- 
lected by lot? gentlemen cry out conscription—as 
if there was any analogy between the temperate be- 
hests of the law, and the arbitrary will of a despot. 
Should any man be willing to enlist voluntarily, he 
is told, thet his pay will be withheld, or, that in 
New-England, several soldiers had sold their certi- 
ficates at a loss of fifiy per cent. And this fact, 
which, if it be truce, was the result of a panic, aris- 
ing from the suggest:ons of some-pair.otic adv.ser, 
or conse.entious broker, who wished to take advan- 
tage of his credulity, is trumpeted from one end of 
the country to the other—hawked out  newspa- 
pers, and recorded in triumph by the friends of 
their country. 

What then remains for us, sir? Are we to go on 
jn this miserable ricketty mode of warfare to the 
end of time, and waste our resources by dribblets 
in this preposterous economy—this lady-like for- 
Ddearance of using the means in our power? or are 
we by one manly and decisive effort, to do that at 
once, which we must do at last, or submit to a most 
disuoneurable peace? This is not the land of Col- 
chise-you cannot sow dragons’s tecth and reap 
armed men; you must resort to human means—and 
ail human means, hitherto tried, have failed; we 
must therefore, find others, or we must crouch and 
cringe, and say to the enemy, in the debased and 
whinning language of cowardice, “take all we have, 
but spare our lives.” 

Sir, as a mean of raising an efficient army, I see 
nothing unconstitutional or illegal m the bill before 








of the constitution itself. It was framed solely for 
the purpose of combining the people of the United 
Siates into a community, for mutual defence. Tf, 
therefore, the usual resources of militia is insuffici- 
ent, We resort to regular enlistment; and if that 
ails, what are we to do but try other more efficient 
means, or surrender the honor, and barter the in- 
terests of the country, for imaginary constitutional 
scruples? 

Ser, there is one political axiom that cannot be 
controverted, the country must be defended; and 
whether this is done by driving the enemy to a dis- 


‘tance, or receiving him at our doors, is 2 matier of 


policy, and notof conscience. It does not alter the 
principle one single hair’s breadth. For my part, sir, 
I cannot find in the constitution any one principle 
that militates against classification, any more than 
against a draft or conscription, as some gentlemen 
call it. If there was, cases might occur even then, 
to justify such a measure, as indispensable to self- 
defence, which, while that necessity lasts, super. 
cedes all other laws but those of nature. > 

But it appears to me, that sometimes we “strain 
at a gnat and swallow a camel.” There is a funda- 
mental principle in the constitution, which requires 
the minority, to submit to the will of the majority, 
constitutionally expressed, yet some in our country 
have forgotten that—there is another, that “no state 
shall enter into acompact with another state,” some 
have quite forgotten that—and there is a sacred 
principle of union, pervading everv article of the 
constitution, and some have quite forgotten that. 

No! Mr. Speaker, having so glorious an 
inheritance, equal to that promised land, 
that the Jews were forty years suffering in 
the wiiderness in the hope of obtaining, is 
itnet wonderful, that instead of devising 
ways and means, for defending and secur- 
ing the precious possession, we should be 
seeking for quibbles, to render useless the 
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means that God has provided for its de- 
fence? 

Sir, we hear the executive of the United 
States every day charged with incapacity 
in carrying on the war; but how eould we 
have expected any thing else, when we 
take into consideration, the situation in 
whieh he has been placed? Instead of pro- 
viding money by taxation, we chose to re- 
sort to the expedient of loans, and sent our 
government out borrowing, until they re- 
turned pennyless. The consequence has 
been, that instead of employing their time 
the summer past in devising plans how 
they could most annoy the enemy, they 
have been scufiling with national penury— 
perplexed to know, from day to ha how 
they could employ to the best advantage, 
their stinted means—how they could exist 
from hour to hour, with an exhausted trea- 
sury, and adepreciated credit. It is vain 
to expect a well conducted war, and an ef- 
ficient administration. unless we provide 
money and men to produce both. 

Sir, gentlemen talk of this general go- 
vernment as if it were a self-supported su- 
perior being; some abstract and independ- 
ent power; some cloud enthroned Hercules, 
on whom we are to depend for overcoming 
our difficulties, without any exertions of 
our own. What is the government of the 
United States, but an aggregate of the phy- 
sical power and wealth of the people at 
large? It is from those it derives its 
strength and its «uergy, and if those are 
withheld, I, for one, should like te know 
what means gentlemen would propose for 
the purpose of supplying that strength and 
energy. 

Sir, you might as well wither this arm 
by some powerlul spell, and stop the eur- 
rent of blood that flows in these veins, and 
then, when the arm was reudered power- 
less, and the heart ceased to beat, deride | 
the body for being inert and motion- 
less. 

‘There is but one way of giving energy to 
a free government that I know of, and 
that is, by being liberal, not reckless, of the 
public resourees; and it is the special duty 
of this house, charged as it is with that 
distribution, to be careful, while it guards 
the publie weaith from waste, and the peo- 
ple of this free eountry from oppression, to 
give to the government the means of being 
strong and energetic. 

if we refuse these means, the gentlemen 
on the other side, who, after having cla- 
moured for taxes as they did for war, and 
afterwards voted against both, may, if they 
please, charge the administration with not 


the load of responsibility from themselves, 
but it will eling to them with the pertina- 
city of some natural deformity; and though 
they may perchance, deceive themselves, 
those who trace effeets right home to their 
true causes, will point to this house, whieh 
with a most prodigal economy, refused to 
bestow, what it was content the govern- 
ment should borrow, at a rate of iuterest 
bevond what any individual, who was not 
desperate in fortune and reputation, ever 
paid. ’ 
1 came not here, sir, as the advocate of 
any administration whatever, but as an 
agent from the part of the country I repre- 
sent, to promote, aecording to the best of 
my judgment, the public good. Still I think 
it the part of every honest man to vindi- 
eate the rulers of his free ehoice, when he 
thinks they are unjustly calumniated.—~ 
Neither do I impeach any man’s motives 
in saying, that when gentlemen accuse the 
executive with want of energy, they may 
as well go a little further and accuse the 
bedy of not taking care of the limbs, when 
the limbs have refused to do their office. 
It is this mistaken. this fatal economy 
that accouts for the ill conduct of the war, 
of which gentlemen every day, and on all 
occasions complain. No matter what may 
be the subject before us, we are condemned 
on every question to hear a repetition of 
the same arguments. ‘The clock does not 
strike, or the centinel walk his rounds more 
regula‘ly, than some gentlemen go the sing- 
soug rounds of “unjust, unnecessary aud 
unnatural war.’ ‘Fhey are continually 
reminding us of the unfortanate cook, who, 
for want of a little genius to diversify his 
dinners, every day served up the same dull 
round of “three roasted pigs, three butter- 
ed apple pies.” Whenever they are asked 
for men or money, they either fly out into 
a passion, and scold the adoinistration 
roundly, or they resort to as many excuses 
as a miser dunned for some miserable 
pittance. One gentleman will not give his 
money, beeause his seetion of the union 1 
not represented in the committee of Ways 
and Means. Why, sir, this is the first time 
that | have ever heard the doctrine of the 
union of taxation, and representation, har- 
rowed down to such miserable localities. 
If such a principle is to be introduced into 
this house, there is not a measure that may 
not be opposed on the ground. Every state 
must be represented in each committee, and 
the jostling of local interest, local preju- 
dices, and loeal partialities, would in all 


probability, most effectually prevent any 
well digested report from ever being made 
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Sir, it is here, on this floor, that the final 
decision on every report is made, and so 
long as any member of this house can here 
freely deliver his sentiments and utter his 
objections, in language that suits either 
the suavity or malignity of his own dis- 

osition, i, dues appear to me a matter of 
perfect indifference, whether his section of 
the union is represented in the committee 
or not. | 

Sir, I repeat again, it is this mistaken 

economy, which by withholding what is ne- 
cessary, renders what it bestows almost 
useless, that accounts for the alledged bad 
conduct of the war, on which the gentle- 
men dwell with such wonderful and inces- 
sant pertinacity. Not having money, the 
government could not procure men; and 
not having men, they cou!d not undertake 
any extensive and splendid enterprize.— 
And this, in my opinion, is all the bad con- 
duct that can be properly charged upon 
ihe administration. Even thus cireumscrib- 
ed by our jealous economy, what one advan- 
tage has the enemy gained, except the soli- 
tary one of injuring this capital? And that 
in a national point of view, as effecting the 
spirit of the nation, has been rather a good 
than an evil. Something was necessary to 
rouse the dormant spirit of the nation, and 
this has effectually done it. 
- But even this disaster is to be attributed 
to our own imprudenee; net in expending, 
but withholding the public resources. ‘The 
want of money, so imperiously felt at the 
Treasury, which prevented the raising of 
men, prevented the possibility of having a 
sufficient foree ready to repel the enemy 
at every avenue of attack: it prevented the 
erecting of necessary fortifications at every 
vulnerable point: and it prevented the doing 
any thing, until the dangers of the moment 
ealled the attention of the government to 
act. 

Unable to obtain means for expenditures, 
that were absolute in their demand, such as 
the subsistence of troops; the supplying 
arms, ammunition, ordnance, cloathing, &c. 
for those already employed, and for erect- 
ing fortifications where it was conceived 
they were immediately wanted, those con- 
tingencies that were apparently remote, 
were not taken into consideration: ‘They 
were of necessity, neglected; and hence 
the opportunity given to the enemy to make 
an incursion into this place; and here we 
are to look for the eause of the inefficiency 
of the present administration. We did not 

rovide, in time, the means to enable them 
to be eflicient; and any administration would 
have been inefficient under similar circum- 
stances. | 


I urge these remarks on this House, con- 
sidering it a thinking, reflecting body; a 
co-ordinate branch of the government, and 
equally bound with the Executive, in the 
laws that are framed, to consult the inter- 
est, and promote the safety of the people. 
When therefore, we aceuse the Executive 
of not performing what we did not afford 
him the means to perform, we either treat 
him unjustly, or we virtually deelare our- 
selves mere automatons, to be directed by 
his will; which is, notoriously not the case. 
Sir, let us try to do better in future. Let 
us provide ample means to insure suecess— 
and then, and not till then, ean we hold 
the Exeeutive responsible for disaster and 
disgrace. 

Sir, this is not a time to talk, but to 
act. When our army is composed of a mere 
handful of men, and our treasury empty, so 
that it cannot provide for this gallant 
handful; when an enemy, powerful and ac- 
tive,is beating against our shores, like the 
strong wave of the ocean; when everything 
is at stake; when personal safety, proper- 
nk and every thing valuable, and every 
thing dear to us, lie all exposed to the mer- 
ey of momentary events; and when in the 
language of scripture, we may emphati- 
eally say, ‘‘we Know not what a day may 
bring forth,” surely, such is not the mo- 
ment for parsimonious feelings in raising 
taxes, or for forced constructions, to defeat 
the means for raising men. If we are par- 
simonious now, the next year every thing 
is to be done over again—the same expense 
is to be repeated, and the same result en- 
sues. Sir, this is the way to exhaust a coun- 
try, without producing one single good. It 
renders her sacrifices of no avail—it is of- 
fering up victims without a hope that the 
offering will be accepted; it is bleeding @ 
little every day, till the patient is exhaust- 
ed, while the disease remains. 





Mr. Troup’s Speech 
ON THE ARMY BILLS, 


IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 


Mr. Troup said, that the bill before 
them being a bill from the Senate, which 
had not been referred to the military com- 
mittee, but which had been taken up on 
the motion of the gentleman from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun.) the military com- 
mittee, as such, were strangers to its pro- 
visions. It was not to be expected, there- 
fore, that he could give to the house an ex- 
position of its principles and details. The 
gentleman from South Carolina, was no 
doubt prepared to do so; for himself, Mr. 





|T. said he was opposed to the measure of 
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the senate, and would therefore move to 
strike out the first section of the bill; it 
would try the principle. The measure of 
the senate, he humbly conceived, was ina- 
dequate to the object. It proposed to give 
a militia force, when you wanted not a 
militia but a regular force. He respectfully 
trusted to the house, in considering this 
subject, the propriety of endeavouring, in 
the first place, to establish the prineiple on 
which they would rest their military mea- 
sures for the furthersprosecution of the war; 
whether it were the principle of classifica- 
tion and draft, or classification and penalty; 
whether the principle proposed by the Se- 
nate, or any other principle, they could not, 
he humbly conceived, arrive at any coneln- 
sion satisfactory to the house, or useful and 
honourable to the country, without adopt- 
ing this mode of proceeding. Having es- 


tablished the principle, the committee of, 


the whole, or a select committee, might 
consider the details. 

Mr. T’. said he very well knew that man- 
kind were governed by their hopes and 
fears; more by their hopes than their fears, 


negociations at Ghent would certatnly fail. 
In submitting, sir, to the committee, the 
few observations with which i intend:to 
trouble them, on this motion, I will en- 
deavor to satisfy them, that the measare 
proposed by the Senate ought not te be 
taken, because it places our reliauee for a 
successfal prosecution of the war, on irreg- 
ular militias whereas our reliance ought to 
be placed on diseiplined troops, and. that 
some other measure therefore ougiit to be 
resorted to—some measure ecalculaicd to 
fill the regular ranks and augment the reg- 
ular establishment. 

In making provision for the further pro- 
secution of the war, there would be but one 
object common to all—To bring the. war to 
a speedy and honorable termination, by all 
the means in the power of the Legislature. 
At least it would be an objeet common to 
every genuine American, because every 
American had an interest init. The war 
was a war for the country, and the result 
of it, whatever it might be, whether glo- 
rious or inglorious, would determine the 
character of the country and government. 


and he was not insensible of the effeet|If glorious, every American, without dis- 


which the dispatehes received yesterday, 
from our ministers at Ghent might have on 
the measures under consideration. He 
should be very sorry if the effect would be 
to induce the legislature to discontinue or 
relax the preparations necessary for a vig- 
orous prosecution of the war. If such 
should be the effect, the enemy might have 
good reason to exuit in the suecess of a di- 

lomatic trick piayed off at Ghent, which, 
ces us into a false security, would enable 
him to strike us at the opening of the next 
campaign, unarmed and unprepared. If 
he should be able to do so, he would begin 
to consider himself a match for the Yankees 
in cunning, and we would repent when it 
was too late. Mr. T. said he did not mean 
to say we would not have peace; politics 
were too uncertain to justify such a decla- 
ration; we may have peace in a few weeks. 
He only meant to say, that caleulations 
founded on events which may happen at 





tinction of party, would participate in 
that giory; if inglorious, every American, 


| without distinetion of party, would partiei- 
| pate in the infamy of it. He knew very 


well that certain gentlemen had said, the 
war was a party war, a war for the admin- 
istration—but gentlemen would find ere 
long their mistake. They will find that 
Europe, the civilized world, who will 
alone be competent to pass judgment upon 
this subject, will not stoop to enguire by 
what party in America this war was de- 
clared—by whit party it was proseeuted— 
by what party brought to its termination. 
No, sir, they will look to the result, and 
to the result only, and as that result is glo- 
rious or inglorious for the country, so will 
\they determine the character of this coun- 
try and government. Every American, 
therefore, is interested to bring the war to 





an honorable termination by all the means in 


his power. But how is this to be done? I 


Ghent or at Vienna, and which would in-!| answer, in the spirit and language of per- 
duce the legislature to relax in the neces-| feet simplicity, by endeavoring to create 
sary preparations for the next campaign,| motive in the enemy to discontinue the con- 
ought not to be indulged; measures ought test. But how is this to be effected? I an- 
to be taken, not on a supposition of speedy |swer in the game spirit and language, by 
peace, but of protracted war. If peace) endeavoring to wound him where he is vul- 
happened, the preparation for war would nerabie. ‘lhe enemy is vulnerable in two 
dono harm. If peace did not happen, the points—in his commerce on the ocean—in 
want of preparation would do much harm; Ais ierriiorial possessions neighboring to 
it might lose the next campaign, and losing | ws. If by any possibility (which I do not 
the next campaign, might lose the objects admit) he should succeed so effectually to 
of the war. IL only suggest therefore, sir,| blockade our ports and harbors as to shut 
that it is wise and prudent to act ag if the! up completely our public and private arm. 
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ed vessels, he will cease to be vulnerable | 


in his commerce; he will remain vulnera- 
ble in his territorial possessions only.— 
There, sir, [ would carry the war without 
hesitation; there I would endeavor to cre- 
ate a motive in him to discontinue the con- 
test. In proportion as he values his terri- 
tory, in the same proportion will he make 
sacrifices to preserve it; as you endanger 
the existence of his territory, in the same 
degree will be his motive to discontinue 
the war to preserve it. That he sets a 
high value on his territories you have the 
strongest evidence. He has already made 

t éxertions to preserve them; he has 


‘been able to preserve them, only because 


you have not made great efforts to con- 
quer them. You never will conquer them 
by taking the measure of the Senate. Will 
any man believe we can induce the enemy 
to discontinue the war by manning the lines 
of our frontiers—standing on the defensive 
—receiving and repelling his blows as well 
as we can? No, sir—so far from inducing 
the enemy to abandon the contest, this 
mode of prosecuting the war would only 
increase his motive to continue it, whilst 
the motive on our part to continue it would 
be daily and hourly inereasing. A dishon- 
orabie peace would terminate the contest 


and of confidence—then, indeed, would 
there he nothing before us but gloom and 
despondency, and the horror of despait.—— 
But you will not doubt—you will place 
your reliance on a disciplined, regular 
foree—-upon a regular disciplined force 
alone can you rely for suecess. It matters 
not whether you determine to conduet the 
war offensively or defensively; if you de- 
termine to proseeute it offensively, you 
ought to rely mainly on a regular foree—~ 
because, to be successful, you must meet 
and beat in the open field, the regular vet- 


‘eran troops of Europe. Not one step can 


you advance in the conquest of Canada, 
until you are prepared to do this. This 
ean only be done by regular disciplined 
troops. Ifyou determine to prosecute the 
war defensively, you ought to rely magnly 
on regular troops; for you must expect to 
meet and to repel regular disciplined troops 
—and this can be done most effectually 
with regular disciplined troops. It will 
be done not only more effectually, but more 
economically; not only more economically, 
but more con niently for the country. It 
will save the militia of the couttry, and 
in saving the militia it will save the ac- 
tive industry of the country—it will save 





of course the product of that industry; the 


~-a surrender of our independence would | product of that industry is national wealth 
terminate it——nothingelse could. 1 would’ ---it will save the national wealth. Bat 


country, and with a foree enabling you to 
wound him there. But the military force 
of the enemy has been greatly augmented. 
It is unnecessary to speak of the events by 
which this augmentation has been brought 
about--it is sufficient that we know and 
feel it; ordinary prudence requires that 
your own military foree be augmented; not 
merely in the same proportion—-in a much 
greater proportion, because, all other 
things being equal, he has -one decided ad- 
vantage over you—an advantage which 


mean the command of the ocean, by which 
he compels you to stand upon the defensive 
on a line of fruntier of 2000 miles, and to 
defend that line with 100,000 men against 
40,000 afloat. He comes, no man can tell 
when, no man can tell where; and to be 

repared at all, he compels you to be pre- 
pared at all points. I say, therefore, your 
augmentation ought to be in much greater 
proportion than his augmentation. But 
whut deseription of our military foree will 
you augment. Sir,if after what has hap- 
pened, 1 could for a moment believe there 
could be any doubt or hesitation upon this 
point, I would censider every thing as lost; 
then, indeed, would there be an end of hope 


therefore carry the war into the enemy’s! not only do these considerations urge you, 
in my humble opivion, to resort to all the 


'means within your power to fill the ranks 


and augment the reguiar establishment; 
other considerations call upon you to make 
the army as respectable in number as it is 
already in character—econsiderations grow- 
ing out of that character. An army, lit- 
tle better than two years old, collected has- 
tily from the plough, the loom and the 
work-shops—without discipline, without 
even the rudiments of the military science 


|-—the oflicer to be instructed, that he might 
we can neither destrov nor remove—l 


be qualified to instruct the soldier—this 
army has performed deeds of heroism and 
of gallant daring, that would have done 
honor to the best days of Greece and Rome 
—that will adorn the page of your own 
history. It is true that this army has not 
from the beginning every where trinmph- 
ed; it is true it has not from the beginning 
earried every thing before it: it had not 
strength-~it had not nambers. But this 
much may be said of it, and with truth, 
that from the beginning to this moment, it 
has in no one instance dishonored the 
standard whieh it bore; unless, indeed, a. 
solitary instance may be appealed to as an 
exception —an instatce as yet of doubtful 





jand undecided character. More recently 
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its triumphs have been more brilliant; in 
the open field, man to man, it has vanquish- 
ed the conquerors of the conquerors of Eu- 
rope. Who can hesitate, therefore, (the 
war continuing) to make this army as res- 
pectable in number as it is already in cha- 
racter, to evable it to continue these tri- 
umphs. The bill from the Senate, instead 
of proposing this, proposes to authorize 
the President to eal] upon the states for 
eighty thousand raw militias and this is to 
be our relianee for the successful prosecu- 
tion of the war. Take my word for it, sir, 
that if youdo rely upon it, the military 
power of the enemy continuing undivided, 
defeat, disaster and disgrace must follow; 
as an auxiliary or secondary force the mi- 
litia may be relied on, as principal ina 
contest with regular troops, never. But 
the state of the army. Upon this part of 
the subject, sir, I willsay nothing, because 
I can say nothing that you are not already 
in possession of. You have authorized a 
foree of sixty odd thousand men; you have 
raised thirty odd thousand; you have a de- 
ficiency of twenty odd thousand to supply; 
these thirty odd thousand men already 
raised are distributed over a line of 4,000 
miles of frontier; is it amy wonder, then, 
Mr. Speaker, that Canada has not been 
eonquered. No, sir, the wonder is not 
that Canada has not been conquered; the 
wonder is that this littl army has been 
able to keep its ground; the enemy has 
been stronger in regular troops at all points 
from the beginning, and the very annuncia- 
tion of this fact is enough to cover our lit- 
tle army with glory. You havea deficien- 
ey of twenty odd thousand to supply; how 
will you supply it? Assuredly the bill 
from the Seuvate will not supply it; will 
the mode heretofore resorted to supply it. 
Will the reeruiting system supply 1? la, 
sir, the recruiting system has failed; 1 
mean it has failed to fill your ranks.— 
What are the facts upon this subject; they 





lam not disposed to say that it would not 
(provided the power of the enemy had eon- 
tinued broken and divided by the troubles 
of the continent) have answered our pur- 
pose; but I do say, that under existing cir- 
cumstances, and for our present purpose, 
the recruiting system ought not to he relied 
on, it eannot be relied on to fill our ranks 
by the opening of the next campaign, and 
to risk the loss of the next campaign is to 
risk the loss of every thing. But is there 
no mode to which you ean resort for filling 
the ranks but voluntary enlistment? 1 
would be extremely sorry if we could not. 
I have always thought this government, 
when adihinistered in the true spirit of the 
constitution, the strongest government in 
the world, even for the purposes of war: 
but if the doctrine set up of late be true, 
this is the weakest and most contemptible 
government on earth, it is neither fit for 
war or peace, it has failed of all the ends 
for which governments are established; it 
cannot be true that this government, 
charged with the general defence, author- 
ized to declare war and to raise armies can 
have but one mode of raising armies, 
whilst every other government that has 
ever exisied has had an absolute power 
over the population of the country for this 
purpose, and has actually exercised it; but 
this question is not properly before the 
house, and I will not go into an argument 
to shew that yeu can, like other govern- 
iments, resort to other modes of raising 
armies than that of voluntary enlistment; 
that you can resort to classifiction and 
draft, to classifieation and penalty, or any 
other mode whieh a sound diseretion may, 
ina particolar state of the country, dictate 
and justify, All 1 intend to say at present 
is, that you have an absolute power over 
the population of the country for this pur- 
pose, and that in the preseut state of the 
country, it is wiser to resort to classifica- 
tion and draft than to resort to the bill 


¥ i ge ' *. . 
are, that 2,000,000 of dollars have been ap- from the Senate; the one will give themen 


plied since January last, and 43,000 men 


doing yery well. So itis, but what is the 


general result? The general result is, that /Senate with the measures proposed by your 


‘certainly and expeditiously, the other will 
have been enlisted; this it may be said is: 


not. 
But, sir, compare the measures of the 


our army is very little stronger now, than;own committee and which are before you. 
it was this time last year, and in testing The measure of the Senate proposes to 
the operation of the system, it is to the ge-, authorize the President to call out 80,000 
Meral result we must look. At the rate of militia for two years, and this is ealled 
43,000 men per annum, it wouldtake five'a remedy for the evil of state—now, sir, 
years to raise the authorized force; the re-| the evil of state as L understand it, is not 
cruiting system therefore has failed, it has} the want of a militia force, but the want 
fuiled to fill our ranks. 1 do not mean tojof a regulartoree. ‘The evil of which the 
say, sit, that the recruiting system, with | country complains, ef which the govern- 
the present high bounty and encourage- | ment complains. of which the militia them- 
ment would not eventually fill our rauks;|selves complain most gricyously, is the 
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number of militia in service; the incessant 
harassment, vexation and oppression of 
che militia, and the extraordinary and bur- 
thensome expense of that particular ser- 
vice. Asa remedy for this grievance, the 
Senate proposes to detach 80,000 militia. 
The President has at command, and has 
always had at command, a million of mi- 
litia; and in this extraordinary crisis of 
our affairs, when pressed by a formidable 
enemy, and surrounded with difficulties, 
the remedy proposed by the Senate 1s 
80,000 milita, which it must be admitted 
on all hands can be no better, for at least 
the next campaign, than raw militia ealled 
out in the ordinary way. But the bill pro- 
poses to furnish regular troops.—How? by 
holding up in terrorem a militia classifica- 
tion and draft. Exempting every three 
classes which shall furnish two regular 
soldiers, from the liability to furnish three 
militia-men. Do the friends of this mea- 
sure believe—will they with any degree of 
confidence assert, that it will have the ef- 
fect, even partially, to fill the ranks? I 
think not—and suppose it should fail to 
furnish regular soldiers, what will be our 
condition inthe months of July and Au- 
gust next? Much worse, sir, than our con- 
dition inthe months of July and August 
jast. ‘The war continuing, the power of 
the enemy unbroken, our coudition will be 
desparate. ‘The regular force every day 
falling off, (for be it remembered these 
80,000 militia will be withdrawn from the 
operations of the recruiting service) we 
shall have to oppose to the enemy a rem- 
nant of regular troops, and these 80,000 
raw militia—and who wiil answer for the 
eonsequences? In the months of August 
and September last, we had in the field 
the regular army and apwards of one hun- 
dred thousand militia, and we no where 
found ourselves too strong. It is true, the 
Senate proposed to improve the recruit- 
ing system—an improvement which two 
years ago this house proposed to the Sen- 
ate, but which the Senate then thought 
proper to reject. I mean the enlistment 
of young men between the ages of eigh- 
een and twenty-one. But if these 80,000 
militia for two years should happen to be, 
as they are likely to be, that very deserip- 
tion of population upon which this system 
would otherwise operate, what hope can be 
entertained that tie recruiting system even 
with its improvements will be as produe- 
tive the next yearas the jast. I humbly 
eoneeive, Mr. Speaker, that the measure 
of the Senate, proceeding from the hest 
intentions, will fail in the accomplishment 





ee 


of ourobject. I conceive, with much def- 
erence to the House, that the measures re- 
ported by their own committee are much to 
be preferred. ‘They propose, 1st, to aug- 
ment the regular establishment to one hun- 
dred thousand men. 2ndly,:te authorize 
the President to aceept under liberal en- 
couragements the services of volunteer 
corps. 3dly, to authorize the President 
to receive into the service of the United 
States, state troops, which may be raised 
to serve in lieu of the militia in such states. 
The prineiple of the system is, to substi- 
tute, as far as we are able, a regular force 
for a militia foree, as more efficient, more 
economical, and, for the militia themselves, 
more convenient—and 100,000 regulars 
would take the plaee of 200,000 militia— 
200,000 militia would cost as much as 
300,000 regulars. If we can command an 
hundred thousand regular troops, it may 
notwithstanding be necessary, on particu- 
lar emergencies, to resort to the militia. 
To enable the government still further to 
spare the militia, volunteers are authorized. 
They will also be more efficient than ordi- 
nary militia. It is impossible to say to 
what extent these corps will offer them- 
selves—to whatever extent the govern- 
ment is enabled to avail itself of their ser- 
vices, to the same extent will the militia 
be saved. If government should derive no 
aid from this scouree, it has another re- 
source in state troops.—They also will 
take the place of the militia. The mili- 
tia will still eontinue the bulwark of the 
country. Whenever the existence of the 
country shall be endangered, it is the mili- 
tia that must save it. The system propo- 
ses to relieve them from the constant har- 
assment of which they complain, and just- 
ly complain. To raise the regular troops, 
you have the alternative proposed by the 
Secretary of War, or the committee. The 
plan of the Secretary of War is the only 
effectual one. If we have energy and spi- 
rit to take it, it will fill our ranks and aug- 
ment our regular estabiislment certainly 
and expeditiously. The people will justi- 
fy the measure, because they will feel that 
it is neeessary to the maintenance of the 
honour, the eharacter and independence of 
the country. The plan ofthe committee, 
though less efficient, 1s, in my humbie opin- 
ion, better than that of the Senate. Where 
it fails to give you men it will give you mo- 
ney. It will be eertainto give some men 
and some money. I hope the House wiil 
agree to strike out the section. 
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House of Representatives. 
October 10, 1814. 

The President’s Message, enclosing the 
fetters from our Commissionerg, | publish- 
ed in our last | having been read, Mr. For- 
syth moved that it be referred to the com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, and that 5000 
copies be printed for the use of the mem- 
bers. 

Mr. Hanson, of Md. moved tv amend the 
resolution by inserting 10,000 copies in the 
place of 5,000. He said he was persuad- 
ed the information communicated in the 


_ Message had awakened but one feeling 


throughout the House, and stamped the 
same impression on every member. It 
had always been his opinion that it be- 
came not this goverument to stand on idle 
frivolous etiquette. but to speak to the en- 
emy, if indeed we desire to convert him to 
a friend, to speak to him frankly, plainly 
and directly, to the end that all ground for 
his doubting our sincerity might be remov- 
ed. He trusted that it would appear that 
our Commissioners had been instructed so 
to speak, and that they had so spoken. If 
then on fair and honorable terms proposed, 
England should have denied us peace—if 
other and new claims had been set up—if 
she has attempted to annex hy tek and 
humiliating conditions—if she has presum- 
ed to trench upon our ascertained rights as 
hitherto acknowledged and enjoyed—from 
that moment Mr. H’s determination had 
long sinee been formed to unite in support- 
ing the most vigorous system of honorable 
war, with the hope of bringing the enemy 
to a sense of justice. Mr. H. was satis- 
fied that nothing more was necessary to 
make the war national, than to ¢onvince 
the people that an honest and fair effort 
had been made to obtain peace, and it had 
been denied upon terms mutually honora- 
ble. From that moment it ceased to be a 
party war, and of necessity beeame nation- 
al. Mr. H. said he tvo well knew the par- 
ty with which it had been his pride and 
happiness to act, to doubt of their deter- 
mining to bear a just share of the sacrifices 
to be incurred in defending the honor of 
the nation in a war that becomes just.— 
Forgetting, as far as possible, their objec- 
tions to the administration—stifling their 
complaints as far as might be, against the 
party that supports it, sacrificing all minor 
considerations, endeavoring to bury in ob- 
livion the numerous wrongs inflicted up- 
on their party; omitting, to every proper 
extent, a retrospect of the past, and look- 
ing to the present and the future, for the 
purpose of staunching the bleeding wounds 
of their country, they would stand forth in 


this her hour of peril, in asserting and 
Maintaining her estsblished rights and 
honor. But, sir, said Mr. H. while we 
have ever been ready to sacrifice our poli- 
tical feelings upon the altar of our coun- 
try, the sacred duty we owe to it will re- 
quire of us never to cease insisting on a re- 
form in the measures of the government, 
and the choice of honorable and enlighten- 
ed men, competent to conduct its affairs in 
a crisis so awful. Unfortunately for the 
country, the character of the men who now 
directed its destinies was not of this des- 
cription, nor did they possess the conti- 
dence of the nation. 

Mr. Oakley of N. Y. said that it was not 
necessary for him on this occasion to reit- 
erate the sentiments of his hon. friend, 
Mr. Hanson. His friend, he was conti- 
dent, had expressed the feelings and opin- 
ions of there gentlemen with whom he was 
accust med to act, on the nature and char- 
acter of the demands and pretensions of 
the British government, as developed in 
the despatches just read tothe House. He 
did not hesitate. in the fullest manner, to 
declare, that those demands and _ preten- 
sions were utterly inadmissible under any 
circumstanees But, Mr Q. said, whilehe 
made this declaration, and while he felt, 
in common with all gentlemen, the convic- 
tion that there could be but one sentiment 
in the nation, as to the necessity of resist- 
ing, by all the means in our power, the un- 
just and arrogant claims of the enemy, he 
felt bound to remark, that he could never 
forget by whom and upon what grounds the 
nation had been involved in this war—up- 
on the issue of which were now staked the 
essential rights and honor of the country. 
The character given by the enemy to the 
war, had put to hazard these rights and 
that honor, and they must now be vindicat- 
ed at an incalculable expense of treasure 
and blood. Mr. OV. said it was notorious, 
that, at the commencement of the war, a 
great portion of the people of this coun- 
try thought it rash and unnecessary. If 
the administration had been willing to 
make peace on terms which could be ex- 
pected to unite the approbation of the na- 
tion, they must have been prepared to a- 
bandon some of the grounds on which it 
had been declared. ‘Their conduct in the 
late negociation could not be properly es- 
timated until the instructions to our coms 
missioners are laid before the House.«» 
This, Mr. O. said he perceived was to be 
done. It would then appear how far they 


had thought it important to maintain the 
grounds on which they had deemed it ex 





|pedient te commence a war—the coiicliis 























> a 








omen et A Ss mente mina 





82 NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER-SUPPLEMENT TO VOL. VII. 








sion of which was not now within their 
control, and appeared to be removed to a 
hopeless distance. 

Mr. O. said it was indispensable to the 
safety of the nation that its affairs at this 
awful crisis should be committed to the 
management of men who could reasonably 
be expected to unite the confidence of the 
nation—and who, when they had compell- 
ed the enemy to abandon his unjust and in- 
sulting pretensions, would not throw new 
obstacles in the way of peace by setting up 
any unwarrantable claims on our part — 
He would tell gentlemen in sober earnest- 
ness, that a war, which, to be successful, 
must be waged by the united means and 
vigor of the nation, could never be econ- 
ducted to an honorable issue by a party 
administration. 

Besides the above remarks of Mr. Han- 
son and Mr. Oakley, which are reported 
with eritieal correctness, 

A few remarks were made by Mr. For- 
syth, of Geo. and Mr. Wright, of Md. the 
first acquieseing in Mr. Hanson’s motion, 
and the seeond approving the spirit of the 
remarks of his colleague. Mr. Hanson. 

‘The motion to print 10,000 was agreed to. 


[The following, communicated by a friend at Mo- 
bile, was received too late for imsertion among 
the other like sketches; but it is due to the me- 
morv of the brave man to whom it relates, that 
it shall have a place in this SupPLeMENT.] 


BIOGHAPHY 


OF THE LATE 


LT. COL. JAMES LAUDERDALE, 


Of Gen. Coffee’s brigade of Tennessee Volunteers, 
Who fell in Gen. Jackson’s attack on the British ar- 


my, below New-Orleans, on the night of the 23d of 


December, 1814. 

When a great and good man fulls in defence of 
his country’s mghis, the memory of his virtues 
ought not to perish withhim. By preserv.ng the 
recollection of that, we furnish to the living both 
a mot:ve and a sample for imitation. When to 
this consideration is added the suggestion of per- 
sonal friendship for the deceased, no other reason 
or motive need be offered for del.ver.ng to the 
world a biographical sketch of the late Colonel 
James LAUDERDALE, Who so bravely fell in the me- 
morable battle of Bienvenu, on the night of the 23d 
of December, 1814. | 

This distinguished patriot and sold-er was a na- 
tive of Virginia, and the descendant of one of the 
most ancient and respectable fumilies of that state. 
Having been bred a surveyor, he was enabled, by 
the accuracy of his knowledge in that art, and by 
his industrious habi‘s, to acqu.re, in a short time, 
in West Tennessee, whither he had removed with 
his father’s family, a handsome h:ttle fortune. Al- 
though no man enjoyed, with more sensibility, the 
pleasures of a social hfe, yet his ardent and active 
mind panted for a theatre of higher glory, and 
more brilliant achievement. At length, in 1803, 
when a large force was ordered from Tennesse, 


and the Mississippi territory, to take possession of 


Louisiana, Col, Lavprrpaxr, with that zeal which 
has ever characterized him, turned out with a cem- 
pany of militia, and marched as far as Natchez by 
land; when it was discovered, (contrary to expec- 
tation) that the ceded territory was peaceably de- 
livered to the commissioners appointed for that 
purpose, the ‘Fennessee miltia were consequently 
discharged and returned home. 

When in 1812, the then Secretary of State order- 
ed Gen. Jackson, with the volunteers from Tennes- 
see, to descend the Mississippi for the defence of 
the same country against an attempt which was 
supposed to be meditated by the Spaniards, he was 
among the first who repaired to his standard. Such 
was the op:nion entertained of his merits that he 
Was appointed first major in the regiment of caval 
under the command of Col. Coffee; and although 
no opportun.ty was then afforded him for display- 
ng that gallant spirit tor which he afierwards be- 
came so distinguished, yet the cheerfulness with 
which he bore the hardships and privations to 
which that expedition was so remarkably expos- 
ed by the inclemency of the season, and the scarci- 
ty of supplies, the encouragement he imparted to 
his command, and his strict attention to its disci- 
pline and instruction, were suffic.ent evidence to 
those who accompanied hm, of the celebrity he 
would one day acquire if his country should be- 
come involved in war. An opportunity was at 
length afforded in the declaration of war against the 
Creeks, for the display of his ta'ents, and for real- 
izing those high hopes wh:ch his friends had so 
jusily eniertamed. The forces by which this inso- 
lent and ferocious enemy, who had so long ravaged 
our frontiers with impunity, was expected to be 
reduced to submission, were to be drawn principal- 
ly from Tennessee. In the foremost rank of those 
who volunteered their services on that important 
occasion, stood the subject of this article. He was 
now appointed lieutenant colonel in the brigade of 
mounied infantry commanded by brigadier general 
Cottee. It.is impossible, and perhaps useless, to 
particularize the numerous hardships, privations 
and dangers, to which all who were engaged in 
that expedition were exposed. The mounted men 
being sent in advance for the protection of the 
county of Madison, in the Mississippi ‘Territory, 
which was hourly expected to be broken in upon 
and ravaged, were joined on the 12th of October, 
1813, at Camp Cotiee, by Maj. Gen. Jackson, with 
the infantry. Gen. Coffee was now ordered to 
scour the Black Warrior, and fall in with the 
main army on its march to the Ten Islands, where 
the pr.ncipal force of the enemy was expected to 
be met. In this excursion, attended with innumer- 
able difficulties and privations, Col. Lauderdale re- 
ceived the particular praise of his immediate com- 
mander. Having re-united with the main army, 
Gen. Coffee was again sent in advance to cut off a 
considerable detachment of the enemy posted at 
Tallushatchie. This was the first occasion on 
which colonel Lauderdale had an opportunity of 
displaying his bravery and his skill as an officer, in 
battle. His conduct in that suscesstul expedition, 
merited and received the highest encomiums. In 
a few days after that fortunate and splendid achiev- 
ment, the commander in chief received intelligence 
that the main army of the enemy, advancing to 
meet him, had imvested Talledega, a fort of the 
friendly part of the Creeks, with a view of wreak- 
ing their vengeance on those who had refused to 


jom in hostilities against the whites, and of possess- 





ing themselves gy the stores it contained. He im- 
mediately determined on attacking them before 
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they should be able to effect their purpose; and 
with this view put his army in motion at midnight 
of the same day in which he received the intelli- 
gence. Having come up to the enemy on the morn- 
ing of the 9th November, 1813, a general engage- 
ment was commenced, and maintained on both 
sides with the utmost spirit and obstinacy. On 
that memorable occasion, colonel Lauderdale great- 
ly enhanced the reputation he had already acquired. 
His bravery and his skill were alike consp:cuous; 
but unfortunately, while at the head of his iy a 
ment, encouraging their valor by his example, he 
rece.ved a wound which disabled him from contin- 
ing in the field. The fortitude with which he sup- 
ported the pain of this severe inflict.on, was re- 
markable, even among soldiers.. ‘The most excru- 
ciating agonies were not sufficient to disturb the 
habitual cheerfulness of his temper, and he seemed 
only to lament his misfortune as depriving him of 
still further opportunities to distinguish himself. 

After the battle of Talledega, the want of sup- 
plies compelled the commander in chief to return 
to his encampment at the Ten Islands. The same 
cause, combined with the excitement of a few tur- 
bulent and disappointed officers, continuing to op- 
erate, produced the utmost disquietude in the ar- 
my, and a strong inclination to abandon an expedi- 
tion which had thus far so gloriously proceeded.— 
To so high a degree, indeed, had this spirit been 
fomented by the factious and designing, that it 
broke out on several occasions, into open and ex- 
tensive mutiny; and nothing but the energy of the 
commanding general could have arrested its pro- 
gress, and prevented the most fatal calamities.— 
During this critical situation of affairs, Col. Lau- 
derdale, though confined to his tent by his wound, 
continued to display, perhaps in a higher degree 
than he had ever before had an opportunity to do, 
his patriotism and his firmness. While every 
means in his power was used to bring back the de- 
luded soldiery to a sense of their duty, those who 
had led them astray found in him the exposer of 
their hidden machinations, and the sternest oppos- 
er of their views. Many of these had been his 
closest friends, and several of them were his near 
relatives; but idolizing his country, he was ever 
rendy, when occasion required it, to offer up 
triends, relatives, even }.te itself, on her altar.— 
Never were his feelings observed to undergo so se- 
vere a shock, as when he rece.ved the inteiligence 
that his regiment, led by the colonel commandunt, 
who was his friend and relation, had abandoned its 
post, and was returning nome. He lifed up his 
hands and exclaimed, “Would to God the ball 
“which confines me had p:ussed through my head, 
“that I might not have lived to witness the dishon- 
“or of my countrymen and friends.” 

Scarcely had the campaign against the Creeks 
been brought toa successful termination, when 
the sons of Tennessee were again called upon to 
ener into a war of more extensive and dangerous 
character. Great Britain, disengaged from her 
struggles on the continent, was left with the 
means of prosecuiing the war against America on 
a broader scale. Determining to avail herself ot. 
the opportun.ty, a form.dable exped:tion was plan- 
ned against the southern section of the union, made 
up principally of the veterans ot Lord Well:ngton. 

ur government, coming at length to appreciate 
correctly the military talents of general Jackson, 
appointed him to the command of the 7th district, 
and charged him with its defence. It was to be 
expected that this able officer, who was« well ac- 
quainted with the genius and accor pl,’ ents of 











Gen. Coffee, and who had so often witnessed and 
directed the bravery of his brigade, should at such 
a crisis be exceedingly desirous of their services. 
His mvitation was obeyed w:th so much alacrity 
and promptitude, that by the time it was known 
in Orleans that an army was assembling in Tennes- 
see for its defence, general Coffee had reached the 
head-quarters of the commander in chief at Mobile. 
Col. Lauderdale, though still suffering under h:s 
wounds, was again ioremost m tendering his ser- 
v.ces. Beng appoinied to the command of a reg- 
iment, he continued to display all the qualities of 
an able officer, and an ardent patriot on the exped.- 
tuon to Pensacola. The feelings wh:ch so warmly 
animated his own bosom, he possessed the happy 
tuculty of imparting to his followers. 

The enemy being expelled from Pensacola, the 
commander in ch.ef immediately determined on 
placing as much of his disposable force as could be 
spared trom the defence of the frontiers, and of the 
posts on Mob.le, ina situation to protect New-Or- 
leans against the designs which he foresaw the en- 
emy meditated against that important place. With 
this view a part of general Coffee’s brigade, in 
which was included the regiment of colonel Lau- 
derdale, was ordered to Baton Rouge, their to re- 
cruit their horses, and be in read.ness to march to 
whatever point might become the most exposed.— 
It was not long before a large force of the enemy 
was discovered to have entered Lake Borgne, and 
to be advancing towards New-Orieans. To this 
point, therefore, the commander in chief now di- 
rected the forces stationed at Baton Rouge, to has- 
‘en with the utmost dispatch. The order was ex- 
ecuted with that promptitude wh:ch has ever dis- 
tinguished the movements of Gen. Coffee. In two 
days afier rece.ving it, he had reached the ne ghbor- 
hood of the city, a distance of one hundred and 
twenty miles. Never was a forced march more 
necessary or attended with more important effects. 
But for that, New-Orleans must have fallen into the 
hands of the enemy. 

Scarcely had this reinforcement thus fortunately 
arrived when the commander m chief received iii- 
telligence that the enemy had succeeded im enter- 
ing the Bayou B.envenu, und.scovered, and in de- 
barking « considerable part of his forces with which 
he had advanced to the h.gh lands on the Mississip- 
p:, and occupied a pesition not more than seven 
miles below the city. Things were now approach- 
mg their crisis. Gen. Jackson, foreseeing the dan- 
~er of suffering the enemy to attack him, deter- 
iained to become the assa.lant himself. To exe- 
cute this bold and hazardots, but wise measure, 
his eyes were immed.ately turned to that distin- 
guished corps whose bravery had been so weil tried. 
Every disposition being made for bringing on the 
engagement that might, the left of Gen. Coffec’s 
brigade was confided to the charge of Col. Lauder- 
dale. The action had already been commenced by 
Gen. Jackson w.th the regular troops and the art.1- 
lery on the extreme right, and the fire was exiend- 
ed to the left, when the right of Gen. Coffee’s br.- 
gade caine in coniact with the enemy. This gallaat 
body of men poured upon him so destructive a fire, 
that his advancing line was instantly halted, al- 
though under cover of a fence. At this moment, 
Coi. Lauderdale on the lefi, was seen animating 
his men, and in the most gallant manner, leading 
them into action. Buta tew rounds had been fired 
when he received a musket bail in the head which 
immediately terminated his hfe. This fatal event 
produced a momentary confusion in the line, and 
the enemy now began to advance; but recoverng 
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their spirits the followers of the fallen. hero soon 
avenged his death. The enemy was compelled to 
retreat; when the smoke of so incessant a fire, and 
a thick fog wh:ch arose, obliged the commanding 
general to draw off his forces. 

Colonel Lauderdale was found on the field of 
battle, with his sword firmly grasped; thus evin- 
cing in the agonies of death, that determined cour- 
age which had marked the whole course of his life. 

No person possessed in a higher degree the con- 
fidence and esteem of his commanding general, or 
of his brother officers, R.chly had he merited 
that confidence and that esteem. No officer was 
ever more correct in his deportment, or more as- 
sidious and faithful in the performance of all the 
duties which devolved upon him. Positive and 
firm in his character, he had introduced into his re- 
g.ment the strictest subordination; but while he 
enforced obedience, so impartial was his conduct 
and so tempered with mildness, that even those 
who incurred punishment were compelled to ap- 
prove the sentence under which they suffered. Be- 
loved by all, the whole army mourn his lass as that 
of a brother. 

In private life the worth of Col. Lauderdale was 
not less conspicuous than in the tented field — 
Known to possess the most inflexibie integrity, 
**vice and crime” were confounded in his presence. 

Never was man more open and ingenuous. Of 
him it might truly be said, “he carried his heart in 
hand, and those who ran might read it.” 

Humanity and charity were active and discrimi- 
nating principles in his nature, not consisting in 
tears, or professions, nor confounding the afflic- 
tions of the deserving and the undeserving, but 
extending substantial relief to those sufterings 
which crime had not produced. 

Of the social circle, Col. Lauderdale was the de- 
light and the ornament. Ever cheerful himself, he 
diffused the same happy spirit all around him. 

Haying been buried on the battle ground, it was 
an early care of the commanding general, after the 
enemy was driven from our shore, to have his re- 
mains taken up and interred with the honors of 
war, in the Protestant buying ground in the city. 
His brethren in arms, as a monument of their res- 
pect for his virtues, intend to erect a marble tomb 
to his memory, with a suitable :nscription. 

Col. Lauderdale has left an sged and virtuous 
mother, and extensive and respectable connexions 
to mourn the loss of their dearest friend. 

Over his grave the green sod will flourish, wat- 
ered by the tears of his compan.ons in arms; and 
the patriot soldier, when he recounts the toils and 
perils of battle, will heave a sigh to the memory of 
Lauderdale. 

A SOLDIER AND FRIEND. 





Important Law Case. 


CIRCUIT COURT UNITED STATES. 
Pennsylvania District, 
April, 1814 5 
GOLDEN ws. PRINCE. 


This cause came before the Court upon a case stat- 
ed, the material parts of which are set forth, by 
the Judge in his opinion—It was argued by Shoe- 
maker for the plaintiff, and by Jagersoll, Rawle 
and J. R. Mgersoll, for the defendant.—After 
hold:ng it under advisement for some days, the 
following opinion was delivered by Judge Wash- 
ington—Judge Peters not having been present at 
the argument, took no part in the decision. 


Washington Judge—This is an action brought 
upon a bill of exchange drawn by the defendant on 
the 10th of May 1811, at the island of St, Bartho- 
lemews for value received there, in favour of the 
plaintiff on himself at Philadelphia, 90 days after 
sight, which was regularly noted for non-accept- 
ance, and protested for non-payment. This action 
was brought on the 4th of May 1812, to which the 
defendant pleaded in bar, his d:scharge under a law 
of this stace, passed on the 13th of March 1812, 
for the relief of insolvent debtors, obtained provi- 
s:onally on the 23d of April, and finally on the 29th 
of May, 1812. The case agreed'states, that the de- 
fendant did noi give to the plaintiff, or to any agent 
of his, notice of the defendant’s petition, wh:ch 
was presented on the 20th of April 1812, although 
the plamtiff’s attorney was informed ot the applica- 
tion, a few days after it was made; nor has the 
pla:ntiff proved his debt, under the said proceed. 
ings. 

The act referred to in the plea, declares that a 
debtorwho has conformed to the several regula- 
tions of the law, for the purpose of vesting al! his 
property in the assignees for the benefit of his cre- 
ditors, and who has rece.ved his certificate ef dis- 
charge from the commissioners, shall be set at large 
by the sheriff, if he be imprisoned; and that such 
certificate shall be conclusive evidence of the fact, 
that such petitioner has been discharged by v.riue 
of that act, and shall be construed to discharge 
such in-olvent, trom all debts and demands due 
from him, or for which he was hable, at the date of 
such certificate, or contracted, or originating before 
that time, though payable afterwards. 

It is objected to this plea, Ist, That the act un- 
der wh.ch the discharge 1s claimed, having been 
passed since the year 1789, affords no binding rule 
of decision for this court. 2dly, That the law is 
unconstitutional and void, in two respects: Ist, as 
being a bankrupt law, and 2dly, as being a law im- 
pairing the obligation of contracts. 

The ground of the first objection is, that the 54th 
section of the judicial act of Congress, passed on 
the 24th Sept. 1789, which declares, that the laws 
of the several states, except where the constitution, 
treaties or statutes of the U. States, shall otherwise 
require or provide, shall be regarded as rules of de- 
cision in trials at common law, in the courts of the 
United States, in cases where they apply, extends 
only to such laws of the several states, as were in 
force at the time when this law was passed. Ad- 
mitting this position to be correct, it would not 
follow, that this law would not on that account have 
a binding force, or furnish a rule of decision in 
this case. 

The laws even of foreign countries where a con- 
tract is made, are by the comity of nations, re- 
garded every where as a rule of decision, inrelation 
to that coniract, and it would be strange if the 
laws of one state in which acontract was made, 
should be disregarded in any other state of the uni- 
on as a rule of decision, In like manner the laws of 
a country, which operate to d:scharge a contract 
made in the same country, are regarded and en- 
forced by foreign courts. This docimme was very 
fully examined in this court, in the case of Cam- 
franque vs. Brunelle, wpon a question of bail. In- 
dependent therefore, ot the act of congress, if a con. 
tract made in this state, or with a view to its laws, 
be discharged under a law of this state, against 
which, no constitutional objection can be made— 
such laws would be regarded as rules of decision by 
this court, as well, that which discharged the obli- 
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denied by the counse] for the plaintiff, that the con- 
tract in this case, had a view to its execution, ac- 
cording to the laws of Pennsylvania; but nothing 
can be more clear, than that the bill in Leary 
amounted to a promise made by the defendant, to 
pay the sum mentioned in it, in the city of Phila- 
delphia, 90 days after sight. Payment could have 
been demanded no where but in Philadelphia, in or- 
der to enable the plaintiff to recover. The bill in 
this case, is precisely like that in the case otf Rodin- 
son and Bland, 2nd Burr, and is consequently with- 
in the principles laid down in that case. 

These principles would. be sufficient for the de- 
cision of this part of the case, without resorting to 
the act of congress, which has been mentioned; but 
as other cases may occur where the general rule 
admitted by the comity of nations, may not entirely 
apply, and as there appears to me, to be no difficul- 
ty in giving a construction to the 34th section of 
this act; it may not be improper, to take this oppor- 
tunity of doing it. It is to be remarked, in the first 
place, that the words of this section are general, so 
as to include as well the laws of the respective 
states, which might thereafter be passed, as those 
which were then in existence. The reason for con- 
struing this section prospectively, as well as in re- 
ference to the time when this law was enacted is 
equally strong, 

The powers bestowed by the constitution, upon 
the government of the United States, were limited 
in their extent, and were not intended, nor can they 
be construed to interfere with other powers before 
vested in the state governments, which were of 
course reserved to these goverments impliedly, as 
well as by an express provision of the constitution. 
The state governments, therefore, retained the right 
to make such laws as they might think proper, 
within the ordinary functions of legislation, if not 
inconsistent with the powers vested exclusively in 
the government of the United States, and not for- 
bidden by some article of the constitution of the U 
States, or of the state; and such laws were obliga- 
tory upon all the citizens of that state, as well as 
others, who might claim rights, or redress for in- 
juries, under those laws, or in the courts of that 
state. The estabhshment of federal courts, and 
the jurisdiction granted to them in certain specified 
eases, could not consistently with the spirit and 
provisions of the constitution, impair any of the ob- 
ligations thus imposed by the laws of the state, by 
setting up in those courts, a rule of decision at va- 
riance, with that which was binding upon the citi- 
zens, and which they were bound to obey. Thus 
the laws of a state affecting contracts, regulating 
the disposition and transmission of property, real 





wards be totally varied by a subsequent law, the 
latter only would be the rule, by which property 
could be distributed or transmitted, from the time 
the law came into operation; and it can never be 
seriously contended that a person interested in this 
property, and from the adventitious circumstance 
of his residence in another state, entitled to make 
his claim either in the federal or state court, should 
recover more by resorting to the former, than he 
would have recovered, had he applied to the latter 
court. 

With respect to the rules of practice for trans- 
acting the business of the courts, a different prin- 
ciple prevails. These rules form the law of the 
court, and is in tion to the federal courts, a law 
arising under the Constitution of the United States, 
and consequently not subject to state regulations. 
It is in referenee to this principle, that the 17th 
section of the same judicial act, authorizes the 
courts of the United States, to make all necessary 
rules, for the orderly conducting business in the 
suid courts, provided the same are not repugnant 
to the laws of the U. States; and under this power, 
the different circuit courts at their first sessions, 
adopted the state practice as it then existed, which 
continues to this day, I believe, in all the states, 
except so far as the courts have thought proper 
from time to time, to alter and amend it. 

Indeed the counsel for the plaintiff in this case 
seemed to admit the distinction, between general 
laws affecting rights, and those which relate to the 
practice of the courts; but still he contended that 
the act of assembly in question afforded no rule of 
decision for this court, and could not be pleaded in 
bar of the action, because it was enacted since the 
year 1789. Now itis most clear, that a law which 
discharges a contract, is no more a law of practice 
than one under the sanction of which the contract 
was made. If it would bar the action in a state 
court, it would equally do so in a federal court— 
although the particular mode of setting up the 
bar, might depend upon the practice and rules im- 
posed by the state law upon the former courts, and 
those which the latter may have thought proper to 
adopt. 

The next question is, whether the law relied upon 
by the defendant, to bar the present action, is re- 
pugnant to the constitution of the United States, 
and on that account is not to be regarded by the 
court in this case. I shall reverse the order pursu- 
ed by the counsel, and consider, in the first place, 
whether this law is repugnant to the constitution, 
upon the ground of its impairing the obligation of 
contracts. 

it may be proper to premise, that a law may be 
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be impaired by the law. But if the law act retro- 
spectively as to other contracts, so as to impair their 
obligation, the law is invalid, or in milder terms, 
affords no rule of decision in these latter cases. 
The question then is, Whether a law of a state 
which declares that a debtor by delivering up his 
estate for the benefit of his creditors, shall be for- 
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ever dischar 
or contracted before the passage of the law, whe- 
ther the creditor do any Act or not in aid of the 
law, can be set up to bar the right of such creditor 
to recover his debt, either in a federal or state court. 
I feel no difficulty in saying that it cannot, because 
the law is in its nature and operation one which in 
the case supposed, impairs the obligation of a con- 
tract. whe 

What is the obligation of a contract? It is to do, 
or not to do a certain thing; and this may be either 
absolutely or under some condition, immediately or 
at some future time or times, and at some specified 
place. A law, therefore, which authorizes the dis- 
charge of acontract by a smaller sum, or in a dif- 
ferent manner, than the parties have stipulated, 
impairs its obligation, by substituting for the con- 
tract of the parties, one which they never entered 
into, and to the performance of which they of course 
had never consented. The old contract is com- 
pletely annulled, and a legislative contract imposed 
upon the parties in lieu of it. That a law which 
declares an existing contract to be void, impairs its 
obligation, will, I presume, be admitted by all men 
who can understand the force of the plainest terms; 
or if not so, then I should be curious to know in 
what manner the obligation of a contract can be im- 
paired? And if this be the effect of such a law, in 
what respect does it differ from another which de- 
clares that a debt consisting of a specified sum, and 
due at an appointed period of time, shall be dis- 
charged at a more distant or indeed at a different 
time, or with a smaller sum? The degree of injury 
to the creditor, may be not so great in the one case 
as in the other, but the principle is precisely the 
same. That the framers of the constitution were 
extremely jealous of the exercise of such a power 
by the state governments, is apparent from other 
parts of the section, in which the provision [ am 
examining is found. It would have been a vain 
thing to prohibit the state governments from pass- 
ing laws, by which a contract might be annulled 
or discharged, by the payment of a less sum than it 
stipulated, if they could emit bills of credit, and 
make them, or any thing but goid and silver coin, 
a tender in payment of debts; and therefore they 
are expressly proh:bitted from passing any laws, 
which might produce such a consequence. And 
yet a law which should make a depreciated paper 
currency, a tender in payment of debts, might be 
infinitely less injurious to the creditor than one 
which discharges the debt aliogether, upon the 
payment of perhaps a shilling in the pound, or any 
other sum less than that stipulated to be pa.d. 

The opinion given upon this last po:nt, decides 
the cause in favour of the plaintiff, and I might well 
spare myself the trouble of examin ng the other 
objection, mace by the plaintiff’s counsel, to the va- 
lid:ty of this law. But when I observe from the 
case under cons.deration, that sucha power is deem- 
ed by one state at least, to be mghtfully vested in 
the state legislatures, for otherwise I must suppose 
it would not have been exercised, and when I recol- 
lect that the constitution of the United States con- 
tains a grant of other powers to the general govern- 
ment, which may equ.ily with that immediately 
under consideration, be exercised by the state legis- 
lutures, if such a right exists in e:ther case, I hold 
it to be my duty to embrace the first opportunity 
which presents itself, to express the unhesitating 
opinion, which I en:ertain upon these great ques- 
tions, and thus to pave the way for as early a deci- 


ged from the payment of his debts due, 


| _No citizen feels a higher respect than F do for 
the state governments, or would be more cautious 
in questioning the validity of any laws which their 
legislatures might think proper to enact. ButI 
should very unfaithfully discharge my duty were I 
to remain a silent witness of designed or uninten- 
tional usurpations by those governments, of pow- 
ers properly belonging to the general government, 
when a case comes jndicially before me, which de- 
mands anexpression of my opinion upon those sub- 
jects. ‘Thesooner the limits which seperatethe two 
governments are marked by those authorities which 
can alone define and establish them, the less dan- 
ger there will be of serious if not fatal contesta- 
tions hereafter arising respecting essential powers 
to which a prescriptive rightmay be asserted by the 
one in opposition to the chartered rights of the oth- 
er. It is from these considerations that I venture 
respectfully, yet firmly, to examine the question, 
whether the power given to Congress to pass uni- 
form laws of bankruptcy, be exclusive of such 
power in the state governments, and whether the 
latter may excercise it whenever the former has not 
thought proper to do so. 

It would seem at the first view of this question, 
that if an unqualified power be granted to a gov- 
ernment to do a particular act, the whole of that 
power is disposed of, and nota part of it; conse- 
quently that no power over the same subject re- 
mains with those who made the grant, either to ex- 
cercise themselves, or to part with it to any other 
government. 

But if the application of this principle to the 
complicated systems of government which prevail 
in the United States, should be liable to doubt, it 
will, I presume, be admitted with this qual.ficat:on, 
that whenever such a power is given to the gene- 
ral government, the exercise of which by the state 
governments would be inconsistent with the ex- 
press grant, the whole of the power is granted, and 
consequently vests exclusively in the general gov- 
ernment.—In such a case the people resume the 
powers which before resided in the state govern- 
ments; as to this subject, without which they couid 
not grant the whole to the general government; and 
if resumed it would seem to follow that the state 
governments can in no event excercise the same 
powers without shewing either an express grant of 
it, or that it is fairly to be deduced from the cir- 
cumstance upon which the claim is founded. 

That the excercise of the power to pass bank- 
rupt and naturalization laws by the state govein- 
ments is incompatible with the grant of a power to 
Congress to pass uniform laws on the same subjec's, 
is obvious from the consideration that the former 
would be dissimilar and frequently contradictory, 
whereas the systems are directed to be umform, 
wh.ch can only be rendered so by the exclus.ve 
power in one body to form them. 

It was admitted in the argument of th's cause, 
that whenever Congress shall think proper to exer- 
‘ercise the power delegated to that body, to pxss 
uniform laws of bankruptcy, the state governments 
cannot legislate upon the sanie subject. But it was 
contended, that if Congress shall decline to exer- 
cise the power, the right to pass bankrupt laws re- 
sults to the state governments. This conclusion 
appears to me to beg the whole question in contro- 
versy. It resigns all claim to a concurrent right in 
the state governments, and sets up one which is to 
‘arise ena condition, not to be found in the consti- 
tution, but which is gratuitously interpolated into 
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If then this claim of the state legistatnre is rot 




















founded upon any express grant made to them in 
the constitution, is it to be deduced from the cir- 
cumstance of a non user of the power of Congress? 
This doctrine appears to me as extravagant as it is 
novel. {t has no analogy that I know of, in legal 
or political science. It must in some way or other 
be likened to the case of forfeiture, which could 
not as I conceive, answer the purpose, because if 
the power of Congress is, upon principles purely 
legal, devested by an omission to exercise a valid 
right, it would notof necessity result to the state 
governments, but would more naturally fall to the 
people. If the forfeiture be political, then this ab- 
surdity would follow, that Congress would possess 
aright to do by omission, what it must be admitted 
they would not effect by any direct and positive act. 
That is, to delegate to the state governments, the 
power of legislation over a particular subject, of 
which the people had thought proper not only to 
deprive the staie governments, but to vest exclu- 
sively in the national legislature. The inconveni- 
ence of dissimilar and discordant rules upon the 
subjects of bankrupicy and of naturalization, no 
doubt suggested to the framers of the constitution 
the remedy which that body adopted, of vesting 
the right to legislate in those cases in the general 
government, that some uniform system might pre- 
vail throughout the United States, if Congress 
sheuld think that any regulations upon these sub- 
jectsoughtatallto bemade. Now it would not only 
violate the express grant of these powers to Con- 
gress, but the policy which led the convention to 
withdraw them from the state governments, if they 
should be constreed to result by implication to the 
latter, on account of the omission of the former to 
exercise them. But let us examine into the reason- 
ableness of this pretension of the state legislatures, 
and see if the policy which induced the grant of 
these powers to Congress, be not effectually an- 
swered by the omission of Congress to legislate on 
those subjects, as much so as if they had. Suppose 
then the subject of a bankrupt law to be brought 
before Congress, and the questions to be whether 
such a system be a wise one under any circuinstan- 
ces, or be at all suitabie to the present state of the 
country, and that body should in its wisdom decide 
negatively on those questions. It would seem to fol- 
low that no bankrupt law ought to exist in the Uni- 
ted Staies for the reasons which induced the rejec- 
tion of any plan to establishsuch a system. In this 
case what is Congress to do inorder to give effect 
to this measure of policy? The answer is plain, re. 
ject the bill and do nothing. Then the law of the 
land would be that no man is compelled against his 
will to deliver up his property to be distributed 
amongst his creditors, and consequently that he is 
at all times lable tothe payment of his debts un- 
less discharegd by some other legal means. Nor 
will it be said that the state legislatwres availing 
themselves of the silence of Congress on this sub- 
ject, canbe at liberty to thwart the very policy 
which induced it, and pass laws upon the subject 
not only changing the state of the law as Congress 
had constitutionally left it, but impugning the pol- 
icy which led the convention to deprive the state 
legislatures of the power altogether; by imposing 
upon the country at large a variety of systems, in- 
sieud of one umtorm system? ‘lo argue, that to 


prevent such an absurd consequence, Congress must 
legislate upon the subject, is to assert that in the 
exercise of a power intended to promote the gene- 
ral good, Congress must do some act which in its 
Wisdom it believes wall produce a public evil--Do 
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wrong that good may come of it—a doctrine as per- 
nicious in politicks as it is wicked in morals. How 
would state laws upon this subject and in the case 
supposed, differ otherwise than in degree, from 
similar laws passed, inconsistent with sush as Con- 
gress might think proper to enact upon the same 
subject? In the one case the policy and the law of 
Congress might be opposed in part only by the 

state law. But in theother, the whole policy and 

law is defeated-by inconsistent rules upon a subject, 

where Congress supposed that it was unwise to es- 

tablish even a uniform rule. 

The subject of naturalization is strongly illus- 

trative of the principles wh.ch this course of rea- 

soning is intended to prove. The power to pass 

laws upon this subject is found in the same section, 

and is expressed in words of the same import with 

that respecting bankruptcies. Now suppose Con- 
gress deliberating whether the naturalization of 
foreigners ought upon any, or upon what terms to 
be allowed—That the consultation of that body 
should end in the conviction, that the natural popu- 
lation is most conducive to the public interest, and 
therefore that no encouragement ought to be given 
to the migration of foreigners to the United States. 
In what manner is this policy to be rendered ettec- 
tual? Congress cannot for the purpose of prevent- 
ing the state legislatures from interfering in this 
business, pass a negative law, declaring that fo- 
riegners shall not be naturalized, because if the 
constitution forbids the exercise of such a power 
by the state legislatures, such a law would be 
worse than unnecessary; and if it does not forbid 
it, then it would be void. Nothing then remains 
for that body, but as in the former case, to do 
nothing. 

This then, according to the argument on the part 
of the defendant is to be the signal for the state 
legislatures to commence their operations. Virg:nia, 
for example, is of opinion that tor the purpose of 
settling her :xtensive waste and uncultivated lands, 
the migration of foreigners to that state ought by 
every means to be encouraged, and in order to fa- 
vour this policy, she declares that the residence of 
a year or a month without any other restriction 
whatever, shall be sufficient to entitle all foreign- 
ers to the right of naturalization in that state? 
They are accordingly made citizens, and after the 
constitutional period, are chosen to represent that 
state in the national legislature, and emigrating to 
the other states, they claim all the privileges of 
natural born citizens of those st:ves. 

The other states might well complain, that al- 
though the people had declared their willingness 
to admit foreigners to the privileges of natural 
born citizens, provikled the regulations under which 
this admission is granted were formed by the unit- 
ed wisdom of the representatives of all the states, 
but that they had never granted to one state the 
right of legislation over the other states. They 
might contend that the introduction of foreigners 
to the elecioral franchise, and still more into the 
national legislature, was an experiment dangerous 
to the tranquility and the weitfure of the nation; 
that they might be tainted with principles un- 
friendly to our republican institutions, and with 
foreign attachments, wholly incompatible with 
their duties as citizens and legislators; that if ad- 
mitted at all, they should not only abjure all alle- 
giance to any other government,and it of the or- 
der of nobility, renounce all cla.m to the same, but 
that they ought to be men of good moral charac- 





ter, and attached to the constitut.on of the United 
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States: and finally, that the grant of this privilege 
should be preceded by a probationary residence in 
the United States for a length of time sufficient to 
afford the necessary proof of the reality of these 
qualifications in the appl.cant. 

To these complaints what could reason oppose? 
Nothing—She must be silent. And is this then a 
case where powtrs not expressly given by the con- 
stitution are to be assumed by construction and 
implication’ It certainly will not be contended, 
that the powers to pass bankrupt and naturaliza- 
tion laws are by the amendments to the constitu- 
tion reserved to the states, in cases where they are 
exercised by Congress, because this reservation is 
made only of such powers as are not granted to the 
general government—if granted, it would seem to 
follow that they are not reserved to the states or to 
the people. 

But it is not in my opinion correct to say, that 
Congress by refusing to pass laws on those sub- 
jects, has not exercised the powers confided to 
that body by the constitution in relation thereto. 
The i A amounts to a declaration of the pub- 
lic will, that such laws are unwise, and ought not 
to exist. 
state pretensions, this monstrous doctrine must be 
maintained, that one or more states may pass laws 
not only in opposition to the policy and legislative 
will of the general government, but to the laws of 
the other states, enacted upon the same subjects, 
which to a certain extent, they partially repeal: a 
a doctrine leading to such absurd and dangerous 
consequences ought to have something more solid 
to stand upon, than a constructive grant of power. 

Iam, upon the whole, of opinion, that the law 
under which the certificate is pleaded in bar of the 
action is altogether unconstitutional for the reason 
last assigned, and is so in reference to this debt for 
the first reason. 

I desire, that it may be distinctly understood, 
that I do not mean to give any op.nion on the sub- 
ject of insolvent laws, acts of limitation, and the 
like; because they are not now before me; and suf- 
ficient to the day will be the evil thereof. I have 
introduced the subject of laws of naturalization, be- 
cause Ifind that subject in all respects, precisely like 
that which is particularly -nvolved in this cause. 


Forgery Legalized. 


The following case, extracted from the 
the first Volume. of Espinasse’s Nisi Prius 
cases, is interesting to the American peo- 
ple, as evineing the ideas of morality en- 
tertained by the British government. 
What must be thought of a government 
professing a rigid adherenee to the Laws 
of Nations, when the highest legal funetion- 
ary of the government can proclaim in 
open court, that in this infamous transac- 
tion he sees nothing contrary to the Laws 
of Nations or of good faith? May we not 
apprehend that the noted Stephen Bur- 
roughs has already been engaged by that 
gavernment, to inundate the country with 
forged paper through Castine? In the 
Dictionary of the British Government, it 
would seem that dolus meant forgery, and 
mrtus, conflagration, rape, and robbery. 

“Vat. Intel. 


And yet upon the argument in favor o7 





SHONGITHARM vs, LexKyYn. 

Case on a promissory note —The note 
was drawn by the defendant, payable to 
one Calson, and by Calson endorsed to the 
plaintiff. The plaintiff proved the defen- 
dant’s hand writing,—the endorsement by 
Calson. 

Erskine for the defendant, stated his de- 
fence to be, that Lukyn was a stationer, 
and the plaintiff an engraver; and that the 
note upon which the action was brought 
was given to Calson for the purpose of 
paying the plaintiff for the engraving of 
copper plates, upon which French assigs 
nats were to be forged, and contended that, 
as the consideration of the note was fraud, 
that it contaminated the whole transaction, 
and rendered the note not recoveroble by 
law. 

Calson, the endorser, was called as the 
witness. He proved that Lukyn, the de- 
fendant, having it in contemplation to 
strike off impressions of a considerable 
quantity of assignats to be issued abroad, 
had applied to him for the purpose of re- 
commending an engraver for the purpose 
of engraving the necessary plates, and that 
Lukyn represented to him that they were 
for the Duke of York’s army. 

He said that they applied to Shongi- 
tharm, the plaintiff, who at first declined 
the business totally; but that being assured 
by the witness that it was sanctioned b 
the government, and was for the use of the 
Duke of York’s army, he then consented. 
The witness further denied, that it ever 
was communicated to the. plaintiff, that 
they were to be circulated for any purpose 
than he had represented. 

Lord Kenyon said, that if the present 
{ransaction was grounded ona fraud, or 
contrary to the laws of nations or of good 
faith, he should have held the notes to be 
void; but that it did not appear that there 
was any fraud in the case; or any violation 
of positive law. Whether the issuing of 
these assignats for the purpose of distress- 
ing the enemy was lawful in earrying on 
the war, he was not prepared to say: or 
whether it came within the rule an dolus 
an virtus quis in hoste requiritt? But let 
that be as it might, it did not apply to the 
present case. It was not in evidence that 
the plaintiff was a party in any fraud, or 
that it was ever communicated to him that 
the assignats were to be issued for any im- 
proper purpose. On the contrary, he sup- 
posed that they were circulated by the au- 
thority of the higher powers of this coun- 
try, and therefore did not question the pro- 
priety or legality of the measure. 

His Lordship declared his opinion to be, 
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that the consideration was not impeached, 
and that the plaintiff was entitled to re- 
cover. 

The Jury found a verdict for the plain- 
tiff. 


wae 


Important Report oti Medical 


Science. 

The following able and interesting re- 
pert was unanimously agreed: to by the 
Senate of this state, on ‘Tuesday, the 11th 
instant It thus appears that the recent 
attempts made for organizing another 
Medical Schoo! in New-York, in opposi- 
tion to the acts of the Legislature and the 
regents of the university, have completely 
failed of suceess. Facets justify the asser- 
tion, that, in the means of instruction, the 
College of Physicians and Surgeors, of 
that city is second to no similar institution 
in the United States, and that this school 
of medicine is eminently deserving of the 
support of an enlightened Legislature. 

Albany Argus. 
Mr. Cochran; from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled ‘‘an act to 
incorporate the trustees of the Medical 

Institution of the state of New-York,” 

reported, 

‘That the preamble to the bill states, 
‘that Archibald Bruce and others have 
been for several years associated for the 
poveere of giving instruction in all the 

ranches of medieal science, and have, for 
that purpose, selected skilful lecturers, 
and provided a suitable building, together 
with chemical and philosophieai appara- 
tus, anatomical preparations, and other 
things necessary to accomplish the end 
they have im view; and, therefore, pray 
to he incorporated.” 

The objects stated in the preamble, to 


be carried into effect by the provisious of 


the bill, are undoubtedly laudable; and if 
the attainment of therh by the means pro- 
posed, were not inconsistent with that gen- 
eral system of education adopted by our 
laws and the interests of established insti- 
tutions, your committee could see no ob- 


jection to the bill which they have had 


under consideration. 


The various laws which have been pass- 
ed since the revolutionary war, to promote 
science 
throughout the state, while they disclose 
difficulties, evince at the same time, the 
strong solicitude which our Iegistature 


the diffusion of literature and 


have always felt on the subject. Without 


a particular referénce to these acts, it will 
only be neeessary for the present, in order 
to form a more correct opinion of the mat- 
ter submitted to your committee, to give a 


M 


short history of the origin and progress of 
the medical institutions in this state. 


In the year 1792, the board of trustees of 
Columbia College, organized a medical fa- 
eulty, connected with the College, and 
professors of distinguished talents were 
appointed to deliver leecanes on the differ- 
ent branches of medicine. Though the 
annexation of such a faculty deserved coms 
mendation, yet, for causes not necessary to 
mention here, the benefits arising from it 
were very limited—only thirty-four stu- 
dents since its creation to the year 1814, 
had completed their courses of study, and 
received the medical honors of the institue 
tion. 


By an act, passed as early as the year 
1791, power was given to the regents of 
the university of the state, to establish a 
college of physicians and surgeons within 
the state. Believing that only one medi- 
eal institution in the city of New-York, 
with power to confer degrees sanctioned by 
authority, and conducted with ability and 
attention, would best promote the advances 
ment of medical science, the regents were 
unwilling to exercise the power vested in 
them by said act. Considerations of ex- 
pediency, however, affecting the interests 
of seience, as well as ether interests aris- 
ing from causes not implicating the distin- 
guished gentlemen filling the different pro- 
fessorships in this miediecal school, deter- 
mined that honorable body on the 12th of 
March 1807, to grant a charter, establish- 
ing the present college of physicians and 
surgeons of the city of New-York. The 
incorpofation of this institution, under the 
patronage of the regents, and its sanction 
by the legislature, gave very general sat- 
isfaetion, and the benefits whieh have re- 
sulted from it during the period of its ex- 
istence, are to be seen in the annual re- 
ports to the regents of the university. Its 
successful progress was, however, for a 
short time retarded by feuds and discon- 
tents among the professional members of 
the institution, and of others, arising prin- 
cipally from competition and rivalry be- 
tween medical schools in the same city; 
whose objects were the same. It was 
therefore deemed advisable by the re- 
gents, to whom representations of these 
disorders had been made, to te-model the 
eollege of physicians, and this was aceord- 
ingly done on the first of April 1814, in- 
grafting alterations upon their character, 
principally with a view to their union 
with the medical faculty of Columbia Col- 
lege. ‘his union was finally and happily 
effeeted at the last session of the regents, 
in 481+, and to the satisfaction of all gou- 
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cerned: and the United School now com- 
bines the most eminent medieal talents im 
the state in one splendid seminary, under 
the general superintendance of the honora- 
ble the regents, aided by the patronage and 
liberal endowments of the legislature. 

It is not now deemed necessary to state 
particularly any additional facts with re- 
gard to the medical college of New-York. 
How extensive is the system of medical 
education which it embraces, will be fully 
understood when the committee make it 
known that complete courses of instruction 
are provided for in the College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons in the eity of New- 
York, on anatomy, surgery and physiology; 
on the theory and practice of physic and 
‘clinical medicine; on ehymistry; on mate- 
ria medica; on the principles and practice 





of surgery; on the clinical practice of med- 
icine; on midwifery and the diseases of: 
women and children; on natural history; 
on medical jurisprudence; and on natural 
philosophy, by able professers appointed 
for the purpose. 

After perceiving so many difficulties and | 
so many impediments to harmony, at length 
removed by the united effortsand exertions 
of the regents of the university, and of some 
eminent professional gentlemen, connected | 








the efforts of the best men and the most en- 
lightened legislators of our country. It has 
been the work of time, and in the resuit of 
much experience. 

To incorporate, therefore, by special 
acts of the legislature, seminaries of learn- 
ing, upon the application of private asso- 
ciations, and particularly another medical 
institution in the city of New-York, would 
in the opinion of your committee, by such 
innovations upon this admirable structure, 
totaily derange, if not break down some of 
our most useful and settled literary estab- 
iishments, Your committee are therefore 
of opinion that the bill ought to be rejeet- 
ed. 





To the Legislature of Virginia. 
The memorial and petition of the Religious 
Mociety of Friends (commonly called 
Guakers. ) 
Respectfully Show, 
That your memorialists, estimating the 
high regard with which the legislature 
will be disposed to consider every subject 


oe the great principles of civil or re- 
ligious liberty, beg leave to solicit your at- 


tention to the militia laws of this common- 
wealth, and to the incompatibility which 
sometimes results between the requisitions 
of the law, and the obligations of religious 


with the then medical institutions in the! duty. 


city of New-York, that your committee 


In this enlightened age and country, and 


should countenance the application before ‘before this legislature, your memorialists 
them, would be to renew the like misun- conceive it unnecessary to urge the unalien- 
derstandings and the like dissentions,'able rights of conscience, or to adduce 


which have hitherto prevailed, much to 
the injury of medical science. ! 

It is of some importance to take into 
view, on this occasion, the well digested 
plans contained in our laws, so admirably | 
calculated to promote useful knowledge in! 
the various departments of science. 

The act constituting the regents of the 
university of the state, gives to that body 
the right at discretion, under its particular 
provisions to iteerporate colleges and 
other seminaries of learning, and a super- 
intending power over them. Being ena- 
bied to hold property, real and personal, 
to the amount of the annual meome of 
40,000 bushels of wheat, and possessing no 
inconsiderable funds from the liberality 
and munificence of the state, its judicious 
distribution from time to time, among the 
academies in the difierent counties, is ev- 
idenced by the success which has attended 
it in the present flourishing state ot learn- 
ing. As a part of this excellent system, 
the committee recognize the law incorpo- 
rating medical societies in each county, 
for the purpose of régulating the practice 
of physic and surgery. in all this is seen| 





any arguments to siow, that the relations 
between man and his creator, neither can 
nor ought to be preseribed or controlled, 
by any human authority. It is unneees- 
sary, because the proposition is self-evi- 
dent, and especially beeause it is one of 
the fundamental principles, upon which 
the civil and political institations of this 
country are established. This prineiple is 
reeognized in the bill of rights; it is con- 
firmed by the law of 1785, passed in the 
evlightened and liberal spirit of that in- 
strument; and the state itself, by its eonven- 
tion which ratified the federal constitution 
expressly declared, that «the liberty of 
conscience eannot be eaneelied, abridged, 
restrained, or modified by any authority 
of the United States.” ‘The free exercise 
of religion, therefore, is pot merely tole- 
rated; it is declared in the most solemn 
form, it is confirmed in the most explicit 
manner. 

But the liberty of conscience, your me- 
morialists conceive, eannot be restricted 
to the mere liberty of thinking or to the 
silent and unseen modifications of religious 
opinion. Religion has duties to be perform- 
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ed; and it points out offences to be avoid- 
ed; its free exercise must therefore consist 
in an active compliance with its dictates, 
enforced by no legal compulsion, or re- 
strained by no legal impediment. 

Your memorialists, in common with 
every virtuous citizen, would disclaim any 
exemption, under the colour of religious 
liberty, from the universal obligations of 
moral duty. But the law of 1793, in mak- 
ing “overt aets” of an injurious nature, 
the limit of the privilege, and the criterion 
of the abuse, removes all danger to the 
community. Any encroachment on the 
rights of others, or violation of the moral 
law, under pretence of liberty of consei- 
ence, would immediately betray its own 
guilt and hypocrisy, and afford a legitimate 
cause for the interposition of the civil au- 
thority. 

These considerations are suggested, as 
applicable to the ease, which is now sub- 
mitted to the wisdom and justice of the le- 
gislature. 

Your memorialists are Christians; and 
impressed with the firm conviction that 
war is forbidden under the gospel, they 





cannot bear arms. ‘T'o require it under le- 


it is believed, of their sincerity and the 
justice of their claim, exempted them from 
the obligation to bear arms, and from cer- 
tain fines and penalties which had been im- 
posed on their non-compliance with mili- 
tary requisitions. But the laws are chang- 
ed. They now require that your memo- 
ralists, notwithstanding the insuperable ob- 
jection of their religious scruples, should 
be trained to arms. Their refusal subjects 
them to fines, which, within certain limita- 
tions are fixed at the discretion of the courts 
martial, and become in numerous instances 
extremely oppressive. Nor is this all— 
your memorialists conceive that a volunta- 
ry payment ofa fine imposed on them for 
adherence to their religious duty, or the 
receiving of surplus money arising from 
the sale of their property seized for the 
satisfying of these demands, would be to 
acknowledge a delinqueney which they 
eannot admit, and to become parties ina 
traffic or commutation of their principles. 
Hence also considerable loss is sustaimed. 
And notwithstanding your memorialists 
may acknowledge that many officers of the 
government, in these gases manifest great 
reluctance, and execute their trust with 


gal penalties, is then to reduce them to the!/serupulous regard to the sufferers; yet 


alternative of refusing a compliance with, 
the laws of their country, or of violating 
what they most solemnly believe is to them 
a law of God, clothed with the same most 
lawful sanetions. 





Your memorialists plead no new doc- 


there are other instanees, in which wanton 
depredations are made on the property of 
individuals. 

Your memoralists are aware that it may 
be said that the law does not discriminate 
between them and others, and that they 


trines; they set up no covel pretensions.— ought equally to. support the publie bur- 
They ask permission only to practice the! dens, and yield their services to the exi- 
precepts of Jesus Christ—to athere to the! gencies of the state. This objection sup- 
principles which prevailed through the poses that a general law cannot have a 
first centuries of the Christian dispensa-) partial or unequal operation. It supposes 
tion, which pious men through every sub-' too, that what may be deemed a national 
sequent age have maintamed; and which|concern, may supersede the chartered 
their predecessors from the time they have rights and privileges of the people. But 
been known as a religious society, under; your memorialists cannot suppose that 
various forms of government, and through these principles, which indeed are no other 
sufferings imposed by rigorous and perse- than maxims of tyranny, will ever be de- 
euting laws, have uniformly supported. = jliberately adopted or acted upon dy this 

It is true that in the lapse of time, the|legislature. If one member of the eommu- 
spirit of persecution has faded before the) vity believe it his duty to fight, and slay 
hohts of truth. Our own country, as alrea-| the enemies of his country, and if any be- 
dy stated, has been particularly distinguish-; lieve that he is prohibited by divine com- 
ed for maintaining the principles of civil] mand, from planning the desiraction or 
and religious liberty, and for rejecting those | shedding the blood of his fellow creatures: 
of coercive law and religious intolerance. | the question, as relates te the present sub- 
The very grievance to which we now soli-jjeet, is not, whieh, or whether either is 
eit your attention. has been acknowledged| wrong, but whether the law, commanding 
and redressed. A legislature, composed of| both to take arms, would not operate une- 
enlightened statesmen and sages, who had |qually, and violate the rights of coascience! 
assisied in establishing the chartered rights |it would operate unequally, beeause it 
of America, who had seen the principles |decs not discriminate; because, to the con- 
which your memorialists maintain, tested | science of the one it would enjoin the per- 
through the revolutionary war, convineed,| formance of a duty; to that of the other the 
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commission of a crime. It would violate the 
liberty of conscience, because it would com- 

ei, under pains and penalties, the per- 
Firvsdinge of an act, which is believed of 
fensive to the Divine Being. Human au- 
thority cannot like the great searcher of 
hearts, try the spirits of men res;ecting 
truth and error, it cannot remit the peva!- 
ties of sin, or contro} the convictions of the 
heart; and, therefore, in this country at 
Jeast, the liberty of conscience is wisely 
placed beyond the sphere of legislation, and 
protected from the encroachment of any 
power in the government. 

It may be recollected too, that in every 
nation of the civilized world where this so- 
ciety is found, they profess and maintain 
the same principles. ‘That no hope of re- 
ward, no dread of punishment, nor confis- 
cations, imprisonments or death, would in- 
duce them to bear arms against this coun- 
try, or in any other cause whatever, and| 
that every attempt to coerce them would 
result on the one side, in the triumph of 
principle, however severely tested, and in 
unavailing persecution on the other. 

While it is therefore evident that the 
ostensibie object of the law, for training 
them to arms eannot be effected, and it 1s 





resumed, from the general notorjety of 


tions, will receive a candid and impartial 
consideration. 

It would be useless, I apprehend, in in- 
troducing the subject, to enter into any 
minute inquiry respecting the nature and 
rights of men in society; or to examine 
any of the various theories of government, 
to find in how many ways, those rights 
have been abused. The American peo- 
ple understand this subject. ‘They did not, 
in establishing the empire of liberty, on 
the basis of equal laws, look to the pittance 
of privilege, which had in different ages, 
been extorted from bigotry, or wrung from 
the grasp of power. No; they were men, 
and conscious of their rights; they were 
brethren, aod saw that their rights were 


equal preserve them, they did not 
setup hom n beings like themselves, with 
crowns and mitres on their heads, and 


comimii to their ambition, eupidity and ca- 
price, for safe Keeping and distribution, 
those sacred immunities with which their 
Creator bad endowed them—which he had 
made coexistent with mind itself—inherent 
and unalienable. It was to preserve to 
themselves these inestimable blessings, to 
transmit them to their children, to guard 
them for ever from usurpation, that, view- 
ing the whole ground of polity with a dis- 


their prineiples, that it is not even expect-|criminating eye, they declared irrevocably, 


ed to be attained —while your memorialists | 


believe that the principles they hold can 
in no sense prove injurious to the commu- 
nity, and are persuaded that this :egislature 
would disclaim the idea of raising revenue 
by laws inflicting fines on the free exercise 
of couscience—they trust that a privilege 
eonferred by the Supreme Being, and by 
the highest authority in this country de- 
clared sacred and inviolable, may be safely 
expected from its justice and liberality.— 
They therefore respectfully petition, that 
the laws imposing military requisitions 
and penalties for non-compliance, may be 
considered, as they respect your petition- 
ers, and such relief afforded, as to the wis- 
dom of the legislature, shall seem just and 
necessary. 

Signed by order and on behalf of a meet- 
ing of the representatives of the aforesaid 
society, held in Dinwiddie county, the 17th 
of the 14th month, t810. By 

BENJAMIN BATES, 
Clerk at the time. 
The following letter was addressed by Ben- 
jumin Bates (bearer of the above memo- 
rial.) to a member of the legislature. 

The friendly manner in which we dis- 
eussed together the principles of our me- 
morial (now before the legislature) induces 
me to hope, that a few additional obserya- 








that conscience belougs to God, and civil 
government to the people. 

On this principle their whole political 
structure is erected, henee the law ema- 
nates, and every power in the government 
is bound by its authority. So it stands up- 
on paper; byt how does it operate in prae- 
tive? ds the liberty of conscience indeed 
preserved inviolate? Do the laws impose no 
other restraints on religious freedom, than 
are sufficient to preserve the peace and or- 
der of society? Are none of the honest, and 
inoffensive inhabitants of this eommon- 
wealth taxed, fined or harrassed in their 
persons or property, on account of their re- 
ligious tenets? These are questions which 
the patriot and statesman may ponder, but 
the answer is obvious and undeniable. The 
liberty of conscience is abridged: the laws 
do impose other restraints than those con- 
templated by the act, “establishing religi- 
ous freedom;”? and a number of peaceable 
and useful citizens, are exposed to fines 
and penalties, on account of their religi- 
ous principles. How is this infraction of 
natural and constitutional right to be ac- 
counted for? It will not be said, that either 
those people or their principles were un- 
known, when the declaration of rights 
was made, and the form of government 
established, It will not be pretegded, that 
they were excluded from the common 
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privileges of citizens, and the common 
rights of humanity. No, but it is said that 
the government must be defended; and 
they are therefore enrolled for the purpose 
of learning the use of the firelock and bay- 
onet, and for acquiring the art of inflicting 
death with the greatest expedition and ef- 
fect; men whose religion is a system of uni- 
versal benevolence; who believe God Al- 
mighty forbids animosity, revenge and vio- 
Jence; and who are assured, that disobedi- 
ence tohis commands, involves dreadful and 
eternal consequences. 


This society maintain, with the fram- 
ers of our constitution, and in con- 
formity with the repeatedly declared 
sense of the American people, that go- 
vernment has no right to bring the 
laws of God and m@&n into competition, 
and that there exists no authority in any 
department thereof, to cancel, abridge, 
restrain or modify the liberty of con- 
science. When this declaration was 
solemnly made the last time by the peo- 
ple of this state, and reciprocated by the 
Whole union, the society of Friends 
were exempt by law, as well as by their 
constitutional privileges, both from mi- 
litia duty and personal services in war. 
Did not the law which afterwards. sub- 
jected them, under heavy penalties, to 
all the requisitions of the military sys- 
tem, “abridge” this liberty af conscience 
which had been thus solemnly guaran- 
teed? And if it did, ought not an evi- 
dence of the fact, and an appeal to the 
justice of the country, to be sufficient to 
restore them fo their rights? The fact is 
undeniable—the appeal is made, and its 
success, perhaps, ought not to be doubt- 
ed. Butin the mean time, the subject is 
variously canvassed, and many objec- 
tions and difficulties are thrown in the 
way. We have referred, in our memo- 
rial, to the rights of conscience, as a na- 
tural and constitutional privilege; but 
we are told the liberty of conscience is 
an abstract principle, and as such is not 
to be relied on in particular cases. What 
is an abstract principle? Is it some re- 
mote indefinite truth, which may be in- 
differently remembered or forgotten? Or 
is it some proposition to which the un- 
derstanding assents, but which is still to 
be tested by experience? 


Now, it cannot be supposed, that the 
men, selected by the people, to mark out 





lightened nation, would so insignifieantly 

employ their time and abuse their trust, 

as to set down as a declaration of rights, 

any random propositions that might chance 

to occur to their recollection as true. The 

fathers of American liberty did not attract 

to themselves the gratitude of their coun- 

try and the admiration of the world, by 

writing merely what was true, but for ser 

lecting the very truths they meant to estab- 

lish—for drawing an insuperable, unalter- 

able line of separation between those pow, 

ers which a free people may confide in 

their government, and those inherent and 
unalienable rights which they retain to 
themselves. It was expressly for the pre- 
servation of those rights that the constitu- 
tion was formed. Its barriers were laid 
strong and deep around them; and when- 
ever they are broken down, tyranny and 
oppression will resume their course. Nor 
ean it be thought that this liberty of con- 
science was introduced as a new or untried 
principle. The statesman of our country 
were not such novices in the subject of 
law and government, or 60 unacquainted 
with human nature, as to suppose, that the 
rights of conscience had never been tested. 
Nor would they, if such had been their 
opinion, expose the nation to difficulties 
and danger by a novel and presumptuous 
experiment. No—These men understood 
their subject. Its nature, its history and 
its importance, were familiar to their 
minds. They knew how readily the pride 
of opinion and the possession of power, 
combine to produce intolerance—They 
knew that a denial of their rights consti- 
tutes the worst species of tyranny. Na- 
tions have groaned for ages under its m- 
fluences, and to preserve this country from 
a similar fate they held forth the right of 
conscience—Not as an abstract metaphyst- 
cal notion, but as a living, indestructable 
privilege, of which no law saculd ever de- 
prive a citizen? 

But why was it necessary to guard those 
rights with such anxious solicitude? Why 
enshrine them in the constitution, and pro- 
teet them with such jealous care from the 
powers of the legislature? Is not the gov- 
ernment derived from the people? Is it not 
administered by their agents, and solely 
for their benefit? And eannot the people be 
trusted with the guardianship of their own 
privileges? ‘The answer is plain—a gov- 
ernment of the people is necessarily a gov- 
ernment of the majority, but the majority, 
if they are not bound by constitutional res- 
traints, May, in securing their own rights, 
overlook or violate the rights of others.— 


the boundaries ofthe law, and to fix the ‘But would it not be mockery to tell the mi- 
limits of power ia great, free and eu- jnority,under those cireumstances, that they 
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ought not to complain—that their country 
is a free republic, and themselves integral 
parts of the sovereign authority? Would 
they not be sensible that their rights and 
liberties depended on the will and lay at 
the mercy of individuals, and that how- 
ever many or few those individuals might 
be, and under whatever forms their pro- 
ceedings might be conducted, an arbitrary 
government is still despotism, and the sub- 
jects of it are slaves? Hence the necessity 
of constitutional restraints; and when those 
are properly established; when government 
simply occupies the ground on which it is 
placed, si exercises only the powers 
which have been submitted to its direction, 
the decisions of the majority become the 
legitimate rules of action, and every mem- 
ber of the community (whatever may be his 
opinion of their wisdom or expediency) 1s 
bound to obey them. This is presumed to 
be the true definition of a free government. 
But of what avail, under any form of gov- 
ernment, is the attempt to enslave the 
mind? As soon would the academy devise 
means to arrest or control the revolutions 
of the solar system,as the legislature of any 
country to find laws that would bind the 
free spirit of man, How long has tyranny 
tortured its invention, and varied the ap- 

aratus, for discovering this grand desider- 
atum? Creeds, tests and anathemas have 
been tried. Stripes, fetters and dungeons 
have done their best. Racks, flames and 

ibbets have exhausted all their powers, 
and all have ended in miserable disap- 
pointment. Andis it not diffieult to con- 
ceive how the notion ever came to be en- 
tertained on this side the Atlantie? The 
genius of our eountry did not borrow even 
the mildest feature of such a system; and 
it is certainly not eengenial with our bab- 
its of thinking, to suppose that the mind 
may be fettered by putting a chain upon 
the leg, or that a man’s heart ean be di- 
vested of its convictions, by a warrant to 
take his cattle. 

But admitting, that the liberty of econ- 
science is both a natural and constitutional 
right, and that it is physically impossible 
to contro! the free agency of the mind, stili 
itis contended that an expedient may be 
found which shail protect those rights 
from violation, and at the same time satis- 
fy the law, which would otherwise infringe 
them. 

Thus, if the legislature enjoin the per- 
formance of certain duties, on which it is 
supposed the very existence of government 
depends, and these duties happen to inter- 
fere with the constitutional rights of any 
individual, let that individual! pay an equi- 


valent, and be excused. If it be a milita- 
ry service, for instance, and his religious 
principles forbid him to fight, let him pay 
a tax for the support of schools, and make 
the tax equal to the military service. The 
argument fairly stated, stands thus: The 
legislature shall not restrain the free ex- 
ercise of conscience, but they may levy a 


fine upon the advantages derived from the 


exemption. 

Have I any objection to the support of 
schools? Far from it. I should rejoice to 
see knowledge and virtue diffused among 
the lower classes of society. I would 
cheerfully pay an equal tax for the pur- 
pose, and might be disposed to encourage 
it by a voluntary contribution. But when 
I paya partial tax,a fine, 1 am neither 
discharging the common duties of a citi- 
zen, nor doing an act of benevolence; I am 
paying what is considered by the govern- 
ment as a debt; and for what eonsidera- 
tion? Plainly for being allowed the liberty 
of conscience. But I do not desire the lib- 
erty of conscience frem the government; I 
hold it by a tenure antecedent to the insti- 
tution of civil society—it was secured to me 
in the social compact, and was never sub- 
mitted to the legislature at all; they have 
therefore no privilege to grant or withhold 
at their pleasure, and certainly no pretence 
of right or authority to sell it for a price.— 
it appears then, that this exelusive tax for 
the support of schools is a groundless and 
oppressive demand. It is a muster fine in 
disguise, and violates the very principle it 
seemed torespeet. Butis it not unreason- 
able, itis asked, that our fellow-citizens, 
who believe war to be allowable and neces- 
sary, should be subjected to the hardships 
and privations incident to the training and 
service, while we, under the protection of 
our religious principles, enjoy complete ex- 
emption? 

We answer, no. If those eitizens do be- 
lieve that war is necessary for their de- 
fence, :f they conceive it to be their duty 
and their interest to fight—if it accords 
with their religious prineiples to repel ag- 
gressions by the sword—if in the full exer- 
cise of their privileges, they give to the go- 
vernment authority to conmand them in 
these services, this is their own act and 
they cannot complain of the consequences. 

But aman is not the judge of his neighbour’s 
consc ence, and if the powers they surrender for 
themselves, involve constitutional privileges, they 
are binding only on those who have consented to 
them. 

May I enquire what it is that constitutes the ob- 
ligation to fight for one’s country? I mean to ap- 
ply the question to a free people, for under a des- 





potism the will of the master is the obligation of 
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the slave. What is it then in a free country that 
induces aman to go to war? Is it the protection of 
his rights? But what rights has he to protect, 
whose most essential privileges are already wrested 
from him? Or is it the interest which every indi- 
vidual feels in preserving his property, his home, 
his children, his frends? Have not all some inter- 
esting attachments? Have not all some endearing 
objects that cling about the heart? And is not the 
heart? And is not the aggregate of those their 
country’ Every man, therefore, engaged by com- 
mon consent ina defensive war, considers that he is 
fighting tor him-eii and his domestic enjoyments. 
His home 1s identified with Ais country, and he is 
using those means which his own reason and con- 
science approve, for its defence. | We too have 
nomes, and a little property, and children and 
friends, whose welfare is dearer than hfe. We too 
connect them with our country, and for their pre- 
servation, would make any sacrifice which our rea- 
son and conscience could approve. But these forbid 
us to fight. 

The power to whom we are indebted for all our 
enjoyments, and whose divine providence is their 
.best protection has not committed to us the right 
to destroy our fellow-creatures, or to seck the re- 
dress of our wrongs by the shedding of human 
blood. But we know that he has communicaied 
to man a principle capable of silencing war and 
violence. There is, my friend, in the religion taught 
by Jesus Christ, a power able to reconcile us to 
God and to one another. It can divest the heart 
that receives it of its propensities to wrongs and 
violence; and implant in their place the disposition 
to suffer wrongs and violence for its sake. Thous- 
ands of living w.tnesses bear testimony to this di- 
vine principle—thousands, who would suffer any 
privation or punishment, rather than impede, by 
their example, its influence and increase. And 
ought it not to console the friend of his country, 
and of his species, to see its growth, and to be as- 
sured by indubitable evidence, that it is possible, 
in its support, to return good for evil, to love 
even our very enem.es; and for man, in all situations 
to be the friend of man. 


Connecticut Legislature, 
Hariford, January 25. 
This day the Honourable General Assembly of this 

State convened in this City. The Session was 

opened in the usual form; when his Excellency 

the Governor delivered the following 
SPEECH: 
Gentlemen of the Council, Mr. Speaker, and 

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives. 

The Convention of Delegates, from this 
and some of our sister States, having fui- 
filled the objects of their appomtment, 1 
have considered it my duty to afford you 
an early opportunity of acting on their Re- 
port. 

In laying these important proceedings 
before you, I feel assured you will give 
them that consideration which is due to the 
opinions of revered patriots, formed from 
a deliberate survey of the national affairs 
and dictated by a zealous regard te the in- 
terests of individual States, and the lasting 
welfare of our country. 








I shall not detain you, gentlemen, by a 
minute reference to the various subjects 
comprised in the report, Your attention 
will undoubtedly be first directed to those 
measures which are recommended as ne- 
cessary for our defence against the com- 
mon enemy. Should the war continue we 
have as yet no assurance, either that the 
mode of conducting it isto be essential 
changed, or that any part of the heavy 
contributions levied apon our citizens will 
be applied to their protection. -Hence, 
unless seasonable precautions are taken, 
we are to expect a repetition of that annoy- 
ance by the enemy, and of those embar- 
rassments from our own government which 
were so largely experienced during the last 
campaign. ‘The plainest principles of jus- 
tice and of seif preservation demand, that 
whilst the burden of defenee is laid upon 
the state so much of its resources as may 
be adequate to that end, should in any 
event be retained. It is desirable that on 
this subject an explicit arrangement should 
be made with the general government, nor 
ought we to doubt that an immediate appli- 
cation for that purpose would be success- 
ful. You will consider how far the rea- 
sonable overtures suggested by the conven- 
tion are calculated to meet this object. 

But in the midst of our efforts to resist 
hostile attempts from abroad, let us beware 
of oppression at home. It was not the 
least of the evils which were apprehended 
from an offensive war, that both the 
temptation and the means wouid be 
thereby afforded, to invade the sovereignty 
of the respective States, and to break down 
those barriers between the national an’ 
state governments which were wisely in- 
tended as the most effectual safe guards of 
the rights of the People. lt is painful to 
observe to what an extent these fears are 
already realized. We shall fail in our du 
ty, Gentlemen, if we neglect to guard with 
equal vigilanee against foreign dominion 
and domestie usurpation. With evident 
propriety, therefore, your particular atten- 
tion is invited, in this report, to such acts af 
the general government in the prosecution 
of the war, as are unsupported by the 
principles of the Constitution. , 

This Assembly have expressed their 
opinion of the attempts to subject the mili- 
tia or other citizens to forcible drafts and 
impressments, fur the purpose of filling the 
ranks of the regular army. We have the 
satisfaction to perceive that these bold at- 
tacks upon the liberties of a Free People 
have hitherto failed of success. Sehemes 
nevertheless, formed with sueh deliberation, 
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and urged with such zeal are probably not 
abandoned. It is consequently proper to 
inquire by what legislative provision; our 
fellow citizens can be effectually secured 
against their operation. ; 

The, convention have not limited their 
views to the present distresses of the coun- 
try. They purpose to lay a foundation for 
the permanent tranquillity of these States, 
by several important amendments of the 
National Constitution. The Legtsijature 
of Connecticut have rarely manifested a 
disposition to effect even the slightest al- 
teration in that instrument. Whilst faith- 
fully performing the duties enjoined upon 
them by the federal compact, the have 
viewed with nearly equal eoneern the re- 

eated and successful attempts of others to 
modify and to violate it. But without re- 
citing the causes which have reduced our 
once prosperous nation to its present eon- 
dition, the question may be confidently 
asked, whether the time has not arrived in 
which radical reforms are indispensable? 

I forbear to enlarge on other parts of 
this interesting report. We are to pre- 
sume that e sense of justice will induee 
the administration to assent to the propo- 
sed arrangement, and that the ulteriour 
resort recommended hy the convention 
will be therefore unnecessary. Should dif- 
ferent sentiments unfortunately prevail, 
the General Assembly will hold its usual 
session in time to provide for such a state 
of things as would then exist. 

Those who have believed that our suf- 
fering called for more prompt and efficient 
modes of redress,wiil be satisfied that mod- 
eratisn ne less than firmness is the dictate 
of anenlightened and just policy, and that 
it would ill become the uniform friends of 
liberty and order to dishunour their prin- 
ciples by rash eouncils or precipitate mea- 
sures. The temperate and magnanimous 
course proposed for our adoption cannot 
fail to allay the apprehensions which man 
have professed to entertain, and to enliven 
the hopes of all who eherish our na- 
ticnal union, and are disposed to place it 
en a solid and durable basis. 

GENTLEMEN, 

it is not expected that the ordinary bu- 
siness of the legislature will occupy much 
of your time atthe present session. You 
will feel the importance, however, of pay- 
ing a particular regard to our financial 
concerns. ‘l'o render the operation of the 
treasury suecessful and by means the least 
burdensome toe our constituents, is a sub- 
jeet which claims, and J] doubt not will re- 
ecive, your earnest and faithful attention. 


‘ 


Of the proceedings of the Executive tn- 
der various acts and resolutions of the last 
Session you will be informed by a separate 
communication. 

At this season of wide-spread calamity, 
it heeomes us, Gentlemen, in all our delib- 
erations, to look to the Divine direction, 
and to implore the smiles of a merciful 


Providence on our country and upon our 


united endeavours for its deliverance and 
safety. t | 
JOHN COTTON SMITH. 
General Assembly; 
Special Séssion, January, 1815. 





( Reported for the Democratic Press.) 
The Commonwealth, vs. Maj. Thos. Robinson. 


The following important decision of the Supreme Court of Pent- 
sylvania,on the actof Congress of the last session, which author- 
izes the enlistment of minors, not under eighteen years of age, 
without the consent of parents, masters or guardians, was pro- 
nounced on the 15th instant, after hearing the ¢ase argued. 


Tilghman, C.J. ‘The habeas corpus in this case 
was issued on the affidavit of Abraham Polinger, 
under the act of Assembly of the 18th February, 
1785. Jt appears by the return that Jonas Roop 
was enlisted as a soldier in the army of the United 
States. At the time of his enlistment he was a 
minor; above eighteen years of age, and bound by 
an indenture of apprenticeship to Abraham Polin- 
ger, But it was not at his request, nor by his de- 
sire, that the habeas corpus was issued. On the 
contrary he is well satisfied with his situation, and 
wishes to remain in thé army. The objeét of the 
Act of Assembly was to secure personal liberty, 
not to decide disputes concerning property. The 
court “after examining into the facts relating to 
the case, and into the cause of the confinement or 
restraint, is to dail, remand or discharge the party, 
as to justice shall appertain.” Now here we can 
neither bail; remand nor dischatge, because there 
is neither confinement nor restraint. The party 
wishes to remain where he is. In short it isa mére 
dispute between the officer and the master who 
claims a right to the service of his apprentice. The 
case therefore is not within the provisions of the 
Act of Assembly. But a habeas corpus may be 
issued at common law, under which courts have 
gone so far as to deliver the body of an infant to 
his parent, and sometimes an apprentice to his mas- 
ter. Ht is discretionary, however, whether to pro- 
ceed to that length or not. In acase like the pre- 
sent there is no occasion for a summary proceed- 
ing, because the master has his remedy by action 
against the person who takes away his apprentice. 
But there are strong reasons against proceeding 
in any other manner than by action. It is under- 
stood that the validity of an act of Congress is to 
be brought into question. The subject is worthy 
of the most solemn discussion and mature delibe- 
ration. And above all it is desirable that it should 
be brought on in such a form as will admit of a 
removal to the Supreme Court of the United States, 
the tribunal in the last resort for deciding all ques- 
tions arising out of the constitution or laws of the 
United States. This court, therefore, would not 


have thought it expedient to interfere in a case 
where personal liberty is not concerned even if the 
habeas corpus had been issued at common law.— 
Having considered the facts in this case, Jonas 





Roop is permitted to remain in his present situa: 
tion, because he desires it. 
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Messages and Speeches.' [the lansf, sch mm, ot cacoding one mi 

inthe messaged speeches ofthe goverMOT|compish the purposes of the reclve of the 
poe Pehate nolitiodl hts i rie ot fourteenth of June. At thattime it was sup- 
Large their pores apa ) “d vable Posed there would be no difficulty in procur- 
ees Pa ae 1 of. esi ahat che sues’ ing the requisite sums from that source, and 


7 F ot] ‘ ed tis the treasurer soon obtained loafs to a consi- 
sure of other current matter compel derable amount. But the directors of somé 
to postpone. 


of the banks declared themselves unable to’ 
LEGISLATURE OF MASSACHUSETTS. _ |lend, and others have expressed such reluc- 

Sdenniéne neleive. * |tance, as forbids an expectation that the whole 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and amount can be obtained in that way, during 

Gentlemen of the House of Reprasentatives, the continuance of the present cautious ope- 

In compliance with the request of the mem-|rations of the banks. Besides, the sums to bé 
bers from this commonwealth, of the conven-| provided for the payment of interest on the 
tion of delegates from the New England'the money borrowed, and for the ordinary 
states, which lately met at Hartford, I have| expences of gevernment, will be greater thar 
directed the secretary to communicate to the) usual, from the failure of the United btates 
legislature, their report which was transmit-/to pay the interest on their stock, and the in- 
ted to me for that purpose, and which appears |créased difficulty of collecting taxes. These 
to have been the result of moderation and|circumstances show the necessity of speedily 
firmness. aa | providing means for meeting the expenditures 

Immediately after your adjournment five) which the public exigencies may require. In— 
persons were appointed to constitute a board|deed the efforts of defensive preparation, 
of war, agreeably to the act of the 20th of| which were made in this state the last year, 
October last. A copy of the instructions giv-| will, if continued at the expence of the com. 
én them; and an abstract of all the accounts! monwealth, be fatal to our tinances ; and wilf 
by them allowed and paid, prior to the 14th! render it necessary to impose hereafter sucl/ 
day of this month, together such proceedings |burdensome taxes, as must be extremely in- 
of the late commissioners for the protection|jurious to the manufactures and agricultuie 
of the sea-coast, as have not before been com-|of the state ; nor will all the resources whicli 
municated, will be laid before you. Fromjremain to us, be suflicient for any length of 
these documents I think the legislature will |time, fo furnish the requisite supplies. 
be satisfied, that the board of war,and com-; The attention of the executive was carly 
missioners for sea-coast defence, have dis-|directed to the provisions of the act of the 
charged the duties assigned them with fidelity, |20th October, to establish a military corps for 
and with much advantage to the public. the defencé of the commonwealth. But as 

The secretary will also deliver to you re-|the act was passed at the close of thé session, 
turns from the quarter-master-general, of the | some delay was necessary to obtain informa- 
ordnance and military stores, and of the tents, |tion concerning the persons proper to be se. 
entrenching tools, &c. the property of this/lected in the various parts cf the state, for the 
commonwealth, stating the quantity, quality | officers contemplated in the act. When the 
and places of deposit, and also a return of the!council again met it was thought expedient, 
cuantity of military stores and munitions of|from the changes in the aspect of our affairs, 
war, that have been delivered to sundry|to incur no immediate additional expence, 
towns for their defence, by order of the com-|The council therefore advised that commis- 
missioners for the protection of the sea-coast.|sions should not be issued until the general 
These returns will enable the two houses to }court would have an opportunity of varvino, if 
judge whether the state is deficient in any of;they thought proper, thei® measures of de- 
the articles that will be essential for the gene- | fence, according to the change of circumstan- 
ral defence, in case of extremity. lees. 

In erecting fortifications in this town and | Onthe 8th of December, ! reecived a lettei? 
its vicinity, and in other exposed places on\from the secretary of war, stating that the 
coast, the inhabitants of many, of the neigh-| president had authorized genéral Dearborn 
boring towns have labored cheerfully and jto take measures for the purpose of expelling 
without recompence on the works that were|the enemy from the district of Maine, and 
deemed necessary for defence. The patriot-|suggesting that any aid which T might be 
ism manifested in those voluntary services, jable to afford in providing the funds necessary 
merit the public approbation and gratitude. ‘for the execution of the enterprise, Would be 

By the resolve of the llth of October last! gladly received. In my answer [ informed 
the treasurer was authorized to require of the {him that the legislature had authorized meta 
banks within this state, according to the pro-|borrow a sum not exceeding one million of 
visions of the several acts of incorporation, | dollars, to be applied for the pay and support 
#nd upon such terms as are therein specified, of the mililia who had been called into Servier’: 
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—that it would be difficult to borrow a sufii- 
cient sum for those purposes ; and that I had 
no authority, even if the money could be ob- 
tained, to borrow for any other; and there- 
fore it was not in my power to make any ad- 
vances for the objects mentioned in his letter. 

A copy of the letter, and of my answer to it, 

will be laid before you. 

We have heard it observed, that the state 
legislatures have no right to express their 
opinion concerning the measures of the gene- 
ral government. ‘This doctrine is repugnant 
to the first principles of liberty, and the re-| 
mark could not have been made by any one, | 
who had well considered the organization of i 
our governments, or the ar guments used by| 
the advocates of the national constitution | 
when that system was adopted. The govern-, 
ment of the United States is founéed on the, 
state governments, and must be supported by 
them ; the legislatures of the several states 
either eiect the members of the executive and 
lezisixtive branches of the national govern- 
ment, or prescribe the manner of their elec- 
tion. It would then be strange, indeed, if 
they were dented a right, which the meanest 
citizen of every free state enjoys In thear 
rangement of the different powers, the state | 
OV ernments are to maz 1y purposes, interpos-| 
ed between the government of the United | 
States and the people. If the latter think | 

hemselyes oppressed, they will complain to| 
iheir immediate repr sentatives, and the re | 
monustrance of a slate legislature, on their be. | 
hali, will not often be slighted by a wise and | 
just admintistration. | 

The powers of the United States govern-| 
ment are limited by the constitution, which | 
points out the extent cf these powers, and the| 
manaer in which they are to be exerted. The | 
constitution, however, will be of little service 
unless it Ts religiously observed. If, at any) 
tine, the national administration disregard its | 
authority, either by violating its express pro-. 
visions, or by the assumption of powers, with. 
which it has not entrusted them,. their com 
mands become unjust, and they are guilty of | 
a dangerous abuse of confidence. But on 
subjects of this kind, every private man is’ 








In all free states, the people have, at some 
periods been hurried into rash and dangerous 
excesses, to oppose either real or imaginary 
grievances. An individual, who is under the 
influence of passion or prejudice, will be like- 
ly to form erroneous opinions and pursue in- 
discreet measures, and yet, in the highest pa- 
roxism of anger, he is ‘checked by a sense of 
responsibility. But when the passions of a 
multitude are inflamed, they have little re, 
straint of this kind, end will be in danger of 
proceeding to excesses, of which, as indivi- 
duals, they would be incapable. In this man- 
ner the abuse of liberty has often terminated 
in the loss of it. 

‘T'o prevent such fatal excesses, whenever 
‘the conduct of the general government or its 
officers is thought ‘to be unconstitutional or 
oppressive, andno remedy can be obtained in 
the ordinary course of justice, the people of 
the state have a right to apply to their legisla- 
ture for assistance in obtaining redress. Their 
petitions, 1 presume, will be attended to, 
though not with a disposition to impute im- 
proper motives to the agents of the general 
government, or to condemn their conduct up- 
on slight grounds or frivolous pretences. if 
the members of the Jegisiature are convinced 
\that the complaint is well founded, they will 
employ the most prudent and effectual means 
for redress. This course was thouglit to be 
regular when the censtitution was adopied ; 
‘and it seems to bethe most efficacious as wel} 
‘for the relief of oppressed individuals and 
and the preservation of the rights of the state, 
as for the maintenance of order, and the sup- 
port of a just administration of government. 
'I hope, therefore, that the people of this com- 
'monwealth, however they may at any time 
think themselvezinjured by thenati ‘onalagents, 
| will not resort to unauthorized and intempe 
rate measures, which may prove extremely 
hurtful to themselves and to the public, but 
cannot be advantageous to either. 

Before war was declared, when we saw the 
tendency of the national measures, we express 
ed our most ardent desire that hostilities 
‘might be avoided. We could hardly conceive 
it possible, that under the pretence ot guard 


not a competent judge. The state legislatures ing our commerce, we should adopt a course 
are the guardians, not only of the indiv idual | by ; which it must be annihilated ; or that to 
citizens, but of the sovereignty of their re- | protect cur seamen, we should eng age in a 
spective states ; and while they are bound to! war that would lead to their destruction We 
support the ; general government, in the exer- | knew that whenever the war between France 


cise of its constitutional powers, it is their 
duty to protect the rights of the states and of | 
their constituents, and to guard the constitn- | 
tion itself, as well against silent and slow at- 
tacks, as more open and daring violations. — 
The security thus afforded tothe people would | 
be lost, if tue state legislatures should be im- 
plicitly devoted to the views of the national 
grvernment, or were deprived of their right 





to enquire into its measures. 


and England should terminate, the evils we 
complained of would cease; and that our 
commerce, if unubstructed by internal re- 
straints, would be more profitable during the 
war in Europe, than after peace should be 
established. If in the arduous conflict be- 


tween Great Britain and France, and their 
respective allies, the combatants did not ai- 
ways suspend their blows when we happened 
to go within reach of them, yet we could see 
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no reason for our interference in the quarrel. 
Bat the government became impatient, and 
though there was apparently some embarrass- 
ment in deciding which of the belligerents 
should be attacked, and whether it would not 
be expedient to attack both at once, it was 
soon determined to select that people for our 
enemies, with whom we were the most nearly 
connected, whose commerce was most impor- 
tant to us, and who were able to do us the 
most mischief. 

Soon after the declaration of war, we learn- 
ed that the orders in council were repealed. 
With a view to open the way to peace, the 
British government proposed an uncondition- 
al armistice, to which our administration re- 
fused to agree. The rejection of this propo- 
sal appeared to us an extremely unfortunate 
event, as a compliance with it might have 
saved the honor of the government, and ex-| 
tinguished the war before it was kindled to a 
flame. It was also unfortunate, as together | 
with other circumstances, it served to con-| 
vince the British nation, that the war was| 
wayed, not for the protection of our ma ritime | 
rights, but for other purposes, and particular- 
ly to obtain possession of the Indian country, | 
and to conquer the adjoining provinces of; 
Grreat Britain. 

These apprehensions have been manifested | 
by the British government in the negociations | 
for peace. The terms first proposed by Great 
Britain, undoubtedly implied a want of con-| 
fidence in our pacific views, both with regard 
to themselves and the Indians. But the Bri- 
tish ministers knew that the same men who 
commenced the war, still administered our! 
government; they might, therefore, be more! 
apprehensive that former measures would be’ 
repeated. Should the conditions of peace, to| 
which we may find it convenient ultimately, 
to agree, be not the most favorable, the fault 
will not consist in making peace, but in having 
made the war. This fault will not be dimi- 
nished by postponing a reconciliation to a! 
distant period; neither the political charac- 
ter, nor the moral stain of an unnecessary 
war can be effaced, though the war should be 
continued many years. 

We still flatter ourselves that there will 
soon be a favorable issue to the negociations 
in Europe. Butso long as hostilities are con- 
tinued, and we are left to defend, by our own 
exertions, our extended maritime frontier, the 
duties of the legislature of this state must be 
arduous. 1 hope that under the influence of| 
that wisdom which is from above, the mea- 
sures Yor adopt will be suited to promote or-| 
der and tranquility in the state; to protect, 


| 











€s far as we are able, our exposed towns on 
the sea-coast; and to preserve, unimpaired, the 
constitutional 


titled, CALEB STRONG. 
January 18th, 1815. 





privileges to which we are en-| oo i 
lof truth or principle to procure his own ad- 





qu 


né documents which accompanied this 
message, were, 

1. A letter from the secretary of war through 
General Dearborn, to the governor, inform- 
ing, that the United States contemplated tak- 
ing measures to expel the eneniy from Cas. 
tine, and Eastport; that 5000 militia of the 
state, under General King, would be employed 
for the purpose; and requesting the governer 
to furnish the money to support and pay these 
troops, and promising remuneration in the 
course of two months. 

2. Governor Strong's answer: in which, be- 
sides his inability to comply with the request, 
it was added that weil informed men had given 
it as their opinion, that anv expecition of the 
kind contemplated would add to the inconve- 
nience of the inhabitants of the district said 
to be occupied by the enemy; and could not 
be efficacious in expelling them withovt the 
aid of a naval force adequate to the command 
of Pencbscot bay. 

3. Report of the treasurer of the monies 
borrowed of the banks, agreeably to a resolu- 
tion of the last session, which amounted, De- 
cember 10, 1814; to 631,000 dollars; end stat- 
ing the difficulties which attended the moce 
of obtaining supplies. 

4. i‘he annual return of the quarter master 
general. 

5. 'The report of the commissioners of 
sea-coast defence. [Their expenditure about 
400,000 dollars. 

6. Copy of instructions to the board of 
war, &c. 

7. Report of the board of war. 

8. Annual report of the adjutant general. 

9. A letter from the honorable George Ca- 
bot, president of the convention which assem- 
bled at Hartford, inclosing two copies of the 
proceedings of that honorable body. 


LEGISLATURE OCF VERMONT. 
GOVFRNOR'S SPEECH. 
Delivered at Montpelier, October, 15, 1814. 


Gentlemen of the Council, and 
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives, 


The unsolicited approbation of my conduct 
the year past, considering the extreme embar- 
rassments, under which I entered upon the 
duties of my office, is highly gratifying, and 
will not fail to produce renewed exertion to 

romote the best interests of my fellow citi- 
gens. At the same time it affords the pleas- 
ing hope that my future services in the dis- 
charge of the duties of the office, which I 
have again undertaken, will be considered 
with the same indulgence. Without this, I 
should despair of discharging those duties in 
a satisfactory manner in this most difficult 
d eventful period. - 
The true patriot can submit to no sacrifice 


an 


‘vancement, or to promote the intercsts or 
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views of a party. Men may change—and 
parties may change—but truth, principle and 
virtue are immutable. It ought, therefore, to 
be our firm determination to pursue the plain 
path of duty with steadiness and fidelity. 

' In declaring my undeviating attachment to 
the principles of our wise and excellent sys- 
tem of government, independently of any re. 
gard, or blind devotion to those who may have 
administered it, lam gensible that high sound- 
ing professions are not the surest test of sin- 
eerity, and shall, therefore, only refer you to 
the general tenor of my conduct for future 
expectations. 

~ Qur foreign relations and defensive opera- 
tions being exclusively committed to the ma- 
nagement o* the general government, except- 
ing in paiticular cases, in which assistance 
may be required, our attention is principally 
confined to the local concerns of the state. 
And it affords me great pleasure to have it in 
my power to observe, that the internal quiet, 
security and prosperity of our feilow eitizens, 
for the year past, has been unexampied for 
times like the present. 

- Justice has been promptly, and, I believe, 
impartially administered, the laws duly re- 
spected, and litigation gradually diminishing 
—-the natural and ceriain consequences of a 
well placed confidence in an upright and in- 
tellizent jndiciary. Our fiscal concerns have 
been conducted with that fidelity and correct 
ness. which were to be exnected from the ac- 
knowledged talents and integrity of the officer 
at the head of that department. 

Our schools and seminaries of learning have 
not suffered that diminution and depression 
which might have been expected, excepting, 
that it has been deemed advisable, that the 
operations of one nearest the seat of war 





to act as the representative of a free, sove. 
reign and independent people. We are elect- 
ed from among our fellow citizens, not for the 
base and degrading purpese of securing our 
own promotion, aggrandizing our particular 
friends, or to favor the views and interests of 
a party—-but to consider the whole commu- 
nity as one common family, and, as faithful 
guardians of their rights, endeavour to pro- 
mote the general welizre. 

Yours is the duty, and on you, gentlemen, 
resis the responsibility of selecting proper 
persons to fill the various offices in this state 
for the ensuing year—persons, to whom we 
may safely trust the administration cf justice 
in allits important branches, and on whom 
we must, in a great measure, depend for the 
preservation of the peace and internal quiet 
of the state. It will likewise become your 
duty to select a suitable person te represent 
this state in the senate of the United States, 
from and after the third day of March next. 

In the execution of these important duties, 
the most perfect confidence is entertained, 
that you will, unbiassed by lecal or party con- 
siderations, be influenced by a single view to 
the public good. 

The great importance of a well organized 
militia in a free state, cannot escape the notice 
of a wise legislature. The want of precision 
and energy in our present military system, 
must be apparent to every man who is con- 
versant in military affairs—and demands a re- 
vision to adapt it to the exigencies arising 
‘rom our exposed situation. It would be de- 
sirable, that.the burthen should be equalized, 
as far as is practicabie, that the weight may 
not rest on those whoare least able to hear it, 

We have a right to demand from the gene- 








ral government full protection and security. 


should suffer a temporary suspension, that, at! Still it is but too evident from past experience, 


a faiure, and more favorable period, they 
might be renewed, under better prospects, 
and with increased vigour and energy. 

The economy and correctness with which 
that liberal and humane institution, establish- 


_ed for the security and correction of state eri- 


minals, has been eonducted, affords the con- 
soling prospect of its great usefulness to the 
community—evinces a general improvement 
in the state of society, and probably will af- 
ford some revenue to the state. 

Notwithstanding the corrupting and de- 
moralizing tendency of a state of war, our 
citizens have enjoyed their civil and religious 
privileges in an unusual degree. 

Tie distinguished talents, integrity and ex- 
perience of which your honorable body is 
composed, will render my duties less ardu- 
ous, and afford a sure pledge to our constitu- 
ents, that their best interests will be promot- 
ed. 





| 
| 





Man never appears in a more responsible 


2nd truly dignitted station, than when called! 


that much depends upon our own exertions. 
May not this consideration suggest the expe- 
diency of adopting some further measures for 
ayvming the militia, and providing field artil- 
lery and munitions of war, which may be ap- 
plicable to sudden emergencies? We have 
before us the example of many of our sister 
states for raising a small volunteer corps, 
which may be relied on, in case of sudden 
alarm, and serve as a rallying point for other 
and efficient aid. 

As we are authorised by the constitutien ta 
look to the general government for that pro- 
tection which our exposed situation may re- 
quire, it must be perfectly evident, that the 
militia were only designed to be called in aid 
of the regular force in particular eascs. Those 
instances, which have occurred during the 
last year, have been met by our patriotic and 
brave citizens with a promptitude, spirit and 
zeal which are highly honorable to themselves, 
and which render them werthy of the grati- 
tude of their country. 








NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—SUPPLEMENT TO VOL. VIL. 





101 








To meet a request of General Macomb, for 
assistance, on a late incursion of the enemy, 
which terminated so gloriously for the Ame- 
rican arms, there being no portion of the mi 
litia detached or called for by the president, 
in coniormity to the laws of the United States, 
it was considered that a call upon our patriotic 
citizens for their voluntary services was the 
only mode, by which efficient and timely aid 
could possibly be afforded. 

The result has been such, as many of vou, 
gentlemen, have witnessed, It far exceeded, 
in extent, our reasonable expectations. By it 
the enemy have been taughta useful, although 
mortifying lesson, that the soil of freemen 
will not bear the tread of hostile feet with im 


punity. 





the authors of our protection and safety—yet 
we may express our gratitude to heaven, and 
to them, for so great a deliverance 

I have received a letter from the governor 
of the state of Pennsylvania, which enclosed 
a resolation of the senate and b ouse of repre- 
sentatives of that state, proposing an amend- 
ment to the constitution of the United States 
—by which the term of senators in Congress 
shall be reduced from six to four years I 
have received likewise a letter from the go- 
vernor of Tennessee, enclosing a resolution 
ot the general assembly of that state, pro- 
posing an amendment of the same import. 
hese papers will be laid before you. And 
should any thing further of importance come 
to my knowledge during the present session, 


At the same time, it reflects the highest|of which you are not possessed, it will be 
honor on the patriotism, apitt and valor of | made the subject of a special communication, 


our fellow citizens, who, without dis! inction | 


of age, character or party, were ready lo) 
brave the danger, in its most formidable ap-| 


pearance, for the defence of their country. | 2s taay be consistent with duty. 


On the subject of the war, in which our 
‘country is most unfortunately "engaged, I feel 
| disposed, at this critical pericd, to say as little 
But 1 con- 


And it would seem, that it ought to wale? the | sider it due to myself, and more especially to 


tongue of slander—every désirah! le object hav- 
ing been secured, and in a manner the least | 


burthensome and offensive to the feelings of opinion of its origin or its progress. 
| conse ientiously and uniformly disapproved of 


a free and enlightened people. 


‘my constituents, explicitly to state, that the 
events of the war have in no wise altered my 
I have 


Much is due to General Strong, and our|it. as unnec cessary, unwise, and hopeless, in 


brave volunteers; and [ am requested hy the, all its offensive 


secretary of wer to present them ‘he thanks | 
of the general government “for thei: prompt, 


operations. And notwith- 
standing the few brilliant successes we have 
‘met with in our operations of detence, 1 can 


succour and gallant conduct in the late eriti-!see ver y little in its genera] complexion. which 


cal state of this frontier.” 

I should do injustice to my own feelings. 2s! 
well as violence to every correct principle, 
were I to refrain from testifying the high | 

ense which I entertain of the brilliant achiev-| 
ment of Commodore Macdonough, and his | 


intrepid associates, on Lake Champlain, OV er! every ‘real American. 


a far superior naval force—an achievement 


— 


| afforc ‘ds the least consolation. 


Many very considerable plac €s on our sea- 
board sre nowin the possession of the enemy. 
‘The « “apitol of ovr country, that proud monu- 
ment of better times, has been possessec and 
destroy ec by him—a humiliating reflection to 
And I consider that 
we ure now suffering the evils, which have, 


which renders allencomium feebie and inade- | from the mistakes and misconduct of rulere, 


quate. 


ibefalien this, as well as mest of the nations of 


I should likewise do injustice, if I should|the earth. 


neglect to notice the cool, persevering, and| 


It therefore becomes us to look calmly and 


brave conduct of Brigadier General Macomb, | firmly on our dangers. and meet them like 
and his alike brave associates in arms, in the men, who are mindful of what they owe to 
— omfiture of a greatly superior force of) their own characters, and what they owe to 


feteran troops, commanded by experienced | 
aes 
These glorious ae Oe Sa are not sur- 


passed in the records of a naval and military | 


warfare. New lustre is added to the national 
character. But the effects are more immedi- 
ately experienced by the northern sections of 
the states of Vermont and New-York. 

‘his late special interference of the Al- 
mighty in our behalf, in completely defeating 
the. hostile desigas of the enemy on our north- 
ern borders, cannot fail to render it a subject 
of respectful legislative notice. And although 
it may not be in our power to add to the Isu- 
rels of thoce gallant commanders, and their 
grave associates, who, under Providence, weye 





their country. 

It would have afforded me heartfelt satis- 
faction to have been able to announce to you 
the return of peace to an afilicted people. But 
our reasonable hopes, on this subject, not hav- 
ing been realised, and the particular spirit 
with which the war appears to be prosecuted 
by the enemy, renders defensive measures and 
operations not only necessary. but righteous 
and just; in which we may engage with feel- 
ings most honorable and praise worthy, and 
with a firm reliance on the Almighty, who 
has never forsaken us in the hour of peril. 

I shall now, gentlemen, cheerfully proceed 
in the discharge of the duties of the office as- 
signed me—and i in the prosecution of the bu- 
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siness of the present session, you may be, Of this letter, it being made out in haste, I 

assured of my cordial co-operation in every|did not take a copy. 

measure, which has for its object the promo-| I am sir, respectfully, your humble servant, 

tion of the public good. MARTIN CHITTENDEN. 
MARTIN CHITTENDEN. | Hon. D. Chipman, speaker | 


{Mr. Chittenden had been re-elected go-| of the house of representatives. 
vernor by the legislature, the day preceding— a al 
for Mr. C. 123° votes, for Mr Galutha “Oh. Copy of a letter from brigadier generat 


: ; j : Macomb. 
There was no election by the people. Mr. C. Plattsburgh, August 4, 1815. 


had 17,469, Mr. G. 17411, and there were) Jam at thismoment informed, that the ene- 
451 scattering—the constitution requires 2)my is advancing in full force towards this 











plurality.) place, and haveaiready proceeded so far as to 
OFFICIAL PAPERS. cross the Chazy at Champlain village. It is 

In general assembly of the state of Vermont,| Perhaps in your power to throw a detachment 

October 21, 1814. over the lake, so as to advance to our assist- 

On motion and leave, Mr. C. H. Dennison|ance on the road leading from Essex. These 
introduced the following resolution, viz: men should be light armed. We shall be able 


In general assembly, October 21st 1814. | to hold our ground until they come to our as- 
“Resolved, That his excellency the govern |sistance, in case they should be too powerful 
or, be requested to lay before this house, co-|for us to meet the enemy beyond our defen- 
pies of any correspondence he may have had, |ces. 
with any commanding officer of the United; With sentiments of respect, I have the ho- 
States army, or any officer under his com-|nor to be your most obedient servant, 





mand, relative to detaching the militia of this| ALEXANDER MACOMB, 
state, particularly the request of general Ma-} Brig. gen. commanding the U.S. troops. 
comb, alluded to in his excellency’s speech of | His excellency, Martin Chittenden, 

the 15th inst. togetoer with any other informa- gov. ofthe state of Vermont. 

tion on the subject, which in his opinion, may 

not be improper to communicate to this| Copy of another from the same. 
house.” Which resolution was read and or-| ; ; Plattsburg, 1, P. M. Scptember 4, 1314. 
dered to lie on the table. Sir—It is now ascertained, veyoud a doubt, 





October 26. The resolution lying on the that the enemy will march for this place. with 
table calling on his excellency for certain in-| his whole force, this morning. Every pre- 
formation, relating to any correspondence he|Paration is made and making that our time 

: : “. * ' , la ; , + - o 
may have had with general Macomb, and, Will admit The enemy must besiege us, as 
other military officers, wascalled up, read and; 0Ur W orks are now in a tolerable state of de- 
adopted; and on motion, Ordered, that Mr. fence. ‘This will give time for succors to get 

P, . . . * 3 ce L " ; y 4 - > 
H.C. Dennison wait on his excellency, with/to our assistance, which may possibly end in 
a copy of the resolution. ja complete discomfiture of his designs and 
SRE ELE ome joblige him to raise the siege. Much is at 
7} ; = Ort. ai a islt | stake at this place, and aid is actually wanted, 
Montpelser, Octover 27, “as the garrison is small, andt' eenemy ine 
ra tliance -with the resolution of Mee B s small, an nemy in con- 
Sir—In compliance with the resolution of) |: able force. Under these circumstances 
the honorable house of representatives, of the; ~ KS Ve 
en : . 'your excellency will, I am sure, not hesitate 
Z5th inst. [I herewith transmit to you and |; oid ia all 0] ahah Vighe etsy 
through you tothat honorable body, several) es nti: ge cae parr sa anseg ee eAl srsmiecsh 
: ’ | Ihave the honor to be, sir, with perfect, 


letters and communications, marked No. | to! :; 
£6 tnchinton . respect, your most obedient servant, 


A copy of the answer tegeneral Macomb’s RUBAR SOE fae oreo: 


oT ae ey, Brig gen. commanding. 

rst letter, dated the first of September last,!,,- , : © 
i find, by examining my papers “* been mis- His excellency Martin Chittenden, 
ate a , gov. of the state of Vermont. 

It was short, and in substance, as well as I Copy of the answer. 
can recollect, that attention should be paid to, Jericho, September 4, 1814. 
his communication, and such aid afforded, as Sir—I have the honor to acknowledge 
should be found necessary, and in my power! your note of this day, and shall take the most 
constitutionaily to grant. | ‘effectual measures to furnish such number of 

An introductory letter to genera] Macomb,! volunteers, as may be induced to turn out for 
was given to general Strong on crossing the/your assistance. They will probabiy cross at 
lake, stating his laudable exertions in inducing! M’Neil’s ferry. 
volunteers to turn out for the defence of their, [have the honor to be With respect, your 
country, and recommending himas an old ex-|/ humble servant. 
perienced officer, in whose judgment and in- | MARTIN CHITTENDEN. 
tegrity the fullest confidence might be placed.’ Gry. A. Macoms. 
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Copy of a letter from governor Chittenden to 


general Newell. 
Jericho, September 4, 1814. 
Sir—Enclosed I transmit to you the copy 


of a letter, this moment received from general 
Macomb, which willshow you the situation of 
our army at Plattsburg, and the necessity of 
such assistance as can be afforded. I would 
recommend it to youto take the most effectual 
method to procure such number of volunteers 
as may be had, for his immediate assistance, 
from your brigade. it would be advisable 
for the troops to cross the lake at M’Neil’s 
ferry. 
I am respectfully, your humble servant, 
M. CHITTENDEN. 
Gen. Jonn NEWELL. ' 
Copy of the answer. 
Charlotte, September 5, 1814. 
Sir—I received late last night your excel- 
lency’s letter of the 4th instant, with a copy 
of general Macomb’s letter to yourself, of the 
same date enclosed, in which you have refer- 
red meto gen Macomb’s letier to learn the 
defenceless situation of Plattsburg, the force 
and approach of the enemy, and his request 
of your assistance, with the militia of Ver- 
mont. You have also recommended to ie, 
to procure such number of volunteers, from 
my brigade as may be disposed to repair to 
Plattsburg, and have them cross at M’Neil’s 
ferry. {f l rightly understand your letter I 
can perceive no request or order from your 
exceilency, directing me to have the militia 
under ny command, or any portion of them, 
march to Plattsburg, or any other place, for 
the assistance of general Macomb, or for any 
other purpose. From your letter, therefore, 
I consider myself unauthoriezd to order out 
any portion of the militia under my command, 
or to do more than your excellency has re- 
commended, namely, to oiler my advice, 
which may be followed or not. <As I consider 
myself with the brigade I command, fully 
under your direction and control, and as our 
assistance is requested, and seems very much) 
needed at Piattsburg, I regret that your ex- 
cellency has not ordered either the whole, or 
a portion of this brigade to their assistance, 
as I shall cheerfully obey any request, direc- 
tion or order, you may give to repair to Platts- 
burg, or any other place, to assit in opposing 
the enemy, protecting our territory and citi- 
zens, and defending ourcountry from invasion. 
I am, sir, with great respect, your excellen- 
cy’s most obedient servant, 
JOHN NEWELL. 
{lis excellency, Martin Chittenden. 
Copy of a reply to gen. Newell. 
Jericho, Sept. 5, 1814. 
Sir—I have received your's of this date, and 
state in answer, that Ido not consider myself 
authorized, either by the constitution or laws 
under which we act, and from which all our 


of the state. But considering the peculiar 
situation of the army at Plattsburg, it was 
my desire that every aid, constitutionally in 
our power, should be afforded. And I am 
induced to believe, that a request in such a 
case, would have more effect than an attempt 
to assume unauthorised. power, on all such 
as are willing to turn out for the defence of 
their country. : 

Iam respectfully, your humble servant, 

MARTIN CHITTENDEN. 


Gen. Jonn NEWELL. 


_ Copy of a letter From colonel Fassett. 

I learn by Mr Wadsworth, there is a con- 
siderable quantity of fixed ammunition at 
Vergennes, subject to your order. Can I have 
a part of itfor volunteers? Please to inform 
me by myson. I am, sir, yours, 

ELIAS FASSETT. 
His excellency, M. Chittenden, 
Jericho, 7th Sept. 1814. 


Copy of the answer. 
; Jericho, September 7, 18 14. 
Sir—I have the honor vf acknowiedging 


your note of this date, on the subject of fixed 
ammunition for the volunteers. If there is 
any at Vergennes, subject to my order, this 
letter may be considered as a sufficient order 
for such part of the same as may be wanted. 

I would inform you, that agreeably to your 
suggestion 1 enclosed, and sent by express, on 
Sunday evening, to general John Newell, a 
copy of general Macomb’s letter, and strongly 
recommended it to him, to use every exertion 
to procure such number of volunteers from 
his brigade, as could be immediately induced 
to cross the lake to the assitance of the army 


‘at Plattsburg. 


lam respectfully, your humble servant, 
MAKTIN CHITTENDEN. 
Col. Elias Fassett. 


Copy of a letter to general Macomb. 
Burlington, Sept. 11, 
Sir—The bea.ers, Amos W. Barnum, esa. 


my military aid, and Samuel Swift, esq. secre- 
tary to the governor and council of this state, 
will go to Plattsburg for the purpose, if prac- 


ticable, of communicating with you, and of 


receiving any information you may please to 
communicate, that we may know how to go- 
vern ourselves, in endeavoring to furnish as- 


}sistance. They will communicate to me any 


necessary information you may give them for 
this purpose. 
I am with high consideration, your humble 
servant, MAKTIN CHITTENDEN. 
Gen. Macomb. 


Copy of a letter from general Samuel Strong. 
September 10, 1814. 

Sir—LIam sorry not to have it in my power 
to give you a correct statement of the British 
force approaching this place. From the best 
information I can obtain, which wes from 








powers are derived, to order the militia out 





general Moocr, they are 8009 or £000 strong, 
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all regular troops, except a few. The artil. 
comb. 


although it is believed they have considera-| 
ble. {have been up the river this morning, | 


Jery has not been made use of against us yet, 


five or six miles, which was lined with the 
enemy on the north side. They have made 
several attempts to cross but without success. 
This is the line that is to bedeiended. Ihave 
ascertained, to a certainty, the number of mi- 
litia from Vermont, now on the ground, weil 
armed, is 1812—from New York 700. Regu- 
lar troops under general Macomb, he says, 
2000. we treated me very friendly. 1 pre- 
sume Dr. Pomery gave you the particulars of 
the iirstinterview we had We have stron 





@xpectations of 2000 detached militia, ordered 


munition and provisions, from general Me- 


{ am, dear sir, yours with estcem, 
SAMUEL STRONG. 
Ilis excellency Martin Chittenden. 
it God, permits, you shall hear from me 
again, soon. : 


Copy of aletter from the same. 
: Vergennes, Sept. 16, 1814. 
Dear sir—lI received your letter of the lath 


inst. on my return at Burlington, where] had 
the satisfaction of expressing your thanks to 
the citizens who had turned out to repel our 
invading foe at Plattsburg. At the same time, 


&|I was mortitied to hear citizens of a govern- 


ment like ours—while all ofticers are limited 





out by gen. Mooer, arriving soon. He has'in their official powers, urging the propriety 
written to governor Tompkins to send on the of that power being executed inan unconsti- 
militia, he says he expects him in person. 1! tutionaland arbitrary manner. We, as citi- 
hope you and your friends will send four or) zens, have rights secured to us by the blood 
five thousand to our assistance as soon as pOS and wisdom of our forefathers. The constitu- 
sible, if you should think best. If uot, we|tion wisely secures to us, certain righis and 
shall, if our courage holds out, keep close to privileges, that ought not, and I say with 
them. Do not, sir, let ny wishes turn you thousands of others, shall not be infringed on. 
from the correct principles you have hereto-|}he late invasion will convince our enemies, 
fore pursued, as governor of Vermont. Per and our citizens at home, that our freedom 
init me, sir, to subscribe myself your friend ‘and liberties are not to be taken by force, or 
and humble servant, be i __ jintrigue. : 
mcm ee nS aaa I wrote you on the IIth. Nothing appear- 
His excellency Martin Chittenden. led to oppose onthe 32th, and we left all the 
Copy of a letter from the same, September ¥}, |groundin harmony, returning to our families, 
1814—Sunday, 7 o'clock, P. M. |except a few, who were killed or w ounded. It 
Dear sir—We are now encamped with two | God be with us, who can stand against us? 
thousand five hundred Vermont volunteers,! J am, sir, your excellency’s friend and 
on the south bank of the Saranac river, op-| humble servant, 
posite the enemy’s right wing, which is com-| 
manded by general Brisbane. We have had 
the satisfaction to see the British fleet strike, From the seeretary at war. 
to our brave commodore Macdonough. sed Whe Riegeivutede ‘Sink. 15. ihe 
fort was attacked at the same time, the ene-| Sir—Phe force undo? wéneral ite coianh 09 
my attempted to cross the river In every); exposed to imminent danger, I have to 
place fordable, for four miles up the Fiver. | equeat na nade aah tai ada’ his aid 
But they were fo:led in every atiempt, except). mediately ai ih % cn a be * ; cae 
at Pike’s encampment, where we now are.'| nee ep nt a ana op ct 


SAMUEL STRONG. 
His excellency, Martin Chittenden. 











‘he New York militia were posted at this| 
place, under generals Mooer and Wright.) 
They were forced to give back a few miles, 
until they were reinforced by their artillery. | 
The general infor.ned me of his situation, and| 


| than two thousand of the militia of your state 


as may be adequate to the object. 


The emergency is such, as to make it ne’ 
cessary that you call into service, en masse, 
the militia from the counties most convenient 


wished for assistance which was readily af-|tothe scene of action. 


forded. We met the enemy, and drove him} 


The extravagant and pernicious views of the 


across the river. under cover of his artillery./enemy, make it of the highest importance, to 


Mur loss is trifling We took twenty or thir-, 
ty prisoners. 
known. 


on the banks of the river. 


Their number of killed is not! 
We have been skirmishing all day} 


the best interest and union of these stated, 
that their career should be checked. 
tis in the power of your excellency, with 


This is the only| the means in your hands, to afford such aid as 


place lg crossed, and he has paid dear for that. effectually to check it. 
I presume the enemy's force exceeds thenum-| Irely on your patriotic zeal, to make the 


ber I wrote you. What will be our fate to- 
morrow, I know not; but am willing to risque 
the consequence attending it—being convinc- 
ed of the bravery and skill of my officers and 
men. 





We are abundantly supplied with am~! 


exertions necessary tothe end. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
sir, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES MONROE. 
Hig excellency, Martin Chittendem 








NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—S SUPPLEMENT TO VOL. VIL 











Lopy of a letter from Charles J. Nourse, as- 
sistant adjutant general. 

Burlington, Vermont, Sept. 27, 1814. | 

Sir—The dispatch herewith, would have 

been handed to your excellency at an earlier! 

day, but that the late glorious success of our 

navy andarmy in this quarter, rendered it un- 
necessary. 

[ ain directed by the secretary of war, to 
present the thanks of the general government | 
through you, to the brave and patriotic citizens | 
of your state, for their prompt succor and. 
gallant conduct in the late critical state of this | 
frontier. 

It is the wish of the goverment that two) 
thousand of the militia of your state should 
be drafted and organized, for immediate ser-| 





105 
REPORT, 

That the constitution of the United States, 
‘article 1, section 8, declares, “that congress 
shall have power to provide for calli ling forth 
the militia to execute the laws of theunion, sup- 
press msurrection ahd repel invasion: T'o pro- 


vide for organizing, arming and disciplining 


the militia, and for governing such part of 


them as may be employed in the service of 


the United States, reserving to the slates re- 
spectively the appointment of the officers and 
the authority of training the militia, aecording 
‘to the disci ipline prescribed by congress.” In 
‘article 12, section 2, “The president shall be 
|commander it chief of the a my and navy of 
the United States, and of ihe militia of the 
several states when called into the act ial ser- 


vice, subject to the call, when necessary, of vice of the United States ” 


the commanding oificer in this quarter. 
‘I‘here are arms at Montpelier, from which | 
such as may be without, cari be furnished. 
I have the honor to be, sir, most respect- 
fully, your obedient servant; 
CHS. J. NOURSE, 
Assistant adjutant genera. 
His excellency, 
Martin Clittenden, gov. of Vt. 
Copy of a letter to the secretary of war. 
Burlington, Sept. 23, 1814. 
Sir—I have the honor to ) acknowledge yours 
of the 15th inst. and have the great gatisfac-| 
tion to inform vou that every object contem- | 
plated in your comniunication has been ef-| 
fecved. 


Volunteers to a much larger number, than | 


that mentioned in your request, turned cul, 
and crossed the lake to meet the encimy, 
without distinction of age, character, or par- 
ty, exhibiting 2 a spirit and zeal ior the defence | 
of their country, which reflects the highest | 
honor on themselves and the country they, 
have signally aided in defending. 
ridus event of our success a gainst a far rw 
rior force, both by land ad water, is of th 


highest importance to this portion of the \ of training the m Militia 


union, and cannot fail; so to be considered, ! 
in a national point of view, 
IT have the honor to be respectfully, your 
humble servant, 
MARIN CHITTENDEN. 


Hon. James Monree, -sec’y. at war. 


Permont Legislature—in council 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE. 


YO his excellency the governor and the hono- 
rable council, now in session: 


Your committee, to w hem was referred the | 


following question, pr oposed by his excellen- 
' y—"Can the militia when in the actual s: 


vice of the United States, be lawfully com-' 


manded by any officers but 

pointed by this state ex ~ept, 

of the United States?” 
Vou. VI 


such as are a p- 


by the president 


| 
} 


i‘he glo- |; | 


It isthe opinien cof your committee thatthe 
different clauses quoted from the federal con- 
istitation, should receive a construction so as 


to render one clause consistent with another. 
The president may; undoubiedly, command 


the army and navy of the United States. by 
officers ‘lawfully commissioned by himself; 
‘but he cannot so command the militia of thé 


istate when called into the actual service of. 
‘the United States; 
‘their officers, is a right reserved “to the states 


for the appointment of 


respectively.” If, therefore, tle president 
would command the militia, when in the ec- 
tual service of the United States, he must dc 
It i person or exercise his command over 
them by officers appointed by the states. ‘I'he 
‘congress have power to provide for organizing 
and disc ‘iplining g the militia, and governing 
such part of Me as may be employ ed inthe 
service of the United States: but to consiitute 
this act as a constitutional right of placing 
‘the militia under the command of ‘xv officer 
inet in the militia, except the president, would 
render nugatory the following réservation, 
‘that is, “ ‘reserving to the states respectively 
© ithe appo! intment of the officers; and authority 
7? &e:. ¥X our commit- 
tee consider rene an import tant reservation ii 
ithe federal corstitution, favoring the sove 
ireignty of thé states, and tending to secure the 
righ ts of the people. Jt is n bt therefore to 
|be surrendered to the general government. 
‘As well might the officers of the militia, ap 
| pointed by ‘this st: ate, claim the: ight to com 
imand the army of the United States, as the 
officers of the army of the United States, to 
lecommandthe militia. ‘ihere is no constitu. 
tional provision for either to claim such right 
‘or to exercise such command. 
WM. CHAMBERLAIN, 
n- Four cominittec 
| Montpelier, October 28, 1814. 
(The following is the re 
| the honorable council, in compltanté with 
| the preceding report: 
' Resotved, That it is the opt 
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nion Af the 





solution acopted by 
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council, that it is not made the duty of isis the deence of our sea coast—although he had 
excellency, by the constiiution of the United, |previously given orders to the whole militia 
States to put the detached militia of this state, | ‘of the state to be in readiness for service— 
when in the actual service of the United States, |detacied end organized a corps of three thou- 
under the command of any officer commussi- sand, and major generai Laylor was assigned 
ened by ihe president; but such militia are to | to the command. On the first day of August 
be commanded by officers appointed by the. following, when abrigade under me}. general 
state or by the president in person.” Adopted Isham was in the service ofth- Unitea States 
unanimously. cat New London, and about three iiundred 
militia on other parts of the coast—general 

LEGISLATURE OF CONNECTICUT. | Cushing was induced, by the number and hios- 
Keport of the committee of defence, to the ho- tile movements of the enemy, to cali for a 
~  morable the general assembly. /major part of general Taq yior's detachment, 

The cominittee to whom was reierred the and expressed his unceriainty how long the 
documents relating to the militia in the ser- detent ion ot the brigade already in service 
vice of the United “states, accompanying the might be necessary. Atthesame time, here- 
governor's speecn, quested that the new troops might be under 
FURTHER REPORT, a brigadier, and the whole to be subjected to 

That the late unexpected measure of the his command. As there was already in sers 
officer of the United States at New London, vice more than the command of a brigadier, 
in withdrawing from the militia, in the na-/and a majority of general Taylor's corps was 
tional service, all supplies, : appears by the do-| now called to the fieid, his exceileney, with 
ct eee before then, to have been grounded |a just consideration of what was due to the 
on an express order from the secretary of | rights of individual states by the national con- 
war. stitution and laws, directed that the conmand- 
For some time past—with what propriety | er should accompany hismen. No doubt was 
your committee do not now enquire—t he U-| entertained that the national officer would 
nited States have been divided, by the national cheerfully acquiesce in the arrangement The 
executive, into military districts, of which ill health of general Taylor delay ed his arri- 
Connecticutand ithode {sland constituted one. | val till the 11th September, before which time 
In each of these districts is placed an ofiicer; the brigade under general Isham was dis- 
of high rank, who by order of the president, | missed. As the Connecticut troops on that 
assumes the sole power of calling for, and sta-| station had taken orders from the ofiicer of the 
tioning the militia, and of commanding all United States until the arrival of general 
forces, within his precincts, in service of the | | Taylor, it was matter of just surprise, thatany 
United States. To this district brigadier ge- jealousy should be manifested by the eeneral 
neral Cusnina has been assigned, and is. ‘governinent, on account of the exercise ree 
statione« at the garrisonsin New London and ,command by an officer of the militia—and of 
Groton. with about half a regiment of sol-/still more surprise, that the only objection to 
diers under his command. ithe command was, that he had not men 
On the first of July the president of the enough for an officer of his rank: when the 
United States, issued a circular frem the war general, who assigned that objection, had but 








departme: it, requesting the several executives | 


to furnish their respective quotas of ninety- 


three thousand five-hundred men, with pro- 
per oifivers, for the purpose of strengthening 
the Atlantic frontier aga inst the public enemy, 
and assigned three thousand with a major, 
general and other officers, as the proportion 
of this state uring the administrations of 
Washington, ddams, Jefferson, and the pre- 
sent chief magistrate, calls on the executives 
for detachments were made; but in every in- 


stance, whic: bas come to the knowledge of 


the com! ittee, were expressly authorised by 
a law ofconcress. ‘hose laws have all been) 
tempor ary—generally enacted for the occa- 
sion—and never of very long continuance. | 
Before the late call by Mr. Madison the last 
had expired; and with a due regard to pro 
priety, ire denominated that an tnvitation— 
not claiming it as a measure of authority. 
he cominander in chief, being very solici- 
tous to preserve entire harmony in conducting | 


about one half of a regiment in his district. 

By the 98th article of the rules and articles 
of ~var, enacted by congress, when a body of 
militia and another of national troops so unite 
as to form one corps, the ofiicer of highest 
grade shall command the whole. Whether 
the soldiers inthe garrisons formed one corps, 
with the militia encamped at New London, 
iwithin the meaning of the statute, the com- 
‘mittee do not enquire, as the command of 
those forts has never been claimed by an offi- 
cer of this state, and the superior rank of 
general Taylor renders the claim of the na- 
tional officer to command his troops, unque: 
tionably groundless. A major-general com- 
imanded at the same place, during a great 
proportion of the preceding season, with a 
imuch smaller detachment—and the troops 
were supplied and paid by the United States. 

'T'o the course adopted by general Cushing, 
he conceived himself bound by the secretary 





of war. In those orders the secretary ex- 
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pressly, deciares, “that when any slot hie un-|rlous ‘session -¥ ou assembled ata moment of 
der four thousand is required, a major general | great anxiety, and the inauspicious change in 
cannot be recognized.” Flad the whole de {the national affairs which was soon after an- 
tacnment of general Tylor been in the field, |nounced, has added a deep interest to your 
the consequences must have been the same.|deliberations. The alternative of a Cegrad- 
From that corps the supplies must, even then, jing submission to a public enemy, or a menly 
have oeen withdrawn, though its organiza- resistance has occasioned you neither doubt 
tion was in precise conformity with the diree-/nor hesitation Without changing your views 
tion of the president; for it did not contain four ef the character of the war, or of the mode 
thousand as ip cudahe by the seeretary of war. |of conducting It, you have evinced by your 
Officers of this state have in no instance effective e preparations, a just sensibility to the 
soucil tocommand the national forces. When !security and honor of your country. 
the troops, in the ordinary course of events,, But the extravagant demands of a foreign 
fell a er an officer of high rank, no doubt /enemy, do not constitute the sole ground of 
can -e entertained whetier he ought to exer-| ial arm It cannot be concealed that dangers 
cise tne command assiyned him, over the mi lof a most serious aspect approach us from 
litia of thisstate. ‘Ihe course adopted by his another quarter. ‘he embarrassmentalready 
excellency was in conformity with our consti-| experienced from the course pursued by the 
tutional rights, and with the plainest principles general government. connected with the bold 
of law and: Military usage. land hazardous sysiem of measures now In 2 
Since this unwarrantable measure of the/train for execution, give to the affairs of this 
general government, supplies have been fur-/nation a solemnity which few of us have ever 
nis ed by the commissary of this state. Our|witnessed. 
defence against the public enemy cannot for! The eventful history of our commonwealth 
@ momen: ve abandoned ‘The peopie of this’ will undoubtedly show that the fathers of 
state will defend their territory from invasion. New-: ngland have at times been agsailed by 
Whatever tt hey believe of the origin of the equal dangers; and the same record will also 
war—will submit to no unjust demands of a siiow the spiril with w hich they repelled them, 
foreign nation nor cease to discharge every’ We have inherited the first fruit of their toils; 
constitutional duty, though deeply sensible of shall it perish in our hands? 
the injustice which they suffer. The wise) Let us hope that ere long a sense of justice 
and concili: atory course adopted by the com-/will alike influence the common enemy, and | 
mander in chief, evinces that the evils we en our national councils, and that the constitu- 
dure wer? anavoidable, and that harmony with tion, that great bond of union, will escape 
the national rulers could not have been more the threatened violation; but let us remem- 
perfectly preserved, without a formal surren ber that our security under the favor of Divine 
der of tiiose high prerogatives, expressly re- Providence. must depend on our own unceas- 
served in the great charter of national sove- ing vigilance and exertions. You will feel 
reienty. By the blessing of Divine Provi-' the importance. gentlemen, of inculcating on 
dence, the states which share in the common our fellow citizens at this momentous junc- 
calamities may still find redress, and the peo- ture, that unanimity and firmness whic h you 
ple of the nation become regardful of our have here so eminently displayed. It is not 
rizhts. Signed by order, ‘improbable the preservation of our highest 
HENKY CHAMPION. interest will require you to re-assemble at no 
In the upper house the foregoing report is distant day- at present, accept my devout 





accepte J and approved. wishes for your personal happiness and for the 
sdticst THOMAS DAY. Secy. (safety of our country. 
Concurred in the house of Revresentatives. | R. SOLUTION. 


Attest CHARLES D.NISON Clerk. W hereas a plan of the secretary of the de- 
(aci-The principle of this report is openly at war| p?runent of war for filling up the regular 
with the preceeding adopted in Vermont, as to the army < of the United States has been submited 
right of the United Stuces* officers to command the|to the congress of the United States now in 
miliia. “Who shall dee:de when doctors disagree.” |: session. 2 nd a bill for an act to carry a part 
‘ of the same into execution Is pending before 
Pe a Hanrropp, (Sony e ov: 9. ,|the house of representatives of the United 
Phe general assembly of this state closed ‘States, the principles of which plan, and bili, 
their full session | yesterday. Enclosed I send if adonted, will place at the disposal of the ad- 
you the address of the governor to the two’ ministration of the United States’ government, 
houses, and a copy of a resolution which |, o¢ only all the militia of this state, but the 
was passed by anunants nous voteinthe council, | troops raised for the defence of this state, ot 
ot it! heed six dissenting, votes in the house. q period when the state was left unprotect- 
Aud Gentlemen of the Hot oa one Presentatives, ‘ed. And by the principles of which our sons, 
l verurn you the thinks of the state for your! brothers and friends, are made liable to be 
faithful services during a protracted and labo-! delivered against their will, and by force, 
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to the marshals and recruiting officers of the appearance, and 20 dollars for every month's 
United States, to be employ red, not for our! delinquency. Commissioned officers are to 
own defence, but for the conquest of Canada, be exempted from poll-tax the same as pri- 
or upon any foreign service upon which the/ vates. 

administration may choose to send them; or; A law subjecting each and every owner of 
impose upon the people of this state “a capi- an extra stage, carriage, waggon, cart or 
tation or other direct tax,’ limited by no. sleigh, who shall be convicted of running the 
rules but the will of officers appointed by the! Same ia any town in this state on the sabbath 
president of the United States. (except in going to or coming from public 
' And whereas the principles of the plan and worship) to a fine of 20 dollars. It also sub- 
bill aforesaid, are, in the opinion of this as-) jects tue owners of mail stages to 20 dollars 
sembly, not only intolerably burdensome and fine for every passenger they ‘shall be convict- 
oppressive, but uiterly subversive of the rights|ed of having conveyed in such stage or stages 
and liberties of the people of this state, and/on the sabbath. The passengers, if caught, 
the freedom, sovereignty and independence | are subject to the common fine for trespass of 
of the same, and inconsistent with the prin- the sabbath, 
| A law authorising the governor, at his dis- 











ciples of the constitution of the United States. | 
And whereas, it will become the imperious! ‘cretion, to employ any part of the military 
duty of the legislature of this state to exert) ‘force of this state in defence of any adjoining 
fhemse! ves io ward off a blow so fatal to the. state. 
hiberties of a free people— | The governor is also quthorised to purchase 
Resolved by this assembly, That in case! 2000 muskets and a quantity of ordnance and 
the pian and bill aforesaid, or any other bill) other munitic os of war. 
on that subject, containing the prine iples. A tax of two cents on the dollar on the list 
aforesaid, shall be adopt ed, and assume the of 1813, is laid, payable in June next. 
form of an act ef congress, the governor of | 
this: state is hereby requested, forthwith to| 
convoke the general asseinbly ; and, to avai 
delay, he is hereby authorised and requested | 
to issue his proclamati ion, requiring the atten. | Gentlemen of the Assembiy, 
dance of the members thereof, at such time Since vour ¢ adjournment the militia of our 
and piace as he may appoint, to the end/state, in the service of the United States. have 
that opportunity may be given to consider all been discharged; the largest portion of 
what measures may be adopted to secure and, which have been paid off, and ‘satisfactory as- 
preserve the rights and liber ties of the people, surances giventhat the remainder will be paid 
of this state, and the freedom, sovereignty in a few days. By the care and diligence of 


LEGISATURE OF NEW-JERSEY. 
GOVERNOR S MESSAGE. 
Gentlemen of the Council, and 


———— o- 








and independence of the same. 

General Assembly, October, 1814. 
Passed in the Upper iicuse, 

Attest, THO MAS D.¥, Secretary. 
Concurred in the House of Representativ es, 

Attest, CHARLES DUNISON? Clerk 
A true copy of recc ‘'d examined by 

THOMAS DAY, Secreiary. 


The following are some of the laws passed at fe 


the late session of the general assembly. 

A law authorising the governor to hieeciin 
on the credit of the state 40,000 dollars. 

A law increasing the salar y of the governor 
to 1509 dollars; that of the lieutenant govern- 
or to 1000 dollars: and that of the comptroller 
of the state to 1009 dollars. 

' A law granting to the committee of safety 
i dollars each, for every day they may be call- 
ed together for the service of the state. 

A law authorising any city in this state to 

make bye-laws directing where a military re 
dezvous may be held, where soldicrs may nt 
oe marched and exercised, to 


jurbance from the soldiery on the sabbath, &e. | 
A law increasing militar y fines to 4 dollars 
for non + ‘ppearance on the usual days of ex. 
ercise; it provides also that the militia wh en| 
galled cut en masse, pay 


y 17 dollars for non- 


prevent dis-| 


ithe treasurer, two months state allow: nee to 
‘the militia was paid about the time it became e 
due; the remainder, being about one month's 
lalle wance, has been necessarily delayed a few 
weeks until the coming in of the annual tax, 
and will be discharged as soon as the pay rolls 
lean be perfected. 

The experience of the last year has mani- 
ested some defects in the militia law, which 
‘will require your particular attention. In 
pursnance of your joint resoiution of the th 
of February last, I have obtained from 
war departn nent, an engagement to repay th, 
mo nies expended by the state in the repairs 
of the arms mentioned in said resolution. as 
soon as vouchers shall have passed the proper 
offices. As those repairs were noi done uncer 
my direction, | am not in possession of the 
| necessary ig eg to nape me to present 
‘this account for adjustme The adjutant 
general will lay before you thie annual return 
af the inilitia. Sufficient time has not el ay ised 
since the discharge of the militia to procure 
proper returns of the arms, ammunition and 
‘camp equipege. As soon as this can be done, 
la general return will be laid before you. In 
the recess of the legislature I have received 
communications from th e governors of Geor+ 
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gia, North-Carclina and Vermont, accompa- ed is fully removed, and the monster exposed 
nying resolutions of the legislatures of those/in its naked deformity, that the virtuous yeo- 
states, which are herewith laid before you.|manry ot New-itngland, warned by danger, 
It would have afforded great consolation if and animated with patriotism, will rise in 
the prospect of peace had kept pace with the| their strength and strangle it in its cradle. 
liberal and enlightened policy of our govern- Should it be said that the object of the 
ment to promote it; that the enemy havejeastern malcontents is not to dissolve the 
abandoned the iniquitous project of establish-| union, but only to compel the genera] govern- 
ing a savage barrier between civilized nations,;ment to change its measures. and pursue 
might have afforded some hope, if this had those marked out by them, or at most to com- 
not been counterbalanced by new pretensions |pei those in the administration to abandon 
equally exceptionable ; : their stations to make way for themselves. the 
‘Tt cannot have escaped vour observation, deleterious effect on the constitulion wouid in 
gentlemen, that a combination is forming In that case be even worse. In one case, a por- 
the ensiern states hostile to the constitution |tion of the union would be severed from the 
and government of the union, threatening a/ great body, which might become sounder by 
separation of the states. An honorable union, |the amputation; in the other. the constitution 
formed under the pressure of common danger, |itseif would be shaken to its foundation. If 
and cemented with the blood of patriots; a/an eastern confederacy can control the govern- 
constitution devised by the venerable states |ment, why not a middle, a southern or a 
men and sages of the revolution calculated to| western do the same? It requires no argu- 
preserve the liberties and promote the hap-| ment to prove that a body with four or five 
piness of unborn miilions; are about to be| heads constitutes a monster. 
broken up and cast to the wind ina paltry| ‘The fate of Greece ought to furnish a les- 
struogle for the gratification of a silly ambi-|son of instruction to every subsequent con- 
tion to govern. Had this section of the union| federacy of states. While united, it success- 
in time of peace seceded from the union, the fully withstood the combined powers of the 
act would have been greatly to have been de-| Persian empire; but as soon as the league was 
plored, and would in that case have merited broken by a combination of members against 
the appellation of folly ; but to meditate thejits head, and jealousy among themselves, it 
desertion of their brethren in the midst of a | fell an easy prey to the first invader, and at 
danzerous war, and thereby excite the exer- | this day groans in chains, a deplorable monn- 
tions and encourage the hopes of a vindictive ment of the folly of selfish policy, local jes1- 
enemy, gives rise to emotions easier felt than ousy and private ambition. One defect in the 
deccribed. Language scarcely furnishes epi-| Grecian confederacy was, that the laws acied 
thets of sufficient opprobriym, to apply to this on the states in their aggregate capacity, and 
dereliction of every honorable ieeling of the not on the individual citizens; delinquency 
mind Was it for this return that the intrepid was therefore punished by coercing the ste. - 
warriors of America, led by the illustrious | this necessarily produced violence, and vic- 
Washington, unfurled the triumphant banners | lence anarchy. ‘The framers of our excellent 
of the union on the plains of Massachusetts, constitution have wisely corrected this defect. 
and drove the enemy in disgrace from the} The laws of the United States act on the citi- 
eapitol? Can it be endured that the holy edi-| zens independent of ghe state authorities. The 
fice of our freedom, erected by the combined jviolaters of the laws of the union mav be 
wisdom and labor of the revolutionary patri- ‘brought to justice and compelled to obedience; 
ots, should be demolished by the wicked acts bab were consulting the states or in any way 
of a combination of men whose claims to pub |intermeddling wiih the portion of sovereignty 
lic consideration rests on no better foundation reserved to the state governments. The 
than an insatiable thirst of power? It must friends of the government wil! therefore have 
not be understood that it is intended to in-|a rallying point, and find protection in the 
volve in this censure the body of citizens of|\laws of the United States. This principle 
the eastern states—their steady habits and /weill attended to will be found to have an im- 
virtuous deportment entitles them to great re-' portant influence in the preservation of the 
spect and consideration. Candor, however,! union. 
requires us to deal plainly with them, appris-; Whatever may be the real motive, the os- 
ing them of the situation in which they are | tensibie complaint against the government at 
placed, that they are arifully led by unprin-|this time is the war. I think I am warranted 
cipled ambitious men to the verge of treason, |in saying, that no well informed man, free 
and a favorable opportunity only wanted to/from British attachments, is to be found, that 
plunge them and their country into irretriev |denies that the injuries inflicted on the per- 
able ruin and disgrace. ‘here is every reason|sons and property of our citizens by Great 
to hope, that as soon as the veil in which this| Britain afforded, on the principles of the laws 








conspiracy against the happiness and pros-|of nature and nations, a justifiable cause of 


perity of America is attempted to be shrowd-‘war. These injuries were avowed, persisted 
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in, and justified by the British ministry, and [89g ogest thelatter. Heaven has committed to 
satisfaction for the past and security for the fu-/ our keeping an invaluable stake, no less than 
ture direstly and peremptorily denied before! the liberties and independence of the only free 
ihe war was declared. ‘fhe war must, there-| government on earth. A remembrance of the 
fore, be considered a legitimate legal war in| virtues of our ancestors urges to the perform- 
the view of civilized nations, and, as it re-jance of a pious duty; posterity requires it at 
spects ourselves, constitutionally declared. It/our hands; nothing more is wanting to the 
must, however, be admitted, that there area accomplishment of this great object than a 
considerable number of respectable citizens|love of country. With a strict observance of 
in our country, who think that it would have} this vital principle of free government, and a 
been wiser to have borne in quiet the injuries! rational relianee on an all-wise and ov erruling 
inflicted on us, than to have encountered the| Providence, we may look forwarc with con ti 
calamities incident to a state of war, to re-}dence toa happy i issue to the conflict in which 
dress them; that on this question of public; we are engaged. 
policy the government misjudged. The re- ; have not the presumption to say, that in 
sult of the frequent eiections since the decla-| making the foregoing observations f have not 
ration of war evinces, however, that this is|been more under the influence of feeling than 
not the sentiment of the majority of the na-jwisdom. It is difficult, however, to judge 
tion. But in compliance with the desires of|correctly of the interest of the nation, without 
the minority, the government has done every’ feeling for its happiness and prosperity. Ifan 
thing towards obtaining peace that could be apology is wanting for touching upon this 
done consistently with the safety and honor of|subject at all, it is to be found in the moe 
the country. Very soon after the war broke|mentous crisis in the affairs of our country, 
a our government, in answer to a commu-/calling for measures of a decided and deter 
ication from admiral Warren, offered the mined character. 
British government to treat of peace, and for | WILLIAM S. P: NNINGTON. 
nearly two years have had commissioners in| Mew-Jersey, Jan. 11, 1815, 
Kurope for that purpose. These commission- | Reelicjeitaini 
ers, with full auihority from the government t, LE GISLATURE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
have offered the enemy reasonable terms of | GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 
peace; these terms have not yet ben accept. | | To the senate and house of representatives of 
ed, but on the other hand the enemy have set. the commonicealth of Pennsylvania. 
up unreasonable and humiliating demands on| Feilow-Citizens—Since the ac journment 
us, such as no man in our country has yet of the las! legislature, events have occurred of 
been found so destitute of virtue and public a character more interesting and im pressive 
spirit as to advocate the acceptance of. than any to be found in our annals for the last 
It appears to me, that a inan who opposes. ‘thirty years, nor has the history of the old 
the prosecution of the war is bound to say that | wor Id been less eventful or imposing. ‘The 
the condition of peace offered by the enemy is extraordinary overturnings and raising up of 
such as ought to have been accepted; other-. thrones in Europe, and the elevation and 
wise he is involved in the absurdity of ac- _prostration of royal families, have been so 
knowledging that we cannot have peace, and wonderful, rapid and unexpected zs to excite 
yet declaring, by his actions at least, that we our profoundest astonishment, and most ser?- 
=A not have war. A candid examination of ous reflection. Our extensive commerce, spi- 
the communes aie contained in the despatch- ritof enterprise, and sur ‘plus productions have 
es from our commissioners in Europe, must So intermixed our interests with those of the 
carry conviction to every mind, that our go- nations of Murope that even in a lime of peace 
vernment is seriously. disposed to peace.| we could not have been indifferent or uninte- 
Should it, however, so happen that the enemy rested spectators of the mighty scenes which 
should offer us such terms of peace us ought have passed before us. Involv ed, however, as 
to be accepted, and, contrary to every reason-|we are in a just and unavoidable war, with 
able expecta tion, the sovernment should be so | one of the most powerful nations of the world, 
insensible to its duty ‘and re zardless of the in- wecould not but mark with solicitude, events 
terest of the nation as to “reject them, we which promised to relieve our enemy from all 
should stand in need of no partial convention | resistance and restraint elsewhere, and enable 
at Hartford, or 2 hire to stop the pro- him to turn his whole force, resources and 
gress of the war. ‘he unanimous voice of a undivided attention upon us The encmy has 
free } pe pie would be heard; no adminis stration availed himself of such a state of things, so 
would be hardy enough to refuse to listen to it. ‘far as to send considerable reinforcemenis 
in our present si ituation we have no alter-|of veteran troops to his North Americar pos- 
native left but war or submission. After the sessions, and a large fieet and well appointed 
glorious stand made the lastcampaign against army, to blockade our bays and rivers, and 
the power of the British empire e, nothing short. bombard, destroy, and lay waste all our as- 
of the basest cowardice or fou lest treason Car sailable villages, towns and cities, ‘i'his force, 
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by a rapid movement, exposing itself to cap-{decision and preparation, there is safety and 
ture or destruction, penetrated to Washington honor, but any other course will inevitably 
city. It was captured with attendant circum. | lead to suffering and disgrace. ‘To you, the 
stances of barbarism, which disgrace and ren-| representatives of the people, the people have 
der hateful the conquerors, who thus outraged}a right to look, and do look for the perform- 
all the laws and usages of honorable warfare |ance of all those extraordinary duties which 
The consternation which was excited on the|the times impose on you. The Jast summer has 
seaboard, is almost inconceivable to those/read to us such a lesson as I trust we shall 
who reside i in the interior. Happily, however, profit by, and that, if these ruthless invaders 
for our country and for human, nature, it was;come again, they will find us 2very where 
the last triumph of barbarian arms. Discom-| prepared and resolute. 
fiture and disgr ace have followed hard upon| Tie conflagration of Washington and the 
him ever since. At Baltimore the militia|continued menacing language and attitude of 
marched forth to meet the veterans of Britain, | the enemy having excited general anxiety and 
the spirit of therevolution was roused, the ei solicitude for the | safety of Philadelphia. I re- 
vading army were compelied to retreat, and| paired to that city, accompanied by the secre- 
the bom! ha rding fleet compeiied to retire, and |tary of the commonwealth and state treasurer, 
the mothers, wives and children of the brave | whose presence and advice very much facili- 
once more siept in quiet. tated the objects of my journey, which were 
The ‘ad's of INiagara, under the dauntless|to get into ihe field, arm and equip a force 
general 3rovn, stayed the onward course of |adequate to the defence of that city and the 
the ri lish troops and by displays of consum-| shores of the Delaware : by an unremitted at- 
mate skill and heroic bravery taught them to | tention, and acting in concert with the gene- 
do homage to American soldiers On Lake ral commanding for the United States in this 
Champlain the squadron of the galiant com-| ‘district, such a force was obtained, notwith- 
modore Macdonough has conquered and cap- ‘standing considerable embarrassment caused 
tured another fleet, again irradiated with glo- | ‘by the almost exhausted condition of the 
ry our flag, and in conjunction with the army! United States’ arsenal. From an order by 
of the brave | general Macomb has preserved | ‘the war department directing the generals of 
the peace of an immense tract of countr y and | military districts to supply with equipments 
shielded the inhabitants from the tomahawk ‘the militia called into service, | had inferred 
of the savage that car np eq ‘uipments, arms and munitions of 
Qur sm all ships and privateers have cover- wa ar were in store ready for delivery. I was 
ed tie seas ; and on the seacoast of the enemy _|mistaken: in consequence of large requisitions 
they have been so vigilant and courageous having been previously made from ihe south. 
that it has become unszfe for him Lo pass even I’ hese difficulties, however, and many others 
from one of his own ports to another—they | were surmounted, and so respectable 2 force 
have retaliated uponthe enemy the system of encamped as has probably contributed to de- 
capturing and destroying to an extent gre ater |ter the enemy from any attempt against the 
than he could have imagined, and, as if in/|capital of the state. 
mock of the blockade, our vessels and their | Whilst on this subject, I may be permitted 
prizes have come in andrunout as at pleasure. |to remark that the various and important 
Their skill, seamans! hip and valor, will carry | ‘duties incumbent on the executive, which can 
our fa:ne upon the wings of the wind, and the |only be discharged at the seat of government. 
waves of the waters, teach all nations to re-|where the records and state seals are kept, 
spect us, and acknowledge that though pa-|will not allow of his absence for long periods, 
tient, and long suifering, we will neither be|/without great public inconvenience; it is 
injured nor insulted with impunity. therefore to be avoided. me exposure to in 














The latest advices induce a belief in some ivasion of the eastern and we fern Sec ‘ions of 
minds that peace may possibly result out of Pennsyivaria requires, for the’ r defence, that. 


our mission to Murope, and that the thousands |the earliest and most correct information of 
and tens of thousands of armed men, who/the situation of those parts of the state should 
overspread its continent may again unsheath | be conveyed to the executive by persons in 
their swords and again struggle for victory | whose talents. integrity and avo} ion to the 
and dominion. Let the result of the negocia-|support of the gov ernment of the state and 
tions at Ghent or at Vienna be what Ye may,'U nited States, in all their lawful and consti- 
itis the part of wisdom and of patriotism to | ‘tutional measures, he can fully confide. | 
calculate upon, and prepare for, war rather | suggest the utility of authorizing 2 commis- 
than peace. If honorable peace comes, come jsion of such persons as W ell for the thdve Spe- 
when it will, it will be weleome, and we shall jcified purpose as for that of confidentially 
always be prepared to receive it; but if we|communicating and co operating with the 
mistakenly repose in the prospect of peace, | UD Jnited States’ comm: anding general of the 
we may unpreparedly be awakened by the district The sanction of legislative authori- 
thunder of the enemy’s cannon. In energy,'ty would give respectability t to such a body, 
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and their being appointed by, and responsible ble. One of its sections, commanding militia 
to, the government, would insure more confi- officers of certain grades to communicate to 
dence, and be less liable to distrust or suspi- the legislature the. defects they may discover, 
cion, than an irregular or unauthorized asso- and a persuasion that much information has 
ciation. ‘been collected in the summer by the gentle- 
The inilitia of this state, now and lately in| men of the legislature, I shall not attempt to 
the field, under requisitions from the president | detail the errors and contradictionsof the law: 
of the United States, turned out attheircoun- I will, however, take occasion to remark that 
try’s call, with a promptitude which reflects there is in Pennsylvania an over proportion 
upon thea signal honor. It was particularly of cavalry. It is ascertained that for service 
gratifying to observe that when danger was they are not in demand; except as videttes 
impending, many volunteer companies were none have been required by the general go- 
formed, uniformed and officered, in compli- vernment. It follows that a horseman and 
ance with an invitation contained in general| an exempt are, in our militia law, almost sy- 
orders of the 27th of August last. These |nonimous. Irecommend, that rifle and artil- 
corp:, composed of the most respectable eits-(lery corps be promoted and cherished; they 
zens, repaired with a laudabie zeal to Phila-jare believed to be the best defence of our 
delphia, then considered in imminent danger, country, and it is presumed that experience 
‘ney were then organized into battalions and| has demonstrated that our sharp shooters and 
regiments, and oificered agreeably to the pro-, gunners are equal to any in the world. 
visions of our militia law. it is much to be; Uniform certainly produces a most valuable 
regretted that any portion of such companies, |effect in our militia, as it never fails to excite 
animated by honorable motivesand intenticns, a portion of soldierly pride. When well ap- 
and received iato the United States service, pointed volunteer corps and not uniformed 
under a special guarantee of the rights and militia companies are encamped together, or 
privileges secured to them by the laws of meet on parade, the one is apt to feel envy, 
Pennsylvania, should have had their ardor|and the other to show contempt; these and 
damped, their harmony destroyed, and their) other considerations induce me to sugrest the 
officers treated with disrespect arrested and|uniforming the militia at the public expense; 
arraigned. It would be in vain to seek for when called intoactual service. The expense 
any honorable or public spirited incentive to of a cheap uniform and a provision for the 
2 proceeding, which, while it wounds the just tamily of the poor man, who endangers health 
pride of men of worth and eourage, it essen-/and life without any other stake in the publie 
tially injures the public service. cause than his personal, political and retigt- 
I would be culpable, while thus doing justice ous liberty, would be a tax which should be 
to the merits of the militia of one section of willingly paid by the opulent. Ifthis scheme 
the state, were I to omit stating to the legis!a-|be decmed ineligible, 1 suggest that the pro- 
ture the high senselenrertain of the patriotism’ mise of the state to repay the price of the 
and courage of those generous militia who,| uniform to every man who performs faithful 
without order or invasion, flew to arms, and !y a fulltour of duty, would probably be in- 
of their own good will marched to Baltimore |ducementssuiliciently strong for the militiate 
and had the honor to aid in repulsing the ene uniform themselves. 
my. Such deyotion to the public weal, ifuni-; That a well organized and well disciplined 
versal, would soon compel the enemy to aban-! militia is the truest safeguard of the republic, 
don the system of marauding and depreda- Iam firmly convinced. Yet when we are ct 
ting, upon which he has so uniformly acted, war with a vigilant and veteran enemy, who 
While we acknowledge the high deserts of! with his numerous fleets commands our bays 
those who marched to the defence of the sea-|and rivers, by facility of transportation, excites 
board, let us not be unmindful of the brave constant alarms, and makes necessary the sta- 
Peansylvania militia, who, at the battles of tioning of forces at all exposed places; when 
Chippewaand Bridgewater,gloriously redeem- we take into consideration the great sacrifices 
ed the honor which had been compromitted |} made by individuals, and the injury to the 
on the shores of the Niagara. This regiment, ' state by the interruption of the labor of farm. 
having faithfully performed its tour of duty, ers, mechanics and manufacturers, that is oc 
was honored by the thanks of the command-!casioned by frequent calls upon the militia. 








-ing general. They deserve well of the state; When the enormous expense caused thereby, 


and of their country. land the time lost in marching them from dis- 


Although the laudable enterprise and emu-|tant places, and training them for service, are 
lation of our’ ellow-citizens has hitherto in a also considered, I cannot but deem it my duty 
great measure, supplied the many defects of|to recommend the raising immediately a few 
our militia law, yet so numerous and obvious | regiments to serve during the war for the de 
are its imperfections, that to apportion equal-| fence of the state. Such a permanent, wel! 
ly upon ail the burthens caused by the war, | disciplined force, supported and reinforced as 
avy entire revision of the system is indispensa- occasion might require by drafted or volun 
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teer militia would prove economical, preserve 
many valuable lives, prevent individual dis- 
tress and publie loss, and add much to the se- 
eurity of the country. J would call your at- 
tention to the establishment of a medical de- 
partment, as essential to the health of the 
troops, and will take oecasion also to remark, 
that the duties imposed on the adjutant gene- 
ral are so important, various and diffuse, that 
it is impossible, particularly in'a state of war, 
for anv individual te perform them. 


Amongst the munitions of war provided for 


our militia, of which a detailed account will 





{ 
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last legislature, to replenish the treasurv, 
which had been exhausted by extraordinary 
expenses at Krie, and by the purchase of mc- 
nitions of war there and elsewhere. ‘The re- 
ceipts of the commonwealth, however, prov- 
ing adequate in the month of August last to a 
repayment, and deeming the anticipated re- 
ceipts as sufficient to meet any probable de- 
mands on the treasury, I ordered a repayment 
of the loan, eonnecting with the act the ex- 
pression of a wish that the bank, if required, 
weuld again aid the government. In the au- 
tumn an application was mace, and that insti- 





be furnished in the adjutant general’s report, | tution very honorably, at the rate of interest 
will be found, tents sufficient to cover more, prescribed in its charter, reloaned to the state 
than 17,000 men, anda large quantity of other! .§ 100,060. The hostile attitude maintained 
camo equipments: 1009 rifles have been re-|ty our enemy on our seaboard, and the pecu- 
ceived out of the United States’ arsenal, and| har situation of the general government re- 
repaired at the expense of the state, and 560/ quired the application of the resources of the 
new ones have been purchased. ‘I‘heee arms, commonwealth to provide the necessarymeans 
with nearly 8900 muskets received from the;of defence; heavy expences were necessarijv 
United States, as part of the quota of- Pennsyl- incurred, which, together with large demands 
vania, under an act of congress forarming ihe jJately made under the act entitled “An act 
whole militia, added to the state arms repair- for the improvement of the state.” made ad- 
eland repairing, and a respectable park of/ditional loans necessary; a general account of 
artillery will furnish a force sufficient, under| which, and of other matters relative to tie 
providence, to revel any army the enemy may financial concerns of the stale reported to me, 
land. There is now inthe state arsenal in the accompanies this communication. ‘his and 
city of Philadelphia, much valuable property.'a more detailed account sereafter to be exhi- 
‘he discharge of the mililia now and lately in |bited, embracing elso the accounts of the ad- 
the service of the United States, will consi-'jutant general and his deputies, and of pey- 
derably increase it. The care of the arsenal;ments made to Pennsylvania ariiitia in the 
ought to be confided to some persons of known scrvice of the United States, will be such an 
integrity, who might also superintend the|exhibition of our finances as wil! satisfactorily 
safe keeping and repairing of the public arms. show the necessity of the loans, and the faith- 
Some disbursements may have been made |ful and economical appropriation of the public 
net in the contemplation of the last legisla-;means, and induce the legislature to adopt 
ture, such as the purchase of blankets and|measures for replenishing the public treasury, 
warm clothing for those of our volunteers and /and providing against the want. of future loans. 
militia who left home in the summer, and/|Itis gratifying toknowthat our resources are 
were to continue in the field in very severe abundant and untouched. 
weather, and had not the means nor the op-; Heretofore to express my opinion against 
portunity to provide for themselves; these ar-|an increase of the banking institutions hus 
ticles were tendered for so much as they cost,/been a painful duty. That bank paper hes 
and so accepted by the receiver on account of|been too much multiplied is now generally 
his pay. ‘The health and comfort of the men|admitted ; but insomuch as it exists under the 
could only by such a measure be secured. I/guarantee of legislative acts, and as much ef 
vast, therefore, that this act, and an advance|the property of the state, as well as of indi- 
of money to contractors to purchase provi-|vidua!s, is involved, it is incumbent to pro- 
sions for our troops hastily collected for the|tect the banks, as far as justice and the con- 
defence of Philadelphia and the.shores of the/stitution will permit. By the purchase cf 
Jielaware, will meet the approbation of an| British government bills and British goods 
enlightened legislature—As many, if not a!l)smuggled into our country, and through other 
of the men furnished with biankets and cloth-; means adopted by enemy partisans, such im- 
ing are poor, and have families to maintainjmense sums of gold and silver have been 
by their daily labor, it would be an act of)drawn from the banks of the middle aid 
kindness, if not of justice, to relieve them)|southern states to the eastward, and thence 
from the cendit‘on on which those articles! into the coffers of the enemy, as has made it 
were furnished—the sum expended amounts|necessary for most of our banks to stop specie 
mot to more than 11,624 dollars 63 cents. ipayments. ‘his precautionary measure, 
Under a law passed the 25th February last,|have learned, has produced a threat of a suit 
a loan was obtained from the Philadelphia at law being commenced, against one of tie 
Dank of .$100,000, before the rising of the{banks. Should this be realized, and jnd- 
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wicnt and execution follow, the presumption 
is that a similar fate would await the other 
banks. Thus.the whole system would become! 
shaken, and the state and individzals be se 
yiously embarrassed. Fully aware of the 
delicacy of this subject, yet satisfied that it 
demands legislative interference, 1 submit it; 
to your judgments to make such provision as | 
the interest of the commonwealth and the 
weilare of the community require. . 
Although numerous and interesting sub- 
jects, arising out of the peculiar situation of 
‘our.countery, will occupy mech of your atten- 
tion, it is hoped the importance of education 
and diffusion of knowledge, the encourage- 
ment and fostering of manufactures, as the 
principal mean to perpetuate the real and 
practical independence of our country will 
e088 a share of your deliberations, as will 
also the report of the attorney general on the 


in them lies, men, money, eredit, contidencg 
and affection, in a word, all means vigorously 
to conduct the war and honorably attain peace, 
‘These men no longer in privaie whisper their 
schemes, but in public legislative debate and 
acts avow their intention to sever the union. 
These are events deeply to be deplored by 
every friend of freedom and humanity, as 
preludes to a civil war, the most unprofitable, 
djsastrous, and sanguinary of all conflicts; 
however we may regret or disapprove of such 
unnatural and unjustifiable dispositions and 
deportment, we are not now called upon to 
legisiate or act upon them, if we were I am 
sure the constituted authorities and people of 
Pennsylvania, would unitedly, rally round the 
standard of the union, and put down the ma- 
chinations of all disorganizers, and execute 
the laws upon all traitors who should dare to 
take up arms against our happy union, and 





subject of criminal jurispradence—the sup- 








set at nought the constitution which is hallow- 


pression “of that baieful and immoralizing |ed by the name of the immortal Washington. 


practice, horse-racing, and its concomitant 
vices, gambling—the regulation and equal- 
zation of tavern licenses—certain suggestions 
relative as well to the sale of unseated lands, 
for taxes, as to the arbitration system—to the 
frequent sitting aside verdicts of juries—to 
larcenies committed without the state—to the 


inetliciency of the writ of habeas corpus—to 


the frequent petitions for pardon, urging the 
want of employment for convicts as the ground 


for the application—to the want of a court of) 
revision in capital cases—are subjects, some! 
| Harrisburg, December, 10th, 1814. 


! 


of them, if not all, of much interest, which 
in a communication dated the 10th of Decem- 


ber, 14:3, I had submiited to the considers | 


tion of the last legislature, but from the great 
press of more important business, it is pre- 


sumed, were passed over, I beg leave to sub-| 
mit them again, and for motive and object to; 


refer tue legislature to that communication. 

' At a period so eventful as the present it 
cannot be toe often inculeated that the integri- 
tv, freedom and happiness of our country 
eminently depends on the energy and wisdom 
of thase who administer the national govern- 
ment, and the confidence which the people 
shall manifest in them, as well as in the sup- 
port which that government receives from the 
states composing the union; in proportion as 
these truths are felt and acknowledged will 
be the regret yon will feel, as citizens and le- 
gislators, at the undisguised hostility which is 
manifested in the eastern section of the union, 


‘against the measures adopted or proposed for 


the preservation of our rights, national and 
individual. Rights which the God of nature 
has bountifully bestewed upon us, and the 
enjoyment of which is inseparable irom our 
existence as an independent nation. This con- 
fluct is the more jastly offensive, inasmuch 
as the ground taken for hostility is produced 


By those oppogents who withhold as much as 


The situation of our country is perilous, but 
by no means desperate. Our cause is just, 
our resources great, our fellow-citizers brave, 
intelligent and patriotic; it is only necessary 
that competent authority should bring them 
into action, and our country will, by the bless- 
ing of Heaven, ride triumphantly through the 
storm. It will be my pride and pleasure to 
co-operate with you in every measure which 
shall promise to promote the happiness of our 
‘constituenis and country. 


SIMON SNYDER. 








LEGISLATURE OF MARYLAND. 
GOVCRNOR’S MESSAGE. 
Council chamber, Dec. 10, 1814. 

GenTLemMen—On addressing you at the 
opening of the present session, it is to be re- 
gretted that the aspect of our public affairs 
affords little cause for congratulation. 

The appearance of the enemy on our coast 
early in the summer as was predicted by the 
legislature at their last session, rendered it 
necessary to make the best preparations for 
defence of which the state was capable. Ac- 
cordingly the militia of counties most liable 
to Invasion were called into actual service; 
‘and as the situation of the country became 
‘more alarming, scch a portion of the troops 
as could with prudence be spared from the 
third division (two thopsand of them having 
imarched, agreeably to the president’s requi- 
‘sition of April, for the defence of Baltimore) 
were also directed to hold themselves in rea- 
diness to repair at a moment’s notice to the 
scene of danger. 

These armaments together with the inci- 
dental purchase and transportation of military 
stores and provisions, haye necessarily requir- 
ed very considerable disbursements: yet if we 
advert to the desultory kind of warfare which 
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ihe enemy is pursuing, and consider the hat- hundred and thirty-three thousand bine hun® 
tassing service to which dur ten must con- dred and eighty-eight doilars and fifty-fout 
gequeatly be exposed, it 1s presamed that the cents, from which, if the balance of the ap- 
expenditures will not be found incompatible | propriations for arms, viz: fifty-two thousand 
with the most judicious economy. seven hundred and eighty nine dollars and 
In compliance with the requisition of the |seventy-seven cents be deducted, there will 
president on the executive, dated the 4th of remain but eighty-one thousand one hundred 
July, for thé state to furnish six thousandjand ninety eight dollars and seventy-seven 
troops for the general defence, orders were |cents ; a sum, we believe, inadequate to satis- 
issued to the diferent brigadiers to organize, fy the claims already incutred tor militia ser- 
and cause to proceed to the designeied ren |vices. _ aes ; 
dcezvous, their respective quotas of men| ‘To raise funds for this object, and for out 
These orders were obeyed with as much’ defence for the ensuing year, whetver by loan 
promptitude as our present militia system is at an additional interest, or by a sele of pub- 
capable of enforcing. On the 19th of Au- lie stock, (for taxation seems to have been 
ust last, wé reccived a letter (of which No. extended to its utmost bounds) rests with the 
lis a copy) from the general commanding the} wisdom of the legislature. | 
tenth military district, stating that he had) We beg leaye to observe, that as the gene- 
“been authorised by the president to acceptiral government has given-so many equivo- 
on behalf cf the United States, all the milit': |¢al proofs of a defect cither of ability or in- 
then in service, under the authority of the'elination to affor: us protection, nothing re-, 
state of Maryland, as well elsewhere as atjmains but that we cali forth these méans of 
Annapolis.” Giving to this communication deience which are still in cur possession. W¢ 
the construction which the liberality of its would, therefore, suggest the propriety of con- 
proposition appeared to justify, and which sidering whether it would not beadvisable to 
seemed sd congenial with the spirit of the|raise, by enlistment, a certain number of 
constitution, which provides for the general ‘troops expressly for the defence of the state; 
defence, the executive of Maryland, on the their service to continue Curing the war, and 
17th of October, wrote the letter marked No they to receive the same pay and to enjoy the 
2, to the secretary of war, requesting explicit |same privileges as soldiers of the United 
‘nformation as to the time when the accept-|States. It appears to us that eight or ten re- 
ance of our niilitia took effect ; they also 1e-\giments might be advantegeously organized 
ferred him to an act of congress passed on the in this manner, and employed according to cir- 
i8th of April last, which provides, that the|stances, erthtr in conjunction with or separate- 
expences incurred in cases of calls on the niihi- lly from the militia. ‘This corps would sneedi- 
tia made by the authority of astate or territo-|jy communicate to the latter an emulative 
ry, waich may be approved by the president, spirit and habits of subordination, and thns 
shall be adjusted and paid by the United|the etate of Maryland might soon boast of ar 
States. Conscious that our calls upen the|efficient force, without having recourse to ar 
militia had been made exclusively for the pur-|unconstitutional and slavish conscription 
pose of repelling invasion, which might rea-| Should the plen now proposed not meet the. 
sonably be considered one of the cases con-!approbation of the legislature, a revision of 
templated by the above recited act, it could cur militia laws will become indispensable. 
not be presumed that the president would| Inthe third year of a war, which we ever 
hesitate to sanctionthem. In this Just xpec-| deprecattd as unnecessary in iis origin, and 
tation we have, however, been disappointed.|ruinovs in its consequences, we behold our 
No notice having been taken of our firs! appli-| national treasury exhausted, ourcouncils con- 
eation to the secretary, it was repeated on the | fused and vacillating, and the peop'e bowed 
t1th ultimo, bat an answer from him has not}down with ditiiculties, while the administra- 
yet been received. tion aré as tar from obtaining the ostensible 
Of the loans authorized by the resolution | object of contention as when ibey issued the 
of May, 1615, for four hundred and fifty thou- | first Canadian proclamation ; nay, they have 
sand dolfirs, and of the last session.for onejevén abandoned it as a forlorn hope; for in 
hundred and fifty thousand; four hundredand|the late instructions to ovr enyoys, it is no 
thirty-six thousand have been obtained. Of}longer ingisted on, as a sine cue ron of 2 trea- 
this sam one hundred and twenty-seven thou- ity, that Great Britain shall relinguish the 
sand two handred and ten dollars and twenty |right of impressment. Amidst this general 
three cents, have been expended under the|suffering we have, however, thé consolation 
appropriation of one hundred and eighty 'to pereeive a spirit of liberty and love of 
thousand dollars for the purchase of arms ;|country, animating the breasts of our citizens. 
ind one hundred and seventy-four thonsand|\Though we are bafiled in all our attempts at 
eight hundred and one dollars end tiwenty-| foreign conquests, success attended our gal- 
three cents, in defraying the expences of the|\lant navy, and (with one disgraceful EXCEp, 
militia: a balance therefore remains of one tion) victory has crowned us in every conflict 
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undertaken in defence of our hemes. Here 
we jizht the cause of virtue, and may there- 
fure rely on the protection of Heaven. 
We have the honor to be, with great re- 
spect, your obedient servants, 
WILLiAM B. MARTIN. 
: President of the council, 
Vhe hon. the General Assembly. 
(No. 1.) 
Washington, dugust 18, 1814. 
Sir—I have been authorised by the presi- 
dent to accept on behalf of the United States 
all the militia now in the service under the 
authority of the state of Maryland, as well 
elsewhere, 2s al Annapolis. This includes 
the cavalry here, as also general Stuart's corn- 
inand below. «As i haveno doubt that it will 
be acceptable to you; [have been making pro- 


visional arrangements with ecvolonel Filghman| 


and general Stuart. You will please, there. 
fore, send your order to general Stuart to that 
effect, and direct colonel Hood to take my 
order, and to send without delay a return of 
lis strength. 
(Signed) WM. H. WINDER. 
His excellency Fevin Winder, 
gov. of Maryland, Annapolis. ! 
(Cepy.) NINIAN PINKNEY, 
Clerk of the council, 
(No. 2) 
Council Chamber, Oct. 17, 1814. 

Sir—‘We sometime ago received a letter 
from brig. gen Winder, informing us, that he 
had‘ been authorised by the president to ac 
cept on behalf of the United States all the 
militiathen in service under the authority of 
the state of Maryland, including cavalry as 
well as infantry,” but as we do not know the 
exact period whence to date this acceptance, 
we must request the favor of you to give us 
the necessary information, that we may give 
directiuns to have the pay rolls and iilitia 
accounts arranged in conformity thereto, pre- 
yaratory to their being presented for a ftnal 
adjustment. : 

As connected with this subject, we beg 
leave to call your attention to the 10th secti- 
on ofan act of congress, passed on the 18th of 
April last, entitled ‘‘an act in addition to the 
act to provide for calling forth the militia to 
execute the laws of the union, &c.” by this 
clause it is provided “that the expenses incur- 
red, orto be incarred, by marching the mili- 
tia of any state or territory of the United 
States to their places of rendezvous, in pur- 
suance of a requisition ofthe president of the 
United States, or which shall have been or 
nav be incurved in cases of calls made by the 
authovity ofany state or territory which shall 
have been or may be approved by him, shall 
be adjusted and paid in like manner as the 
expences incurred after their arrival at such 
place of rendezvous on the requisition of 
the president of the United States, &o” 


It appears evidently to us that this lay 
intended to embrace all expences of the militia 
necessarily incurred in the defence of any 
state or part thereof; we therefure deem it ex- 
pedient to inform you, that a considerable 
portion of the militiaof Maryland were called 
into service for the express purpose of aiding 
commodore Barney’s tletiila in the Patusent; 
an entire brigade was also engaged in defend- 
ing the shores of St. Mary's and Charles coun- 
ties, When the enemy entered the Po'omac; a 
number of troops were employed also in re- 
pelling marauding parties from some of the 
counties on the eastern shore, and others were 
ordered out for the defence of Baltimore, pri- 
or to the president's first requisition. As all 
these calls were made for thé safety of the 
) state, and such only as her exposed situation 
imperiously demanded, we trust that the pre- 
sident will have no hesitation to sanction them, 
and orderan adjustment in the mode conteni- 
plated by the act of congress. We vespect- 
fully solicit your early attention to this sub- 
ject, and are, sir, with due consideration, 
Your obedient servants, 
LEVIN WINDER. 

The hon. the secretary of war. 

True copy from the letter-book of the coun 
‘cil of the state of Maryland, 
NINIAN PINKNEY,, 

Clerk of the council. 


} 





| LEGISLATURE OF VIRGINIA. 
Counci, CuamBer, Ocv. 10, 1514 
fellow citizens of the senate and house of de- 
legates. 

Weighty considerations, arising from the 
peculiar state of our affairs, induced the exe- 
cutive to convoke the legislature. 

The war continues to rage with unabated 
malignity on the part of the enemy, who, pro- 
fiting by the course of events in Europe, has 
greatly enlarged the scale, while he has ma- 
terially changed the theatre of his operations. 
The war is no longer waged at a distance—it 
has been brought into the bosom of our coun- 
try, conducted ina spirit of Vandalism, and 
with aview to ulterior purposes, which can- 
not fail to arouse whatever of patriotisin, of 
courage, of pride, and of indignation, exists 
among men who duly appreciate their liberty 
and honor, and who are resolved to defend 
them. ‘l'o repel these audacious pretensions, 
it is necessary to call forth the energies of the 
nation. The representatives of the people, 
the depository of the public will, can alone et- 
fect this desirable object; and hence you have 
been thus early convened in general assembly. 

It isnot to be disguised that the present is 
a day of trial to our country—a consequence 
of the extraordinary revolution whieh has oc- 
curred in Kurope, and which will form an 
epoch in its history. For the war, whieh had 
so long desolated iat portion of the earth, 
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terminated against all human calculation in;names of heroes by whose valorous spirit 
the downfal of France. ‘he overwhelming|these splendid achieyments have been effect- 
confederacy which had been leagued against /ed, are by the common consent of mankind, 
her, entered her capital in triamph, and from consecrated to imperishable fame. ‘Upon these 
thence dictated the terms of her submission.| propitious events, | beg leave to congratulate 
She was compelled to relinquish those con-| you. 
quests which had extended her empire to dis- In the interesting period which I have been 
tant lands, and, retiring within her ancient| describing, Virginia has been called to act an 
limits, exhausted and spiritless, she reposes|important part. The enemy has continually 
again under the sceptre of a Bourbon. carried on a war against our Atlantic frontier, 
In this wonderful revolution some among/marked with circumstances of atrocity, which, 
us believed they saw the-sure pledges of uni-| while ruinous to individuals, has been infa- 
versal: peace. The pretexts to which Great) mous to himself. Wheresoever he has landed, 
Britain resorted as a justification of her con-|his footsteps are to be traced by scenes of ra- 
tinued outrage and injury to us no longer ex-| pine and conflagration. His invasions were 
isted—The spectre of universal conquest;sudden and by surprise, while his retreats 
which had so long haunted Ler own imagina-|were precipitate and cowardly. He was eve- 
tion, and the fear of which she had but too|ry where met by the local militia. 
successfully imparted to others, was suddenly} So soon as the great events before alluded 
laid by the humiliating deposition and exile}to had occurred in Europe, the executive of 
of the extraordinary character who had so}this commonwealth, expecting nothing from 
long filled the world with the reuown of his| the forbearance of England, was apprehensive 
exploits, while he disturbed its repose by the) that Virginia, for various reasons, would be- 
restlessness of his ambition. come the theatre of her hosti‘e operations. 
Had the counsels of Great Britain been di-!| Studiously avoiding, however, on the one 
rected by moderation, a sence of justice, or hand either the unnecessary harrassment of 





a regard of the happiness of mankind, the|our militia or the premature expenditure of 


world, once more, would have been at peace.|the small fund appropriated to military pur- 
‘he result, however, shews that these are! poses, we avoided for some time actually em- 
a . a + 4 a 7 . - A 
considerations, which have no influence with | ploying a force for the defence of the interior; 
her. For at a moment so tavorable to her!but ou the other hand, feeling the necessity 
: « x ~ ‘ bd o 2 . =e y 
interest, when the course of cvents had lett|of being prepared as well as our limiled means 
her nothing to ask for, and when in some de-|would permit, we directed twenty-four regi- 
gree she was lulling our vigilance to sleep by| ments of the neigbouring militia to be held 
holding out prospects of peace, as likely to re-|in readiness, cumpletely armed and equipped 
cult froma negociation solicited by herself, and|to take the field at a moment's warning. At 
met by us in the sincerest spirit of conciliation, | length appearances became so menacing; that 
she determined to execute against us a fell/it was deemed advisable to aid the local mi- 
and malignant purpose. Suddenly relieved}litia by a respectable detachment from a dis- 
from fear by the downfall of her once formi-/tance, a measure which received the sanction 
dable rival, and availing herself of the great | of the general government. Upon the enter- 
means gt annoyance prepared for Muropean|ing of our waters of the last formidable ar- 
operations, she dispatched formidable arma-|mament of the enemy, the number of the 
nents to the United States, to lay waste andj troops assembled in the neighborhood was 
desolate every assailable point, if net annihi-|doubled, and after the successfal attack on 
late our very existence as a nation. Itis a! Washington, with the destruction of property 
souive of joy and pride, mingled with devout} which attended it, large masses of militia were 
gratitude to the Great Disposer of events, that directed to ta ke the field ; ‘Ho this course we 
these hostile designs have been uniformly re-| were invited by a determination to cause our 
sisted with firmness and success, wilh the ex-|measures to be equal to a successtul defence, 
. ° . . ‘ . i . ~ . a . a se 3 ‘ ihe 
ception of an intrusion by surprise into the/and to supply the defect of discipline by supe- 
capital of the union, and the humiliating ca-/rtority of numbers.—In addition to which. [£ 
pitulation of a neighboring town. We have!appealed to the patriotism of my fellow citi- 
seen inferior numbers, directed by xperienced} zens, and called upon them to rally around 
generals, achieving prodigies of valor. We) the unfurled banners of their country. This 
have seen raw and undisciplined militia driv-|appeal was not made in vain. For the mo- 
ing the conquerors of Portugal, of Spain, and nent, party distinctions were forgotten—every 
of France, and whilst binding around their|description of citizens, the high and the low, 
own brows unfading laurels, throwing an | from the east and the west, and from the 
everlasting shade on the military character of}north and the south, animated by one senti- 
the enemy. Champlain, Plattsburg, Niagara|ment came rushing on; they surrounded their 
and Mivie, have been the theatres of our glory,|capitol, the monument of their independence, 
and will be cherished by every genuine Ame-|and swore they would defend it or die—a 
read with the fondest recollections; while the'spectacle was exhibited most gratefel to the 
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friends of tépublican government. It pre- 
‘sented the proudest day which Virginia has 
seen since the foundation of the common- 
wealth. A few days only elapsed before it 
became necessary to arrest by another pro- 
clamation the influx of our martial citizens— 


and, indeed, upon ascértainihg the numbers: 


already arrived; multitades were disbanded. 
Nor were the exertions. of our fellow citizens 
confined within the limits of Virginia. Wash- 
ington and Baltimore also witnessed their pa- 
triotism and ardor; and in the defence of thé 
latter, they acquitted themselves so honorably 
as to attract the atterttion and receive the ap- 
probation of their commanding general. 

As the assemblage of so large a force for 
the defence of the state had not béen antici- 
pated, many of these brave men for weeks 
together were deprived of every accommoda- 
tion. With no other shelter than the canopy 


of heaven, they stretched themsélves on the’ 





tion of discipline to the troops, who, upo# 


their return to their respective counties would 
communicate tt to others, and because, as the 
legislature was about to convene, an oppor- 
tunity would be presented to the representa- 
lives of the people to adopt such a course as 
the exigency of the crisis might call for. 

Whilst I am disposed to believe that the 
general government feels the strongest dis- 
position to acquit itself of every obligation it 
owes to Virginia, yet thisis not thetiime to be 
guided by a circulating policy, which is con- 
tented with drawing an abstract line, marking 
with serupulous nicety the limits where the 
duty of the one government terminates, and 
the other begins. On the contrary, it belongs 
as weil to the extraordinary times in which 
we are called to act; as to the generosity of 
our character, to look in part to our own re- 
sources. ‘To what extent they shall be em- 
ployed, ts a subject properly confided to you. 


naked earth, encountering every privation| Under such auspices, no doubt can be enter- 
without a murmur. And were the records| tained but the result of your deliberations will 
of time to be explored, I know not the nation|be stamped with energy. With such senti- 
of any age which would bear the palm from) ments towards the legislature, I may be per- 
Virginia, for devotion to the laws, subordina mitted to suggest, without the imputation of 
tion to discipline, acquiescence under priva-|an arrogant intrusion of my opinion, that the 
tions, aud distinguished proofs of zeal and!system to be adopted should correspond with 
patriotism, and courage. . ; the extent of our meatis, the power of the 
Whilst candor requires we should admit,'!énémy with whom we have to contend, and 
that the conflict in which we are engaged is/a conviction that nothing is to be expected but 
éf the last importance to the interest and hap-!a protracted duration of the war; for the pur- 
piness of our country, and ealls for great sa-| suit of the ignus fatuus of a speedy réeturn of 
crifices, both of personal services and money,! peace, if further indulged, will lead to our 
yet we may look with confidence to the issue,)undoing. Independently of the rumors that 
when we reflect on the character of the Ame-| our commissioners are réturning withont hav- 
yican people, who hold all things worthless, | ing effected their object, and that large rein- 
when compared with their honor, their rights, | forcements are daily looked for in our waters; 
and their independence—that, however hu-|a reference to the continued series of aggres- 
miliating to us the conflict may be in oppos-|sions practised on us by Great Britain, which 
ing high minded and honorable freemen, to produced the war, the barbarous spirit which 
the outcasts of every nation which compose) has marked its progress, the very great force 
the legions of the enemy, yet We are in some|she has now at her disposal, the known in- 
degree consoled by the reflection, that in this| veterate hostility she entertains towards us 
very circumstancé we see the most satisfactory/and our republican institutions—and, above 
assurances of success. ‘That if to this be add- all, the character of her government, watching 
ed union of council and of effort (which hap-| with the sleepless eye of disquieting jealousy, 
pily begins to prevail) through this widely'the growing prosperity of every commercial 
extended country, we may hope, without the country—all irreristably lead to the conclu- 
charge of presumption, that we, have, under|sion, that no rational ground remains on 
Providence, the direction-of our own destinies.| which to rest the expectation of peace. 
Although the state of things which brought) Under these impressions, it is submitted to 
together the force assembled at this place has’ the wisdom of the legislature to consider whe- 
somewhat changed, by a portion of the ene-\ther a substitution of a permanent military 
my’s fleet having left our waters, yet the! force, combined with fortifications around the 
greater part of the militia are still in service.| places meant to he defended, farnished with 
‘This course has been dictated by various con-| adequate trains of artillery, would not ke pre- 
siderations—viz. the enemy may be practis-| ferabie to calling out and continuing in ser 








ing a finesse; satisfactory intelligence having} 
been received that large reinforcements are 
daily expected on our coast; a belief that 
whether he returns or not, it is important 
to avril ourselves of the opportunity which 








the occasion presents of imparting some por- 


vice large masses of militia; a system as bus- 
thensome to our citizens, as expensive to the 
commonwealth. Although it is readily ac- 
mitted, that some diificulties present them- 
selves in opposition to such a course, it can- 
net be douhted that, by, proper representa- 
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tians on the subject to the general govern: | I would recommend to the legislature f¢ 
ment, such arrangements might be made pa mew-model the divisions of the militia, so as 
would render the measure satisfactory to both, to cause the number of major-gencrals to con- 


governments, 
Arsenals should also be erected in some 


inaccessable parts of the commonwealth, sup-|to two brigadiers, 


plied with the whole apparatus of war, and 
particularly a large number of rifles, the value. 
of which, from the face of our country, 1s 
daily manifesting itself. ' 

i must press upon the legislature the neces- 


form to the organization of the United 


States; which prescribes one major-general 
Of the latter, since vour 


last session, four have resigned, viz. generals 


Blackwell, Biggs, Tate and Cohoon. 

The office of register has become vacant by 
the death of the former incumbent, Charles 
Blagrove, Esq. which we forbore to supply in 


gity of an early attention to our fiscal affairs. consequence of your approaching session. An 


Phe border war which the enemy has kept 
up has induced many commandants ef regi- 
ments to keep in service through the year 
portions (and sometimes the whole) of their 


early attention to this subject would bea con- 
venience to the 


public. have also to ecom- 
municate the death of Samuel Pleasents, Esq. 


printer to the commonwealth, which vacan- 


regiments, The expenses thereby accruing|¢y was not supplied for the like reason. 


had nearly exhausted the fund appropriated 
by the legislature at their last session to mili 
tary purposes-—when the last efforts we were, 
compelled to make far exceeded it. Although 
we were duly sensible of the high responsi- 











As a few weeks will place me in the condi- 


tion of a private citizen, this, of course, is 
the last time I shall have the honor of thus 
addressing you. 


sary for embracing it to render to you and our 


I deem an apology unneces- 


bility of adopting measures producing expen-|constituents an unfeigned expression of pro- 


ditures far bevond those which had been pro- 





found gratitude, at the recollection of the nu- 


vided for by law, we, nevertheless, weighed merous roofs of kindness, indulgence and con- 


the safety of the commonwealth against every | 
other consideration, either public or private, 
and fearlessly encountered the consequences; 
confiding in the known liberality of our con- 
stituents, of which their representatives de- 
light to give continued proofs. It is but an 
act of justice to the banks, to make known, 
that they have advanced, when the treasury 
was entirely exhausted, considerable sums, by 
which, together with the forbearance of indi-| 
vidual claimants, we have been enabled to 
keep up the present expensive military estab-| 
lishment. ‘To provide for these claims, as| 
well as the pay of our fetlow citizens in arms, | 
needs only to be mentioned to receive the 





fidence 1 have received at the hands of my 
country, in the various situations in which J 
have been calledto act. While in devotion to 
the faithful discharge of my duties I should 
dread a comparison with no man, I am well 
aware of the very limited capacity which d 


‘have carried into the service of my country. 


While, therefore. I am constrained to tax 
anew that indulgence I have so ofien expe- 
rienced for those errors into which I have 
been unintentionally betrayed, I repose with 
full confidence in the belief that all will do 
justice to my motives, and award to me the 
meed that the whole scope of my conduct, as 
far as intention was concerned, has been inva- 


prompt attention of the generg) assembly. |riably directed to the. best interests of my 
‘; 


he President of the United States haying |country. 
strongly recommended to the attention of! 


congress a general revisal of our militia laws, 
{ forbear to call your attention to that subject, 


I shall carry with me into retire- 
ment an indelible impression of the favors 1 


|have experienced ; and unceasingly pray that 
‘a good Providence may perpetually have in 


till the pleasure of congress is made known, ‘his holy keeping, those to whom the destinics 





which I hope wil! occur during the present 


of my country may be confided, and that the 


session. I cannct, howeveyr, forbear to sug- | legislature of Virginia may continue to be the 


gest, that the last law relating to the collec- 
tion of fines still admits of doubts, by which 
difficulties have interposed most injurious to 
the service, particularly as to the question, 
what officer is to collect those fines, or to en-| 


force the judgment by imprisonment in or 


event of insolvency. From the experience of 
several years, | am induced to suggest also 
the necessity of the repeal of so much of the 
Thilitia law as prevents the executive from 
granting commissions to volunteercorps. Nu- 
merous are the instances of tenders of service 
from such associations, the acceptance of 
which has been prevented from our incapa- 
city to commission those under whom they 
ae willing. serve, 


sleepless guardians of the liberty and honor ef 
their country, JAS. BAKBOUR. 





LEGISLATURE OF NORTH CAROLINA. 
House of Commons, Novenber 21, 1814. 
Mr. Porter, of Rutherford, introduced the 


He said that at the present moment he hoped 
there would be but one voice in the nation. 
Whatever may have been the opinions as to 
the commencement of the war—whether it 
was wise or foolish, good or bad policy—ali 
would agree in the necessity of prosecuting it 
with vigor and determination It was proper 





that we should shew to the enemy, that how- 
eyer Wemeay differ on ¢meail matters. there is 


following resolution by some observations,——. 
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mo difference of sentiment as to this point. 
The general government also, should know 
that we are ready to support their measures. 
“United we stand, divided we fall.” It ap- 
peared that a majority cowld declare war, but 
that a majority could net make peace. He 
therefore. wished to shew the enemy that we 
were not tired of the war, but felt willing to 
continue it forever rather than giveup. “Fhe 
resolution was as follow : 

> That the most efficient measures 
‘be adopted by this general sssembly to aid 
the general government in a vigorous prose- 
cntion of the war against Great Britain and 
her allies. 

This resolution was unanimously adopted. 





GOVERNOWS MESSAGE. 
To the honorable the general assembly of the 
state of North Carolina. 
Gentlemen—At no former period have the, 
representatives of the free people of this state, 





peace placed at adistance from us. The world 
is told by the British ruler that he issincerely 
desirous of terminating the war upon terms 
honorable to hoth parties: —His commissioners 
disclaim all pretensions to an acquisition of 
territory; and asa proof of the sincerity of 
their professions, and as an illustration of the 
truth of the declarations of their prince they 
demand as the condilions of peace, that we 
surrender one of eur territories, a large por- 
tion of two of our states, and an immense 
tract of country between lake Superior and 


the Mississippi river; that we define the boun- 


dary of the indian possessions within our ter- 
ritories, guarantee to the indians the right of 
sovereignty of those possessions, and stipulate 

not to acquire by purchase or otherwise any 
territory within the specified limits; that we 
stipulate that Great Britain shall possess, and 
have the military occupation of both shores of 
the lakes, and that we relinquish our right to 
maintain and construct fortifications on ther, 








en ene meme. 





convened when the situation of the country’ or within a limited distance oftheir shores, ot 
more imperiously demanded the adoption of to maintain or to construct any vessel of war 
bold and energetic measures for the preser-| upon the same, or in ihe rivers which empty} 
vation and promot on of its character and into them. Demands inadmissable under any 
general welfare. While, therefore, gentle- circumstances. In the prosecution of the war 
men, the opening of your present session can- theenemy have evinced a total disregard of 
not fail to excite a degree of interest and soli-' the law of nations. ‘They have not only per- 
citude not heretofore experienced, anassurance petrated on our borders a series of acts whose 
is to be found in your wisdom and patriotism, parallels, in point of atrocity, are not to be 
that the result of your deliberations will be found in the annals of civilized warfare, but 
the adoption of a system of measures, corres-'in a hasty invasion of our capital they have 
ponding with the feelings and high expecta-'/burnt and destroyed our public buildings, edi- 
tions of our fellow citizens, and ‘commensu- fices of taste and elegance and not contribut- 
rate with the pressure and urgency of thecir-, ing to our power in warlike operations. And 
cumstances in which we are placed. ‘to complete the catalogue we are officially no- 
the communications from the plenipoten- tified by their commanding admiral that or- 
tiaries of the United States charged withne-|ders have been given for ‘the destruction of 
gociating peace with Great Britain, afiord evi-|every town and ‘district of the seacoast that 
dence not to be controverted that it is aetner jeuge ‘be assailed. When we view the effect 
the wish nor the intention of the British go-} which those outrages and the arrogant and 
vernment to conclude a peace upon terms ho-| insulting demands of the British government, 
norable toboth nations. ‘The professions and jas the conditions of peace, has produced upon 


acts of that government are so completely at 
variance with each other, that in reviewing 
them, we are insensibly jed to doubt the cor 
rectness of our own perception and the exis- 
tence of facts demonstrated before our eyes — 
When we view the declaration of the prince 
regent in his speech to parhament relative to 
the war with the United States, that he is 
“sincerely desirous of the restoration of peace 





the great contending parties in our country, 
we tind real cause of exultation. The eyes 
of all are opened. The character and designs 
of the enemy stand exposed. Party preju- 
dices and distinctions are done awey. The 
leve of country preponderates. ‘Lhe deter- 
mined spirit which animated and nerved the 
arms of our revolutionary fathers in achiev- 
ing the independence which we pow enjoy, 


between the twomnations upon conditions hono- | pervades this extensive continent. The reso- 
rable to both,” we think we have grounds to lution is now formed to bring into action the 
suppose that the same spirit of justice andcon ‘united energies of the nation, to chastise our 
ciliation,and the same desire to ierminate the! perfidious and insolent foe, and to compel 
war, existed in the British cabinet that pre- him to abandon his iniquitous pretensions, 

vailed in our government, end that peace jand give us peace upon honorable terms. In 
would be theresult of the pending negociation. |this happy wnion our destinies are portrayed. 
But when we turn from this delusion, when ‘The preservation of our invaluable institv- 
we reverse the picture and view realities, we \tions is now guaranteed. Perce will be con- 
find the perfidy of the prince: ponrtrayed ir! quered, end a splendor given to our character 
the most glaring colors, and the prospect of/ which will secure to us thet rerpect which 
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powertul, just, and enlightened people ought,and equipt at the expense of the state, and. 
organized in the same manner as the army of 


at all times to command. = ‘ 
When we take a retrospective view of tie/the United States, to serve two years, and 
situation of our country, sirice the commenceé-|héld in requisition during the war, unlesé 


ment of the war, of the digadvantages under|sooner discharged by having actually served 


which it has been carried on, our surprise is/the term speciiied. hat all the officers of 
not a little excited, that under every paraliz-|corps wear the uniform of the United States 
ing circumstance an army should finally arise army, and to be encamped and disciplined 2% 
competent, as our recent splendid victories or near the seat of government in the spring 
liave shown, té6 cope with eqtal, and in some for fifteen successive days, and in the tall a 
instances, superior numbers of the best disci- like number, at the expense of the state. That 
plined troops belonging to the British nation. after the officers have been thus disciplined; 
The achievments 





our naval heroes surpass they return to their respective limits, anc that 
in brilliancy those of any other nation record-|the whole of the several regiments be called 
ed in the annals of history. They have in- out by the conimandants thereof, to meet 
flieted wounds upon British pride deeper and at their respective places of regimental wus- 
more mortifying than any other causes could ters, there to be drilled for siX successive 
have produced. They have stabbed it in its days, and that depots be established at each 
vital part. .If while the energies of the nation of those places of regimental musters for the 
‘were paralized, an army and a navy se re- arms, &e. designed for the regiment, which 
spectable, and so brilliant, capable of achiev- ‘should be kept in order at the expense of the 
ments which refléct lustre upon ouf national state, and which should be placed in the hands. 
character, could be raised, mow when the of the men only on days of training, or when 
shackles are thrown off, when the attention they are called into actual service. And in 
of all is directed to the promotion of every the third place, that funds be created ard ap- 
measure calculated to bring into action the! propriated to carry into effect the above plan, 
strength and resources of the nation, we have/and commensurate with the probable expenses 
‘rounds for the agreeable anticipation, that anithat would. be incurred by, the militia when 
efficient army, an increased navy and ample {called out in the defence of ihe state, which 
ineans to prosecute the war, will be the cer-|no doubt will ultimattly be reimbursed by 
tain result. the general government. If the above system 

Notwithstanding it is the duty of the gene-;was adopted, those two descriptions of force 
ral government to provide for thé general;would not only be rendered far more efticient 


welfare and common defence, yet eyery state 
iu the union, as members, of the great body, 
and particularly those most exposed to danger, 
should place themselves in an attitude to fur- 
nish, whenever necessity may require it, 
prompt and efficient aid. In order that this 
state may be placed in that situation, | would 
recommend in the first place, that an oppor- 
tunity be afforded the whole body of the mi- 
litia adjacent to our 8ea coast and most vul- 
nerable points, to acquire a better kuowlédge 


by their improveinent in discipline than they 
otherwise would be, but, in the event of an 
attempt by an invading army to penetraic 
‘into our country, thé first might with the ut- 
most promptness be placed in a staje of pre. 
paration, and marched to co-operate with the 
troops in the service of the, United, States sta- 
tioned on our sea coast. in the mean time, 
the stcond déscription, as wel] as the requisi- 
tion of the general government, might.be had 
out. A junction of those several detachments 








of discipline, by compelling thent to muster! 
in their respective companies two successive | 
days in every tivo weeks, and in.their respec- | 
tive battalions or regiments two sticcessive 
days in every three weeks. ‘T’hat arms and 
ammunition for the use of thos? militia when 
called into service be deposited at the several | 
places of battalion or regimental musters, in 
depots established for that purpose, at each 
of which a guard should be stationed in con 





formed, a front would be presented not easily 
to be withstood, As the situation of the coun- 
try requires energetic measures should be 
pursued, permit me, gentlemen, to invile your 
attention to the propriety of adopting the sys- 
tem above recommended, or some one mae 
efficient. aes 

We have been for some time past progres- 
sively advancing in defensive preparations; a 
portion of thé funds appropriated.by.the le. 


stant service, and whose duty it should be to/|gislature at their last session for the purpose 
keep the guns freed from rust and in good | of purchasing munitions of war has been dis- 
order, and that on the days of training at; bursed for those articles, which, have been 
those places, the men be permitted to exercise ‘deposited at convenient and proper points on 
with them. In the second place, that an aux-!and near the seaboard, in the care of quarter 
ihary force, consisting of five thousand mi-!masters and other trusty persons, and liahle 
jute men, be set a part from the main body |to be placed in the hands of the militia only 
of the militia for discipline and actual service, |in the event of an actual or threatened inva- 
(which no doubt might in a very short time/sion. he attention of the general govern- 
be made up of volunteer corns’ to he armed'ment seems now also to be directed to thé 
You. VIF. | , Q. 
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protection of our seaports with more eflect ,of war, a roll furnished to the auditors, €x- 
than formerly.—Lieutenant colonel Armis-hibiting the amount as passed upon them ot 
tead, an accomplished officer of the United! pay and rations of the local militia, and other 
Stites corps or engineers, is now engaged | expenses incurred by them In the months~ of 
with a considerable foree of regulars and mi-|July and August of the last year, when the. 











jitia in constructing a fortification at a point 
where the best proiection may be afiorded to 
the eastern section of this state. Ft is true. 
that this work at its commencement was ap- 
portioned to a very limited appropriation lo 
effect it, and of course promised no sort of 


state was invaded, as also an account of mo- 
nies advanced by this siate to purchase mou- 
nitions of war, and supplies for the detached 
militia called cat on that occasion. ‘Those 
demands have been aceompanied with a 1e- 
quest that the proper department of the gene- 





security: but from a recent communication ral government be directed to reimburse to 
from major vreneral Pinkney. I fee] assured this state the ameunt thus ascertained and 
that it will be extended in such manner as to allowed, and the monies thus edvanced. I 
approach much nearer the object for which it expect daily to have it in my power to lay 
° ° ~ ’ . | { 4 a a . i . 

is intended. Works are also progressing at | betore you the result of this. application. 
ether points; we have more troops stationed Nearly the whole of the local militia, as weil 
on our coast, and have the promise of a fur-|as the claiins ef individuals for supplies fur- 
remains to be done to render us efficient on tached militia ordered out on that oecasion, 
land, while the defence of eur rivers and/Who had it not in their power to comply with 
sounds is far from being adequate, the pro-|the rules of the war department before they 
mised barges (which might long since have} were disbanded, (as the United States had not 


been built in this state) have not yet arrtved, 
and our flotilla of gun boats have received no 


tocrezse. 


appointed an officer in this state to inspect 
them) have not as yet been paid, nor have the 
claims of individuals who furnished them SU p- 





Sinze the adjournment of the last assembly ‘plies. We have not as yet been able to ascer- 
the enemy. in small plundering parties, have tain whether the general government will re 
made 2 few hasty incursions on the sea coast,! fuse to pay the expenses incurred by those 
but none of acharacter to render it necessary | troops. as soon as all the returns and claims 
or even to aliow time to call out the local mi-| were received, 1 instructed the adjutant gene- 
litiaz. One company, however, was ordere ‘ral to transmit 2 roll of them to the secretary 
en duty for a short time, to relieve a detach-/ef war, and to ask him to say whether it was 


ment o: militia drafts which had garrisoned| 
Fort Hampton, and whose term of service} 
was about to expire. ‘This company was sub- 
sequently recognized as being in the service 
of the United States by colonel Long, of the 
United States’ army, commanding im this 
state, who received their returns, and tmfoerm- 
ed me they would be paid. Several detach. 
ments of the requisition of the general gov- 
er -nent have, however, been called into ser- 
vice. In the early part of the year a regiment! 
under the command of colonel Jesse A. Pear- 





the intention ef government to pay them. 
Several communications have passed upon the 
subject, but no decision has yet been had. It 
is now, however, daily looked fer in the an- 
swer which will be given to the last commu- 
nication made by the adjutant. It will be 
necessary, in the event of those claims being 
finally rejected by the general gevernment, to 
renew such part ofthe resolutions of the last 
assembly as provided for their payment. It 
may be proper here to state that the then se- 
cretary of war refused te pay the United 


son, marched to the Creek nation to aid in| States’ contractor, who’ furnished rations to 
suppressing the hostile part of those Indians. the company Of local militia ordered to gar- 
I had the gratification to learn from the com-|rison Tort Hampton, as mentioned above ; 
man‘ing general, and it gives me pleasure to; that as soon as i was apprised ot that fact, 
communicate it to the legislature, that this'and furnished with the secretary's letter by 
reciment, in point of discipline, soldier like the cont actor, I gave a draft upon the tres 
demeanor, and promptness 1n the execution sury ior the aHount due, to be paid out of the 
of every command that was given them, could | fund appropriated by the last assembly to de- 
not have been surpassed by any troops who fray the expenses of local militia who might 
had been no lomger in service. After their! be called into service during the present year, 
term of service had expired, they were march- and that this sum also forms an item in my 
ed to this state, received their pay, and were application for reimbursement. 

honorably discharged. Another regiment is Permit me to invite your attention to the 
now in service in this state, a third at Nor- encouragement of manufactures, as an im- 
folk, Vireinia, and a fourth is ordered to ren-| portant mean of national independence. While 
dezvous on the 28th inst. to reinforce the gar-|the war is productive of many evils and in- 
place. ‘conveniences, it is not without its beneficial 





rison of that 


In pursnance of the resolution of the last/results. The establishment of manufactories 
- t- 4 - - ‘. j . + . . ie 7 ——t = c . . 
assembly, I have transmitted te the.secretary ‘owe their crigin exclusively to that event. 
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Wiad not the necessity of providing for our 
ewn wants been created, we should have re- 
mained ignorant of our ability and resources 
to doso. The best interests of the country 
require that every attention should be bestow- 
ed on establishments of this kind. The 
should not be left entirely to individual exer- 
tions. It therefore may properly he cansider- 
ed as the duty of the legislature, not only to 


make every provision which may seem caleu- | 


Jated to aid the attempts ef individuals, but 
to estabiish manufactories at the expense and 
for the benefit of the state, upon a liberal and 
extended scale, and to place them under the 
direction of qualified manufacturers, in order 
that they may be brought in the shortest time 

ossible to the highest perfection, and thereby 
placed upon a permanent basis. ‘Then upon 
the return of peace, our marufactories would 
maintain their ground, our manufactures be- 
come objects claiming the protecting provi- 
sions of government, and the enemy would 


practical knowledge of our resources and best 
interests. Our climate and soil are admirably 
adapted to the production of all kinds of raw 
mxuterials, the acquisition of a large portion 
of which does not require the interposition of 
legislative provisions, but some of them dv. 
The article of woolis important, nay, indis- 
pensably necessary in our manufactories of 
clothing. It is a well known fact, that the 
difficulty of procuring this valuable article is 


anima!s which produce it. I therefore invite 
your attention also to the propriety of adopt- 
lng some efficient measures for the protection 
of sheep 

Whilst the last assembly was in session, 
and in pursuance of their request, | transmit- 
ted to his excellency the governor of South- 
Carolina, an authenticated copy of an act 
passed by that honorable body, ratifying the 
provisional article entered into on the 4th 
September, 1815, between the commissioners 
appointed by the statés of North and South 
Carolina, to establish the boundary line be- 
tween them, and as a substitute for the 3d 
article of the conventional agreement of the 
1ith of July, 1818, upon that subject. dn the 
month of Febraary I received a communica- 
tion from his excellency informing me that a 
similar act had been passed by the legislature 
of South Carolina,a copy of which was short 
ly after received from the secretary of that 
state. Itis a source of gratification that the 
Jong disputed question of boundary between 
the two states is at length nearly settled. It 
now remains only to run and mark the line 
from the termination of the line of 
according to the courses laid down ‘in the 
above mentioned provisional article to the 
East bank of Chatooga river, where the 35th 


degree of north latitude has been found to! 


mitch enhanced by the destruction among the! 
of militia officers and justices of the pence es 
‘have been received at my 


wee ' 
1772. | 


strike it, and where a rock has been set aap 
and marked by the commissioners of the twe 
states. 

In the course of the present vearl have re- 
ceived communications from the governors 


yjof Tennessee and Pennsylvania, enclosing au- 


thenticaled copies of icsolutions, adopted by 
the legislatures of these states, proposing an 
amendment to the constitution of the United 
States, to reduce the term of.service of sena- 
tors in congress from six to four years, Those 
resolutions are herewith laid before you, as 
also two communications not long since re- 
‘ceived froin New-Hampshire and Massachu- 
setts, declaring their disapprabation of the pro- 
posed amendment. 





| Not long since I received a-communicaticn 


from éohn Stevens, esq. of New-York, en- 
\dorsing a memorial tothe legislature, praying 


' 


‘an extension of the limitation specified in their 


grantto him of an exclusive right of nayioa- 
~~ r 


' Re ; : iting, by means of steam AV 
feet the full force of having driven us into a! , © “7a; wt ind steam, the waters of this 

State, “Leis anemorialis herewith submitted. 
| Inthe month of i’cbruary last, the honc: 
| * ’ + epee _ ™ . 4 7’ j 
vable Francis Locke transmitted to me his 


‘resignation of the office of one of the jucoes 
lof the supreme court of jaw and equity for 
this state. 1 convened the council of state 
Who ewnanimously advised that the vacaney 
should be filled by granting a lemporary 


commission to general Dunean Cameron, of 


| Orange. 
’ 2 . a 7 a i 
You will receive herewith suc’; resignations 


i office since t}.e.ad- 
journment ofthe last assembly. 

| y ‘ 1 : ‘ 

| _ The letters and documents accempanyine 
this communication are marked ard itis. 
ibered in the.order inavhich the subjects te 
“which they relate have been mentioned. 


_ My private secretary will lay before you 


my letler book, to which you are refe;; ed fer 


any Information touching my official transea; 
‘tions. 

} ’ 3 én © . 

| The period having now arrived, when, ec- 
cording to the provisions of the constitutio 
can no ppeer hold the office of chief magi 
‘trate of the state, permit me, gentlemen, to 
express to you the sentiments of eratitude 
‘which I entertain for the frequent manifesta- 
iene “ Sepneeres with which Ihave been 
| nen . dn taking leave of your honorable 
body, aang forbear expressing my ardept 
' cir ‘ r 2 atc ae . 

desire, that in’ your deliberations Inay be 


b 
hae 


-- 


cherished that harmony and unanimity so es. 


sential to the promotion of the honor, welfare 
and security ofthe state. : 
I have the honor to ke, 

Very respectfully, gentlemen, 
| Your obedient servant, 
| ; _ WILLIAM HAWKINS. 
Raleigh, Nov. 22, '814. 
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LEGISLATURE OF S. CAROLINA. 
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE, DELIVERED NOVEM- 
: BER 29Tn, 1814. i 

Fellow-citizens—W e assemble at the close 
of a year so extraordinary and eventful, that 
the history of the world furnishes’no parallel. 
The tide of war suddenly rolled back upon 
an empire accustomed ‘to dictate to the most; 
powerful nations around her, and peace pre- 
seribed in her capital; a dynasty; to which 
the military’ prowess and gigantic genius of 
its illustrious founder seemed to have impart- 
ed astrength more than that derived from 
the opinions and prejudices of centuries, an- 
nihilated- without the slightest civil commo- 
tion, and almost without an effort to main- 
tain it: Europe, as if that quarter of the globe 
had been arrayed against a single man, satis- 
fied with his dethronement, and terminating 
the dissentions which had so long agitated and 
convulsed her by a general pacification: are 
occurrences, which had they not beenrealized, 
would hardly have been admitted within the 
range ef political speculation. 

How far the revolutions we have recently 
witnessed are calculated to ameliorate the con- 
dition of those more directly concerned: 
whether the rénovated devotion to the an- 
cient order of things, on the one hand, may not 
in the excess ofits zeal, lead to the restoration 
of many ancient abuses; and whether, on the 
other, the dread of innovation may not blind’ 
ly cause the rejection of modern institutions, 
truly valuable and worthy to be preserved, 
are questions which, however interesting to 
the philosopher, are not for our enquiry. The 
influence of the pacification in Europe upon 
the politica] relations of our own country ‘is 
more certain, and cannot fail to command at- 
tention. While, by enabling our enemy to 
concentrate against us her whole disposable 
force, it has greatly increased her capacity 
for carrying on the war; by restoring her ac- 
ecustomed intercourse with other nations, it 
has considerably lessened her inducements to 
a renewal of friendly intercourse with this. 
he advantages thus unexpectedly acquired 
by Great Britain, considerable as they certain- 
ly are, have evidently been estimated by her 
greatly bevond their actual importance. In- 
toxicated with the result of the late coalition 
against France; forgetting that her allies, who 
constituted the real strength of that coalition, 
can have no disposition to embark in her pre- 
sent crasade; and, above all, forgetting that 
the overthrow of a particular dynasty is one 
thingy the subjugation of a free and powerful 
people, another; she seems to have vainly ima- 
gined that the direction agatust us of her un- 
divided force, was all that was necessary to 


veteran legions from the Peninsula were trans- 
ported to the banks of the St. Lawrence and 
Niagara; powerful expeditions fitted out a-— 
gainst our sea ports; and the strongest indica- 
tions exhibited, that though the peace in Eu-. 
rope had removed almost every ground of col- 
lision between us, a restoration of harmony, 
upon terms mutually just and honorable, no 
longer constituted any partof her policy. 
This disposition ofthe British governmenthas 
not been left to inference, however manifest: 
the result of the conference at Ghent, places 
it beyond question—Jf peace be deszred, ié 
must now be evident to all, that it is to be ob- 
tained only by an active and vigorous prose- 
culion of the war. Great Brirain must be 
made to feel how much the power of the 
United States has increased since she was 
compelled to acknowledge them sovereign 
and independent. Uponthe novel and extra- 
vagant pretensions announced as the sine qua 
non of a¢commodation, theré can exist but 
one opinion. While the moderation and con- 
ciliatory temper manifested by our own go- 
vernment to wrest from faction itself every 
ground of cavil or opposition, the arregance 
and injustice of the enemy have roused even 
the most lukewarm to indignation and deter- 
mined resistance. The unanimity of senti- 
ment was all that was wanting to give to the 
national effort, in vindication of our rights, its 
‘proper character. With unidn among our- 
selves, and a just degree of energy in our 
councils, the resources of our country are too 
ample not to be adequate to a far more trying 
erisis. Ofthe capacity of our fellow citizens 
for thilitary operations, the late campaign fur- 
nishes prodigious proof: it has dernonstrated 
that to sustain the high reputation of our an- 
‘cestors, it was only necessary to shake offthe 
habits of peace. While the capture ofa se- 
cond fleet, and repeated triumphs in our na- 
val conflicts, have evinced our accustomed 
superiority on that element of which Great 
{Britain proudly boasts herself the mistress, 
the exploits of our armies have shed a cor- 
respondent lustre upan our exertions on land. 
In the north, and in the south, whether com- 
bating the vainly styled invincidles of our ene- 
my, or her savage allies, to engage has been 
to conquer.—The campaign may truly be said 
to have been, on our part, a series of boldand 
brilliant achievments, The unprofitable ser 
zure of Washington bythe enemy, can scarce- 
iy be considered an exception. However cal- 
culated to effect the sensibility of the nation, 
the substantial advantages which have result- 
\ed tous from that.event render it an object 
j|hardly to be regretted. It has not only unit- 
ed all ranks, all parties, in one common and 








cverce subm;-ssion to her most insolent de-|just resentment towards the enemy, whose 


ynands. Hence, preliminaries of peace had 


|momeéntary possession of our capitol was 


searcely been signed at Paris, when, availi ng} marked by barbarian disregard alike of sci- 
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frre; but by impressing upon the inhabitants 
of our cities, in a manner more forcible thah 
all the arguments which could have been urg- 
ed, both the practicability and the probability, 
of their being attacked in turn, it has every 
where induced the most salutary measures of 
precaution and preparation. In every city 
along our extensive sea coast, the work of for- 
tification has either been completed, pr isin a 
atate of rapid advancement. In Charleston, 
our fellow-citizens have manifested a patriot- 
ism, a zeal, and a manly spirit, honorable fot 
only to themselves, but to South Carolina. 
‘Phat ‘city, heretofore defended only at the en- 
teance into its harbor, will soon be so strongly 
fortified on every side, as to be placed beyond 
the reach of insult. ‘T'he means of construct- 
ing these works have been furnished partly by 
voluntary contributions of labor and money 
from patriotic individuals, and partly by the 
corporation of the city. The moni¢s thus ad- 
vanced, therecan be no doubt will, eventually, 
be repaid by the general government: but as 
the time of re-payment will probably be dis- 
tant, I submit to you the expediency of reliev- 
ing the city from the burden of this debt, and 
including it im the demands which, on a set- 
tlement of our war accounts, the state may 
have against the general government. The 
preservation of Charleston is an object of too 
much interest, not merely to those who inha- 
bit it, but.to the state generally, to bear any 
doubts as te the justice of this measure. | 
To meet the increased means of annoyance, 
with whieh’ the present state of Europe will 
enable Great Britain to commence the next 
campaign, by a correspondent increase of 
means on our part, will be the province of the 
general government, and a just confidence is 
felt thet it will be respected. While your ful- 
lest co-operation in every measure, whieh may 
be adopted for this desirable purpose, wil! 
doubtless be given; there are several mea- 
sures connected with the immediate defence 
of the state, whieh a due regard to our own 
safety strongly presses upon your attention. 
Among the most prominent ef those is the 
better organization. of our militia. A eomplete 
change of system is, demanded, not only that 
it may be more inconformity with that of the 
United States army, an object of itself of 
great importance, but by the radical defects 
of the existing system. With our ranks filled 
with men equalto any in the world, more 
than half their efficiency is lost from not being 
properly directed. In your deliberations on 
this subject, the expediency of increasing the 
number of our brigades and ‘divisions, adapt- 
ing the rank of our officers to those of the U- 
hited States, and conforming the organization 
of companies, battalions and regiments, to 
thatef the regular army, will not be over- 
looked. As the first step, however, towards 
the worlsofteforthation, | strongly revommend 


to you a general vacation of all existing com- 
missions, and the adoption of some mode in 
the future appointment of officers, which may 
promise a happier result from those hereto- 
fore tried. In recommending a vacation of 
commissions, I am not unmindful of the me- 
rits of many officers among us, of all grades, 
who would do honor to any service; but while 
the proposed measure wil] remove those with- 
out merit, iéavill interpose no obstacle to our 
availing ourselves of the talents of those Eet- 
ter qualified. With regard to future aproint- 
ments, a variety of modes will no doubt sug- 
gest themselves; the simplest, and perhaps 
the most eligibie, will he to give the nomina- 
tion of officers of every grade to the executive, 
and the appointment to the senate. If this 
plan be suceessfully pursued by the general 
government, its good effects, in a less extend- 
ed sphere, it is obvious must be still more 
certain. While in such a sphere, the respor- 
sibility will be the same, the judgment of the 
officer who will nominate, and of those who 
will appoint, will be directed in many cases 
by personal knowledge, and in all may be 
aided by correct and easily obtained informa- 
tion. as 
With a sea coast, however, which, though 
assailable at scarcely at any point by the 
larger vessels of the enemy, is vulnerab e at 
almost every. point by her lighter squadron; 
and with the great body of our population sc 
remote from the scene of danger, as to ren- 
der their assistanse, in the event of sudden 
emergency, utterly impracticable; the im- 
provements of our militia system, desirable 
asit certainly is, will not be sufficient. It is 
essential to our security thata force adequate, 
with the local militia on the coast, to repel 
such attacks as may be expected, be constant- 
fy kept on foot. I submit to you, iherefore, 
the expediency of immediately organizing for 
this purpose, at least one brigade, to serve 
during the war. Whether the proposed force 
shall be raised by enlistment, by draft, or by 
accepting the services of volunteers, will be 
questions fer your consideration. Whatever 
be the plan, however, for its organization, f 
recommend to youthat when organized, it be 
offered to the general government as part of 
our quota, stipulating on our behaif, that ithe 
constantly kept on duty within the state, or 
that, if its services should be required e!se- 
where, an equal number of the residue of our 
quota be maintained by the general goverp- 
ment within the state, during its absence. 
But the maintenance of the proposed force is 
of too much’ importance to us to be made ce- 
pendent upon its being received into the se- 
vice of the general government: it ought to be 
maintained at all events. ‘Tie appropriations 
which will be necessary, if this expence be ée- 
volved upon the state, considered in the ab- 





stract, may appcar large: but considered i: 
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comparison with the immense amount of pro-;the present period of difficulty upon future 
perty to whieh it will afford protection, it be-/vears of prosperity andpeace, may lighten the 








comes insignificant. ‘inconveniences to which our fellow citizens 

In devising measures for the security of our 
maritime frontier, the protection of our inland 
coasting trade is of too much consequence, 
and too intimately involved with it, to be ne- 
glected. While our ports are blockaded, 
and the outward navigation of the cimaillest 
vessels interrupted, the importance of pre- 
serving the inland communication open an 
safe, is obvious. To effect this interesting 
purpose, it will be necessary either to esta- 
blish a chaiy of strong military posts between 
Georgetown and Savannah, or to provide such 


might otherwise be subjected. ‘Lhe loans 
which might readily be obtained from our own 
banks, and others, would no doubt be more 
than equal to this purpose. As a mean, how- 
ever, of providing not only for the present, 
but for any future emergency, I recommend 
te you the consolidation, upon such terms as 


djshali be mutually agreed upon by the parties 


interested, of all the banks heretofore esta- 
‘blished, with the bank of the state of South 
Carolina; reserving to the state the right of 
increasing her shares, by extending the ce- 





a number of suitable barges. as in addition to 
those appropriated to our defence by the U- 
nited States, will be competent to guarding 
effectually the several bays and inlets between 
those places. The latter is recommended as 


the more economical, and at the sametime, 


pital to such an amount as shall be deémed 
lexpedient; and pledging the faith and revenve 
‘of the state for the payment of all issues by 
ithe institution. his consolidation would con- 
stitute a capital fully adequate, it is conficen- 
tially believed, not only to all the purposes of 


° ° i ; ee 
better adapted to the object, particularly the! the state, but to the purposes of every citizen 


protection of our islands. 

Connected with the service of the militia is 
a subject of minor importance, indeed, but of | 
too much interest to permit me to pass it over 
without inviting to it your attention. 





of good credit who might find it necessary, in 
consequence of the present interruption of 
our commercial relations, to resort. to loans. 
‘Yo the state, it would prove highly beneficial, 


While not only by affording an ample source of ac- 


it has been provided that the militia called in- commodation, whenever accommodation might 
to the service of the United States, shall bebe desirable, but it would obtain for the pub- 


furnished with arms bythe state government, 
and with pay, rations, and camp cquipage by 
the general government, no provision has 
been made for their being furnished by either, 


lic funds vested in bank stock, that security 


which is best derived from the care and vigi- 


lance of interested individuals; to the banirs 
it would be equally bereficial, inasmuch as it 





‘ heh se ut i o . . > 
with blankets or clothing. When itis recol-; would be a virtual renewal in perpetuity, of 


lected how much the spirit and patriotism of! 


charters which wiil shortly terminate, and 


the militia men usually exceed his means of| which, itis beyond question, would otherwise 
providing for his comforts; and that, in conse- never be extended on any terms. To both the 


quence, there are, at this moment on daty | sate and the stockholders the proposed con- 


many meritorious citizens, who, destitute of 
suitable covering, have voluntecred, at the ca} 
of their country, to encounter not merely the 
perils of battle, but the still more formida- 
ble severities of the season; the expediency of 
making some provision on this subject will not 
require tobe pressed upon yeu—Il recommend 
to you that the commissary general of pur- 
chases be instructed to supply for every mus- 
ket put into the hands of a militia man, one 


solidation promises other and very important 
advantages upon which I forbear to remark, 
‘but which will not fail to suggest themselves. 

As the period for which I was elected, will 
ishortly terminate. I shall lose no time in lav- 
ing beture you such other communications as 
it willbe necessary to make. 

I supplicate for you the guidance of that Be- 
ing from whom all wisdom cometh, and de- 
voutly pray that your patriotic labors may 





watch coat and blanket, to be delivered as | promote the welfare and happiness of our be- 


early as shall be practicable. 
Among the important measures which will 
unavoidably oceupy your attention during the 


loved country. JOS. ALS'ION, 
Columbia, Nov. 29, 1614. 





LEGISLATURE OF GEORGIA. 





present session, a very mteresting one will be 
the means of providing for the increased ex- 
pences. of the ensuing year. In the present | 
utter stagnation of commerce, when the pro- | 
duce of the farmer remains upon his hands | 
without value, itmay perhaps be justly ques- | 
tioned, whether the system of taxation has not! 
already been carried as far as it can be with-| 
out becoming oppressive; and whether, instead | 
of increasing our taxes, it be not more eligi | 
ble toadopt some mode of raising the supplies! 
required, which, by throwing the burden of! 


Monday, October 17. 
EPcth houses having convened agreeably to 
prociamation, and a quorum of each being 
cormed, after the usual formalities they regu- 
tarly proceeded to the election of their officers, 

and made choice of the following gentlemen: 

in Senate —Wiiliam abun, esq. President; 
William Robertson, esq. Secretary. | 
House of Representatives —Benj. Whit- 

aker, esq. Speaker; A S. Clayton, Clerk. 
Seth houses then adjourned to Tuesday, 10 o'clock: 
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Fucsday, Oct. 18—The governor transmit-| Whilst the attention of the legislature shall 
ted to both houses the following inessage: | be engaged on this subject, there is also. ano 
Erecutive Department, Georgia, |ther provision highly ceserving their atten 
Milledgeville, Oct. 15, 1814./tion. The organization of our Jocal militia 
Fellow Citizens of the Senate, | varies materially from that prescribed for the 
and House of Representatives, army of the United States. And in order to 
It has been deemed advisable, inthe exist-| have militia received into the service of the 
ing posture of public affairs, to convene the)latter, they must be organized according to 
levislature at a period earlier than that pre-|their plan. There ought to be an authority 
scribed by law. The reasons for this measure} given by jaw to the executive for this purpose, 
have arisen from the new and unprecedented; whenever detachments are required: to te 
features given by our enemy to the war in! placed in a state of preparation. And there 
which we are engaged, and the obligations| ought especially to be an efficient method pres’ 
thereby imposed on us, to make correspond. scribed for enforcing obedience, in attending 
ing exertions for meeting and repelling his!at any appointed rendezvous. 
efforts. The condition of the volunteer corps also 
The war has rot only assumed an aspect'calls imperiously for revision. ‘lhis species’ 
abhorrent to the principles of civilized na-|of force is always valuable when it can be 
tions, but its object has, to us, become essen- brought into service; but under xisting cir- 
tially changed. ‘The contest is now m recality,/ cumstances, the public is deprived almost en- 
for independence on our part, and subjugation|tirely of its aid. Very few volunteer compa- 
on that of our adversary. — nies contain the number of privates necessary 
The legislature will feel the necessity of|for their reception into the service of the Unit- 
making, without delay, radical changes inour/ed States; and whilst they appear desirous 
militia system. Recent events have morejto take their share of duty, they will not con- 
than ever demonstrated that eur militia must/|sent to be consolidated. A power to consoli- 
be better organized and better disciplined.— 'date where they are not full, anda mode for 
Our sysiem has been calculated for a peace determining the selection of officers amongst 
establishment. It is high time that one should them is highly necessary. : 
be substituted fitted for a state of war. The situation of the cavalry, in particular, 
The law passed at the last session of the meriis the consideration of the legislature: 
lecislature for organizing detachments which’ The mode.ia which the war las been conduct- 
might be required for the public service, has!ed, and appears likely to be continued, affords 
been found impracticable of execution in some) but little use for this species of troops. In 
of its provisions, and tedious and difficult in| truth, they, es well as the volunteer infantry 
most of its arrangemenis. lt prescribes that! corps, although composed of the best materiais 
the officers shall be elected by the men, after| which the country afiords, are for the most 
their arrival at a place of rendezvous, thus|part exempts frem the public service. 
having no means by which troops are to be; ‘The war department, on the fourth of July 
marched there. It prescribes that the officers |last, issued a requisition to most of the states 
thus elected shall be brevetted by the com-jin the union, for detaching, organizing and 
randing officer of the detachment, when in|holding in readiness a quota of the militia, 
detachments, requiring a commander under |'the proportion required from Georgia was 
the rank of a generat officer, that commander |three thousand five hundred. This requisi- 
must himself be elected at the same time. tion was the more easily complied with here, 
When, in the course of the present vear,|in consequence of the steps which had teen 
events rendered it necessary to organize andj previously taken, to have the nvlitia arvenged 
hold in readiness for service one third of thelinto classes, and to cause one third to be in 
militia of this state, these and other difficul-;constant readiness. ‘Fhe organization of the 
ties presented themselves in their full force. jfirst cass made them ready to fill up the 
To obviate them as far as possible, I ordered | quota. And one complete brigade has, by 
the elections to be held in their respective|the directions of the major general commanda- 
counties, and have issued special! commis-jing the United States troops in the sixth mi- 
sions—thus presérving the leading principle|litary district, been ordered to the ne'ghber- 
of the law, the election of officers by those}hood of Savannah. Besides these it is entirely 
who were to serve under them; but departing | probabie, that a force of considerable strength 
from the law in its forms, which were found!wil! be speedily marched to the south west. 
impracticable of execution. |‘he movements of the enemy in that quarter, 
To the principle, however, of clection for; have tor some time indicated a plan, which it 
detachments, there are serious and weighty Lis seriously interesting io the general gOv- 
objections. Itis tedious; it tends to produce ernment, and to us in particular, should be 
insubordination, and is injurious to ofticers|frustrated. Thave accordingly been required 
already in commission. And I earnestly re.|by the war depertmert to hold in readiness 
commend to the legislature its abolition. ‘twe thousand five hundred men for the pue 
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pose of co-operating with reinforcements or- 
dered from other sections of the union, This 
number will be supplied from the balance of 
the first class, together with some volunteer 
companies. They are ina state of readiness. 

The exposed aud defenceless situation of 
our principal sea-port town, became a source 
of anxiety, so soon ag the mode of warfare 
intended to be pursued by the enemy, became 
known. The fund appropriated at the last 
session for military disbursements was nearly 
exhausted, and without money I could not 
order troops to the field on state account. It 
Was important too, that suitable fortifications 
should be erected on the land side, to repel 
the approach of the enémy. The corpora- 
tion of Savannah, pursuing the example set 
them at other places, and stimulated by the 


recommendation of the major general Having | 





So | 


to defray the expenditure for the present; es-' 


pecially when it was considered that large 
and liberal disbursements had heretofore been 
made for the defence of cur interior frontier; 
and that the dutiés of protection extended 
alike to all. But here again my means were 
‘imited by existing appropriations: Under 
these circumstances I have applied for and 
obtained from the Planter’s Bank of Savan- 
nah, a loan without interest, for an amount 
calculated to meet the present emergencies 
This, together with a small advance from the 


treasury, have been deposited with the « orpo- 


ration of Savannah, to be expended in works 
of defence, For the reimbursement of the 
joan, I have pledged the faith of the éxecutive. 
This pledge I rely with confidence on the le- 
gislature to enable me to make good: And I 
‘ccommend to them to maké such further 
appropriations as may defray the expence of 
completing the necessary fortifications; there- 
by taking the burthen of present advances 
from the shoulders of the citizens, and trust- 
ing to the justice of the general government 
for reimbursement in better times. 

Lalso submit to the consideration of the le- 
gislature the propriety of ordering into the 
field a party of cavalry in aid of the forcenow 
in the service of the United States. Such a 


corps may be highly useful on the maritime 
ontier; and should be placed under the im- 
mediate command of the lieut. colonel com- 


| 


g. | 


7“ 


The provision made by law at the last ses- 
sion, for paying into the treasury of the Uni- 
ted States, the amountof direct tax due from 
Georgia, was carried into effect without dif- 
ficulty. The payment was effected by dis- 
counting with the United States, an equal a- 
mount of the monies due from them to us un- 
der the articles of cession and agreement, in 
relation to the Mississippi térritory, entered 
into on the 24th day of April, 1802. : 

The act of congress imposing a direct. tax 
being temporary, it is not now known wheth- 
ér any provision need be made for meeting 
the payimentof another year. But inasmuch 
as the power of the enemy to annoy, has by 
the peace in Europé, been increased in pro- 
portion to the desolating spirit with which he 
is disposed to prosecute the war, there can be 
no doubt that an increase of the means of re- 
sistance has become also necessary. We 
ought therefore to caleulate on meeting a di- 
rect tax greater than that of the present 


ear. 

The report of the treasurer, at the close of the political year wil! 
inform yeu of the state of our finances; as there appears evidently 
to be a netessity for an increase of expenditure, it will at once oc- 
eur to you that there must be a proportionate increase of receipts. 
1 therefore recommend to the legis!3tue to augment the ordinary 
taxes in a degree commensurate with the public wants. A ftce 
people, estimating at their proper value,the rights which belong to 
them will With cheerfulness contribute whatever may be necessa- 
ry for their defence and pratection. 

” The mode row in use in this state, of adjusting and liquidating 
aecounts against the public anpears to require revision. ‘The sct- 
tlements are all made at the executive office, thereby burthening 
that department with matters which in the nature of things do not 
appertain there. . The affairs ought to be adjusted by the comp- 
troller of the state. 

A treaty has been negociated with the friendly Creck Indians, by 
whieh their title is extinguished to a considerable extent of terri- 
tory Within the limits of this state. The acquisition is, however, 
of litde value; either for the purposes of cultivation, or of strength- 
ening our interior frontier. Iam not yet informed whether the 
treaty has been sanctioned by the proper authority. 

A list of appointments mate by use executive during the recess 
of the legislature is herewith submitted. 

Some subjetts of minor importance to.-those now brought before 
the view of the legislature, will form the contents of a separate 
communication. . 

Fellowscitizens,— The erain which it is eur lot to live, is preg- 
nant with prominent events Peron that of any past times. ‘The 
| great hand is withered, which ajmost at will, put down and raised 
up empires in Europe, and himself has become a pensioner. ‘The 
owers who prostrated him appear all desirous for repose to the 
orld, except our inveterate foe. He is implacable towards us 
| because we were growing in commerce, and have acquired so much 
naval character. These are 2t war with the policy and pride of 
{ouradversary. Longago we committed an nepantovable sin, by. 
asserting and achieving our national independence... ‘Vhe blaze of 
glory. which our gallant sons of the. gcean have shed around the 
American nam isa source of mortification tuo deadly for forgive- 
tiess. Our armies too have recently inflicted some lessons of deep 
humiliation toa foe, acting on the b: lief, that with the means now 
at his command, our subjugation was within his reach. All the 
usages of war are dispensed with in relation to. us, and we are al- 
ready treated as if our rank iu the scale of nations Was nothing. 

Butthe enemy mistakes his means, and mistakes us. ‘The spi- 
rit of party is rapidly vanishing, and union and resistance are he- 
coming the watehwords of the day. 

Thisis oneeffeet hkely te be produced by the struggle, which 
i humanity must deplore. The bitter animosities eugendered by 
| the war of the revolution, were fast wearmg away. -Commerciil 

jntercourse; reciprocal advantage; the reflection that Englard had 
some palliation in the belief that we were then in a state of rebel- 
fion against parental anthoritv; these circumstances were evadica - 
ting the feelings that had arisen from the atrocities practised by 
her armies during our former strucezte. Dut the case is now re- 
versed. The present war was commenced between nations con- 
fessedly independent; connected hy language, tics of relationship, 
manners, religion. Ail that could create tenderness and respect 
for each other. Yet under all these circumstances, her commanders 
are pursuing towards ts an unrelepting system of conflagration, 
devastation and plunder. ‘They make war on the feinale and the 
babe; they pillage the temples of the Most High; they consmme to | 
ashes defenceless houses and villages. Such a coutest so conducted, 
will create animosities which ages cannot efface. ‘The American 
child will learn in his cradle to abhor the British name, and the 





charge of this military district, as well as by 
that of the state executive, adopted the idea 
of fortifying that city by voluntary contribu- 
tions in money and labor; on the part of thé 
inhabitants, confiding in the belief that the 
general government would ultimately reim- 
burse the expenditure: : 
But the eitizens of that place; not bein 
very numerous, and the place itself requirin 
extensive works, an appeal was made to me 
tor aid. ‘The appeal was felt to be reasona- 
ble. The state governinent appeared bound 
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manding the cavalry in that quarter. 


‘lessou will be uonded down trem generation to ceneyation, 
: PETAR FARL. 
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| Public Papers. 

Sopy of a letter from @aptain SINCLAIR, com- 
manding on lake Krie, to the secretary of 
the navy, dated | 

United States’ sloop ef war Niagara, 
off St. Joseph, 22d July, 1814. 

Sir—The wind became favorable on the 
evening of the 3d inst—the troops were em- 
barked, and I sailed from Detreit that night; 
but such were the difficulties 1 had to encoun- 
ter on the flats of lake St. Clair, where, in- 
stead of ten feet, as I had been led to believe 
there was, I only found eight, and the rapid 
current of that river, that 1 did not reach lake 
Huron till the 12th. From thence I shaped 
my course, as directed, for Matchadash bay, 
and used every possibte effort to gain it, bat 
not being able to procure a pilot for that un- 
frequented part of the lake, and finding it fill- 
ed with islands and sunken rocks, which must 
inevitably prove the destruction of the fleet, 
as it was impossible to avoid them, on account 
of the impenetrable fog with which this lak 
is almost continually covered; and finding the 
army were growing short of provisions from 
the time already elapsed, it was agreed be- 
tween col. Croghan and myself to push for 
this place, where we should procure such in- 
formation as would govern our future opera- 
tions. We were favored in winds and arrived 
here on the 20th —The enemy had abandon- 
ed his work, consisting of a fort, and large 
block house, &c. those we destroyed, but leit 
untouched the town and N. W. company’s 
store houses. 

Very respectfully, I have the honor to re- 
main, sir, your obedient servant, 

A. SINCLAIR. 
The Hon. William Jones, secretary of the navy. 


Copy of a letter from capt. SincLaiR, com- 
manding on lake Hrie, to the secretary of 
the navy, dated, 

U. S sloopof war Niagara, off Michili- 

mackinac, Tin 30th, 1814. 

Sir—Whilst wind-bound at St. Joseph’s I 
captured the N. W. company’s schooner Mink, 
from Michilimackinack of St. Mary’s witha 
cargo of flour—receiving intelligence through 
this source, that the schooner Perseverance 
was laying above the Falls, at the lower end 
of lake Superior, in waiting to transport the 

Mink’s cargo to Fort Williams; I despatched 

the ship's launches under lieut. Turner of the 

Scorpion, an active and enterprizing officer, 

to captureher, and if possible to get her down 

the Falls. Colonel Croghan atiached major 

Holmes with a party of regulars to co operate 

in the expedition, in which the capture of St. 

Mary’s was included. 


The official report of her down the falls. 


force at Michilimackinack, forbidding a sepa” 
ration of our means of attacking that place, 
and feeiing myseif bound by my instructions 
to do so, before I was at liberty to enter into 
any extensive enterprize of my own planning. 
I should have availed myself of this unlooke 
for advantage, and have broken up all their 
important establishments on Jake Superior. 
The capture of Fort William alone would 
have nearly destroyed the enemy's fur trade, 
as that is his grand depot and gencral rén- 
dezvous, from which his extensive tradé 
branches in all directions, and at which place 
there is never less thana million in value of 
property, and at this season of the vear, it is 
said, there is tivice that amourt—| fear such 
another opportunity may never occur. ‘Tha 
capture of those two vessels and the provi- 
sions, will, however, prove of very serious in- 
convenience to the enemy in that rémote 
quarter, where the loss cannot possibly be 
retrieved. Flour was, before this loss. wotth 
60 dollars per barrel with them, and sait pro- 
visions 50 cents per pound, &c. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, with greaf 
respect, your obedient servant, 

A. SINCLAIR, 

The hon. Wm. Jones, 

secretary of the navy. 


Copy of a letter from lieut. Turner, to capt: 
A. SINCLAIR commanding on iake Erie, 


dated 3 
U. S. scheoner Scorpinn, 
off Michilimackinack, July 23, 1414; 


Sir+TI havé the honor to inform vou, that 
agreeable to your orders of the 22d inst. I 
proceeded on the expedition to lake Superi- 
or with launches, 1 rowed night and day, 
but having a distance of €0 miles ageinst a 
strong current, information nad reached the 
enemy at St. Mary’s of our approach about 
two hours before I arrived at thet place, care 
ried by indians in their light canoes; several 
of whom I chased, and by firing on them and 
illing some, prevented their purposes; some 
I captured and kept prisoners until my arrival, 
others escaped. The forcé uncer naj Holmes 
prevented any thing like resistance at the 
fort, the enémy with their inciens cartying 
with them all the light valuable articles, pel- 
trv,clothes, &«. I preceeded across the strait 
of lake Superior without a moment's delay; 
and on my appearance, the enemy finding 
ithey could not get off with the vessei [ was 
‘in quest of, set fire to her in several places, 
scuttled and left her. Isucceeced in boarding 
her, and by considerable exertions extinguish- 
led the flames, and secured her from sinking, 
I then stripped her and prepared for getting 
Adverse winds prevent- 








tne result, made by lieut. Turner, I herewith ied my attempting the fails until the 26th, 


enclose you. 


The capture of the Perseve-|when every possible effort was used, bunt Z 


rance gave us the complete command of lake}aim sorry to say without success, to per op 
Superior—and had it not been for the strong!over in safety. The fall in 3 4 0f 9 
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45 feet, and the channel very rocky; the cur- 
rent runs from 20 to 30. knots, and in one 
place there is a perpendicular leap of 10 feet, 
between three rocks; here she bilged, but was 
‘brought down so rapidly that we succeeded 
in rupning her on shore below the rapids be- 
fore she filled, and burned her. She wasa 
fine new schooner, upwards of 100 tons, called 
the Perseverance, ‘and will be a severe loss to 
the MN. W. company. Had I succeeded in 
getting her safe, I could have loaded her to 
advantage from ‘the enemy’s store-houses. | 


have, however, brought down four captared | 


boats loaded with tndian goods to a considera- 
ble amount, the balance contained in four 
Jarge and two small store-houses were des- 
troyed, amounting in value to from 59 to: 
109,000 doliars. All private property was ac- 
eording to your orders respected. The offi 
cers and men under my command behaved, 
with great activity and zeal, particularly mid. | 
shipman Swartwout. 


from them; but it was soon found the further 
our troops advanced the ssronger the enem 

become, and the weaker and more bewildered 
our force were; several of the commanding 
officers were picked out and killed or wounded 
by the savages, without seeing any of them. 
The men were getting lost and falling into 
confusion, natural under such circumstances, 
which demanded an immediate retreat, or a 
total defeat and general massacre must have 

ensued. ‘This was conducted in a masterly 
manner by col Croghan; who had lost the aid 
of that valuable and ever to be lamented offi- 
icer major Holmes whe with captain Vanhorn, 
was killed by the indians. The enemy were 
driven from many of their strong holds; but 
such was the impenetrable thickness of the 
woods, that no advantage gained could be 
‘profited by. Our attack would have been 
made immediately under the lower fort, that 
the enemy might not have been able to use 
hi indian force to such advantage as in the 





I have the honor to be sir, with great res-/ woods, having discovered by drawing a fire 


pect, your obedient servant, 


DANI“L TURNER. 


Copy of a letter from captain A. Sinclair to 


the secretar y of the navy, dated 
U.S. sloop of war Niagara, o¥ Thunder Bay, 
August g, 1814: 


Sir—I arrived off Michilimackinack on the 


from him in several instances, that I had 
greatly the superiority of metal of him; but 
its scite being about 150 feet above the water, 
I could not, ‘when near enough to do him an 
injury, elevate sufficiently to batter it. Above 
this, nearly as high again, he has another 
strong fort, commanding every point on the 
island, and almost perpendicular on all sides. 





26th July; but owing to a tedious spell of bad 
weather, which prevented our reconnoitering, 
or being able to procure a prisoner who) 
could give us information of the enemy’s 
indian force, which from several little skir- 


Col. Croghan not deeming it prudent to make 
a second attempt upon this place, and having 
ascertained to a certainty that the only naval 
force the enemy have upon the lakes consists 





mishes we had on an adj jacent island, appear- 
ed to be very great, we did not attempta 
landing until the 4th inst. and it was then 
inade more with a view to ascertain positively 
the enemy’s strength, than with any possible 
hope of success; knowing at the same time, 
that I could effectually cover their landing 
and retreat to the ships, from the position 7 
had taken within 309 yards of the beach. Col. 
Croghan would never have landed, even with 
this ‘protection, being positive, as he was, that 
the indian force alone on the island, with the 
advantages they had, were superior to him, 

could he have justified himself to his govern- 
ment, without having stronger proof than ap-| 

pearances, that he could not effect the object |f 
in view. 

Mackinack is, by nature, a perfect Gibraltar, 
being a high inaccessible Tock on every side. | 
except the west, from which to the hei ights, | 
you have near two miles to pass through a, 
wood. so thick that our men were shot in| 


of one sehooner of 4 guns, I have determined 
to despatch the Lawrence and Caledonia to 
lake Erie immediately, believing their servi- 
ces in transporting our armies there will be 
wanting; andit being important that the sick 
and wounded, amounting to about 100, and 
that part of the detachment not necessary to 
further our future operations here, should 
reach Detroit without delay. By an intelli- 
gent prisoner captured in the Mink, I ascer- 
tained this, and that the mechanies and others 
sent across from York during the winter, 
were for the purpose of building a flotilla to 
‘transport reinforcements and supplies to 
'Mackinack. An attempt was made to trans- 
‘port them by the way of Matchadash, but it 
was found impracticable, from all the porta- 
ges being a morass; that they then resorted to 
'a small river called Nautawasaga, situated to 
the south of Mate hadash, from which there is 
a portage of three leagues oveia good road to 
lake Simcoe. This place was never known 

















every direction, and within a few yards of until pointed out to them last summer by an 


them, without being able to see the indians 


indian. This river is very narrow, and has 


who did it; and a height was scarcely gained | six or eight feet water in it about three miles 
before there was another within 50 or 100) Up, and is thena muddy rapid shallow for 45 
yards commanding it,where breast works were | ‘miles up to the portage, where their armada 

erected and cannon opened on them. 
were charged and the enemy driven: tuated. 


Several'was built, and their store houses are now si- 


thos The navigation is dangerous and dif- 
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ficult, and so obscured by rocks and bushes, for getting on board of her; but frequent end 
that no stranger could ever find it. I have|heavy explosions below deck mace the risk of 
however, availed myself of the means of dis-|lives too great to attempt saving her. She 
covering it. i shall also blockade the mouth | was, therefore, with her valuable-cargo, en- 
of French river until the fall; and those being|tirely consumed. | cannot say whether those 
the only two channels of communication by| who defended her, were blown up in the block- 
which Mackinack can possibly be supplied; | house, or whether they retreated in the rear 
and their provisions at this time being ex- | of their work, which they might have done 
tremely short, 1 think they will be starved unseen by us, as it afforded a descent into a 
into a surrender. ‘his will alsé cut off all thick wood. I hope the latter. A numberof 
supplies to the N. W. company, who are now jarticles were picked up ata considerable dis- 
nearly starving. and their furs on hand can tance off ; among them was the commanéer’s 
only tind transportation by the way of Hud-| desk, containing copies of letters. &c. several 
son bay. At this place Icalculate on falling! of which I herewith enclose you for your in- 
in with their schooner, which, it is said, has formation. ‘They serve te show the vessel to 
gone there for a load of provisions, and a mes-'have been commanded by Kieut. Worsley of 
save sent to her not to venture up while we the royal navy ; of what infinite importance 
are on the lake her cargo was to the garrison at Backinack, 
Very respectfully, I have the honor to re- ‘and that they have nothing afleat now on that 
main, sir, your obedient servant, lake. The Nancy appeared to bea very fine 
ARTHUR SINCLAIR. _lvessel, between the size of the Queen Char- 

Hon. Wo. Jones, ‘lotte and Lady Prevost. There were three 
secretary of the navy. guns on the block-house, two 24 pounders, and 
Extract of aletier from capt. A. Sinclair, to Ip pp gamer I cannot wd abr " e the 
the hon. Wm. Jones, secretary of the navy, |V@88' 88 ae er poris were closed. also 


dated , got a new boat, called by them a gun-boat, 
On bonrd U. & sloop Niagara, Erie, Sept. 3, 1815, but unworthy the name, being calculated to 

Sir—I mmediately after the attack on Mich-| mount only a 24 pound carrenade. 
ilimackinack, 1 despatched the Lawrence and | The Nautauwasauga istoo narrow,and over- 
Caledonia with orders to lieutenant comman-|hung with bushes, for a vessel to get up, ex- 
dant Dexter, to make all possible despatch to |cept by warping, which prevented my sending 
lake Erie, and there co-operate with ourarmy,|gun-boats in, or col. Croghan from attempt- 
&c. while I shaped my course in pursuit of the |ing to turn his rear; as we saw a number of 
enemy's force, supposed to be about Nautau- indians skulking,and occasionally firing across 
wasauga; and I cannot but express my sur-|from the banks ; it was in this way the only 
prise at having passed those vessels and arriv-|man we had touched, was wounded. 
ed at Erie beforethem. Bythat opportunity; You will see, by the enclosed Ictters, the 
{ apprised you of my movements up to the |short state they are in for provisions at Mich- 
9th ult. since which time I have been fortunate |ilimackinack ; and Iam assured, from the 
enough to find his B. M. schooner Nancy, load-| best authority, that this is the only line of 
ed with provisions, clothing, &c. for the troops |communication by which they can be supplied, 
at Mackinack. that of the Grand river being rendered impas- 

She was two miles up the Nautauwasauga |sable for any thing heavier than a man to car- 
river, moored under a block-house, strongly|ry on his back, by sixty portages; I have 
situated on the S. E. side of the river, which, |therefore left the Scorpion and Tigress to 
running nearly parallel with the bay shore for | blockade it closely, until the season becomes 
that distance, forms a narrow peninsula ;—/too boisterous for boat transportation. Col. 
this and the wind being off shore, afforded|Croghan thought it not advisable to fortify 
me an opportunity of anchoring opposite to and garrison Nautauwasatga, as the enemy’s 
him, and within good battering distance ; but|communicationfrom York isso short and con- 
finding the sand hills and trees frequently in-|venient, that any force he could leave there 
terrupting my shot, I borrowed an eight inch | would be cut off in the winter 
howitzer frem colonel Croghan, mounted it} Iwas unfortunate in getting embayed, in a 
on one of my carriages, and sent it on the | gale of wind, on arocky, iron bound shore, 
peninsula, under command of lieutenant Hol-| which occasioned the loss of all the boats I 
dup ; asituation was chosen by captain Gra-|had in tow, amongst which was the captured 
tiot of the engineers, from which it did great |gun-boat and my launch: I felt fortunate, how- 
execution. Theenemy defended himsclfveryjever, in saving my vessel, lumbered as she 
handsomely, until one of those shells burst in}was with 450 souls on board, and shippirg 
his block house, and in a few minutes blew|such immense quantities of water as to give 
up his magazine. This set fire to a train|me very serious alarm for some.hours. T was 
which had been Jaid for the destruction of the |compeliéd to strike some of my guns below, 
vessel, and in an instani she was in flames. Ijand nothing saved her, at last, but a sudden 
shift of wind, as there is nothing like anchor- 
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age in lake Huron, except in the mouths of 
rivers, the whole coast being a steep perpen- 
dicular rock. [ have been several times in 
great danger of total loss, in this extremely 
dangerous navigation, entirely unknown to 
ouy pilots, except direct to Mackinsack, by 
falling suddenly from no soundings into 3 fa- 
thoms, and twice into 1-4 less twain, all a 
craggy rock. ‘Those dangers might be avoid- 
ed, from the transparency of the water, but 
for the continued thick fogs which prevail al- 
most as constantly as on the Grand Bank. 

By the arrival of the mail a few hours after 
Tanchored at Detroit, f learned the critical 
state of our army on the peninsula, and that) 
the Somers and Ohio had been captured.— 
The craft from the flats, with part of my guns, 
and shot, had not yet arrived—but being cer- 
tain my presence would be necessary at the 
earliest possible moment, I availed myself of 
a fair wind, and sailed for this place, where | 
am happy to learn that our army feel them- 
selves perfectly secure where they are. I have, 
however, sent the Lawrence, Lady Prevost 
and Porecuvine, to Buffalo there to render any 
assistance which may be required, and shall’ 
follow myself, in the course of 24 hours.—| 
There is such an imminent risk of the loss of 
the fleet, at this sesson of the year, lying to 
an anchor near Butfalo, where the bottom is 
comoosed entirely of sharp rock, a strong cur- 
rent setting down, and exposed to the open 
lake, from whence the heaviest gales are ex-, 
perienced, that! shall not, unless ordered po 











sitively to do so from the department, continue: We had waited about a week onthe banks of” 


there a moinent longer than I can ascertain, 
the commanding general’s views, and in what, 
wy the fleet canco operate with him. Daily! 
andidearbought experience teaches us we ought | 


' 


not to risk our fleet in a situation where they, 
are so liable to be lost. Lieut. Kennedy has, 
no doubt, informed you of the tetal loss of. 
the Ariel, after being on float and ready to 
move from there. 

I have the honor to remain, with great re- 
spect, sir, your obedient servant, } 

A. SINCLAIR. 

N. B. A company of riflemen from Sandus- 
ky, has just arrived here, and have been for- 
warded on to fort Erie without delay. 


THEO INTERCEPTED LETTERS. 
Miehilimackinack, 28th July, 1814. 

S1a—The American expedition, destined 
for the attick of this island, having at length 
made its anpearanee, under the command of 
commodore Filiot and lieut. col. Croghan, 
consisting of the Niagara, 20 guns, Lawrence, 
20, Hunter brig, 8 guns, and a large schooner 
of — guns, the Mary of — guns, five 


boats, and the Mink, their prizes, I hasten|that we could not possibly reach it; we there- 
to apprize you of this circamstance, lest the/fore had the mortification to put back into 
Nancy and her valuable cargo fall into their| this wretched place where we are busily em- 


| ployed in erecting a block-house to contain 
reseryation ag will ap-| 


hands, and that you may be enabled to take 
¢uch steps for their 





pear to you most expedient under the present 
circumstances, I havetaken such precautions 
as were in my power, to make you acquainted 
with this event, in case you should be on your 
passage. If so, 1 would recommend you to 
return to the Nothawasaga river, and to take 
the Nancy upas high as possibly, place her 
in a judicious position, and hastily run up a 
strong log house (such as were made when 
the boats were built, but larger) with loop 
holes and embrasures for your two six poun- 
ders, which will enable you to defend her 
should you be attacked, which is pot unlikely. 

‘The mode of obtaining her cargo, of such 
value to us, will depend upon the result of the 


attack, which we daily expect, and of the du- 


ration of the blockade. I see no other way of 
obtaining the provisions but by bringing them 
in batteaux. protected by the carronade in the 
bows of two of them. : 

I have the honor tobe, sir, your most obe- 
dient servant, 

RT. M‘SDOWELL, léeut. col. 
commanding at Michilimackninack. 

You will probably receive instructions from 

Kingston as to your conduct. 


Extract from a letter to W. D. Thomas, es¢- 
M D. surgeon \04th regt. York or Kingston, 
dated Nautauwasauga, 6th Aug. 1814. 
“Itis now nearly a month since I left York 
in company with lieut. Worsley of the navy, 
on my way tothe land of promise, but things 
have turned out rather unfortunately, for you 
still behold me a sojourner in the wilderness. 


this river before the Nancy arrived, during 
which time we suffered every misery that you 
can imagine from bad weather and myriads of 
musquitoes, &c. &c. The land here is the 


‘most barren I have seen and seems to have 


been formed from time to time by the washing 
of lake Huron, it being for upwards of two 
miles composed entirely of banks of sand, on 
which nothing grows but small brush wood. 
We found a number of indians encamped on 
the lake shore, who were cxtremely trouble- 
some before the vessel arrived, and it was not 
possible to keep them out of our wigwams.— 
| You may therefore judge what a pleasant 
sight the Nancy was for us: we found her a 
very fine schooner with an admirable cabin, 
her carge was not completed before Sunday 
last, and she got under-way on Monday, with 
levery prospect of reaching Mackinack in a 
| short time, which is only 220 miles from hence. 
| We had been out but a few hours, when we 
/met an express from col. M‘Dowell, to say 
\that the American squadron from lake Erie 


t 





un-| of large force was blockading the island, and 


and defend the stores and schooner in case of 
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an attack, which is an évent I have no doubt | whose name the sergeant cannot find, now in 
of; but I hope from the strength of the ground the hospital, badly wounded, 
Worsley has chosen, and the goodness of his} ‘The enemy’s loss in killed and wounded is 
crew, that we shall be able to beat off a very much more considerable ; amongst the killed 
strong force. The river is too narrow to sail) is the commanding officer of the Netley, (ly- 
up, we shall therefore only have gun-boats to| ing here) capt. Ratliff, he fell in attempting 
contend with. I hope Mackinack has provi {to ceme over my quarters. Notwithstanding 
sions for three months, and the enemy it is|the number of muskets and pistols which were 
said cannot keep out solong on account of the/| fired, and the bustle inseparable from enter- 
climate, so that the Nancy can make a runjprizes of this kind, neither the fort or the 
late in the season, with the stores, if we suc- | Porcupine attempted to fire as we drifted past 
ceed in defending them. I expect the man|them, nor did we receive a shot until past 
who brought the express the other day, who Black Rock, though they might have destroy- 
has gone to York, and intends going back to;ed us with ease. 

Mackinack in a canoe. I shall trust my per | Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

son with him, as he thinks he can again give A M. CONKLING. 
Jonathan the slip.” P S We expect to be sent to Montreal, and 


(End of the interceptcd letters.) perhaps to Quebec directly. 


; : Ed. P. Kennedy, Esq. commanding U. S. 
Copy of a letter from lieut. Conkling to capt, naval force on Lake Evie. 
Kennedy, dated 


Fort George, U. Canada, Aug. 16th, 1814. Copy of a letter From com. Sinclair to the 
Sirn—With extreme regret I have to make! secretary of the navy. dated, 


known to you thé circumstances attending the U.S. sloop of war Niagara, off Erie, 10th Oct. 1814, 
eapture of the Ohio and Somers. On the SIR—I have not transmitted you the inclos- 
night of the 12th, between the hours of 10 and éd correspondence between lieutenant-colone] 


12, the boats were seen a short distance ahead | M"Dowall, wnysels oe ttl Rage eee 
ef the Somers, and were hailed from that | the sitar epee Mee Me ide >. been referred 
vessel—they answered “provision boats -» to gentlemen in Detroit for the character of 


which deceived the officers of the deck, as our|John Johnson, the subject of communicar 


army boats had been in the habit of passing | “on ; and not having that enquiry in my pow- 


and repassing through the night, and enabled er untila few days since. From the best in- 


: : | + ‘ Pe 
them to drift athwart his bawser and cut his formation I have gained, froma very respecta- 


cables, at the same time pouring ina heavy |ble gentleman there, 1 am induced to believe 
‘that major Holmes was misinformed as to the 


fire before he discovered who they were. at ieee character of that man, and was no doubt 


stantaneously they were along side of me, and F d int b f th retches w 
notwithstanding my exertions, aided by Mr. a sight * + oe i b "tha ated es who 
M‘Cally, acting sailing-master, (who was soon °'©, Cver ready to pront by the dcistresses of 


disabled,) 1 was unable to repulse them but their neighbors. Johnson, it seems, was ne- 


fora moment. I maintained the quarter-deck | ¥°" 2 naturalized citizen or magistrate under 


i 


until my sword fell, in consequence of a shot |C°% government. He isan Irishman by birth, 
and at the declaration of war moved over to 


in the shoulder, and all on deck either wound-. . ; : 
w , ; ‘the Canada side, but neither bore arms or 


ed orsurrounded by bayonets. Astheir force: . : E 
~ then em Bathe, took any active part against the United 


Was an overwhelming one, I thought further Stat a bese ha oh pie 
resistance vain, and gave up the vessel with °'*'©5, @n@ Deals the ¢ ete 0 2S eae 


the satisfaction of having performed my duty, 318"> it seems also that he has a large family 


and defended my vessel to the last. ‘dependent on his exertions for support. It is 
List of killed and wounded, 


therefore, my wish, and I am sure the wish of 
of all those under my command, should the 
OHIO. above information be found correct, upon a 
Kitled—John Fifehill, boatswain’s mate, / strict enquiry, that the government authorise 
shot through the body. such property as is known to have belonged 
Wounded—Reuben Wright, shot through! to Johnson to be returned, as I cannot fee) my- 
the arm. Sailing-master M‘Cally, shot thro’; self empowered to restore, under such circum- 
the thigh, and bayonetted through the foot.—) stances, what the governmentand captors are 
Sergeant Kastman, of the Ilth regt. of the) equally interested in, nor could I reconcile it 
army, wounded in the neck by a musket ball |to my feelings to reduce to poverty the honest 
Granger, 11th regt. wounded in the arm. |industrious man for the benetit of enriching 
Weath, llth regt. wounded in the arm. | myself. 
——-Whillers, 21st regt. wounded, cutinthe; While on this subject, I think it correct to 
arm. state to you, the pitiful advantage taken of the 
SOMERS. offer made of payment for the cattle taken 
Wounded—Samuel Taylor, shot in the arm |from St. Joseph’s, which were so miserably 
and cut in the head. Charles Ordena, cut in | poor, that had I seen them before they were 
the shoulder: also one of the Ohio’s marines, brought on board they should not have been 
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butchered, even to supply the necessities ‘of;ment for the cattle taken from St. Joseph's, 
the haspital department. And yet, knowing, |that full and complete compensation will be 
as they did, that we could not in honor, with-/made. Should this be refused, and the acts 
draw our offer of payment, they brought ina/alluded to not be disavowed, it will beeome my 
bill of eight hundred and eighty-eight dollars; duty to represent the same to the governor 
and come cents, for 1800ibs. of such beef, near | general of the Canadas, and to urge the ne- 
ly 50 cents per pound, which was actually|cessity of a severe retaliation for the outrages 
paid by the quarter-master of the detachment.| which have been committed. This, he has it 
Such, sir, is the boasted honor and generosity) constantly in his power to inflict, and if Og- 











ef our enemy. ‘densburg and Hamilton are in consequence 
I have the henor to remain, with high re- plundered and laid waste, their unfortunate 
spect, sir, your obedient servant, inhabitants will not be at a loss to point out 
A. SINCLAIR. jtotheir country the real authors of the mise- 

Hon. Wut. Jones, ry thus brought upon them. 
Secretary of tie navy. I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your 


most obedient servant, 


Copy of a note from captain Sinclair and RT. “DOWAL, Lieut. col 


liewtenant-colonel Craghan to lieutenant 


colonel M Dowall, dated bit : Glengary light infantry, 
U. S. sloop of war Niagara, Commanding at Kichilimackinac. 


off Michilimaci:inac, 5th Auguct, 1814. T'o commodore SINCLAIR, 
? . me pry, a " 
Commodore Sinelairand lientenant-colonel | and Ment, dal. Cacawas. 


Croghan present their compliments to lieu-) p» ¢ mye bearer,.. Mr. - Crawford,.is my 
tenant-colonel M‘Dowall, and request the fa-' sine Meee aoe © cng 
vor of himto make known to the individuals Ferien “ Rt fr wn r a sakiuts 
who owned the stock en the Island of St. Jo-| vais RT. MDOWALEL » ae po 
seph’s, that such as they had brought off for! he: oe 
the use of the fleet, snd army, will be paid! Copy of a letter from commodore Sinclair to 
for upon application on board the fleet, erat! lieuienant-colonel 4 Dowail, dated 

pon app + te My rien faba 
any Military post in the United States. U.S. ship of war Niagara, 


off Michilimackinac, 6th Aug, 1814. 
Copy of a letter from lieutenant-colonel! 





Sir—Your letter of this day’s date has just 
e ' ' 
Ad Dowall, to commodore Sinclair and colo-|&en handed me by Mr. Crawford, and | am 
nel Croghan, dated proud to have it in my power to say in reply, 
S Michilimackinae, 6th Augus:, 1914. |that my own sense of honor and justice accord 
GentTiemeNn—l1 have learned withadegree with the instructions received from my go- 
of astonishment, which I have scarcely words vernment as relates to individuals and their 
to express, that part of the squadron and force property, both of which, I am convinced, will 
under your command, while at St. Mary’s. in ever be keld inviolate, however much we may 
defiance ef the custom and usages of war be- be urged to the ervel system of retaliatien, by 
tween civilized nations, which render the pri-|the unrelenting and barbarous excesses com- 
vate property of individuals sacred, have con-|mitted by bis majesty’s arms on our maritime 
ducted themselves while at that place with a frontier. 
degree of rapacity and pillage, most disgrace-| This isasubject, however, tobe discussed be- 
ful to those concerned, and utterly ruinous to tween our respective governments The volun- 
the respectable inhabitants who have suffered, tary offer made yesterday by colonel Crogham 
consigning several ef them, who have large and myself to pay for the cattle we had taken 
families, from a state of ease andcomparative for the use of our sick, from the Island of St. 
affluence, to poverty and want. |Joseph’s, supposing them to be private pro- 
It is with a feeling of pain and disappoint-| perty, might have assured you the honorable 
ment that I find myself compelled to credit, course we meant to pursue ; but as it appears 
in some degree, the circumstances to which I |not to have done so, I will give you further 


| 


have alluded. I would hope that they are demonstration in the fellowing extract firem 
P Goad s 


exaggerated; I would hope that such men as;my orders, given the naval officer command- 


commodore Sinclair and lieutenant-colenel|ing the launches sent from my ‘squadron to 
Croghan have not lent the sanction of their capturea vessel on lake Superior, Kc. 
name to acts so repugnant to the genuine feel-| “ While executing the foregoing order, in- 
ings of a soldier, so destructive to that honora- |dividuals and their property must be respect- 
ble fame to which they aspire, and which has /ed ; no private houses or property molested in 
a tendency to revive in ovr mindsthe exploits any way, or individuals maltreated.” 
ef the buccaneers and their lawless mode of; Orders from colonel Croghan to major 
warfare. |Elolmes, who commanded the land forces on 
I repeat to you, therefore, gentlemen, my ithe expedition, were of asimilar nature. The 
conviction that this wanton robbery of unre-;character of that officer, therefore, forbids a 
sisting individuals was unauthorised, and shadow of suspicion that he did not see just 
doubt not, from the voluntary offer of pay-'grounds for seizing as prize the property 
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brought from the Sault St. Maries, andjwith that part of the action of yesterdays 
which you have claimed as the property of| which was particularly borne by the vess 
John Johnson. The official report of that) which [had the honor to command, as it may 
officer to colonel Croghan says—“ Much of the not appear in the official report of captain 
goods we have taken were found in the woods Macdonough, whose duty itis to makeatrue 
on the American side, and were claimed byjand impartial statement of facts. 


the agent of John Johnson, an indian trader.) Being at anchor in the harbor of Platts- 
I secured this property, because I thought it burg, in a line north and south, at the distance 
was good prize by the maritime law of na-'of ahout ene hundred yards, the Eagle north, 
tions, as recognized in the English courts | the Saratoga in the centre, and the ‘l'iconde- 
(witness the case of admiral Rodney, adjudg-' roga scuth, the enemy approached in a line 
ed by lord Mansiield) ; further, because J ohn-| abreast, with a favorable wind, which enabled 
son had acted the infamous part of a traitor, | him to choose his position; his brig taking her 
having been a cilizen and a magistrate of) ciation on the starboard bow of the Eagle, at 
Michigan territory before the war, and at its) the distance of about a mile, his ship about 
commencement, and now discharging the| one point abaft her (the Eagle’s) beam, and 
functions of a magistrate under the British! the sloop Linnet, of eleven guns, making an 
government; because his agents armed the | effort to obtain araking position under our 
indians from his store house at our approach! stern. Perceiving the object of the sloop, I 
—and, lastly, because those goods, or a consi-| ordered her a broadside, which compelled her 
derable part of them, were designed to be immediately to strike her colors. 
taken to Mackinac: pork, salt and groceries} 4+ the moment when the enemy's ship had 
composed the chief part, and Johnson him-| . proached within point-blank distance, the 
anit pean SUA: png, “ sn pha ‘Eagle commenced upor her a most destructive 
"'T1V ; ISE . A ” | Br ~ "9 1 eycentiac " 
in gy I phe but feel it my duty aa te —— ree err the poe 
hold this property for adjudication, or untal dient moins ane a mein Sia. the Sakcoban ly 
the pleasure of my government can be known jj ues od ~ a Baran > Pp ys bc epee el 
as to the disposal of it. In the meantime, ea pa 5 ae es agg ets be _—s 
inventory of every article brought on board, ae ae Cts ia we 
my squadron has been taken, and whatever]. L was conticent that it was of the highest 
may be the issue, you may rest assured that | mportance, in order to ensure success, to en- 
justice shall be strictly observed, and, if re-| deavor first to carry the enemy’s ship. For 
stored to the claimant, a flag be granted for 2 great length of time after the commence- 
its transportation. ‘ment of the action, the ship levelled her whole 
Your friend, Mr. Crawford, has been paid | force upon the Eagle, dealing forth destruc- 
for his cattle. tion. 
I have the honor to remain, respectfully,; After having sustained the severest of the 
sir, your most obedient servant, action for more than one hour—having my 
A. SINCLAIR, springs shot away—many of my starboard 
Commodore, commanding U. S. | gung disabled, and not being in a situation to 
naval force on the Upper Lakes, bring one of them to bear upon either the 
Lieut. col. M‘DowA tu, enemy’s ship or brig, I ordered the cable cut 
Glengary light infantry, and cast the brig, taking an advantageous po- 
commanding at Michilimackinac. sition a little south of the Saratoga, bringing 
my larboard broadside to bear upon the ship, 
BATTLE OF CHAMPLAIN. Which was very soon compelled to haul down 
To the editors of the National Intelligencer. her colors. Our hre Was ROW directed at the 
Gentlemen—W ill you have the goodness to | brig, which struck in the space of eight mi- 
publish in the National Intelligencer the |e and was contest terminated in victory. 
closed copies of a letter to the hon. the secre- | , 4 _ ips marie attention toward the gal- 
tary of the navy, and of a report to commo-| 2®» S°™Me of which, it is believed, sunk, and 
dore Macdonough, both of which are substan-| 2 residue made their ro The Eagle 
tially correet, though perhaps not verbally, | 125 in tuo shattered a condition to pursue 
having been written in such haste as to de.) viii ir 
prive me of an opportunity of having a per-| ga aa wetter’ ve enclose the surgeon’s 
fectly correct copy made. |Tepot - re kille and ounded on board the 
Your obedient servant, itagle, by which you will perceive there were 
ROB. HENLY. |!° killed and 27 wounded, most of them se- 


; iverely. Alsoa copy of the report of the me- 
Copy of a letter from lieut. Henly to the se-\yitorious conduct of my officers and men 
cretary of the navy, daied . 


which I made to capt. ] tough, for vour 

U. S. brig Eagle,of Plattshure, |. - made to capt. Macdonou gh, for \ dahon 

September 12, 1814, | JMtormation, and which he has since informed 
Sir—Permit me to make you acquainted me he had lost, 
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I have the honor to be. sir, with high res- 
pect, your obedient servant, 


RO. HENLEY. 


Copy of @ letter from lieut. Henly to com. 


Macdonough, dated 


U.S. brig Eagle, off Plattsburgh, 
September ith, 1814. 


Sir—I have the honor to enclose a report 
of the killed and wounded on board the Unit- 
ed states brig Eagle under my command, in 
the action of yesterday. And while in the 
performance of this painful task, permit me 
sir, to profit by the occasion, to perform a 


boatswain—they behaved well and are worthy 
of warrants in the navy. 


I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, 
your obedient servant, 


ROBERT HENLEY. 
Com. Tuos. MacponouGu. 





CkUIZi OF THE ADAMS. 


Copies of letters from captain Charles Mor 
ris to the secretary of the navy, 


Hambden, (D. Maine,) Aug. 22, 1814. 
U. S.ship Adans. 


Sir—After leaving Savannah we proceeded 





more gratifying part of my duty, in represent-| to the northward of the Matanilla Reef, where 
ing to you, for the information of the honora-/| we remained waiting for the Jamaica convoy 
ble the secretary of the navy, the brave and|till the 22d May, when we learned froma 
good conduct of my officers and crew; all/neutral vessel they had passed us the preced- 
whom, Iam proud to say, did their duty. Alljing night. We then made sail to the north- 
performed the part of real Americans; during) ward, and on the 24:h got sight of the con- 
the severest shock of the action their courage) voy, from which we were chased by two ships 
remained unshaken. Nothing could surpass;of war; saw them again the next morning, 
the coolness and deliberate firmness with;but the weather being pleasant and the 


which every olficer and man performed his 
respective part. 


Early in the action I was deprived of the 
services of that excellent officer lieutenant 
Joseph Smith, who was wounded and carried 
below, but returned to his duty before the 
close of the action. fle went into action in 
that cool and deliberate manner which marks 
the truly brave man. 


The gallant acting lieut. William A. Spen- 
cer shortly after received a severe wound in 
the head, and was also carried below, but re- 
sumed his station previous to the close of the 
action. 


Acting sailing master Daniel Record was 
slightly wounded, but did not leave the deck. 
Acting lieut. James Loomis, midshipmen 
Chamberlin, Mechesney and Tardy behaved 
with great spirit—in short, sir, every officer 
and man acted bravely and much to my satis- 
faction. 

The zealous and active attention of actin 
surgeon Izrael Stoddart to the unfortunate 
officers and men who were wounded, entities 
him to my warmest thanks, and I should be 
extremely gratified to see him rewarded by 
anappointment as surgeon in the navy. 

Mr. Augustus Loomis, a voiunteer, was very 


wind fair, they kept in very close order, 
and their convoying force being too strong 
‘for us to injure them, except in case of 
separation, we bore up to the eastward, in- 
tending to cruise a few days upon the banks. 
\—On the 9th June met with islands of ice 
‘and very thick weather in lat. 41, 40—the fog 
| continuing for several days and the thermome- 
ter indicating the vicinity of ice very fre- 
quently, we stood to the southward and east- 
ward until we were clear of it. June 24th, 
in lat. 46, captured and destroyed the British 
brig Hunter, of 10 guns, 20 men, with a car- 
go of fish from Newfoundland to Corunna, 
June 28th, in lat. 48, captured and destroyed 
the British brig Mary, from France to New- 
foundland with salt. On the 3d July, made 
ithe Blasquit Islands on the west coast of Ire- 
land; on tha 4th chased two vessels into the 
mouth of the Shannon, but the wind being 
strong from the westward and a heavy sea, 
we were obliged to haul out of the bay ; stood 





gto the northward and cruised off Broadhaven 


till the 9th, but the weather was so thick that 
we saw not a single vessel ; we then returned 
ito the southward and eastward. In lat 49. 
long. 10, while in chase of a large merchant 
ship discovered a frigate under our lee bow 
from which we were obliged to tack, she conti- 





active and useful, and through you, sir, | beg nued inchase of us through the day and by her 
leave to recommend him te the consideration ‘superior sailing had closed nearly within gun- 
of the honorable the secretary, for a lietenan-'shot by sunset; at 8 P. M. cut away our an- 
cy of marines; and earnestly request that act-|chors and hove two boat guns overboard, it 
ing lieuts. Spencer and I.oomis may be con-/ falling calm during the night, got our boats 
firmed in their appointments as lieutenants. | ahead to tow, by day light had left the frigate 


Mr. Record, whom [ appointed at Vergen- |five miles astern; the chase was however con- 
nes as acting sailing master, has proved him-| tinued till 10 o’clock the next night, when by 
self a good and worthy officer, if it should altering our course we lost sight of her. Re- 
please the honorable secretary to confirm his|turning again to the southward on the morning 
appointment I should be much gratified. Al |of the 19th in lat. 49, 20, discovered a frigate 
sv Messrs. Edward Smith as gunner; Charles ‘under our lee bow tacked, and made sail from 
Johnson as carpenter, and John Wilson as‘him; two hours after discovered another ship 
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of war on our weather beam in chase of us, by/ 
noon we had lost sight of the first in the haze, 
the other continued the chase at about four 
miles distance, till the evening of the 20th, 
when in lat.55 we lost sight of him by chang- 
ing ourcourse. Aitnougi every possible pre- 
caution had been taken to guard against the 
scurvy, we had nothing sufficiently powerful 
tv counteract the etfect of continued wet, foggy 
and cold weather which had prevailed for fitty 
days, so many of the men were now aiilicted 





situations, in order to draw smali delachment# 
on snore. Butin this they were disappoint- 
ed, and I determined to aller the pian which 
you have suggested; which was to pass the 
different villages as if the object of the expe 
dition was Prairie du Chien, for several rea- 
sons—first that might have an opporttnity 
of viewing the situation of the ground to en- 
able me to select such a landing as would 
bring our artillery to bear on the villages 
witi the greatest advantage. 1 was likewise 





with it, and their number so rapidly increasing | 


To hopes a party would appreach us with a 


as to render our immediate return to port flag, # trom which I expected to learn the situe 
indispensable; every diligence was accordingly tion of affairs at the Prairic, and ascertain 
used in zetting to the westward, keeping in the|in some measure their numbers and perhays 


track of the Newfoundland trade. July 28th, 

captured and destroyed English schooner Fa- 
vorite with salt for Newfou mdland. Aug. 7th, 

captured the British ship Paris, from Quebec 
to London, with a cargo of lumber anda few 
skins, took out a partof theskins and destroyed 
her. On the 16th August, captured and de. 
stroyed the Knglish schooner Mari ia, with a 
cargo of lumber from St Andrews, N. B. 
bound to Newfoundland. At 4 A. M. on the 
17th August the weather being very thick 


bring them to a council, when | should have 
been able to have retaliated on them for theis 

repeated acts of treachery; or if they were 
determined to attack us, I wes in hopes to 
draw them some distance from their towns ic« 
wards the rapids, run down in the night and 
| destr oy them before they could return to theis 
‘defence. But in this I was disappointeéthe 

l wind which had been in eur favor, began to 
shift about at the time we passed the mouth 
of Rock river; and by the tin:e we reached 





and fozgy, the ship ran on shore upon the isle} the head of the island , which is aboat a mile 


of Haute, but after landing the sick, prisoners, 


and a few stores we succeeded in getting her) quarterly down the river, end it 


oifand bringing her to this place. ‘The extent’ 


‘and ahalf long, it blew a per ry hurricane, 
as ¢vith aiffi- 


1e uliy we made land ecta paces istand eentein- 


of the injury she has received cannot yet be|ing six or eight acres covered with +villows, 


ascertained, but it is feared she will require, 


ns 
near the middle of the river and about sixty 


considerable repairs, as she makes about 9 feet! yards from the upper end ef theisland. Jn 


water an hour. \ 
us, but are comfortably situated at Cambden 
under charge ofthe purser and surgeon’s mate. 
Very respectfully, your ob’dt. serv't. 
MORRIS. 


Hon. Secretary of the Navu, Washington. 


SKIRMISH AT 
Capy of a 





LOCK RIVER. 


a letter from major Taylor to gen. 
Howard, dated 


Fort Madison, Sept. 6th 1814. 


Our sick have not yet joined| this situation I determined to remain during 


ithe night if the storm continued—as | knew 
the anchors of several of the boats m thea 
event would not hold them and there was a 
great probability oftheir being drified on sand 
bars, of which the river is fall i In this place, 
which would have exposed the men very mci 
lin getting them off, even if the - could have 
| prevenied their filling with tva 

| It was about 40 ‘clock in the ~a wheti 
| we were compelledto la and; and large parti ies 





Sir—In obedience to your orders, I left) of Indians were on each side of the river as 


fort lndependencee 
Rock river, our place 
ev ening of the 4th asad 
single indian or any occ 
lation. 


rence W orliny ols re- 


On my arrival at the mouth of Rock river,! nels to be brought inand placed in the hew of 


con the 2d ult. and reached| well as crossing in different directions in ea- 
of destination, on the: noes—but not a gun was fired from eitier 
vithout meetin; a a| side. 


‘She wind continued to Liew the whole 
night with violence accompanied with soine 
rain: which induced me to order the centi- 


tae iniians began to make their appearance each bo: at—about day light capt, Whitesides’ 
in considerable numbers: running up the Mis-| boat was fired en at the aisianee of about 1S 


sissippi to the upper village and. crossing the. paces, and a corporal who 


river below us. After passing g Rock river, 
which Is very small at the monn frome 
teative and careful examination as I proceed- 


edup the Missi Ssippi, I was confident it was) tive orders from myseif—so soon cs tt wok 


Was Ci th 1c oulsiae 
‘of the boat was mort aliv wounced—iny o7- 


at-' ders were, if a boast was fired on to return it: 


but not a man to leave the boat without pes’: 


hi Be ig ear james enter its mouth with our | perfectly light,as the enemy centinued adovt 


rze boat 


rg immediately opposite its mouth, | 


with the western whore of the Mississippi, | 
was covered with a considerable muaeber O 
horses; which were doubtless placed int 


YOL.. Vit. 


> 
oOs¢< wae 


the boat, 1 determined to drum them frov: 
2 . large isiand commences altel toget her/ the apt d, let their numrbe 


. 


o) 
tr 
v 


S 
a 


rs be what the 
mig t: provided we were able to doso. I thes 
oi assignel to each boat a proper guard, formes 

roops for action and pushed t tht obey gt-y 
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willows to the opposite shore, but those fel- 
Jows who had the boldness to fire on the 
boats, cleared themselves as soon as the 
troops were formed, by wading from the 
island we were encamped on, to the one just 
below us Capt. Whitesides who was on the 
Jeft, was able to give them a warm fire as 
they reached the island they had retreated to. 
They returned the fire for a few moments, 
when they retreated. In this affair we had 
two men badly wounded. Whencapt. White. 
sides commenced the fire 1 ordered capiain 
Recor to drop down with his boat to ground 
and to rake the island below with artillery, 
and to fire onevery canoe he should discover 
passing from one shore to the other which 
should come within reach. In this situation 
he remained about one hour, and no indians 
making their appearance, he determined to 


place presented itself for landing, as but few 
of the boats ha: anchors sufficient to stop them 
in the river. Here 1 halted for the purpose 
of having the wounded attended, and some of 
the boats repaired, as some of them had been 
injured by the enemy’s artillery. They fol- 
lowedus in their boats until we halted on a 
small prairie, and prepared for action, when 
they returned inas great a hurry as they fol- 
‘owed us. 

I then collected the officers together, and 
put the following question to them. Are we 
able, 334 effective men, officers, non commis- 
sloned officers and privates, to fight the enemy, 
with any prospect of success and effect, 
which is to destroy their villages and «o11? 
They wee of opinion the enemy was at least 
three men to one, and that it was not practi- 
cable to effect either object I then deie:min- 


drop down the island about sixty yards andjed to drop down the river to the Lemoine 


destroy several canoes that were laying to! 
shore. This he effected, and just on seiting 
his men on board, the British commenced a} 
fire on our boats with a six,a four, and two) 
swivels from behind a Woll, that compieiely 





covered them. The boats were entirely ex-' 
posed to the artillery. which was distant about 
three hundred and fifty paces from us. So, 
soon as the first gun fired, 1 ordered a six, 
pounder to be brought out and placed, but,’ 
on recolleeting a moment, I found the boat | 
would be sunk before anv impression could, 
be made on them by our cannon, as they’ 
were completely under cover, and had alrea-_ 


without delay, as some of the ranging - fricers 
informed me their men were short of provi- 
sions, and execute the principal ob jeci ef ihe 
expedition in erecting a fert to comnanc the 
river. This shall be effected as soon as prac- 


ticable, with the means in my power. end 


should the enemy attempt to descend the ri- 
ver in force before the fort can be compieted, 
every footof the way from the fort to the 
settlemen!s shall be coniesied. 

In the affair at Rock river, Ihad eleven 
men badly wounced, three mortally, of whom 
one has since died. 

Iam much indebted to the officers for their 


dy brought their guns to bear on our boats prompt obedience to orders, nor co I believe 
—for the round shot from their six passed a braver set of men could have been collected 
through lieut. Hempstead’s boat, and shatter- than these who compose this detachmeni.— 
ed her considerably, I then orderec the boats But, sir, i conceive it would have been mad- 
to drop down, which was done in order and/ness in me, as well as a direct violation cf mv 
conducted with the greatest coolness by every! orders to have risked the detachment witi- out 





officer, although exposed to a constant fire 
from the-r artillery for more than haifa mile. 
So soon as they commenced firing from their 
artillery, ‘he mdians raised the yell and com- 
menced firing on us in everydirection, whether 
they were able to dous any damage or not, 
from each side of the river Capt. Rector, who 
was laying to the shore of the island, was at- 
tacked tlie instant the first gun was fired, by 
a very large party, and in a ciose and well 





eoatested coniest, of about fifteen minutes, | 
they drove them, after giving three rounds of | 
grape from his three pounder. Capt. White- 
sides, who was nearest to capt. Rector dropped 
down and anchored nigh him, and gave the 
enemy several fires with his swivel; but the 
wind was so hard down streamas to Grift his 
anchor. Capt. Reetor at that moment got 





his boat off, and we were then exposed to 
ihe fire of the indians for two miles, which 
we returned with interest from our small 
arms, and small pieces of artillery, whenever! 





we could get them to bear. I was compelled tc 
drop dowvn about three miles, before a proper 


e. 





a prospect of success. 

I believe I should have been fully able to 
have accomplished your views if the enemy 
had not been supplied with artillery, and so 
advantageously posted as to render it im- 
possible for us to have dislodged him without 
imminent danger of the loss of the whole de- 
tachment. 

I am sir, yours, &e. 


ZA. ‘TAYLOR, brev. maj. 
Com. detachment. 





GENERAL RIFLEY’S REFCKT, 
Of ihe battle of the 15th Avg. near fort Lrie, 
not having yet appeared in the ReaisTerR, and 
the conduct of some brave officers on the oc- 
easion thus passing unnoticed and unreward- 
ed by that tribute of public applause end his- 
toric fame enjoyed by others in similer ca- 
ses; we think the following copy of an off-cial 
ietter to genera! Gaines, the senior officer 
at that post, entitled to insertion. 
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Brigadier General Gaines. 

Sir—i take the liberty of reporting to you 
the course of operations on the left flank of 
the camp, during the action of the 15th inst. 

From indications satisfactory to me, | was 
persuaded very early of theenemy’s design of 
attacking us in our position Before any a 
larm, I caused my brigade to oceupy their a- 
Jarm posts. On the first fire of the picket, 
captain Towson opened his artillery upon 
then from Fort Williams, in a style which 
does him infinite credit; it was continued with 
very great effect upon the enemy during the 
Whole action. 

Tre enemy advanced with fixed bayonets, 
and attempted to enter our works between the 
fortandwarer. Tey brought ladders for the 
purpose of scaling, and in order to prevent 
their troops from resorting to any other 





course excepting the bayonet, had caused all) 


In submitting to your view the conduct of 
the troops under my command on this occa- 
sion, I find every thing to applaud, and noth- 
ing toreprehend. The utmost coolness and. 
subordination Was manifested, both by the 
Qlst and 25d regiments. To maj. WoodI 
fee! particularly indebted. This officer's merits 
are so well known, that approbation can 
scarcely add to his reputation. He has the 
merit with his Spartan band, in connection 
with captain Towson’s artillery, of defeatin 
a vaunting foe of six times his force Major 
Brooke did every thing in his power; and it 
affords me pleasure at all times to call the at- 
tention of the general commanding to this a- 
miable and a:complished officer. 

The officers commanding companies imme- 
diately engaged, have my highest commenda- 
tions—their conduct was most judicious and 
gallant. 4 cannot retrain from adverting to 


the flints to be taken from their muskets.|the manner in which captain Towson’s artil- 


The column that approached in this direction 
consisted of and amounting in 
number to at least 1500 men—and aceoraing 
tu the representation of prisoners they were 
2,009 strong. ‘he companies posted at the 
point of the works which they attemptea to 
escalade, were capt. Koss’s, capt. Marston’s, 
lieut. Bowman’s, and lieut. Larned’s of the 
Zlst regiment. not exceeeding ‘50 men, under 
coinnand of maj. Wood, of the enginee« corps. 
On the enemys approach they opened their 
musketry upon them in amanner the mest 
powerful, Fort Williams and this little band, 
emitted one broad uninterrupted sheet of light 
—the enemy were repulsed, They rallied, 
came on a second time to the charge, and a 





party waded round our line by the lake, ana 
cane invon the flank—but a reserve of two 
co'oanies posted in the commencement of| 
the action to support this point, marched up 
ani iired upon the narty—they wereal: killed 
Ortaxen Five times inthis manner did the 
ene ny advance to the charge—tive times 
were their coluinns bea‘en back in the utmost 
coninsion by a force one sixth of their num- 
bers; till at length, finding t.e contest una- 
vaiing, they retired. At this point we made 
147 prisoners 

During the contest in this quarter, the 
lines of the woile left wing were perfectly 
lined, in addition to the reserves: and J found 
myself able to detach three eompanies of the 
25d regiment from the left, to reinforce the 
troops at fort Erie, viz: captain Wattles's 
lieut. Cantine’s, and lieut. Brown’s companies 
—and one of the 17th, under capt. Chunn. 
They were in the fort during the time of the 
explosion, and their conduct is highly spoken 
of 5y maj Brooke, their commanding officer 
Indeed, from the high state to which that re- 
giment has been brought by maj. Brooke. } 


am convinced that no troops will behave bet- 
ter, 





lery was served—I have never seen it equalled. 
This officer has so often distinguished himself, 
that to say simply that he is in action, is a vo- 
lume of eulogrum—the army, only to be in- 
formed he is there, by a spontaneous assent, 
are at once satisfied that he has performed 
well his part. I have no idea that there is 
an artillery officer in any service supericr to 
him inthe knowledge and performance of his 
duty. 

The officers I have mentioned as ogmmand- 
ing companies of the 2]st and 23d regiments, 
are particularly commended by their com. 
manding officers. Captain Marston, a most 
valuable officer, commanded a first line of 
tree companies opposed to the enemy’s co- 
lumn. Captain Kopes commanded the com. 
panies of reserve. Major Wood reports in the 
highest terms of the good conduct of the su- 

alterns. Lieut. triddieof the 15th, attached 
to the 21st, and Hall, and ensign Bean, Jones, 
Cumming, and Thomas of the 19th; as being 
extremely active, and performing their duties 
with alacrity. 

Te manner in which lieutenant Belknap, 
of the 23d, retired with his piequet guard from 
before the enemy’s column, excites my parti- 
cular commendation. He gave orders to fire 
three times as he was retreating to camp, 
himself bringing up the rear. In this gallant 
manner, e kept the light advance of the ene- 
my in check, for a distance of two or thee 
hundred yards. Ihave to regret, that when 
entering our lines after his trecps, the enemy 
pushed so close upon him that he received a 
severe wound from a bayonet. 

Lieutenants Bushnel and Cissney, of the 
19th, whilst gallantly engaged with the ene- 
my at fort Erie, were both severely, if not 
mortally wounded. Their couduct merits the 
warmest approbation. 

Permit me to recommend to your notice. 
the good conduct of my staff, heut. Kirby, of 
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the corps of artillery, my aid-de-camp, and )about six miles below the eity of Washington; 
lieut Holding, acting brigade major; their /the depth of water admitting large frigates to 
activity and zeal was entirely to my satisfac-|come to the very wharves of the town. 
tion. It is totally destitute of fortifications of any 
I close this long report, with stating to you|kind, and its protection against invasion b 
in the highest terms of approbation, the skil-|water, depended entirely upon a fort about 
fulness exhibited by doctor Fuller, surgeon of six miles below the town, commonly known 
the 23d, and Drs. ‘Trowbridge, surgeon of the [by the name of Fort Warburton, which was 
2ist infantry, with their mates, Dr. Gale, of exclusively ander the control of the govern- 
the 23d, and Dr. Everett and Allen, of the|ment of the United States. 
2ist, their active, humane, and jedizious treat- | About the month of July last, it was an- 
ment of the wounded, both of the enemy and |nounced that gen. Winder was appointed to 
of our own, together with their stea dy end) the command of the tenth military district of 
constant attention to the duties of their sta- the United States, comprehending the district 
tion, must have attracted your personal eb-| ‘of Columbia and a portion of the adjoining 
servation, and I am confident, will receive!states of Vi irginia and Maryiand, including 
your approbation. ithe city of Baltimore. 
I have the honor to be, most respectfully,| In consequence of reports that the enemy 
your obedient servant, ‘contemplated an attack upon the city of 
(Signed) KL. W. RIPLEY, | Washington, the municipal authority of Alex- 
Brig gen. com. 2d brigade. andria thought it advisable to appoint a com- 
Fort-Erie, U. C. ducusi Viti, 1814. imittee of vigilance for the purpose of procur- 
——_- ing information of the approaches of the ene- 
NDB OF ALEXANDRIA. | my, and obtaining assistance and advice as to 
in councis, Sept. 7, 1814. | the measures which it might be proper to pur- 
Present—Thos. Herbert, president, Jonn sue for protection and defence. As soon as 
Gird, And. Fleming, Henry Nicholson, J. B ‘this committee was appointed, they caused 
Patton, John Co! lagen, James Millan, John vepresentati ons to be mace to genera i] Winder 
Hunter, Reuben Johnston, R. I. Vaylor, Win.' of the defenceless condition of the town, and 
Veitch, Anthony & hodes. earnestly entreated that some measures should 
‘The following narrative of the oecupation | be taken for its protection. Gen. Winder was 
of this town by the enemy and of the circum. |¢ ‘alled on, because it had been distinctly under- 
stances connected with thet unfortunate Uran-| stood that the secretary of war w ould receive 
saction, having been submitted to council and our communications through thischannei only. 
duly consider ed and examined, the council co} iF rom general Winder every assurance was 
unanimously concur therein, and it is there. ‘madethat could have been wish ec, that every 
upon Oo: mgene, that it be published in both of thing in his power should be dene for the pro- 
the papers printed in this town. tex ‘tionof thetown. His means however were 
: “"THO'S Hi ROBERT, preside ont. \very inconsiderab le—he had no money to ex- 
Ai a meeting of the committee of vigilance, pend in fortifications or even inthe erection of 





SURR«S 


this Tlit of Heptember, 1814, 

Present—Charies Simms, mayor; Joseph 
Dean, Matthew Robinson, Jonah ‘Thomson, 
Ww m. bierbert, ‘Vhos. Vowell Kdmundf. Lee. 

The following narrative of the oceupation | 
ofthe town of Alexandria by the B ritish squa- 
dron, was submitted to the committee, who, 
upon examining thesame, unanimously concur 
rin it 

CHARLES SIMMS, Chairman. 
ros. Vowrus, Sec. 

A pespert for the opinions of others, and a 
due rezard for the character of the citizens oj 
Alexandria, have induced the municipal au- 
thorities of the town, to exhibit to the publica 
faithfal narr ative of the occupation of Alex-| 
andria by the British squadron under the com-, 
mand of captain Gordon, together with the 
eaguses which led to that di istressing event. 

Tio those who are unacqua inted with the 
situationandcondition of Aiexandriain regard | 


to its means of defence, it will be proper to| 


‘batteries; and unless some defence of this 
| . 
‘sort could be obtained, the town would be ex- 


posed to the mercy of the enemy. if he should 
approach by vater and should succeed in pas- 
sing the fort. The committee of Vigilance was 
duly impressed with the necessity of provid. 
ing some adequate defence against an attack 
by 1 water, and some of its members, under the 
authority of the committee, had repeated in- 
‘terviews with gen. Winder on this subject; 
in one of them, the president of the United 
States was present, and he was distinctly giv- 
en to understand, that unlecs there was pro- 
vided an adeyuate defence for the town, it 
would be at the mercy of the enemy and 
would be compelled to make the best terms 
in its power. ‘These representations and re- 
quests produced no other efiect than the repe- 
tition of the assurance of an earnest desire cn 
the part of general Winder to afford every as- 
sistance in his power. 

On the 19th of August, a levy en masse, 


state, that itis situate in the Ditsrict of Colum Iwas made of the militia of the town and coun- 
hia, upon the west bank of the river Potomac, ty of Alexandria, and ont be 20th and 21st 
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they were ordered to cross the Potomac, and day was ‘unanimously adopted by the com- 
stationed between Piscataway and fort War-|mon council. 
burton. ‘They took with thei all the artiile-| The battle of Bladensburg having termi- 
ry which had been mounted at the expense of'|nated in the defeat of our troops, and gen. 
the corporation, except two 12 pounders, which | Winder having been obliged to retreat from 
were left without ammunition, and nearly all|the capital towards Montgomery court-house, 
the arms belonging to the town. They left)about fifteen miles to the west of it, the city 
no men but the exempts from age, and other|of Washington was leit in the entire posses- 
causes, and a few who had not reported th em-|sion of the enemy. ‘The citizens of Alexan- 
selves or had found substitutes ; and it is not|dria saw nothing to impede the march of the 
believed that, after their departure, one hun- British to their town—saw nothing to restrain 
dred effective avmed men could have been|them from committing the most brutal out- 
mustered in the town. ‘The two iron tw: lve| rages upon the feinale portion of society, hav- 
pounders remained until the 25th, when, A-|ing nei ither arms nor men to make defence 
Jexandria being open to the enemy, then in | with ; the president of the United States and 
fall possession of Washington, they were re-|the heads of the « ‘epartments were absent,and 
moved at some distance from the town, by or-lit was not known where they were to be found; 
ders received from gen. Young. no military commancéer or officer of the gene- 
On the night of the 24th, the Alexandria ral government was present to direct or advise. 
mijitia were “ordered to re-cross the Potomac:| In this state of things it was considered by 
they did so, and were marched through town|the common council as their duty to send a 
without halting, to the country, and withcut | ‘fla ag to the British commander at W ashing- 
giving inf formation to the authorities or inha- | fon to know what treatment might be expect- 
Ditants of the place of their destination, and|ed from him in case his troops should ap- 
on the evening ‘of the 27th, when the inpe Pr oach Alexandria, end should succeed in ob- 
proached, tie municipal authorities thet aining posses:ion of the town. Admiral 
town knew not where they were. it hes since ‘Cockburn, to whom the communication was 
appeared that they were then s‘ationed abou 1t/made, assured th every respectable gentlemen 
nineteen miles trom town by the orders of jwho bore that flag, that private p roperty of 
gen. Winder, It is here proper to state that jall descriptions should be respected ; that it 
gen. Winder on the morning of the 24th in- was hii? able thabfresh provisions and some 
formed the committee of vig ilance, who wait- eur might be wanted, but that whatever they 
ed on him, that he could send no part of the did take ‘should be paid for. 
forces with him to Alexandria; but that he) While these things were going onin the city 
had ordered gen. Young to ovnes emmrhe Alex-'of Wa ashington, the Eritish squadron had 
andria, if pract icable, if not to fall down the. been gradu tally ascending the Potomac, and 
river. ‘The committee of vigilance, on re-,on the 27th of August, three cays after the 
ceiving this information, sent boats over to battle at Bladensburg. it reached fort War- 
the Maryland shore sufficient in number to. burton. No change had taken place in rela- 
bring over the whoie of gen. Young’s force at |tion to the means of the detence of the town 
once; but when the boats reached him, he at Alexandria. Upon the fert did the safety 
had received orders from the secretary of war, cf Alexandria now entirely depend. The ci- 
to retain his position, as gen. ¥ oung ina com- ‘tizens looked with great anxiety to this point 
munication to the mayor stated. for protection. B ut, to their great surprize 
The committee of vigilance, Geepenrang am and mortil: ication, and without the concur- 
obtaining any < sistance from the general go rence or wish of the municipal author Ity of 
ver :ment, and having information of the s the town or ne any sieieline/ al it, the fort was 
pid approach of the enemy towards the capi-|abandoned and the magazine blown up by the 
tal by land, and that their squadron was ap- U med States’ garrison on the evening of the 
proaching Alexandria by water, deemed it 27th, without firinga single gun. 





their duty to recommend to thecommoncoun-| ‘his relinquishment of the fort decided the 
cil a resolution to the following effect : ‘fate of Alexandria. Nothing was left to Op 


“That in case the British vessels should. pose the progress of the squadron, and on the 
pass the fort, or their forces approach the town morning of the 28th it passed the ruins of the 
by land, and there should be no sufficient: fort on its way to the town; their barges had 
for cé on our part to oppose them, with any sounded a considerable distance abore. “Abcut 
reasonable prospect of success, they should'ten o'clock of the morning of the 2éth, after 
appoint a committee to carry a flag tothe offi | the squadron was above the fort, th e commit- 
ccr commanding the enemy’s s force about to) tee appointed by the council to bear the flare 
attack the town, -and to procure the best terms to the enemy, én case they should pass the 
for the safety of persons, houses, and proper- | Sort, set out upon their n ‘ission, and proceed- 
ty, in their power.” ed tothe ship commanded by capt. Gordon. 

This recommendation was made onthe ¢ ay | They y ne to know what his intentions 
of the battle at Bladensburg, and onthe same/ were in regard to the town of Alexandria.— 
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of two frigates, to wit, the sea-Horse, rating 
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They were informed by capt. Gordon that he must be sent on board by the owners without 
would communicate his terms when he came delay. , 
opposité the town. Buthe assuredthem, that,) 3d article. The vesse!s that have been sunk 
in the mean time, if the squadron was not| must be delivered up in the state they were in 
molested by the inhabitants, the persons,houses|on the 19th of August, the dey of the squad- 
and furniture of the citizens should not be in-|ron passing the kettle Bottoms. 

jared. One of the gentlemen who attenced| 4th article. Merchandize of every descrip- 
the flag was the mayor. Upon his return from ,must be instantly delivered up; and, to pre- 
tse squadron, he was informed that a small de-| vent any ntegularities that might he conmmit- 
tachment of cavalry from ihe army of gen |tedin its embarkation, the merchants bave it 
Hungerford had been in town, probably forjin their option, to load the vessels generally 
the purpose of reconnoilering the enemy ;/employed for that purpose, when they wili be 
that it had remained but a short time. Upon | towed off ty us. 

enquiry it was unders'ood that the army of} 5th article. Ail merchandize that hes been 
general Hungerford was at that time about;removed from Alexandria since the 1th inst. 
sixteen miles from Alexandria, on its march|is te be included in the ehove articles. 

to that place, having followed the British | 6th article. Refreshments of every Cescrip- 
squadron along the shores of Potomac a greatition to be supplied the ships and paic for at 
part of its way up. The force of gen. kiun-/the market price by bills on the British go- 
geriord was composed of infantry and cavalry,)vernment. 








with two or three small pieces of artillery,! 7th article Officers will be appointed to see 
not calculated to afford any protection to the that the articles Nos. 2, 5. 4 and 5, are strict- 
town. ily complied with, and any deviation or non- 


The municipal authority of the town had ¢>mpliance on the pert of the inhabitanis of 
received no advices of the approach of this! Alexandria will render this treaty nuli and 
army ; and afterthe return of the flag, it was void. 
too late to enter into any arrangements with! I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your 
general Hungerford for defence—he was too,most obedient humble servant, 





distant to afford relief, JAMES A. GORDON, 

The squadron having suspended its approach Captain of his majesty’s ship Sea-Horse,and 
to the town, did not rezch it until the evening senior officer of H. M. ships before Alexardria, 
of this day Onthe morning of the next day,| !° the Counerl of the town of Alexandria, 


- ; Upon th or’s receiving them he sent 
to wit, the 29th of August, it arranged itself) iis andeaieials ort ae en Dia tee of viet 
along the town, so as to command it fom One|). ce These prnele wade Solidi 1, iin od thie 
extremity to the other. ‘The force consisted, “..°  _ : ee y 
: officers of captain Gordon's frigate. who stat- 
2 . ‘ied but one hour we wed him to wait for 
38 guns, and Euryalus, rating 36 guns, two. 1 7 Mae: allo baie hel aA-% 
rocket ships, of 18 guns each, two bomb ships, | T°P'Y Sat. eer Pome eee Oe 
Bes a : ’|the mayor and the cemmittee, it was observed 


of 8 guns.each, and a schooner of 2 guns, 
ier ° : to the officer by the mayor and one of the com- 
which were but a few hundred yards from the| ittee that mi M td's ies alla iie® Uh 
’ > = } 3 , y 2 JUS: } s : , 
wharves, and the houses so situated that they | aadieas nial oil 1d ncbde se gloat at 
might have been laid in ashes in a few minutes, | ' mtn ~padeh degeersg esp" sh ihe 
them—that the municipal authority of the 


About ten o’clock in the morning of the 29th, | } 
: & ’*;town had no power to recal the merchandize 


pon i not te theginyor Fhe following | at had been sent out subsequent to the 1Sth 
Hig-majesty’s ship Sea-Hone, off Alexandria, of August. ‘The reply of the officer was, In 
the 29th day of August, 1814. that case it could not be expected. 

GeNnTLEMEN—In consequence of a deputa-| He was further informed that it would not 
tion yesterday received from the city of Alex-\phe jn the power of the common council to 
andria, requesting favorable terms for the ‘compel the citizens to assist in getting up the 
satiety of their city, the undermentioned are} sunken vessels. ‘I'he officer answered that 
the only conditions in my power to offer. their sailors would then do it. He was re- 
The town of Alexandria (with the excep quired to explain what was intended by the 
tion of public works) shall not be destroyed, | term merchandize, as used in the 4th article. 
unless hostilities are commenced on the part! He answered that it was intended to embrace 
of the Americans; nor shall the inhabitants | that species of merchandize only which was 
be molested in any manner whatever, ortheir intended for exportation, such as tobacco, 

dwelling houses entered, if the following ar-| four, cotton, bale goods, &c. 


+ 1 ° i 4 on . 
ticles are complied with. The mayor and one of the committee re- 











lst aréicle. All naval and ordnance stores,|quested to know whether the commodore in- 
(public and private) must be immediately de-|tended to require a celivery of any more of 
livered up. , ‘the merchandize than he could take away with 
2nd article Possession will be immediately|him. He answered it would not be required. 
taken of all the shipping, and their furniture|This explanation was afterwards recognized 
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by captain Gordon. With these verbal ex 
planations the preceding terms were submitted 
to the common council. It will be here pro- 
per to remark, that when these terms were 
proposed and submitted to the common coun- 
cil, general Hungerford had not arrived 
with his army, nor did it reach the suburbs 
of the town antil the night of that day— 


its part to enforce compliance ; its authority 
in this particular being limited to recomimen- 
dation only.” 

In the execution of the terms imposed by 
the enemy it is proper to state that the verbal 
explanations made by the officer to the may- 
or were generally adhered to No merchan- 
dize was required to be brought back to the 





Tne town was still without any means of 


town ; no assistance was required of or ofier- 


defence, and it was evident that no defence.ed by the citizens in getting up the sunken 


could avail, but that species of force which 


‘vessels. The depredations of the enemy. with 





would be calculated to arive the ships from/a few exceptions, were coniined to flour, cot- 
their mooring. No communication nad been'ton and tobacco, which they carried ofl in 
received from the officers of the general’ some of the vessels then at the town; only 
government, and the town sans to be|one vessel was burnt; no private dwelling was 
abandoned to its fate. Under these circum- 
stances the common council could have no 
hesitation as to the course to be pursued. The insult. 

citizens of the town of all descriptions, with! The loss sustained from the enemy it is be- 
an immense valae of property were entirely 'ieved will not exceed the following :—three 
in «he power of the enemy, whose naval com- ships, three brigs, several bay anc river cratt, 
manider, according to the proclamation of the the number of which has not been ascertained; 
president of the United S:ates, dated on the all of which were carried away, and one ship 
first of September, has declared his *‘purpose burnt. The quantity of flour carried away 
to »e, to employ the force under his direction it is believed will not exceed sixteen thousand 
in destroying and laying waste such towns barrels—about one thousand hoegsheacs tobae- 
and districts upon the coast as may be found co, one hundred and fifty bales of cotton, and 
assii‘able.” A similar declaration had been’of wine, sugar and other articles not more 
made by captain Gordon tothe committee who than five thousand dollars wort 

bore the flag. Againstthe attack of such an, ‘Ths editors of newspapers throughout the 
enemy was the town of Alexandria without United States, are respectfully requested to 
any means of defence whatever. The people) re-publish the above. 

of tie town were at his mercy, and compeiled' ———- 

to vield to such terms as the “victor” might The following is the official letter of J. A. 
prescribe. If the members of the municipal; Gordon to vice admiral Cochrane, giving 
authority and citizens of the town had given| the details of the capture of this place by 
loose to the feelings of indignation which the} the squadron under his command, dated 


occasion had excited, and had sacrificed the| Sea-horse, Chesapeake, September 9, 1814, 
Sir—In obedience to your orcers | pro- 


visited or entered in a rude or hostile man- 
ner, nor were citizens personally exposed to 
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town and had exposed their wives and daugh-| 


ters to the wanton insults of an unrestrained 
ene ny, they would have betrayed their trusts 
and have deplored the consequences. 

he common council therefore were obliged | 
to yield submission to the terins as explained, 
and did thereupon pass and publish the follow- 
ing resolution: 

* Resolved, That the common council of! 
Alexandria, in assenting to the conditions of- 
fered by the commander of the British squad- 
ron now off the town, has acted fom the im-| 
pulse of irresistable necessity, and solely from | 
a regard to the welfare of thetown. That it 
consicers the assent by it given as only for-| 
mal, inasmuch as the enemy already had it in| 
their power to enforce a compliance with the! 
demand by a seizure of the property required 
from us ; and believing the safety of the er | 
sons of the inhabitants, of their dwellings. and} 
of such property as Is not comprehended | 
Within the requisition, to depend entirely up- | 
on the ohservance of the terms of it, the com-! 
mon council recommends to the inhabitants 


an acquiescence: at the same time 3}! 





does ex- 


jceeded tothe river Potomac, with the ships 
inamed in the margin* on the 17th of Jast 
month, but from being without pilots to as- 
sist us through the mest difficult parts cf the 
river called the Keitle Bottoms, and from 
contrary winds, we were unable to reech fort 
Washington until the evening of the 27th— 
nor was this effected but by the severest labor. 
I betieve that each of the ships was no lees 
than twenty different times aground, and 
each time was obliged to haul off by main 
strength, and we were employed Warping for 
five whole successive cays, with the exception 
a few hours, adistance of more than 50 miles. 

The bomb-ships were placed on the evening 
of the 27ih, and immediately began the hom- 
bardment of the fort; it being my intention to 
attack it with the frigaies at day-light the 
following morning. Qn the bursting of the 
first shell, the garrison were observed to ye- 
treat; but supposing scme concealed design, | 
directed the fire to becortinued At © o'clock. 
however, my doubts were removed, by the 
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explosion of the powder magazine, which de- iowitzer, had greatly impeded the progress 
stroyed the inner buildings, and at day-ligit! of the enem y % their works, notwithstancing 
the 28th we took possession. Besides the! which, they were enabled to increase their 
principal fort, which contained two 52, two 32) battery to 11 guns, with a furnace for heat- 
and eight 24 pounders, there was a battery ing shot. On the third, the wind coming to 
on the beach of five 18 pounders, a martel-|the N. W. the Aéina andthe Erebus succeed- 
lo tower with two 12 pounders and loop holes|ed in getting down to their assistance, and 
for musketry, and a battery in the rear of two| the whole of us, wiih the prizes, were assem- 
12 and six pound field pieces. ‘The whoie of vled there on the 4th, except the Devastation, 
these guns were already spiked by tne enemy, | which in spite of our utmost exertion in warp- 
and their complete destruction, vith their| ing her, slill remained five miles higher up 
carriages also, was effevied by the seamen and|tne river. ‘his was the moment when the 
marines, sent on that service in less than two | enemy meade his greatest efforts to efiect our 
hours. The populous city of Alexandria thus) destruction, 
lost its only defence ; and, having buoyed the| ‘The Erebus being judiciously placed by 
channel, I deemed it better to postpone giving capiain Bartholomew mm anadmirable position 
any ansiver to a proposal made to me for iis for harrassing the workmen employec in the 
capitulation until the following morning, when treuches, was attacked by three tield pieces, 
I was enabled to place the shipping in such aiwhich did her considerable damage hbeiore 
s.e ‘ ow 
position as would ensure assent to the terms) they were beaten off And another attempt 
i had decided to entorce. ibeing made to destroy the Devasiation with 
Tothis measure, I attribute their ready ac-| fire vesseis, I sent the boats. uncer captain 
quiesence, as itremoved that doubt of my de-| Baker, to her assistance; nothing could ex- 
termination to proceed, which had been raised) ceed the alacrity with which captain Baker 
in the minds of the inhabitants by our army| went on this service, to which I aitribuied the 
having retired from Washington ; this part! immeciste reireat of the boats and fire ves- 
of our proceedings will be further explained} sels. Mis loss. 





however, was considerable, 


by the accompanying documents. 
“The hon. lieut. Gordon of this ship, was’! 
sent on the evening of the 28th to prevent the, 
escape of any of the vessels comprized in the’ 
capitulation, and the whole of those which) 
were sea-worthy, amounting to 7] in number, 
were fitted and loaded by the 3lIst. | 
Capt. Baker, of the Fairy, bringing your) 
orders of the 26th, having fought his way up| 
the river, past a battery of five guns, and a) 
large military foree, confirmed the rumors) 


which had already reached me of strong mea-| 
sures having been taken to oppose our re 
turn; and I therefore quilted Alexandria with- | 
out waiting to destroy those remaining stores: 
which we had not the means of bringing away. 

Contrary winds again occasioned us the la- 
borious task of warping the ships down the 
river, in which a day’s delay took place, ow- 
inz to the Devastation grounding. ‘The ene-, 
my took advantage of this circumstance to at- 
tempt her destruction by three fire vessels 
attempted by fire row boats; but their object: 
was defeated by the promy-itude and gallan-| 
try of captain Alexander, who, with his own! 
boats, and being followed by those of the 
other ships,chased the boats of the enemy up| 
to the town of Alexandria. ‘i‘he cool and: 
steaty conduct of Mr. Moore, midshipman of, 
the Seahorse, in towieg the nearest fire vessel 
on snore, whilst the others were removed | 
‘vom the power of doing mischief by the smal- 
er boats of the Devastation, entities him to} 
mv highest recommendation. 

‘Tine Meteor and the Fairy, assisted by the 
Ann Masia dispatch boat, a prize gun boat, 
aud a boat belonging to the Meryalus, with a 


~ 


-- 





owing to their having sovght refuge under 
some guns ina narrow creek, thickly wooded, 
from which it was impossible for him to dis- 
lodge them. ; 

On the 5th, at noon, the wind coming fair, 
and ail my arrangeme:.ts being made, the 


‘Sea Horse and kuryalus, anchored within 


musket shet of the batteries, while the whole 
of the prizes passed betwixt us and the shore 
—the bombs, the Fairy and irebus, firingas 


‘they passed, and afterwards anchored in a fa- 


vorabie position for fecilitating by means of 


| their force, the further removai of the frigstes. 
‘Ato P. M. having completely silencea the 


enemy's lire, the Seahorse and Huryalus cut 
their cables and the whole of us proceeded to 
the next position taken up by the troops, 


where they had two batteries mounting from 


14 to 18 guns, cna range of cliffs of chouta 
mile in extent, under which we were obliged 
to pass very close. I did not intend to make 


ithe attack that evening, but the Frebus 


grounded within range, we were necessarily 
ealled into action. On this occasion the fire of 


ithe Fairy had the most decisive efiect, as well 


as that of the Erebus, whilst the bombs threw 
their shelis with excellent precision, end the 
guns of the batteries thereby completely si- 
lenced by about three o’clock. 

At day-light on the 6th, I made signal to 
weigh, and so satisfied were the whoie of the 
parties opposed to us of their opposition being 
ineffectual, that they allowed us to pass with- 
out further molestation. I cannet close this 
detail of operations, comprising a period of 
twenty-three days, without begging leave to 
call vour attention to the singular exertion & 
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those whom we have the honor to cemmand, 
by which our saccess was effected. Our ham- 
mocks were down only two nights during the 
whole time; the many laborious duties which 
we had to perform ‘were executed with a 
cheerfulness which I shall ever remember with 
pride, and which will ensure, I hope, your 
favorable estimation of their extraordinary 
zeal and abilities. 

To captain Napier, I owe more ebligations 
than I have words to express. ‘Ihe Kuryalus 
lost her bowsprit, the head of her foremast, 
and the heads ofall her topmasts, in a tornado, 


which she encountered on the 25th, just as her 


sails were clued up, whilst we were passing 
the flats of Maryland Point: and yet, after 12 
hours work on her retittal, she was again 


under weigh, and advancing up the river.— | 
Capt Napier speaks highly of the conduct of 


lieut. Thomas Herbert on this aswell as on 
every other of the many trying oceasions which 
have calied his abilities into action. His exer- 
tions were also particularly conspicuous in 
the prizes, many of which, already sunk by 
the enemy, were weighed, masted, hove down, 
eaulked, rigged and loaded by ouz little squa- 
dron, during the three days which we remained 
at Alexandria. 

It is difficult to distinguish amongst officers 


who had a greater share of duty than often falis | 


to the lot of any, and which each performed 
with the greatest credit for his professional 
character. [cannotomitto reeommendto your 
notice the meritorious conduct of captains A- 


plished by the President; American frigaté; 
even after taking her guns out, under a period 
of 42 days. . 
Kinclosed is a list of killed and wounded; 
and also of the vessels captured. 
I have the honor to be, &e. 
JAS. A. GORDON, Captain: 
To Sir A. Cochrane, cotiinander in chief, Ce. 
Killed and wounded on board Hi. M ships 
employed in the Potomac river, between the 
Ist and 5th Sept. 1514. 

Total—7 killed; 45 wounded: 
(Signed) JAS A. GORDON Captain: 
jiiere follows the capitulation of Alexandria; 

as heretofore published.] 





| 
! 





Admiralty Qjfice, Sept. 27, 1814: 
| »Capt. Wainwright, of his majesty’s shig 
‘Tonnant, arrived this morning at this office; 
with despatches from vice-admiral sit Alexau- 
ider Cochrane, K. B. tu John Wilson Croker; 
(Esq. of which the following are copies: 
Lonnant, in the Patuxent, Sept. 2, 1814. 
Sirn—i have the honor to acquaint you, for 
the information of my lords commissioners 
of the admiralty, of the proceedings of his 
majesty’s combined forces since my arriva! 
within the capes of Virginia; and l beg leave 
to offer my congratulations te their lordships 
upoia the successful termination of an expedi- 
‘tion, in which the whole of the énemy’s dotilla 
under commodore Barney has been eaptured 
or destroyed; his army, though greatly supe- 
rior in number, and strongly postéd with can: 





lexander, Bartholomew, Baker and Kenah,;non, defeated at Biladensburg—the city of 
the iatterof whom led us through manyoft the Washington taken; the capito!; with all thé 
difficulties of the navigation;and particularly) public buildings, military arsenals, duck-yvard; 
tocaptain Roberts, of the Meteor, who, besides ,and the rest of their naval establishment, io- 
undergoing the fatigues of the day, employed ‘gether with avast quantity of naval and imilitas 
the night in coming the distance of ten miles|ry stores, a frigate of the largest class ready 
tocommunicate and consult with me upon our | to launch, and a sloop of war ailoat, exther 
further operations, preparatory to our pass-|blown up or reduced to ashes. 
ing the batteries. 
So universally good was the conduct of all'anenemy’s country, surrounded by anumerous 
the officers, seamen and marines of the detach- | population, could not be acquired without loss, 
ment, that I cannot particularize with justice ;and we have to lanent the fall of sone valuable 
to the rest. But | owe it to the long tried expe- | ofiicers and men; but considering the difficulties 
rience I have had of Mr. Henry King, Ist Lt. |the forces had to contend with, the heat of 
of the Seahorse, to point out to yeu, that such ithe climate, and their coming into action atthé 
was his eagerness to take the part to which end of a long march, our casuaities are astu- 
his abilities would have directed him on this|nishingly few. | 
occasion, that he even came out of asick bed,| My.ietter of the 11th Aug: will have ae: 
to command at his quarters, whilst the ship quainted their lordships of my waiting in tie 
Was passing the batteries;:* nor can I ever for-. Chesapeake for the arrival of rear-adiniral 
get how materially the service is indebted to| Malcolm, with the expedition from Bermuda; 
Mr. Alexander Loutham, the master, for both} The réar admiral joined me on the !7ih; 
finding and buoying the channel ofa navigation |and as I had informatio from rear adiniral 
which no ship of similar draft of water hed ever|Cockburn, whom I found in the Potomac, that 
before passed with their guns and stores on /commodore Barney, with the Baltinore flo. 
board, and which, according to the report of itilla, had taken shelter at the héad of Ué Pe. 
@ seaman now in this ship, was not accom-|tcxent, this afforded a pretext for ascemdiiiy’ 
Ki? ithat river to attack him néar its Source, above 
,. "The two first guns pbinted by licut. King) Pig Point, while the ultimate destination of 
‘isabled each a gun of the enemy. jthe combined force was Washington, gh:vald 
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it be found that the attempt might be mace| Marlborough ; the flotilla continued advane. 
with any prospect of success. ‘lo give their/ing towards the station of commodore Barney, 
lordships a more correct idea of the place o' |about three miles above Pig Point, who al- 
ee. . send a ig $ the capa pa fae a eneonter ” force ehae sent 
whic € movements of the army and navy/against him, did not wait an attack. but, at 
are pourtrayed; by it their lordships  will|the appearance of our boats. set fire to his 
ebserve,that es best approach to Wash ip flotilla, and the whole of his vessels excepting 
is by Port ‘Tobacco upon the Potomac, and/one, were blown up. 
Benedict upon the Patuxent; from both of! For the particulars of this well executed 
pc grey ps and ae a: to ag oy — pees refer their meee rf rear- 
and their distanees nearly alike: the roads|admira ockburn’s report. No. 1, who. on 
from Benedict divide about five miles inland;| the same evening, conveyed to me an account 
the one by Piscataway and Bladensburg, the | of his success, and intimation from major-ge- 
get Rs once Aorgon of Ayre Nee i er hay Ms joe egret to peocenr” the 
ough at some distance from it, owing to the |city of Washington, considering, from the in- 
creeks that run up the country; this last passes formation he had received, that it might be 
through the towns of Nottingham and Mari-|assailed, if done with alacrity, and in conse- 
borough to Bladensburg, at which town the, quence had determined to march that evening 
river called the Eastern Branch, that bounds |upon Bladensburg. ‘The remaining boats of 
Washington to the eastward, is fordable, and|the fleet were immediately employed in con- 
the distance is about five miles. There are two veying up the river supplies o! provisions tor 
bridges over this river at the city, but it was the forces, upon their return to Nottingham, 
not to be expected that the enemy would leave agreeably to an arrangement made by the rear- 














them accessible to an invading army 
Previously to my entering the Patuxent, 
I detached captain Gordon, of his Majesty’s 
ship Seahorse, with the ships and bombs 
named in the margin, in the Potowmac, to 
bombard fort Washington (which is situated 
on the left bank of that river, about ten or 
twelve miles below the city), with a view of 
destroying that fort, and opening a free com- 
munication above, as well as to cover the 
retreat of the army, should its return by the 
Bladensburg road be found too hazardous from 
the accession of strength the enemy might 
obtain from Baltimore; it was also reasonable 
to expect, that the militia from the country 
to the northward and westward would flock 
in, so soon as it should be known that the capi- 


tal was threatened. . 
Captain sir Peter Parker, in the Menelaus, 








with some small vessels, was sent up the, 
Chesaperke above Baltimore, to divert the! 
attention of the enemy in that quarter, and J] | 
rovee-ted with the remainder of the naval, 
force and the troops, up this river. and landed 
the army upon the 19th and 20th, at Benedict. 
So sooras the necessary provisions and 
stores could be assembled and arranged, mea-| 
jor-general toss, with his army, moved to- 
wards Nottinzham, while our flotilla, consist. 





admiral, who proceeded on in company with 
the army. 

The report No. 2, of rear-admiral Cock- 
burn’s, willinform their lordships of the bril- 
liant success of the forces, after their depar- 
ture from Marlberough, when they returned 
upon the 26th, and having reached Benedict 
upon the 29th, the expedition was embarked 
in good order. 

On combined services, such as we have 
been engaged in, it gives me the greastest 


| pleasure to find myself united with so able and 


experienced an officer as major-general Ross, 
in whom are blended those qualities so essen- 
tial to promote success, where co-operation 
between the two services becomes necessary ; 
and I have much satisfaction in noticing the 
unanimity that prevailed between the army 
and navy, as I have also in stating to their 
lo: dships that major-general Koss has express- 
ed his fuli approbation of the conéuct of the 
officers, seamen and marines acting with the 
army. 

I have before had occasion to speak of the 
unremitting zeal and exertiens ef rear-admi- 
ral Cockburn during the time he commanded 
in the Chesapeake under my orders :—the in- 
terest and ability which he has manifested 
throughout this late arduous service—justly 


ing of the armed launches, pinnaces, barges, entitle him to my best thanks, and to the ac- 
and other boats of the fleet, under the com. |knowledgments of my lords commissioners of 
round of rear-admiral Cockburn, passed up/the admiralty. 

the river, being instructed to keepupon the} Rear-admiral Malcolm, upon every ocea- 
right flank of the army, for the double pur-|sion, and particularly in his arrangement for 
pose of supplying it with provisions, and, if!the speedy re-embarkation of the troops, ren- 
necessary, to pass it over to the left bank of|dered me essential assistance, and to him. as 
the river into Calvert county, which secured |well as to rear-admiral Codrington, captain of 
a safe retreat te the ships, should it be judged |the fleet, I am indebted for the alacrity and 


necessary. 
The army reached Nottingham upon the 


21st, and on the following day arrived at 





order with which the laborious duties in the 


conveying of supplies to the army were con- 
ducted. 
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For the conduct of the captains and officers 
of the squadron employed in the flotilla, and 
with the army, I must beg leave to refer their 
lordships tothe reports of rear-admiral Cock- 
burn, and to call their favorable consideration 
to those whom the rear-admiral has had occa- 
sion particularly to notice. 'While employed 
immediately under my eye, I had every rea- 
son to be perfectly satisfied with their zealous 
emulation, as wellas that of every seaman 
and marine, to promote the service in which 
they were engaged. 

Captain Wainwright, of his majesty’s ship 
Tonnant, will have the honor to deliver this 
despatch to you, and as he was actually em- 
ployed both with the flotilla and with the army 
in the whole of their proceedings, I beg leave 
to refer their lordships to him for any farther 
particulars. 

[have not yet received any returns from 
the ships employed in the Potomac, the winds 
having been unfavorable to their coming down; 
but, by the information I gain from the coun- 
try people, they have completely succeeded in 
the capture and destruction of fort Washing- 
ton, which has been blown up 

* have the honor tobe. &ce. " 

(Signed) ALEX COCHRANE, 

Vice-admiral and commander in chief. 
John Wilson Croker, Esq 


On board the Resolution tender, off Mount Calvert, 
Monday night, 22d Aug. 1814, 


Sin—I have the honor to inform you that 
after parting from you at Benedict on the 
evening of the 20th instant, | proceeded up 
the Patuxent with the boats and tenders, the 
marines of the ships being embarked inthem, 
under the command of captain Robyns (the 
senior officer of that corps in the fleet) and the 
marine artillery, under captain Harrison, in 
their two tenders ; the Severn and Hebrus 
frigates, and the Manly sloop, being directed 
to follow us up the river as far as might prove 
practicable. 

‘The boats and tenders I placed in three di- 
Visions ; the first under the immediate com- 
mand of captains Sullivan (the senior com- 
mancer employed on the occasion) and Bad 
cock ; the second, under captains Money and 
Somerville ; the third, under captain Ram- 
Say ;—the whole under the superintendance 
and immediate management of captain Wain- 
wreht of the Tonnant, lieut. James Scott 
{ist of the Albion) attending as my. aid de- 
camp. 

I endervored to keep with the boats and 
tenders as nearly as possible abreast of the 
army under major general Ross, that I might 
communicate with hjm as occasion offered 


according to the plan previously arranged ; 
and about mid-day yesterday I accordingly 
anchored at the ferrv-house opposite Lower 


a} } } 
Marlborough, where I met the weneral : and 


where the army halted for some hours, after 
which he marched for Nottingham, and] pro-! horsemen likewise showed themselves on the 


,j}be moved to Pig Peint 


ceeded on for the same place with the boats. 
On our approaching that town a few shot were 
exchanged between theleading boats and son* 
of the enemy’s cavalry; but the appearance 
of our army advancing caused them to retire 
with precipitation. Captains Nourse and Pal- 
mer, of the Severn and Hebrus, joined me 
this day with their boats, having found itim- 
practicable to get their ships higher than Bene- 
dict. 

The major-general remained with the army 
at Nottingham, and the boats and tenders 
continued anchored off it during the night ; 
and soon after day-light this morning, the 
whole moved again forward, but the wind 
blowing during the morning down the river, 
land the channel being excessively narrow, and 
the advance of our tenders consequently slow, 
I judged it advisabie to push on with the 
boats, only leaving the tenders to follow as 
they could. 


On approaching Pig Point (where the ene- 
my’s flotilla was said to be,) I landed the ma- 
rines under captain Kobyns on the left bank 
of the river, and directed him to march round 
and attack, on the land side, the town situated 
on the point, to draw from us the attention of 
such troops as might be there for its defence, 
and the defence of the flotilla; I then proceed- 
ed on with the boats, and, as we opened the 
reach above Pig Point, I plainly discovered 
commodore Barney’s broad pendant tn the 
head most vessel, a large sloop, and the re- 
mainder of the fiotilla extendingin a long line 
asterr, of her. Our boats now advanced tos 
wards them as rapidly as possibie; but, on 





the broad pendant to be on fire, and she very 
soon afterwards blewup. I now saw clearly 
that they were all abandoned, and on fire, with 
trains to their magazines ; and out of the se- 
venteen vessels which composed this formida- 
ble andso much vaunted flotilla, sixteen were 
in quick suecession blown to atoms, and the 
seventeenth (in which the fire had not taken) 
we captured. The commodore’s sloop was a 
large armed vessel; the others were gun- 
boats, all having a long gun in the bow, and 
a earronade in the stern; the calibre of the 
guns andnumber of the crew of each differed 
in proportion to the size of the boat, varying 
from 32 pounders and sixty men to 18 poun- 
ders and fortymen. I found here lying above 
the flotilla, under its protection, thirteen mer- 
chant schooners, some of which not being 
worth bringing away, I caused to be burnt ; 
were in good condition I directed to 
Whilst employed in 
taking these vessels, a few shot were fired at 
us by some of the menof the flotilla from the 
bushes on the shore near us; butlieut. Scott, 
whom I had landed for that purpose, soon cot 
hold of them and made them prisoners. Some 


-Isuch as 





nearing them, we observed the sloop bearing: 
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neighboring heights, but a rocket or two dis- 
persed them; and capt. Kobyins, who had 
ce at possession of Pig Point without resistance, 
now spreading his men through the country, 


with the seamen and with the marine artille- 
ry, under capt. Harrison; capt. Wainwright, 
of the Tonnant, had accompanied me the day 
before, as had also lieut James Scott (acting 


the enemy retreated to a distance, and left us first lieut.) of the Albion. 
in quiet possession of the town, theneighbor-| At day light in the morning of the 24th, 
hood, and the prizes. the major- ceneral again put the army in mo- 
A large quantity of tabacco having been|tion, directing his march upon Bladensburg; 
found in the town’ at Pig Point, L have leftjon reaching which place, with the advanced 
captain Robyns, with the marines, and capt.! brigade, the enemy was discovered drawn up 
Nourse, with two divisions of the boats, to) in force on a rising ground beyond the town; 
hold the place and ship the tobacco into the/and by the fire he soon opened upon us as we 
prizes, and 1 have moved back with the third entered the place, gave us to understand he 
division to this point, to enable me to canfer| was well protected with artillery.. General, 
en our future operations with the major-gene- Ross, however, did not hesitate in immediate- 
ral, who has been good enough to send his) ly advancing to attack him, although our 
nid- de- ‘camp to inform me of his safe arrival, | troops were almost exhausted with the fa- 
with the army under his command, at Upper |tigue of the march they had-just made, and 
Marlborough. but a small proportion of our little army had 
In congratulating vou, sir, which I do most! yet got up; this dashing measure, was, ‘how- 
sincerely, on the complete destruction of this|ever, I am happy to add, crowned with the 
flotilla of the enemy, which has lately occu-/success it merited; for, in spite of the galling 
pied so rik of our attention, I must beg to! ‘fire ofthe enemy, our troops advanced stea- 
he permitted to assure you, that the cheer ‘fal | dily on both his flanks and in his front; and 
anid indefatioab le exertions on this occasion. of as soon as they arrived on even eround with 
cantains Wainw: ight, Nonvse and Palmer, iliim, he fled in every direction, leaving behind 
and of captain Sulliyan, the commanders, of. ‘him ten pieces of cannon, and a considerable 
ficors, and men, in the rie you have placed: number of killed and wounded, amongst the 
under my orders, most justly entitle them to latter commodore Barney and several other 
my warmest acknowled ements and my earn- officers; some other prisoners were also taken 
est recommendation to your favorable notice. /thoagh not many, owing to the swiftness w ith 
I have the honor to be, &e. | which the enemy went off, and the fatigues 
(Signed ) G COCKBURN, rear-adm, our army had previously undergone. 
The hon. sir A. Cochrane, K. B. | It would, sir, be deemed presumption in 
H, M. ship Manly, off Nottingham, Patuxent, Aug. o7,| me to : attempt to give vou particular details 
Sir—I have the honor to inform you that, | respecting the nature of this ba attle; ] shall, 
agreeably to the intentions I notified to you therefore. only remark, generally, that the 
jn my letter of the 22d inst.{ proceeded by land| enemy, 8000 strong, on ground he had chosen 
en the morning of the 23dto U 'pper J Marlbo-' as best. adapted for him to defend, where he 
rough, to meet ‘and confer with maj. gen. Ross; had time to erect his batteries, andconcert all 
as to our farther operations against the ene- | nis measures, was dislodged as soon as reach- 
my, and were not long in agreeing on the, ed,and a victory gained over him by a division 
propriety of making an ) immediate attempt on of the British ar my, not amounting to 1 ore 
the city of W ashington. |than 1,500 men, headed by our gall: ant es 
ly conformity there fore with the wishes of eral, whose brilliant achievement of this day 
the general, I instantly sent orders for our) it is beyond my power to do justice to, and 
marine and navai forees at Pig-Point, to be! indeed no poss ible comment could enhanc e, 
forthwith moved over to Mount Calvert, and| ‘he seamen, with the guns, were, to thein 
for the marines, marme artillery, and a por Way mortification, with the rear division 















































tion of the seamen to he there. landed, and! 
with the utmost nossibie expedition to join 
the army, which J aiso most readily agreed to 
accompa inv, 

ae major gen. then made his dispositions, 
and arranged that capt. Robyns, with 
marines of the ships, s! 
of U ner My: arlbor yug n and that the 
ertil] lerv nat seamen should follow the a 
sround It was to oc euny for t! 16 
then NOV ed on, andh ivoune kes di 
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night. } 


miles nearer Wash i marines } have 


during this short but decisive action; those, 
however, attached to the rocket brigade, 

}were inthe battle, and [remarked with much 
pleasure the precision with which the rockets 
them, under the direction of 
first lieut. Lawrence, of the marine artiller v; 

Mr. Jer emiah M’Daniel, master’s mate ofthe 
Tonnant,a very fine voung man, who was at- 
tached to this party, being sev erely wounded, 

'f beso permission to rec ommend him to your 
favorable consideration. The company of 
on so many occasions had 
use to mention to von,  obrnchastee by first 
ntenant Stephens, was also in the action 

; were the colonial marines, under the tem 
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porary command of capt. Reed, of the 6th 
West India regiment (these companies being 
attached toe the light brigade,) and they res- 
pectively behaved with their accustomed zeal 
and bravery. None other of the naval depart- 
ment were fortunate enough to arrive up in 
time, to take their share in this battle, except- 
ing capt. Palmer, ofthe Hebrus, with his aid- 
de- -camp, Mr. Arthur Wakefie! id, midshipman | 
of that ship, and lieut. James Scott, first of 
the Albion, who acted as my aid-de-camp, 
and remained with me during the whole 
time. 

The contest being completely ended, and 
the enemy saving retired from the field, the, 
general gave the army about two hours rest, 
when he again moved forward on Washing- 
ton; it was ; however dark before we reached 
that city, and on the general, myself, and| 
some officers advancing a short way past the 
first :ouses of the town, without being accom 
panied by the troops, the enemy opened upon | 
us a heavy fire of musquetry, from the capitol 
and two other houses; these were therefore 





tenders and the boats, and I have hoisted my 
flag pro tem.inthe former. The troops wiil 
probably march to-morrow, or next day at 
farthest, to Benedict for re- ‘embarkation, and 
the flotilla will of course join you at the same 
time. 

In closing, sir, my statement to you, of the 
sarduous and highly important operations of 
thisweek, I have a most pleasing duty to per- 
form, in assuring you of the good conduet of 


underme. Ihave been particularly inéebtea, 

whilst on this service, to capt. Wainwright of 
ithe T’onnant, for the assistance he has invari- 
ably afforded me; and to captains Palmer and 


to and from Washington. T'o capt. Nourse, 
w ho has commanded the flotilla during my 
absence, my acknowledgments are most just- 
ly due, aswellas to capts. Sullivan, Badeock, 
Somerville, Ramsay and Bruce, who have 
acted in it under him. 

Lieut. James Scott, now first lieut. of the 
Albion, has, on this occasion rendered me es- 





almost immediately stormed by our people. |sential services, and, as 1 have had reason so 


taken possession of, and set on fire, after 
which thé town submitted without further re- 
sistance, 


The enemy himself, on our entering the) 


town, set fire to the navy yard (filled with na- 
yal stores.) a frigate of the largest class, al 
most ready for launching, and a 2 sloop of war 
laying off it, as he also did to the fart whieh 
protected the sea approach to Washington. 
On taking possessicn of the city we also 
set fire to the president s palace, the treasury, 
andthe war office; and in the morning capt. 
Wainwvight went with a party to see that the 
destruction in the navy vard was compiete; 


when hedestroyed whatever stores and build- | 


ings had escaped the tlames of the preced- 
ing night, a large quantity of ammunition and_| 
ordnance stores were likewise destroved by 
us inthe arsenal, as were about 200 pieces of 
artillery of different calibres, as well as a vast 
quantity of small arms. Two rope walks, of 





often of late to mention to you the gailant and 
meritorious conduct of this officer, I trust you 
will permit me to seize this opportunity of 
recommending him to your favorable notice 
and consideration. 

Capt. Kobyns (the senior officer of the ma- 
rines on board the fleet,) who has had, during 
these operations, the marines of the ships un- 
der his orders, has executed ably and zea- 
lously the several services with which he has 
been entrusted, and is entitled to my best ac- 
knowledgments accordingly, as is also capt, 
Hartinon of the marine artillery, who, with 
the officers and men attached to “him, accom- 
panied the army to and from W ashington. 
| Mr. Dobie, surgeon of the Melpomer 1¢, Vo- 
lunteered his professional services on this or- 
ieasion, and rendered much assistance to the 
‘| wounded on the field of battle, as well as to ma- 
lay of the men taken il] on the line of march. 
| One colonial marine killed, one master's 








the officers and men who have been serving 


Money, for their ‘exertions during the march - 


a very extensive nature, full of tar-1 rope, &c.|mate, two serjeants, and three colonial ma- 
situated ata considerable distance from the! rines Ww ounded, are the casualties sustained 
yard, were tikew rise set. fire to and consumed;|by the naval department; a general list ofthe 
in short, sir, [do not believe a vestige of pub-| killed and wounded of the whole army will of 
lic property, or a store of any kind, which|course, accompany the report of the major 
could be converted ta the use of the eovern-| general. 
ment, escaped destruction; the bridges across} I have the honor.to be, &e. 
the Eastern Branch and the Potoimae were! (Signed) G. COCKBURN, R. Adm. 
likewise destroved. Vice admiral the hon. sir 
‘This general destruction being completed A. Cochrane, Kk. B. &c. 
during the day of the 25th, we m: arched again From alate London paper. 
ak nine that night on our return, by Bladens A letter from an officer of his majesty’s 
burgh, to Upper Mariborough. ship Kegulus, dated Patuxent river, Aug. 30, 
We arriv ed yesterday evening at the latter|communieates some particulars of the destruc- 
without molestation of any sort, indeed with-|tion of fort Washington, by the division ap- 
out a single musket having been fired, and pointed for that purpose: 
this morning we moved on to this place, where} “Onthe morning of the 25th, I was sent 
[have found his m: ijesty’s sloop Manly, the with three officers and 200 men, down to ces- 
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coming up the river to attack the town. aA- 
bout i50 barrels of gunpowder, found here, 
were thrown into the well of the fort; when 
one of the artillery men most unfortunately 
dropped a lighted port-fire into the well, 
which, witha magazine about twelve yards 
distant, full of shells, charged and primed, 
blew up with the most tremendous explosion 
J ever heard. One house was unroofed, and 
tie walls of two others, which had been 
burnt an hour before, were shook down; 
large pieces ot earth, stones, bricks, shot, 
shelis, &c. burst into the air, and falling a- 
mongst us (who had no where to run, being 
on a narrow neck of land, with the sea on 
three sides), killed about i2 men, and wound- 
ed above 30 more, most of them ina dreadful 
manner. I had the good fortune to escape 
with whole skin and bones but somewhat 
bruised. The groans of the people, almost 
buried in the earth, or with legs and arms 
broke, and the sight of pieces of bodies lying 
about, was athousand times more distressin 
than the loss we met with in the field the day 
before ” 

vom a letter of a young midshipman of kis 

majesty’s brig Espoir. 

Never was bravery mere conspicuous, and 
never did soldigrs behave more gallantly.— 
They advanced through a narrow defile under 
a dreadful fire trom the American artillery 
and musketry; on coming to the foot of the 
hill, the Americans gave three cheers, and fir. 
ed a tremendous volley, appearing. as if it 
was an expiring effort; they charged up the 
hill, some dying, whilst others fell through 
fatigue (the day being dreadful hot.) On ar- 
riving at the moment, the Americans fled in 
all directions, with Mr. Madison at their head. 
We took possession of all the cannon and 
pursued the flying enemy; took commodore 
Barney previously, who was mortally wound- 
ed. 

On the remainder of the army coming up, 
we continued our march, and towards even 
ing we entered Washington without any fur. 
ther opposition. We immediately went to 
all the public buildings and to Mr. Madison’s 
house\in the capitol, and blew up the dock 

ard, destroyed a 60 gun frigate and a sloop! 
of war that were just ready for launching. | 
When the general entered Mr. Madison’s 


ie our retreat by the Americans. We em- 
barked the troops that night and the follow- 
ing day on board our respective ships. The 
general, during the action, behaved most gal- 
lantly, riding through the ranks, cheering the 
soldiers. He had three horses shot under him. 
It is supposed we shall attack Portsmouth, 
or New London—if fortune favors us much as 
it has, we shall do great things. 





DEATH OF sIR PETER PARKER. 


ADMIRALTY OFFICE, SEPT. 27. 
[Transmitted by Vice-Admiral Cochrane.] 
His majesty’s ship Menelaus, off  Pool’s 
island, Chesapeake, Sepi 1, 1-14 

Sir—With grief the deepest it becomes my 
duty to cornmunicate the death of sir Peter 
Parker, Bart. late commander of his majes' y’s 
ship Menelaus, and the occurrences attencing 
an attack on the enemy’s troops, on the night 
of the 20th ult. encamped at Bellair. The 
previous and accompanying letters of sir Pe- 
ter Parker, will, I presume, fu!ly point out the 


&| respect the enemy on all occasions evinced at 


the approach of our arms, retreating at every 
attack, though possessing a superiority of 
numbers of five to one; an intelligent black 
man gave us information of 290 militia being 
encamped behind a wood, distant halfa mile 
from the beach, and described their situation, 
so as to give us the strongest hopes of cutting 
off and securing the largesi part as our pri- 
soners. destroying the camp, field-pieces, &c. 
and possessing also <ertain information that 
one man out of every five had been levied 
as a requisition on the eastern shoie, for the 
purpose of being sent over forthe protection 
of Baltimore, who were only prevented cross- 
ing the hay by the activity and vigilance of 
the tender and ship’s boats. One hundred 
and four bayonets. with 20 pikes, were landed 
at eleven o'clock at night, under the immedi- 
ate direction of capt. sir Peter Parker, Bart. 
the first division headed by myself, and the 
second division bylieut. Pearce. Onarriving 
atthe ground we discovered the enemy had 
shifted his position, as we were then inform- 
ed. to the distance of a mile farther; having 
taken the look-out picket iminediately on our 
landing, we were in assurance our motions 
had not been discovered, and with the deep- 
est silence followed onforthe camp. A‘tera 
march of between four and five miles in the 





house, he found the table spread for dinner, 


~ and all the fruits and wines in cool. The) 


officers regaled themselves with whatever, 
they wanted, and then set fire to the house. 
Private houses were respected except the Jo-| 
senhine hotel, one of the most beautiful ho- 
tels ever built—it was burnt. We remained | 
in possession of Washington 23. hours, when 
finding there was nothing more to do, we 
commenced our retreat on the evening of the 
2sth, not having been in the least molested 


oP) ~ 





country. we found the enemy posted ona 
plain, surrounded by woods, with the camp 
in their rear; they were drawn up in line, 
and perfectly ready to receive us; a single mo- 
ment was not to be lost; by a smart fire and 
instant charge, we commenced the attack, 
forced them from their position, putiing them 
before us in full retreat to the rear of their ar- 
tillery, where they again made a stand, show- 
ing a disposition to out flank us on the right; 
a movement was instantly made by lieutenant 

















nar hae, 





Pearce’s division to force them from that quar- 
ter; and it was at this time, while animating 
his men in the most heroic manner that sir 
Peter Parker received his mortal wound 
which obliged him to quit the field, and’ he 
expired in a few minutes. Lieut. Pearce, with 
his division, soon reuted the enemy, while 
that under my command gained and passed 
the camp. One of. the field pieces was mc- 
mentarily in our possession, but obliged to 
quit it from superior numbers. 

The marines, under lieuts Beynon and Post, 
formed our centre, and never was bravery 
more conspicuous. Finding it impossible to 
eldse on the enemy, from the rapidity of their 
retreat, having pursued them upwards of a 
mile, I deemed it prudent to retire ‘owards 
the beach, which was effected in the best pos- 
sible order, taking with us from the tield 25 
of our wounded—the whole we could find, 
the enemy not even attempting to regain the 
ground they had lost; ‘rom three prisoners 
(cavalry) taken by us, we !earn their force a- 
mounted to 500 militia, a troop of horse, and 
five pieces of artillery, and since by flags of 
truce, [am led to believe their number much 

reater. 

Repelling a force of such magnitude with 
so smalla bodyas we opposed tothem, will I 
trust speak for itself; and although our loss 
has been severe, I hope the lustre ac- 
quired to our arms will compensate for 
it. Permit me, sir, to offer to your no 
tice the conduct of Mr. James Stepford Hore, 
master’s mate of this ship, who on this, as well 
as on other trying occasions, evinced the great- 
est zeal and gallantry. In jastice to sub-lieut. 
Johnson, commanding the Jane tender, I must 
beg to notice the :andsome manner in which 
he has at alltimes volunteered his services. 

Herewith I beg leave to enclose you a list 
of the killed, wounded, and missing in this 
affair 3 

I have the honor, to be, &c. 

(Signed) 
HEN. CREASE, act. com. 

Total—14 killed; 27 wounded. 


[AMERICAN ACCOUNT] 
Not having before inserted col Rees official 
letter respecting the affair with capt. Parker, 


we take the opportunity to present it, as 
follows: 


Copy of aletter from col. Philip Reed, of the 
Ist. regt. of Maryland militia, to brig. gen. 
Benj. Chambers. 

Camp at Belle Air, 3d Sept. 1824. 

_ Sir—IT avail myself of the first moment I| 

have been able to seize frem incessant labor, 

toinform you that about half past 11 o’clock, 
on the night of the 39th ult, I received infor- 
mation that the barges of the enemy, then 


: 
i. 
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shore. I concluded their object was to land 
and burn the houses, &c. at Waltham’s and 
made the necessary arrangements to prevent 
them, and to be prepared for an opportunity 
which | had sought for several days to strike 
the enemy. During our march to the point 
threatened, it was discovered that the blow 
was aimed at ourcamp. Orders were imme- 
diately given to the quarter master, to remove 
the camp and baggage, and to the troops to 
countermarch, pass the road by the right of 
our camp. and form en the rising ground a- 
bout three hundred paces in the rear—the 
right towards Caulk’s house, and the left re- 
tiring on the road, the artillery in the centre, 


left. I directed capt. Wickes and his second 
lieutenant Beck, with a part of tye rifle com- 
pany to be formed, so as to cover the road by 
which the enemy marched, and witi: this sec- 
tion 1 determined to post myself, leaving the 
line to be formed under the direction of major 
Wickes and capt. Chambers. 

The head of the enemy’s column soon pre- 
sented itselfand received the fire of our advance 
party, at seventy paces distance, and, being 
pressed by numbers vastly superior, I repaired 
to my post in the line; having ordered the 
riflemen 
the line. The fire now became general along 


the whole line, and was sustained by our troops: 


with the most determined valor. The enemy 
pressed our front; foiled in this he threw him- 
self on our left flank, which was occupied by 
capt.Chambers’scompany. Here too his efforts: 
were equally unavailing. His fire had nearly 
ceased, when I was informed that in some 
parts of our line the cartridges were entirely 
expended, nor did any of the boxes contain 
more than a very few rounds, although each 
man brought about twenty into tie field. 
The artillery cartridges were entirely expend- 
ed. Under these circumstances |! oidered 
the line to fall back to a convenient spot where 
a part of the line was fortified, when the few 
remaining cartridges were distributed amongst 
a part of the line, which was again brought 
into the field, where it'remained for a consi- 
derable time, the night preventing a pursuit. 
The artillery and infantry for whom there 
were no cartridges were ordered to this place. 
The enemy. having made every effort in his 
power, although apprized of our having fall- 
en back, manifested no disposition to follow 
us up, but retreated about the time our am- 
munition was exhausted. 

When it is recollecied that very few of our 
ofiicers or men had ever heard the whistlinz 
of aball; that the force of the enemy, asthe 
most accurate information enables us to esti- 
mate, was double ours; that it was command- 
ed by str Peter Parker of the Menelaus, ove 
of the most distinguished officers in the Bri. 
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mitted ina subsequent conversation,) of as 


fine men as could be selected from the British 


service, I feel fully justified in the assertion, 


that the gallantry of the officers and men en-' 


gaged on this occasion, could not be excelled: 
by aaytroops. ‘The officers and men perform- 
ed their duty. 
justice to notice those officers who seemed to) 
display more than a common degree of gal- 
lantry. Major Wickes and captain Chambers 
were conspicuous—captain Wickes and his 
lieutenant Beck of the rifle corps, lieutenant 
Eanick and ensign Shriven of captain Cham- 
bers’ company exerted themselves, as did cap- 
tain I[ynson and his heutenant Grant, capt 
Ussleton of the brigade artillery and his liew- 
tenants Reed and Brown—Lieut. Tilghman 
who commanded the guns of the volunteer ar- 
tillery, in the absence of eaptain Hands who 
is in ill health and from home, was conspicu- 
ous for his gallantry, his ensign Thomas also 
manifested much firmness. 

Tam indebted to captain Wilson of the ca- 
valry, who was with me, for his exertions, an 
also to adjutant Hynson, who displayed much 
geal and firmness throughout—To Dr, Blake, 
Ds. Gordon and to Isaac Spencer, sq. who 
were accidentally in camp, Iam indebted for 
their assistance in reconnoitering the enemy 
on his advance. 

You will be surprised, sir, when I inform 
you thatinan engagement of so long contina- 
ance in an open tield, when the moon shone 
brilliantly on the rising ground occupied by 
our troops, while the shade of the neighbor- 
ing woods, underthe protection of which the 
enemy fought, gave us but an indistinet view 
of any thing but the flash of his guns ; that 
unter the dissarity of numbers against us, 


It is however but ap act of} vant, 





and the advantage of regular discipline on the 


and soldier engaged in the affair—certain in: 
formation from the enemy assures us, that his 
total loss in killed and wounded was forty-two 
or forty-three, including two wounded lieute- 
nants. » : : 

Iam, sit, your most obedient humble ser 

PHIL. REED, 

Lieut. Col. commandant. 


| Benjamin Chambers, brigudier-veneral, 


6th brigade Maryland militia. 
Names of the wounded ef cupt. Chambers’ company. 
John Magnor, sergeant, slightly, in the thigh— 
Philip Crane, corporal, a ball bese-een the tendons 
and the bone of the thigh near the knee. 
Of captain Page’s companuy.—John Glanville, a 
private, in the arm. 





COCKBURN’S EXPEDITIONS. 

In the London Gazette of October 1, we 
find a series of communications from admiral 
Cockburn, embracing an account of his ope- 
rations in the CHEsAPEAKe, previous to the 
arrival there of admivai Cochrane. 


THD EXTRACTS. 

June 1.—T hie rear-admira} incloses a letter 
from captain Ross, of his majesty’s ship Al- 
bion, dated off Tangier Sound, the 2¢th of 
May, giving an account of his having with 
the boats of that ship, and the Dragon, pro- 
ceeded into the river Pungoteak, in Virginia, 
tor the purpose of desiroying any batteries or 
capturing any vesse}!s that he might find there. 
There were no vessels inthe river: but a par- 
ty of seamen and marines were landed to at- 
tack a battery, which they took possession of, 
after a smart firing, notwithsianding the mili- 
tia which collected on the oecasion, and re 
embarked after destroying the work, barracks, 
and guard-houses, and bringing away a six 
pounder gun with its carriage 

June 22 —The rear-admiral transmits four 


side of the enemy, we had nct one man kil-'letters from captain Barrie, of his majesty’s 
led, an only one serjeant, one corporal, and'ship Dragon, dated between the Ist and 19th 
one private wounded, and those slightly. Theiof June, reporting his proceedings while dis- 
ene ny left one midshipman and eight men| patched by vear-admiral Cockburn, against 
dead on the field, and nine wounded; six ofithe flotilla fitted out at Baltimore, under the 
whom died inthe coarse of a few hours. Sitrtorders of commodore Barney. 

Peter Packer was amongst the slain—he was! On the Ist of June, captain Barrie, with 
mortally wounded with a back-shot, and diedjthe St. Lawrence schooner, and the boats of 
before he reached the barges, to which he wasithe Albion and Dragon, fell in with the flotil- 
conveyed by hismen. ‘The enemy’s force, con-jja standiag down the Chesapeake, and retreat- 
sisting of marines and musqueteers, was in'ed before it towards the Dragon, then at an- 
part armed with boarding pikes, swords, and| chor off Smith’s Point. This ship having got 
pistols, no doubt intended for our tents, as or-funder weigh, captain Barrie wore with the 
ders had been given by sir Peter not to tire—) schooner and buats, but the flotilla made off 
many of these arms, with rockets, muskets,:and escaped into the Patuxent river. The 
&e. have fallen into our hands, found by the! Dragon being obliged to come again to an an- 
picket guard uncer ensign Shriven, which wasichor, and the boats not being strong enough 


posted on the battle ground for the remainder 
of the night—nothing butthe want of ammu- 
nition saved the enemy irom destruction. 
Attached are the names of the wounded; 
and, as an act of justice to those concezned, } 





saslose vonralist of the names of every officer 


, 





to attack the flotilla, captain Barrie endeavor- 

ed to induce the enemy to separate his force 

by detaching two boats to cut off a schooner 

under Cove Point ; but the Americans suffer-_ 
ed this vessel to be burnt in the face of the 

flot'Ha, without attempting to save her. 
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Qn the Sth the flotilla retreated higher up,island. The detachment landed, notwith- 
the Patuxent, and captain Barrie being join-'standing a fire of grape and musquetry, drove 
ed on the following day by the Loire and Ja-jthe enemy from the post, and destroyed the 
seur brig, he proceeded up the river with them, }guard-houses, &c. bringing away a six poun- 
the St. Lawrence schooner, and the boats of|/der, the onjy gun of the eaemy at that place. 
the Albion and Dragon. The enemy retreat-/ Great gallantry was displayed by all empiey- 
ed into St. Leonard’s creek, into which theyjed on this occasion. | 
could only be pursued by the boats, which| July 6.—Tnhe rear-admiral incloses two re- 
were too inferior in force to allow of any at-|ports addressed to him by captains Brownand 
tack being made by them alone; captain Bar- Nourse, of the Loire and Severn: the form- 
rie endeavored, however, to provoke the ene er, dated the 27th of June, states that the 
my by rockets and carronades from the boats,'enemy having established a battery on the 
to come down within reach of the ship’s guns.|banks of the Patuxent which opened on the 
The flotilla was at one time so much galled| Loire and Narcissus, he had judged it pro- 
by these attacks, that it quitted its position, | per to move the two ships lower down the river, 
and chased the boats, and after a slight skir-|when the flotilla, under com. Barney moved 
mish with the smaller vessels it returned pre-|out of Si. Leonard’s creek and ran higher up 
cipitatély to its original position. With a view,the Patuxent, with the exception of one row- 
to force the flotilla to quit this station, detach-|boat, which returned to the creek apparently 
ments of searnen and marines were landed on| damaged by the fire of the frigates. The let- 
both sides of the river, and the enemy’s mili-/ter from captain Nourse, dated the 7th of July, 
tia (though assembled to the number of three! reports his joining the ships in the Patuxent; 
to five hundred) retreating before them into|andhavingmovedthemupbeyond St. Leonard’s 
the woods, the marines destroyed two tobac-jcreek, he sent captain Brown with the 
co stores, and several houses, which formed!marines of the ships up the creek, by whom 
military posts. On the 15th the Narcissus| two of the enemy’s gun boats that were found 
joined, and captain Barrie determined to pro-| drawn up and scuttled, were with other vessels 
ceed up the river with 12 beats, having in| burnt, and a large tobacco store destroyed. 
them one hundred and eighty marines, and July 19—The rear admiral states that having 
thirty of the black colonial corps; they pro-| been joined by a battalion of marines, he 
ceeded to Benedict whence a party of regu-jproeceeded up the Potomac with a view to 
lars fled at the approach, leaving behind seve-jattack Leonard’s town, the capital of St. Mary's 
ral muskets, and part of their campequipage,|county, where the Séth regiment was station- 
with a six pounder, which was spiked ; a store/ed. ‘The marines were landed under major 
of tobacco wasalso found there—captain Bar-| Lewis, whilst the boats pulled up in front of 
rie advanced from thence towards Marlbo-)the town; but on discovering the British, the 
rough, and although only eighteen miles from|enemy’s armed force quiited the place and suf- 
Washington, took possession of the place, the: fered them to take quiet possession of it. A 
militia and inhabitants flying in the woods.—!| quantity of stores belonging to the thirty-sixth 
A schooner was loaded with tobacco, and the/ regiment, and a number of arms of diferent 
boats pler.ifully supplied with stock, after|descriptions, were found here and destroyed; 
which having burnt tobacco stores, contain-/a quantity of tobacco, flour, provisions, and 
ing two thousand tive hundred hogsheads, the! other articles, were brought away in the boats 
detachment re-embarked. The enemy col-,and in a schooner lying off the town. Not a 
lected three hundred and sixty regulars and; musket being fired, nor an agmed enemy seen, 
some militia on some cliffs which the boats the town was accordingly spared. 
had to pass ; but some marines being landed,| July 21.—The rear-admiral reports, that 
traversed the skirts of the heights, and re-|the enemy having collected some Virginia mi- 
embarked without molestation; and the ene-'litia at a place called Nominy ferry, in Virgi- 
my did not show himseif till the boats were|nia, a considerable way up Nominy river, he 
out of gun shot. Captain Barrie commends) proceeded thither with their boats and marines 
in high terms, the conduct of all the officers! (the latter commanded by captain Robyns, 
and men, seamen and marines, under his or-|duringtheillness of major Lewis.) The enemy’s 
ders as well as that of the colonial corps, com- position was on a very zommanding eminence, 
posed of armed blacks, and rear-admiral/ projecting into the water; but some marines 
Cockburn takes the opportunity of expressing | being landed on its flank, and soon getting up 
his high sense of the personal exertions and the craggy side of the mountain, while the 
able conduct displayed by captain Barrie. imain body landed at the ferry, the enemy fel] 

June 25.—The rear-admiral transmits a re-, back, and though pursued several miles till 
port from lieut. Urmston, first of the Albion, |the approach of night, escaped with the loss 
of a successful attack made by the boats of|ofa few prisoners. They had withdrawn their 
the squadron, under the lieutenant’s direction, | field artillery, and hid it in the woods; fearing 
ona post established by the enemy at Chis-| that if they kept it to use against the British, 
sene-sick, on the main land, abreast of Watt’s’ they would not be able to retreat with it quick 
Von. Vil U | 
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enough to save it from capture.—After taking, followed him 10 miles up the country, captured 
on board all the tobacco, and other stores a tield piece, and burnt several houses which 
found in the place, with a quantity of cattle,}had been converted into depots, for militia, 
and destroying all the store-houses and build-jarms, &ce Learning afterwards that gen. 
ings, the rear-admiral re embarked; and drop-; Hungerford, had rallied his men at Kinsale, 
ping down to another point of the Nominy he/t.e ve.r-admiral pro: eeded thither; and th ough 
observed some movements on shore upon|the enemy’s position was extremely strong, 
which he again landed with marines. ‘Thejhe had only time to give thé British an in- 
enemy fired a volley at them, but on the ad jeffectual voiley, before they gained the height, 
vance of the marines, fled into the woods.—)when he again ‘retired with precipitation, artd 
Every thing in the neighborhood was there | did not re-appear. ‘he stores found at Kinsale 
fore also des stroyed or brought off; and after|were then shipped without molestation; and 
visiting the country in several other directions, | having burnt the storehouses and other places, 
covering the escape of the negroes who were|with two old schooners, and destroyed two 
anxious to join him, he quitted the river, and|batteriés, therear-admiralre-embarked, bring- 
returned to the ships with one hundr ed and ing away five prize schooners, and a large 
thirty tive refugee negroes, two captured quantity of tobacco, flour, &c. a field piece 
schooners, a large quantity of tobacco, dry anda few prisoners. The American general, 
oods, and eattle, and a few prisoners. ‘Taylor, was wounded and unhorsed, and escap- 
July 24.—The rear-admiral givesanaccountjed only through the thickness of the wood 
of his having gone up St. Clement's creek,/and bushes, into which he ran. ‘The British 
St. Mary’s county, with the boats and ma-jhad three men killed, and as many wounded. 
rines, to examine the country. ‘he militia! The conduct of the officers and men on this 
showed themelves occasionally, but always |joceasion ealls for the rear-admiral’s particular 
retreated when pursued; and the boats return- |\commendation: with 500 men they penetrated 
ed to the ships without any casualty, having |ten miles into the enemy’s country, and skir- 
captured four schooners and destroyed one. |mished back surrounded by woods, in the 
‘Lhe inhabitants having remained peaceably | face of the whole collected militia of Virginia, 
in their houses, the rear-admiral did not suffer|under generals Hungerford and Taylor; ana 
:ny injury to be done to them excepting at after this long march earried the heights of 
one farm, from which two musket shots were/|ixipsale in the most gallant manner. 
fired at the admiral’s gig. and where the pro-| dugust 8.—The rear-admirai states, that 
perty was therefore destroyed. ‘Coan river, a few miles from Yocomoco, 
July 31 —The rear admiral Reports that being the only inlet on the Virginia side of 
having on the 2 th proc -eeced to the head of the Potomac that he had not visited, he 
the Meechodick river, in Virginia, where he. proceeded on the 7th to attack it with thé 
burnt six echooners, whilst the: marines march- | boats and marines: after a tolerably quick five 
ed without opposition, over the country on/{on the boats, the enemy went off precipitately 
the banks afshatriv er, and therenot remaining | vith the guns: the battery was destroyed, and 
anv other place onthe Virginia or St Mary’s the river ascended, in which three scheohers 
sideofhislastanchorage that he had not visi! ted, || were captured, and some tobacco brought off. 
he, on the 28th, caus sed the ships to move | August 15.—The rear-admiral gives an 
above Blackstone’s Island, and on the 29th | account of his having, on the |] 2th, proceeded 
procees ded with the boats and marines up the|up St Mary’s creek and landed in various 
Wicomoco river; hé landed at Hamburgh and parts of the country about that extens:ve inlet, 
Chagtico, from which latter place he shipped| but without seeing a single armed person, 
a considerable que antity of tobacco and visited |though militia had formerly been stationed at 
several houses | a diTere: it parts of the country, Ist Mar y’s factory for defence: the inhabitants 
the owners of which living quietly with their of the state appearing to consider it wiser to 
families, and 7 ning to consider themsei, es submit ra to attempt opposition. 
and their neighbor! 190d at his disposal, he} August 15.—The rear admiral reports his 
eaused no farther inconvenience to them, than shaving again on that day landed within St. Ma- 
obliging them to furnisn supplies of cattle ana Ty's creek, but found on the different parts 
stock for the use of his forces. ‘of the country, the same quiet and submissive 
Auz 4.—The rear admiral states, that onioeeduct on the part of the inhabitants, as in 
the 2d the squalren dropped down the Poto-|the places visited on the 12th—Throughout 
mic, near the entrance atthe Yocomocot iver, ith ie whole of these qperations, rear admiral 
which he entered the following day with the. Cockburn repeats the highest encomiums 
boats and nairines and landed with the latter | ion all the officers and men of the ships and 
The enemy had here collected in great force!marines, under his orders. Although from 
api made more resistance than ustial: but the the nature of the country, and the excessive 
ardorand determination of the rear- admiral’s heat of the climate, these services must have 
gallant little band carried 91] before them: and | been more harrassing, they were carried on 
after forcing the enemy to give way, they!with greater cheerfulness and perseverance. 
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The captains of his majesty’s ships on all 


d eecasions, volunteered to accompany the rear 
h admiral. T'o lieut. col. Malcolm and major 
A; Lewis, of the Royal marines, he expresses 


a. his obligations, as well as to the other officers 
Ps of that corps. The’conduct of the men was 
. also deserving of the greatest praise; and 


39 though the re-embarkations frequently took 
L- place in the night, yet during the whole of 
t, the operations neither a sailor nor a marine 
d was reported missing. 

e In transmitting the reports of these services, 
d which come down to the period of sir Alexan- 


y der Cochrane in the Chesapeake, the vice-ad- 
Oo miral expresses the very high sense he enter 
y - tains af the arrangement, zeal and activity 
e which have, on all occasions, been shewn 
e by rear-admiral Cockburn during the time 











, he has commanded in the Chesapeake, under 

1 the vice-admiral’s orders 

id SORSESPONDENCE BETWEEN GENERAL HUN- 

hf s GERFORD AND ADMIRAL COCKBURN. 

1. ey From the Itichmond Enquirer. 

Ss | We publish the following article that the 

rf Virginians may see the contemptuous and 

d contemptible terms in which that ‘“accom- 

- : plished gentleman,” admiral Cockburn, ad- 

B dresses himself to an officer of the state. We 

— are disposed to blame our officers for their 

i @ condescension in submitting the imputations 

f § of such an enemy to a military enquiry. It 
be would have been better to have passed over 

sa charges, which the enemy either fabricated, 

, ee or did not believe themselves, in silent con- 

f tempt : 

2 [ No. 1.} 

: “H, Q, Henderson’s Store, Aug. 15, 1814. 

: Sir—lI enclose for the information of the 

‘ commander in chief, copies of a correspon- 

dence transmitted to this department by ge- 

neral Hungerford between him and admiral 

‘ Cockburn, together with an opinion of the| 

court of enquiry, the proceedings of which. 

) were enclosed to the admiral. 

_ I am yours, respectfully, 

. | JN. TURBERVILLE, As, Ad. Gen. 

) To the adjutant general. 





; . “M. Q. August 5, 1814. | 
** Admiral Cockburn, commandig H. B. M. 
forces inthe Potomac. 


— ‘“‘Sirn—Being called into command of the 
a forces in this quarter, colonel Parker report-| 

Py ed to me the correspondence which had taken | 
place between you and himself, and the pro. 
ceedings connected withit. At the same time 
he claimed it as due to the command which 
he had held, and as due to the character of 
our people, that a court of enquiry should be 
constituted to investigate the imputation that! 
poisoned spirit had been left in the way of 
your troops in their attack upon Nominy — 
Although well assured as I was, that no citi- 
zen could have perpetrated a deed so hase, 
and disdaining too a charge comin from a 


for the purpose of a fair adjudication, mY 
confidence in the former, and my distrust in 
the latter, and ordered ‘the court which colo- 
nel Parker solicited A copy of their pro- 
ceedings and decision, I have thought proper 
to enclose you. . 
J am, sir, with due consideration, yours, 
J.P. HUNGERFORD, 

Brig. gen. comd’s.” 

‘#1. B. M.S. Albion, in the Potomac, Aug. 11. 

“Sirn—I have the honor to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter, bearing date the 
5th August, accompanying the report of a 
court of enquiry, which you inform me you 
had “condescended” to order respecting the 
spirits revorted to have been poisoned and 
left in the porch of a house at Nominy. 

“As this ‘ condescension” on your part has 
certainly not proceeded frem any enquiries 
of mine, and as the tenor of your letter ad- 
mits not of other reply from me, I beg to de- 
cline any further discussion with you on the 
subject. 

“J have the honor to be, sir, your most 
obedient servant, G. COCKBURN. 

* Brig. gen. Hungerford, ce. &e.” 

H. Q. Yeocomico Church, Angust 3. 

“he court, after the most mature delibée- 
ration upon the evidence, hesitate not to de- 
clare to the commanding general, and to the 
world, their decided opinion that the charge 
‘oO poisonous matter having been infused in 
any spirit left in the house at Nominy, on the 
the evening of the 29th July,” is utterly with- 
out foundation, and they rejoice at the oppor- 
tunity which this investigation has afferced 
them, to declare their abhorrence at so dis- 
honorable an act. 

VINCENT BRAHAM, President. 
J. W. JONES, Judge .ddvocate. 


(No. 2. | 


Test, 


Camp, Augast 8, 1814, 7 
Sirn—Since my last of the 5th, I have 
learnt that the following prisoners are now in 
the squadron under your command, taken 
near Monday’s Point, on the Sd instant. viz. 
Elisha Williams, aged about 66 years ; Luke 
Dameton, aged about 53 do.; Thomas Beu- 
chum. aged about 45 do. ; Christopher Daw- 
son, John King and Thomas Nutt. Jt is my 
duty to represent to you that the three first 
are over the military age prescribed by law, 
and that none were taken in arms, but were, 
as I understand, peaceably remaining at their 
own homes; from which they were forcibly 
taken and the houses of several burnt ; under 
these circumstances. their detention would 
be manifestly contrary to the laws and usages 
of civilized nations, and to the declarations of 
British commanders in similar cases—and I 
request their discharge. 
I have the honor to be your very obedient 
servant, 


JOUN P. HUNGERFORD, 





deserted slave, I have condescended to wave 
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the foregoing, I have 20 seamen, in command of a 2 gun battery, 


P. S. Since writing 





understood from the lieutenant colonel, to fronting the road leading from Sparrow's 
whese regiment Thomas Beuchum was sor-) Point. 


merly attached, that he once held a commis- 
sion in the militia as captain, but that about 
nine months since, his company was dissolved 
and that he holds no command; also that 
Thomas Nutt isa supernumerary officer in 
the militia. J. P. 


H. B. M. ship Albion, in the Potomac, the 11th Ang, 1814 


Sir—lI have the honor to acknowledge the 


receipt of your letter, bearing date the 8th 
instant, respecting six prisoners in the squad- 
ron under my comma nd; and representing to 
me that three of them are above what you 
are pleased to term tie military age prescrib- 
ed by law, and that none of them were taken 
m arms ; ‘and therefore that their detention 
is ma nifestly contrary to the laws and usaAges| 
of civilized nations, and to the declarations of 
British commanders in similar cases, in con- 
sequence of which you request their discharge’) 
As, sir, | beg permission to judge for myself; 
how far the people in question can be consi- 
dered to have conformed to the declarations 
and usages you have quot ted, Lam sorry that 
it is neither in my power to agree wilh, or 
meet your ideas herein. 

I have the honor to be your most obedient 
humble servant, G. COCKBURN. 

Brig. general Hungerford, &c. 





COM. RODGERS AT BALTIMORE. 
Copy af a letter from com. Rodgers to the 
secretary of the navy, dated 

New Cast Le, Sept. 23, 1814. 

Sir—From the time of my arrival at Bal- 
timore until my departure, the various duties 
I had to perform, and the different situations: 
in which 1 was placed, must plead my apo- 
logy for not furnishing a report of the s¢eé-vi- 
ces of the naval force “employ ed there under 
my command at an earlier period, and more 
particularly as my situation, a large portion 
of the time, was such as to deny me the use 
of pen, ink or paper. 

The advance and retreat of the enemy you' 


Sailing master Ramage, of the Guerriere, 
with 20 seamen, in command of a 5 gun bat: 
tery, to the right of the Sparrow’s Point 
road. 


And midshipman Salter, with 12 seamen, 


jin command of a one gun battery a little to 


the right of Mr. Ramage. 

Lieut. Kuhn, with the detachment of ma- 
rines belong to the Guerriere was posted in 
the entrenchment between the batteries occu- 
pied by lieut. Gamble and sailing master Ra- 
mage. 

Lieut. Newcomb, thira of the Guerriere, 
with 80 seamen, occupied fort Covington, on 
the Ferry Branch, a little below Spring Gar- 
idens. — 
| Sailing master Webster, of the flotilla, with 
50 seamen of that corps, occupieda 6 gun bat- 
tery, on the Ferry Branch, known by the 
name of Babcock. 

Lieut. Frazier of the flotilla, with 45 sea- 
men of the same corps, occupied a three gun 
battery near the Lazaretto. 

And lieut. Rutter, the senior officer of the 
flotilla in command of all the barges, which 
were moored at the entrance of the passage 
between the Lazaretto and fort MW’ Henry in 
‘the left wing of the water battery, at which 
[was stationed sailing master Rodman and 54 
seamen of the flotilla. 

+ To the officers, seamen and marines of the 
Guerriere, considering’ the privations they 
experienced and the cheerfulness and zeal 
with which they encountered every obstacle, 
levery acknowledgment is due, and it would 
be as impossible for me to say too much in 
their praise. as it would be unworthy of the 
station I hold, not to mention that their di.- 
cipline and good conduct is owing, in a pre- 
eminent degree, to the indefatigable attention 

and exertions of that highly estimable officer 
lieut. Gamble 

The enemy’s repulsion from the Ferry 
‘branch on the night ef the 13th inst. after he 




















have been made acquaiuted with from other had passed fort M’Henry withhis barges and 
sources, and it now only remains for me to some light vessels was owing to the warm re- 
make known to you the dispositions made of, ‘ception he met from forts Covington and 
and the services rendered by the force under} Babcock, commanded by lieut. Newcomb and 
my command, and which I feel a pleasure in| sailing master Webster, who with all under 
doing, as the conduct of all was such as to!their command performed the duty assigned 
merit my entire approbation. to them to admiration. 

In the general distribution of the forces; ‘To lieut, Frazier commanding the three 
employed in the defence of Baltimore, with: ‘gun battery at the Lazaretto, great praise is 
the concurrence of the commanding general, ‘due for the constant and animated fire with 
J stationed lieut. Gamble, first of the Guer- which he at times assailed the enemy during 
riere, with about 100 seamen, in command of|the whole bombardment, although plac ed in 
a seven gun battery, on the line between the'a very exposed situation to roc kets and shells. 
roads leadi ng from Philadel phiaand Sparrow’s! Great praise is justlv due lieut. Rutter for 
point. his prompt execution of my orders, as well as 

Sailing master De La Rouch of the Erie,|the zeal and coolness with which he perform 
and midshipman Field of the G uerriere, with/ed all the duties of his station, allhough con- 
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tinually exposed for near 24 hours to the ene- 
my’s rockets and shells. 

‘Similar praise is due to the officers and men, 
in the several barges of the flotilla which were 
immediately under his command, who with- 
out regard to the enemy’s rockets and shells 
maintained their position with firmness in the 
passage between fort M’Henry and the Laza- 
retto. 

Sailing master Rodman, stationed in the 
water battery of fort M’Henry with 60 seamen 
of the flotilla, did his duty in amanner worthy 
of the service, to which he belongs. 


To master’s mate Stockton, my aid, I am 
greatly indebted for the zeal and prom ptitude, 
with which he conveyed my orders from post 
to post, and wherever I had occasion te com- 
municate, although in some instances he had 
to pass through showers of shells and rockets. 


To Mr. Allen (brother of the late gallant 
capt. Allen of the navy) who acted as my aid, 
and remained near my person, I am much in- 
debted for the essential assistance he render- 
ed in the capacity of secretary, and conveying 
my orders wherever I found the same neces- 
sary. 

It now becomes a duty to notice the services 
of that gallant and meritorious officer, captain 
Spence of the navy, by whose exertions, as- 
sisted by lieut. Rutter with the barges, the 
entrance into the Bason was so obstructed in 
the enemy’s presence and that too in a very 
short time, as to bid defiance to his ships, had 
he attempted to force that passage. Jn fine, 
owing to the emergency’ of the service, al- 
tho’ no definite command could be assign- 
ed capt. Spence, his services were neyerthe- 
less of the first order, and where danger was 
expected there he was to be found anrmating 
with his presence and encouraging by his con- 
duct, all to do their duty—On my leaving 
Baltimore commodore Perry being absent, 
thecommand of the naval forces devolved on 
this excellent officer. 

That justly distinguished officer commo- 
dore Perry, lam sorry to say, was ¥o indis- 
posed and worn out with the fatigue he had 
experienced on the Potomac, and having ar- 
rived at Baltimore but a short time before 
the bombardment commenced, excluded his 
taking an active command; at the moment 
however, when the enemy threatened to at- 
tack our lines, I found he was’ with us, and 
ready to render every assistance in his power 
{In a word, every officer, seaman, and marine, 
belonging as well to the navy‘ as to the flotil- 
Ja, performed his duty in a manner worthy 
of the corps to which he belonged. me 

I feel a delicacy in attempting to express 


an opinion of the conduct of any other corps | 


than those particularly placed under my com- 
mand by the navy department, and the more 


0, as my object is to avoid every cause of be- | 


ing thought presuming. I must in justice, 
however, be permitted to say that the conduct 
of col. Stephen Stoner, commanding the first 
regiment of Maryland militia, which was 
formed in column in my rear, for the defence 
of the lines, and whom I considered attached 
to my command by order of the commanding 
general, conducted in a manner not only to 
give me satisfaction, but the most incontesti- 
ble proof, that that corps would have done its 
duty, had the enemy attempted to force the 
entrenchments in its vicinity. 

Much praise is also dueto major Randall, 
commanding a battalion of Pennsylvania ri- 
flemen, who was also placed under my com- 
mand, and whom J dispatched with my aid, 
Mr. Stockton, to dislodge a party of men in 
the enemy’s boats, which it was supposed in- 


possession of our little three gun battery. Mr. 
Stockton on his return reported to me in 
very high terms the zeal and gallantry dis- 
played by the mator and his corps on the oc- 
easion. Indeed it is but justice to say that I 
have the best reason to believe, that all the 
corps stationed in the entrenchments, so far 
as came under my immediate observation, 
would have performed their respective duties 
ina manner honorable to themselves and to 
\their country. 

| With great respect, I have the honor to be, 
‘sir, your obedient servant, — 


JNO. RODGERS. 
| The hon. Wm. Jones, sec’y. of the navy. 





ROSS AND PARKER. 


'The folfowing notices of the late major general 
Ross, and captain sir Teter Parker are extracted 
from late London papers—we record them to per- 
petuate the remembrance of these men. 

A strange disposition, (arising, perhaps, from that 
refinement that would bury a man’s bad deeds in 
in his grave) has prevailed to excuse the general 

| for the conflagration of the capitol; and rather 

fix it npon the guilty head of the infamous Cock- 
burn. The latter, heaven knows, has enough of 
such sins of his own to answer for, and he should 
be excused of this—for general Ross, in his offi- 
| cial account of the capture of Washington, says— 

“Judging it of consequence to complete the des- 

| truction of the public buildings, with the least 

| possible delay, sothat the army might return with- 
out loss of time, the following buildings were set 
fire to and consumed, the Capitol,” &c. Anda 
| hitule further on he says “ihe object of the expedi- 
| tion having been accomplished”—i.e. the public 
| buildings being durnt or destroyed—he determin- 
ed to withdraw, &c. see vol VII, page 277. Why 
then should the conflagration be charged to Cock- 

burn? Ina homely proverb, exact/y suited to this 
occasion, “give the devil his due.” Joss made 

| the burning a subject of boasting. 

|The man has paid the debt he owed to insulted hu- 

| manity—and Isay, insincerity and truth, peace te 

his ashes. 1 would forgive the actor, but no? 
the action—and on this principle, proposed about 
three months since, that a subscription should. be 
opened, to build up a monument near the spect 
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tended landing near the Lazaretto, to take . 
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were he fell, to be composed of huge cough rocks, 
Poolted together with great clamps of iron, on 
which, in letters of solid drass, should appear «an 
inscription somewhat after the following mauner: 
By tie just dispensation of the Almighty, 
NEAR THIS SPOT WAS SLAIN, 
! September 12, 1814, 
THE LEADER OF A HOST OF BARBARIANS, 
, who 
destroyed the capitol of the United States, at 
Washington, Aug. 24, 1814; 
and devoted 
THE POPULOUS CITY OF BALTIMORE, 
to 
rape, robbery and conflagration. 
Peace to his spirit—but execration to his deeds. 


non-cqmmissioned officers and men upwarde 
of 300. The general had 2 horses shot under 
him in theaction when Soult made his last 


desperate attempt for the relief of Pamplona. 


In the last battle of the Pyrennees, general 

itoss was struck in the stomach; fortunately 

the ball only bruised him without penetrating. 
SIR PETER PARKER. 

Captain sir Peter Parker, Bart. who unfor- 
tunately fell in an heroic conflict up the Chesa- 
peake, in the diversion made to distract the 
attention of the enemy previously te the attack 
on the city of Washington, [!!!] was the last of 
his race of maritime heroes He was the son 


rbhus I would suffer the memory of the man to die, ; of rear-admiral Christopher Parker, who, by 


but give his crime to the latest posterity. 

gpAs a plan of a monument to the memory of 
Ross, somewhat like the preceding, has appeared in 
an eastern paper long since this was first written out, 
it is due to myself to state the fact, lest I might be 
charged with a plagiarism thatI am guiltlessot. [t is 
very possible for two persons to falt upon the same 
ideas, as in this case has happened. 

MAJOR GENERAL ROSS, 

This gallant officer, whose conduct was so 
conspicuous in the late attack upon W ashing- 
ton, was born at Rosstrevor, the estate ef his 
ancestors, where his father, after having dis- 
tinguished himself at the battle of Minden, 
while commanding the grenadiers of the 5th 
regiment, had retired. 





This gentleman inter | last. 


his gallant exploits in the West Indies, was 
made post at the age of 19. and grandson to 
the brave veteran admiral sir Peter Parker, 
who, when a captain, distinguished himself in 
the famous American war, by lying with his 
50 gun ship before a strong fort in the Caro- 
linas, until he and his master were the only 
men remaining alive upon deck. ; 


CAPTURE OF WASHINGTON, 


From the National Intelligencer. 

We have occupied a large portion of this 
day’s p: per with the enemy’s official accounts 
of his enterprize against this city in August 
It has been remarked, and we believe 
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married with the sister of the late earl of|truly that if the official reports of British offi- 
Charlemont, gf which marriage general Ross cers for the last thirty years could be collect- 
is a younger son ed, they would exceed, in falsehood, the fables 
General Ross served at the Helder, where of Munchausen ana Gulliver. We must con, 
he was wounded; he served also in Egypt, fess we never had any confidence in the cor- 
and at the unfortunate expedition go Walche-|rectness of their statements, particularly 
ren. Atthe battle of Maida, by a prompt those respecting their conflicts in Europe 
maneeuvre, which displayed the brightest evi-; during the late war—and their reports of the 
dence of military genius and heroism—he in-| Various actions which have occurred since hos- 
terposed the 20th regiment, which he com-jtilities commenced with us, must have remov- 
manded between the British and the enemy, jed from the mind of every man eny doubt of 
effectually defeated the French cavalry intheir|their systematic duplicity. But the papers 
attempt of turning the flank of our army,|/now published stand pre-eminent for their 
and thus secured a brilliant victory to sir J.|disregard of truth. That particularly which 
Stuart. On this occasion, in addition to the; relates to the capture of this city, as it refers 
honorable testimony contained in sir J. Stu-|to facts of which we havea better knowledge, 
art’s despatches, the officers of the 20th regi-| strikes us more forcibly with its false asser- 
ment marked their sentiments of esteem anditions. Those who had the misfortune to wit- 
affection for him, by presenting him with a | ness the scene at Bladensburg on the 24th 
most beautiful sword. The high state of dis-,of August, will scarcely be able to recognize a 
cipline of the 20th regiment, under the com. | single fact truly stated by the enemy. The 
mand of colonel Ross, induced sir J. Moore; story about capturing 200 pieces of cannon a 
to select it as one of the regiments to which | the navy yard, is perfectly ridiculous—such 
he confided the arduous duty of covering the)? number of pieces, it is true, lay on the 
retreat of hisarmyto Corunna. His majesty} ground in the yard—and any casual visitor 
was pleased to reward colonel Ross by the dis-| who has looked at them might, with the same 
tinguished honor of nominating him one of propriety, talk of having captured them. 
his aids de-camp ; andupon his late promotion, From the Alexandria Herald. 
to the rank of major-genera], he was so for-| The official account of gen. Rossis now be- 
tunate as to have in his brigade, his old compa-|fore the public, and in introducing it to our 
nions, the 20th regiment. ‘This regiment,| readers we shall notice but a few particulars, 








during the series of battles of the Pyrennees,| as we find it to he as correct in detail as was 
‘hod 20 officers killed and wounded, and of'expected, except in the exageeration of the 
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mumbers opposed to him. ~It appears that a the forces ; 47 sail of ships of the line, frigates, 
demonstration upon Washington was not In- bombs, sloops of war, tenders and transports, 


tended till the 22d, and that the march to Up-|having on board, an army as they said 9000 


per Marlborough was to co-operate with Cock-| veteran troops, the crews of the ships, &c 8000 
burn in the destruction of the flotilla under more, a total of 17,000 men, to co-operate 
Barney, at Pig Point, only about two miles against 14 open row boats, (not gun boats) and 
distant. While there, however, the general) one tender ; having crews amounting in the 
“ascertained our force was such as might au-|whole to 503 men, 400 of which had left the 
thorise an attempt upon our capital,” and he|barges the day previous, leaving 103 men to 
accordingly was determined to'make it, Jor defend it against all the forces combined, with 
which purpose the troops were put in motion) admirals, generals, &c attheirhead. The gene- 
on the ‘evening of the 22d. And it will no ral then goes on to state that on the 23d, he was 
doubt occur to the reader what connexion this} opposed by 2 corps of 1200 men—now the fact 
might not have had with the “fortunate resi-|is these 1200 men were no other than two com- 
dence of the agent for British prisoners at panies of rifiemen and infantry, with light ar- 
Bladensburg.” But what most astonishes us, ‘iliery, 200 strong, under maj. Peter, from the 
is the unblushing manner in which he an-| District; a skirmish ensued, one man was 
nounces the destruction of the public build-| slightly wounded, T.en the general comes on 
ings including the “president’s palace,” and to Bladensburg, where he found tie enemy 
proves that what we were willing heretofore “strongly posted on commanding heightsand a 
to ascribe to the ferocious character of Cock-|fortitied house, &c. which house was shortly 
burn was his own deliberate act, and that he! carried.” Now the fact is, the house was not 
justly merited the subsequent fate that awaited! occupied by the Americans, of course easily 
him at Baltimore, which is a striking example| carried. The general then goes on to state 
of the singular chastisement inflicted by Di-| how his troops advanced, and by the irresisti- 
vine Vengeance upon the principal perpetrator|ble attack of the bayonet, the enemy got into 
of an act that must be viewed by all nations confusion and fled. It would have been more to 
with abhorrence, who cultivate civilization) the honor of the general, if he had told that 
or the improvement of the arts and sciences,| his men never had it in their power to use the 
and destroys that character of a soldier which bayonet but once, and then declined it; for 
the energy of his enterprize would otherwise after every attempt was made by his men to ad- 
have entitled him to, as an honor to his pro-| vance onthe main road and were driven by the 
fessicn. ‘artillery under mycommand intothe field, they 
§3-The account of their loss is thus headed, ; were rallied and again led on by col. Thornton, 
“a list of the killed, wounded and missing.” who advanced to within 50 yards of our position, 
In the es'imate however over which this is; where he was met by the marines under capts. 
placed, there appear but ¢wzo descriptions of| Miller and Sevier, with the flotilla men. Col. 
loss, to wit, killed and wounded—now what;Thornton tell dangerously wounded, capt. 
has become of the missing 2—Were there; Hamilton and It. Codd were killed, lt. Stevely 
none, or was the number so great that they of the ‘King’s Own” also severely wounded. 
feared to let it be known ? It is well known —The veterans of the 86th and 4th or “King’s 
their greatest loss was in deserters. Own” gave way—So far from using the bay- 
BRITISH OFFICIAL ACCOUNT SET RIGHT. onet they fled before our men, who pursued 
To the editors of the National Intelligencer. them, the sailors crying out 10 ‘board’ them, 
General Ross in his official despatch says,/nor did the enemy rally until they got into a 
that after having landed the army at Benecict,| ravine covered with woods, leaving their-offi- 
they moved up to Nottingham, and on the 22d/cers in our power. Then our men returned to 
August, to Upper Marlborough, a few miles|their station; gen. Ross in person was obliged 
distant from Pig Point, where admiral Cock |to take command, but dared not lead them on 
burn fellin with and defeated the flotilla, tak-\in front, but pushed out on ourfiank; ourammu- 
tng and destroying the whole, Now the fact is| nition being expended we were necessitated to 
they neither took nor destroyed the flotilla, for| retire. The general saystheartillery which was 
on the 21st the flotilla was abandoned by the ‘under com. Barney, ‘ten pieces’, were taken. 
crews to join the army, leaving only six or, The fact is, I never had but five pieces. But 
eight men in every barge, to destroy them on such arethe accounts given by Britsh comman- 
the appearanceof the enemy’s army, and forces|ders. I'he general then goes on to state their 
from the fleet ; which was done by the officers|loss. which appears small, yet to my know- 
and men left by me, and not by admiral Cock-|ledye the 85th regiment lost ten officers killed 
burn. So much for this part of the general’s|and wounded, among them colonel Thornton, 
despatch. The general declares he landed the |lieut. col. Wood and major Brown; these facts 
army to co-operate with ad, Cochrane, in the{could not be unknown by the general as the 
operations which were to be made in an attack |above officers fell inte our power, as did be- 
unde: admiral Cockburn upon the flotilla./tween two and three hundéed other officers and 
Let us for a moment make a comparison of] privatesand have been exchanged threugh my 
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Le agency, against the officers and men taken at 
iB | Bladensburg, and all those taken and paroled 
ie after being wounded, at Baltimore. Notwith- 

ae standing all these facts, colonel Brook says 

j he carried off two hundred of the most re- 

spectable inhabiants of that city as prisoners 

—yet after this general exchange the enemy 

feil in debt to us in point of numbers upwards 

of one hundred men, besides having two hun- 
dred men buried on the field. Such was the 
real state of these boasted transactions, for the 
truth of which I refer to colonel ‘fhornton, 
lieutenant colonel Wood, major Brown and 


lieutenant Stevely. 
JOSHUA BARNEY. 
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CAPTURE OF ALEXANDRIA. 
Alexandria, December 15. Captain Gor- 
don appears to have magnified the importance 
| of his enterprize up this river, throughout his 
letter, but as it forms perhaps the basis on 
which he expects to gain promotion for his 
officers and himself, we can the more readily 
excuse this exaggeration. He refers to the 
orders brought him by captain Baker of the 
Fairy, and the confirmation by that officer, of| 
the news that measures were in preparation! 
to prevent his return, as the inducement for 
his leaving Alexandria, “‘wiihout destroying 
the remaining stores he could not take away.” 
The fact was, Gordon had resolved upon leav-| 
ing town before the arrival of the Fairy—had_| 
cewsed taking any more of the “stores,” and 
ea ‘dropped down below the town with a part of: 
F +e his vessels, and which movement is to be en- 
i 














tirely ascribed to the appearance of commo- 
dore Porter at this place on the morning pre-| 
eeding the arrival of captain Baker, and is 
perhaps the true reason why such “sengular 
exertions,” were so “cheerfully” performed in 
facilitating measures for their speedy depar- 
ture, as the intrepid lieutenant Herbert on 
this “trying” occasion took a cold bath by 
plunging into the river without looking for 
his boat to carry him off, so great was his} 
trepidation at the annunciation, and so prompt 
in bringing his “‘abilities” into “action.” With 
rezard to the dexterity in securing their plun- 
der which is so much boasted of, we have but 
one observation to make, that this is no un- 
common qualification in robbers, which is all 
their professional “character” can boast ef 
while before this place, and which in justice 
to some of the officers we state, was eonsider- 
ed by them in an abhorrent light, and utterly 
at variance with their private feelings. But 
what deserves to be particularly noticed, is the 
declaration of Gordon, that he had to retire 
without destroying the stores, &c. as he had in- 
tended, as it goes to shew the profligacy of; 
his character and the little reliance that was) 
to be placed upon his declaration, as it was 
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determined to enforce, by a gentleman who 
was with the mayor, “whether the commodore 
intended to require the delivery of any more 
of the merchandize than he could take away.” 
They were answered that it would not be re- 
quired, which explanation was afterwards re- 
cognized by captain G. Our readers have here 
a responsible statement of council of the 
pledge given to the town by the said Gordon, 
and his declared declaration that it was his 
intention to have violated it, but was prevent- 
ed by the information from below, which 
would not permit him to use or abuse his time 
compatible with the safety of his squadron. 
It would further seem from this letter, that 
captain Kenan, of the bomb-ship, had not 
been killed, as stated in our West India ex- 
tracts published some time since. We ac- 
count for it in this way, that Kenah must 
have been amongst the wounded, who are 
not particularized, and that his death must 
have taken place subsequent to the writing of 
this letter which is dated on the 9th, four 
days since the action. The information of 
his death we deem satisfactory, as it was car- 
ried into Bermuéa by 'the arrival of the rear 
admiral’s squadron.——— Herald. 

From the Alexandria Gazette. Captain 
Gordon's official account of the capture of 
Alexandria, will be found in this morning’s 
paper. It discloses a fact highly derogatory 
to his character as a man of honor and vera- 
city, viz:—That it was his intention, notwith- 
standing his positive assurances to the con- 
trary, to have destroyed all the flour and 
other stores, which he had not the means of 
carrying away. 

Amongst other articles, we findin the Lop- 
don Gazette of the Ist of October, a series of 
communications from admiral Cockburn 
giving a chronological account of his depreda- 
tions in the Chesapeake. He boasts of hay- 
ing penetrated with a small band of choice 
spirits as far as Marlborough, within 18 miles 
of Washington, where he carried off 2 
schooner laden with tobacco, and burnt the 
warehouses, containing two thousand five hun- 
dred hogsheads. At Nominy, |e says, he took 
off two schooners and a large quantity of to- 
baceo, dry goods and cattle, and destroyed or 
brought off every thing in the neighborhood. 
it was in this predatory incursion, that the 
dwelling houses of Mrs Thompson and seve- 
ral other widow ladies were burnt to the 
ground! 
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ATTACK UPON BALTIMORE. 
His majesty’s ship Severn, in the Patapsco, 15th Sept. 1814. 
Sin—In furtherance of the instructions | 
had the honor to receive from you on the 
1ith inst. I landed at day light of the 12th 
with major generai Koss and the force under 





me | : : 
iL narticularly enquired of the heutenant (dub- 
i | bed the honorable) who bore the terms he was 


his command, at a place the general and my- 
self had previously fixed upon, near to North 
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Point, at the entrance of the Patapsco, and 
in conformity with his wishes, I determined 
on remaining on shore, and accompanying 
the army to render him every assistance within 
my power during the contemplated movements 
and operations; therefore so soon as our land- 
ing was completed, I directed captain Nourse, 

“this ship, to advance up the Patapsco with 
the frigates, sloops, and bomb-ships, to bom- 
bard the fort, and threaten the water approach 
to Baltimore, and I moved on with the army 
and seamen (under captain Edward Crofton) 
attached to it, on the direct road leading to 
the above mentioned town, 

We had advanced about five miles (without 
other occurrence than taking prisoners a few 
light horsemen) when the general and myself, 
being with the advanced guards, observed a 
division of the enemy posted at 4 turning of 
the road, extending into a wood on our left; 
a sharp fire was almost immediately opened 
upon us from it, and as quickly returned with 
considerable effect by our advanced guard, 
which pressing steadily forward, soon obliged 
the enemy to run off with the utmost precipi- 
tation, leaving behind him several men killed 
and wounded; but it is with the most heartfelt 
sorrow I have to add, that in this short and 
desultory skirmish, my gallant and highly 
valued friend, the major-g zeneral, received a 
musket ball through his arm into his breast, 

which proved fatal to him on his way to the 
waier-side for ré-émbarkation. 

Our country, sir, has lost in him one of its 
best and bravest soldiers, and those who knew 
him, as [ did, a friend most honored and 
beloved; and [ trust, sir, that 1 may be for- 
given for considering it a sacred duty 1 owe 
to him to mention here, that whilst his wounds 
were binding up, and we were placing him on 
the béarer, “which was to carry him off the 
field, he assured me the wounds he had re- 
ceived in the performance of his duty to his 
country caused him not a pang; but he felt 
alone, anxiety for a wife and tamily dearer 
to him than his life, whom, in the event of 
we fatal termination he foresaw, he recom- 

nended to the protection and notice of his 
Hap a government, and the country. 

Colonel Brook, on whom the command of }i 
the army now devolved, having come up, and 
the body of our troops having closed with the 
advance, the whole proceeded forward about 
two miles further, where we observed the ene- 
my in force drawn up before us (apparently 
about six or seven thousand strong) ; on per- 
ceiving oar army, he filed off into : a large and 
extensive wood on his right, from which he 
commenced a cannonade on us from his field 
pieces, and drew up his men behind a thick 
paling, where heappeared determined to make 
his stand Our field guns answered his with 
evident advantage, and so soon as colonel 
Brook had made the necessary dispositions, 
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the attack was ordered, and executed in the 
highest style possible. The enemy opened his 
musketry on us from his whole line; immedi- 
ately we approached within reach of it, and 
kept up his tire till we reached and entered 
the wood, when he gave way in every direction, 
and was chased by us a considerable distance 
with great slaughter, abandoning his _ of 
the meeting house, situated in this wood, and 
leaving all his wounded and two of his ‘field 
guns in our possession. 

An advance of this description against supe- 
rior numbers of an enemy so strongly posted, 
could not be efiected without ioss. 1 have the 
honor to enclose a return of what has been 
suffered by those of the naval department, 
acting with the army on this occasion; and it 
is, sir, with the greatest pride and pleasure, 
I report to you that the brigade of seamen 
with small arms, commanded by captain Ed- 
ward Crofton, assisted by captains Sullivan, 
Money and Ramsey (the three senior com- 
manders with the fleet), who commanded di- 
visions under him, behaved with a gallantry 
and steadiness which would have done honor 


ito the oldest troops, and which attracted the 


admiration of the army. The seamen under 
Mr. Jackson, master’s mate of the T’onnant, 
attached to the rocket brigade, commanded 
by the first lieut. Lawrence, of the marines, 
behaved also with equal skill and bravery. 
The marines landed from the ships under the 
cominand of captain Kobyns, the sénior of- 
ficer of that corps, belonging to the fleet, be 
haved with their usual gallantry. 

Although, sir, in making to you my report of 
his action. I know it is right 1 should confine 

myself to mentioning only t he conduct of those 
belonging to the naval department, . yet 1 i: 
be excused for venturing further to state md 
you generally the high admiration with which 
| viewed the conduct of the whole army, a“ 
the ability and gallantry with which it w 
managed and leaded by its brave palanil: 
which insured to it the success it met with. 

The night being fast approaching and the 
troops much fatigued, colonel Brook deter- 
mined on remaining for the night on the field 
of battle, and on the morning vf the 15th. leay- 
ing a small guard at the meeting house to 
collect and protect the wounded, we again 
moved forward towards Baltimore, on ap- 
proaching which it was found to be defended 
by extremely strong works on every sice, and 
immediately i in front of us by an extensive 
hill, on which was an entrenched camp, and 
great quantities of artillery, and the informa- 
tion we collected, added to what we observ red, 
gave us to believe there were at least within 
their works from 15 to 20,000 men. Col. 
Brook lost no time in reconnoitring these de- 
fences, after which he made his arrangement 
for storming, during the ensuing night, with 
his gallant little army, the entrenched camp 
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in our front, notwithstanding all the difficul-;and when the storming of the fertified hilt 
ties whieh it presenied. The subsequent. was contemplated, he hastened to my assis- 
communications which we opened with you, | tance, with a reinfercement of seamen and 
however, induced him to relinquish again the| marines; and I should consider myself want- 
idea, and therefore yesterday morning the ar) ing in candor and justice did E not particular- 
my retired leisurely to the meeting house,'ly point out, sir. to you, the high opinion l en- 
where it halted for some hours to make the ne- tertain of the enterprise and ability of this va- 
cessary arrangements respecting the wounded | luable officer,not only for bis conduct on this 
and the prisoners taken on the 12th, which|oceasion, but on the very many others, on 
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being completed, it made a further short|/ which I have employed him, since with me 


movement in the evening towards the place 
where it had disembarked, and where it arri- 
ved this morving for re-embarkation, without 
suffering the slightest molestation from the 
enemy, wiio, in spite of his superiority of num- 
bers, did not even venture to look at us during 
this slow and deliberate retieat. 

As vou, sir, were in person with the advanc- 
ed frigates, sloops, and bomb vessels, and 
as, froin the voad the army took, I did not 
see (hem afier quilting the beach, it would be) 
superfiuous for me to make any report to you 
respecting them. I >ave now, therefore, only 
to assure you of my entire satisfaction and 
approbation of the conduct of every offiver 
and man emploved under me, during the ope- 
rations above detailed, and te express to you 
how particularly | consider myself indebted 
to captain i.dward Crofion (acting captain of 
the Royal Oak.) forthe gallantry. ability, and 
zeal with which he led on the brigade of sea- 
men in the action of the 12th, and executed 
all the other services with which he has been 











intrusted since our landing; to capt. White 


(acting captain of the Albion) who attenced) ;.. 


. . ! 
me as my aid-de-camp the whole time, and) 
rendered me every possibleassistance; to cap- 


you on former occasions, and who in the bat. 
tle of the 12th commanded a division of sea- 


men, and behaved most gallantly, oceasionally| 
‘of the killed, wounded and missing, in the 
\demons'rationon Baltimore. between the 12th 


: ‘and 14th inst. 
ring the engagement, I ulso beg to recommend! 


to voar favorable notice and consideration, as| 
well as lieut. G. C. Urmston, of the Albion. | 


also acting us an extra aid-de camp to myself; 
capt. Robyns,who commanded the marines of 
the fleet, and who was severely wounded du- 


whom I placed in command of the smaller 
boats. to endeavor to keep up a communica. 
tion between the army and navy, which he ef- 


fected with great perseverance, and thereby'| 
| thearmyon shore under maj gen. Ross on 


rendered us most essentia! service. In short, 


sir, every individual seemed animated with) 


equal anxiety to distinguish himseif by good 
eonduet on this occasion, and I trust there- 
fore the whole will be deemed worthy of your 
approbation. 

Capt. Nourse, of the Severn, was good 
enough to receive my flag for this service, he 
rendered me great assistance In getting the 
ships to the different stations within the river, 


} 
tains Sullivan, Money, and amsay, who com: 
manded divisions of the brigade of seamen;| 
to iieut James Scott of the Albion, whom I) 


. { 
ave had such frequent cause to mention to * é, 
pect d /22se.men 15 marines. 


in the Chesapeake 
Ihave the honor to be, Ke. 
| G COCKBURN Rear Adm. 
Vice adm the hon. sir 4 Cochrane, 
K B commander in chief, &c. 


On board H. M. S. Tonnant, Sept. 15, 1814. 
Dear Sir_ I beg leave to ve allowed, te 


state to you, how much I f-el indebted to 
capt. Crofton. commanding the brigade of 
seilors from H M. ships under your command, 
as also to capts. Sullivan. Money and Ram- 
say. for their very great exertions in perform- 
ing every formation made by his majesty’s 
troops; having seen myself those officers, ex- 
pose themselves in the hottest of the enemy’s 
fire, to keep their men inline of march with 
the disciplined troops. The oledient and 
steady conduct of the sailors, believe me, sir, 
excited the admiration of every individual of 
the army, as well as my greatest gratitude. 
Believe me to be, dear sir, 

(Signed) AKTHUR BrOOK, col. com. 
Vice adm the hon sir A. Cochrane, 

K B commander in chief. &c. 


illed and wounded belonging to the navy dis- 
embarked with the army under maj. gen. 
Ross, Sept 12, 1814 
Total killed—1 petty officer, 5 seamen, 5 
marines. 
‘Total wounded—] officer, 6 petty officers, 


G COCKBUKN, Rear Adm. 


Tonnant, in the Chesapeake, Sept. 2. 
Sirn—I transmit to yeu herewith, returns 


(Signed) 


I have the honor to he, &c. 
A. COC: RANE, 
Vice adm. and com. in chief. 


J W Croker, Esq. 


| Killed wounded and missing of the naval 


{ 


| brigade commanded by capt Ed Crofton 


of H M.S Royal Oak. and serving with 


the \2th Sept. 1814. 

_ Total ki!led, wounded and missing, 6killed; 

352 wounded; 1 missing. 

Killed and wounded of the marine brigade 
commanded by capt Robyns. royal mar-nes, 
of H. M S$ Tonnant, and serving in the 
army under major general Ross, \2th Sept. 
1814. 





Total—1 killed; 16 wounded. 
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RESIGNATiON OF MR S!ONE. = bade me voluntarily to place in their hands so 
Legislature of North Carolina, Dec. 2. \tmportant a trust as that of appointing @ 
A inessage was rece:ved from the zoverno! senaior- How this excitement haa been p}0- 

inclosing the following resignation of the hon duced | neither knew nor enquires ; Kor did 
David Stone, one of our senators in conzress {I care further than this. that it wes much 
Hope, near Windsor, 21st Nov. 1814 mor’ ification to me thai t!-e legislative coun- 
Dear sir -l ask as a favor of your ex:et-|cil of the state shonid beso greatly agita:ed 
lency to ve the medium of communicating to, by so senseless a clemor 
the general assembly of North Carolins,now) Much against my wish I attended the last 
in session, this,as my resignation of the 'rust/session of congress. W ! ei tie embargo was 
conferred upon tae by the legislature of 1: 12,)again recommence’ by the president and pas- 
to represent the state in the senate of the U |sed again by a large majority of the house of 
nited States. reoresent«tives, |.as a menter of the senate, 
Circumstances have occurred since my 2p |vot-d for it not because my opinict. of the 
pointment, that, in my judgment, render ita|subject wos in the least altered, but because 
duty I owe to the state, (whose agent, to the |the suffering it must occasion woulc ina short 
best of my ability, I ave faithfully been) as time ‘ hoped, recal the soher sense of the 
wellas a duty to myself, to say on titis «cca jnation. and we skould finally get rid of that 
sion, that to all those members of the le,-isla- | self destroying engine. 
ture who thought proper, at the time of my! ‘he senate of the United States being the 
appointment, to -onsult me in relation to my \court established by the constitution for try- 
disposition to serve the state, if selected for ing all cases of impeachment for bribery and 
the purpose, L uniformly answered,that, should corruption, and ot’ er high crimes and misde- 
I be honored by their choice, which I by n@ meanors, that may be exhibited against the 
means wished, I would serve for a session or president, the vice-president, or any ct the 
two.; but that the obligation of providing for civil officers of government, cannot as it seems 
my fam:ly and my domestic concerns, would to me, with propriety institute enquiries into 
not permit me to promise for alonger term. |the conduct of those officers. ‘The court which 
It is true, I hoped to be able to attend till is to try must certainly be excused from the 
{ could have seen the return of peace to my' management of the prosecution and the col- 
country. Buta shortattendance at the summer jection of evidence to support it. If, there- 
session of 1813, convinced me this was a vain fore, the senate are at any time convinced 
hope. It was not possible for me to think, that the public money is wasted by the pub- 
that, to wage the war in which we were en- lic agents, it would, I apprehend, be difficult 
gaged by embargo, by militia tours of duty to point out a method more comformable to 
for distant expeditions, by short enlistments the principles of our constitution. by which 
of regular troops, by a profuse and, as I veri- that body can effect a correction of such im- 
ly believed unnecessary expenditure of the proper disposal of the pullic money, than by 
public money and by sending our most dis- refusing to vote supplies until the constitution- 
tinguished citizens to traverse Kurope as soli-al organ for the purpose shall make enquiry 
citors for peace, could lead to a speedy or ho- wiere the fault rests, and take measures for 
norable termination of the war. its correction. ‘Ihis refusal to sanction the 
Indeed so very strange did these things ap- supplies of the senate, imposes upon the house 
pear to me, as war measures, that tomy judg- of representatives to whom the constitution 
ment it seemed, if the enemy had directed our |commits the important trust of enquiring into 
course, he could not well have selected one and correcting abuses, the necessity of per- 
that wonld with more certainty, and scarcely forming their duty in that respect. 
with more expedition, conduct us to division It was upon this ground alone that I voted 
among ourselves—to bankruptcy and, as I against the tax bills in the summer session of 
feared, to ruin ! Not be'ng able, therefore,'o 1813. I was fully satisfied by information re- 
approve nor to withstand the torrent by which ceived from the highesi authority, that a most 
we were urged forward, I determined neither unnecessary and prodigal waste of public mo- 
to incur responsibility for measures adopted ney existed in the expenditures of the war de- 
against my judgment, nor longer to engage partment ; and was either sanctioned or not 
myvelf in the disagreeable task of opposing corrected by those whose duty it was to cor- 
those legislative provisions by a majorityirect it I voted, therefore, for the loan bill 
thought necessary for carrving onan arduous to supply the present exigencies of the govern- 
war, but to retire to private life, and wait!ment, but against the tax bills which it was 
with resignation for a more auspicious season, contemplated should not come into operation 
when the delirium of the moment should have'for six months, with the hope, if succesful 
passed away On my arrival at Raleigh, du-|in my opposition, that the abuse would in the 
ring the last session of the legislature, with|mean time be enquired into and corrected — 
intentions to resign, I found a degree of ex |The determination of the senate wes against 
eitement prevailing in that body which for-|\me, the tax bills passed. But in little mere 
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than twelve months after, we became bank-| 4 treaty of peace and friendship between the 
rupt; thatis, the war department has been for United States of America and the tribes of 
a considerable time without a dollar subjectto; ¢ndzans called the Wyandots, Delawares, 
its disposa] ; and at a time too when the pub-| Shawanoese, Senecas and Diiamies. 
lic functionaries declare the resources of the sas i catiaiel ; 
country to be ample. [See the report of the e said United States of America by 
late secretary of the treasury to the present | William Henry Harrison, late a maj. general 
session of congress—the letter of the present “hin army of the United States, and Lewis 
secretary to the chairman of the committee o; |Cass, governor of the Michigan Territor 
ways wee means, dated 17th October, 1814, duly éutheriéed and avidlnkied comsabetiohers 
and the speeches of the latter gentleman.|— jforthe purpose, and the said tribes, by their 
This result re not Sieg Ey! that my ye rend nae a eye goangahie “ 
conviction of the waste of public money was|UTeenviile in the state o 10, have agree 
ill founded. nor that the necessity did not ex-/|to the tollowing articles, which, when ratified 
ist to enquire intoand correct the abuse. An/by ee of i United meh by and 
individual who borrows money upon a mort-|With the advice and consent of the senate 
gage of his estate if he lays out the money | thereof, shall be binding upon them and the 
judiciously in improvements, will thereby en-|sa1d tribes. 
rd gees nye ot pera hd « sac pe ArticLe I. The United States and the 
5 aS Cand 4 fa : HR atid on pe ; | W yandots, Delawares, Shawanoese and Sene- 
rc eae ; 4s cis erarnPhapyy=s aye eb cas, give peace to the Miamie nation of indi- 
ab aneiraetie ind fier 1s ats a 4 fs: “ ‘jans, formerly designated as the Miamie Eel 
Sat bt : pra f ae ee “aps th r vat fe iriver and Weea tribes; they extend this indul- 
yt ern e +] hig eit Ry _ ‘3 : ae | ence also to the bands of the Putawatimies, 

Phe Yeas Pye et near my oy 8 sap ‘|which adhere to the grand sachem Tobinipee, 
init a4 _ “th alate deh waaces sca age to the chief Onoxa, to the Ottowas of 
1 vigeety hse ald ae ‘ar 1 4 Think: Hg vaghrss | Blanchard’s creek, who have attached them- 
ar : ag as a 46 "| sty ys. Re ‘hae b © 'selves to the Shawanoese tribe, and to such of 
ity ety ¢ Ha be ¢ ier wees! e 4 ‘4 re- the said tribes as adhere to the chief calledthe 
rag ae cA ' ri aa 'B Se Walatever Wing, in the neighborhood of Detroit, and to 
230 pg taggin sie ne eas AAs act Bi ass os Ithe Kickapoos, under the direction of the 
and views diifer so radically from those of the} .;: ; . ; : : 

” i .-~ |¢hiefs who sign this treaty. 

persons who conduct the affairs of the nation, 
and who appear to be strongly supported by| Articte ll. The tribes and bands above- 
the public sentiment of the nation, and as ] inentioned, engage to give their aid to the 
am conscious i possess a very fallible judg-| United States in prosecuting the War against 
ment, but which, such as it is, must be my| Great Britain, and such of the indian tribes as 

uide in the performance of my public duty,!still continue hostile; and to make no peace 
Entirely independent of and uncontroled by; with either without the consent of the United 

arty, I therefore conclude it is best forpmeto States. ‘The assistance herein stipulated for. 
withdraw from the scene. is to consist of such a number of their war- 

Ihave the honor to be, with the highest riors from each tribe, as the president of the 

consideration and esteem, your humble ser-, United States, or any officer having his autho- 
vant, DAVID STON#. [rity therefor, may require. 


His excellency gov. Hawkiis. 
| ae | Articite HII. The Wyandot tribe, and 
TREATY WITH THE N. W. INDIANS, the Senecas of Sandusky and Stoney creek, 


the Delaware and Shawanoese tribes, who 
BY T PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES) Pe , RA 
wie xy, have preserved their fidelity to the United 


| OF AMERICA. bas ‘ol horned 
A Proclamation.—W hereas, a treaty be-| 2's throughout the war, again acknow- 
tween the United States of America and the | Ccee themselves under the protection of the 


, said states, and ther power whatever; 

Wvandot, Delaware, Shawanoese, Seneca, o's Soinety " ve ae Stntea m the 
“ . = . . . . i ¢ Cc LO < < Oe ) 

and Miamie nations of indians, was conclud-| = ace per : 

‘manner stipulated for in the former article, 


ed and signed on the twenty-second day of , 
' : and to make no peace but with the consent of 


July, in the vear of our Lord one thousand | ; 
the said states. 


eight hundved and fourteen, by the commis | 











sioners of both nations, fully and respective-} ArticLe IV. In the event of a faithful per- 
ly authorised for that purpose, and was duly! formance of the conditions of this treaty, the 
ratified and confirmed by the president of the | U. States will confirm and establish all the 
United States on the thirteenth day of De-| boundaries between their lands and those of 
cember, in the year of our Lord, 1814, with|the Wyandots, Delaware, Shawanoese and 
the advice and consent of the senate, which!Miamies, as they existed previously to th 
treaty is in the following words to wit: lcommencement of the war. : 
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in TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the said commis- 

 gioners and the said head-men, chiets and 
warriors of the before mentioned tribes 
of indians have hereunte set their hands 
and affixed their seals. 

Doné at Greenville, in the state of Ohio, 
this twenty second day of July, in the 
year of our Lord, one thousand eight 
hundred and fourteen, and of the in- 
dependence of the United States, the 
thirty-ninth. 

WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON. 
LEWIs CASS. 

In presence of 
James Dill, secretary to the commissioners, 
John Johnston, indian agent, 
B. Fk. Stickney, indian agent, 
James J. Nisbit, associate judge of the court of 

common pleas, Preble county, 
Thomas G. Gibson. 

SWORN INTERPRETERS. 

Antoine Boindi, sworn interpreter, 
Wm. Walker, sworn interpreter, 
William Conner, sworn interpreter, 
J. B Chandonnai, sworn interpreter, 
Stephen Keeddeed, sworn interpreter, 
James Pettier. sworn interpreter, 
Joseph Bertrane, sworn interpreter, 
Thos. Ramsey, capt. Ist rifle regt, 
John Conner, 
John Biddle, col. Ist regt. Ohio militia. 

[Signed by a great number of chiefs and 
warriors, viz. 14 Shawanoese, 5 Ottomas, 13 
Senecas, 16 Delewares, 13 Wyandotts, 28 
Miamies, 18 Potawattamies.] 

Now, therefore, to the end that the said 
treaty be observed and performed with good 
faith on the part of the United States, I have 
caused the premises to be made public, and I 
do hereby enjoin and require ail persons bear- 
ing office, civil or military, within the United 
States, and all others, citizens or inhabitants 
thereof, or being within the same, faithfully 
to observe and fulfil the said treaty, and every 
clause and article thereof. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal 
of the United States to be affixed to 
these presents, and signed the same with 
my hand. 

Done at the city of Washington the 
twenty first day of December, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and fourteen, and of the in- 
dependence of the United States the 
thirty-ninth. 

JAMES MADISON. 

By the president, 

JAMES MONROS., 

PENSACOLA. 
From the National Inteligencer of January 2, 1815. 

We have received from an attentive friend 
who resides on the Mobile, the subjoined ex- 
tract of the journal of Wm. Ellis, a manof ve- 





racity and good character. It isa document, 
at this moment of some importance. It vin- 
dicates most satisfactorily, if vindication in 
this case can beconsidered necessary, the con- 
duct of the American government, or their 
general, in entering Pensacola. 

‘his interesting paper also exhibits in a 
strong light the anti-neutral conduct of the 
Spanish governor of West Florida. We should 
hope, indeed, that Don Gonzales Manrique, 
does not faithfully represent the king whose 
commission he holds; but, whatever be the 
real temper of the Spanish monarchy to- 
wards the United States, it became necessa- 
ry to the safety of our territory and people, 
that some check should be given to the enemy 
whilst finding an asylum, and countenance 
and protection, from pretended friends in 
Pensacola. 

In the simple narrative of Mr. t.llis, we 
find that a force came from Pensacola to 
scour our territory, to make prisoners of un- 
armed citizens.and attack our forts; that they 
returned with their booty and prisoners to 
Pensacola: that the prisoners were kept. as if 
in a hostile country, contrary tothe establish- 
ed principles of the law of nations: that when 
an American force pursued the enemy as far 
as the Perdido, the Spanish governor ap- 
pears to have considered a resistance to them 
as the common concern of the British, the 
indians and himself, and that he made ar- 
rangements for sending a Spanish force to co- 
operate with the indians in resisting the Ame- 
ricans, whilst in fresh pursuit of their avowed 
enemies engaged in the very act of carrying off 
their property and their people. Is this neu- 
trality? Wasthere any chance of security to 
the adjacent settlements of American citizens, 
if such infamous partiality, not to say hostili- 
ty, had been viewed with awful reverence by 
the American genera]? 


How could he plead a regard to neutral 
rights? Neutral duties must be observed, if 
neutral rights would be respected. kvery 





man must be satisfied that there was no real 
neutrality on the part of the Spanish gover- 
nor: and the return of gen. Jackson to our own 
territory, after having driven off the indians 
‘and the British, can only be regarded as a so- 
'lemn sacrifice made by the American govern- 
‘ment to that love of peace and _ friendshi 
with other nations, which has always marked 
their character and conduct. 


Extracts from the journal of William Ellis, 
inspector of the revenue at Mobile, who was 
taken prisoner by the British and Indians, 
and carried to Pensacola, a Spanish town 

| in West Florida. 

| [The journal begins with August 28th 1814, 

and states his employment as a custom house 

officer, stationed then at Bonsecour, a river on 

Ithe east side of the bay of Mobile.] 


| 
' 


| 


' 
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September i2th— Visited the landing in the 
forenoon—after dinner, commence fixing some 
fish- hooks, and about half part two, P M. cast- 
ing my eye up, saw two Creek indians paint- 
ed, pointing their guns at me—and in the 
space of a moment, the yard and house were 
crowded with them.—Mrs. La Coast and her 
son (ten years old,) Miss Betsey, her two 
children, and sister, were screaming in the 
rooms. I continued my seat. Several indi- 
ans came up to me, among whom was a chief, 
who gave me his hand. At this moment a 
British officer came up. and ordered me to fol. 
low him. I arose and observed, ‘You area 
British officer, I presume.” ‘\es, said he ‘I 
may consider myself a prisoner to you.’ ‘¥ ou 
may say that,’ he replied, ‘or Icut your head 
off” ‘I shall expect that humanity from you, 
which belongs to your nation.’ ‘its more,’ said 
he, ‘than we receive from your nation a 
d—mned sight.” ‘That’s not the fault of indi- 
viduals.’ 

By this time we had advanced ten poles to- 
wards the river, and the indians had taken all 
the canoes, and about 40 started over to the 
landing on the other side of the river. By 


this time, I suppose, they had been three mi-, 


nutes in the yard, 70 in number, plundering 
every thing they could puttheir hands on. | 
requested the officer to go into the house, and 
protect the women and children; which he 
did immediately, and made the indians give 
back almostevery thing they had taken. But 
as soon as his eye was off them, they took the 
things again, even tothe dirty clouts. By this 
time the indians had returned from their land- 
ing, with all James innerarity’s negroes. Mir. 
Miller, supercargo of a Spanish ship in Pen- 
sacola, Jacobs, a cooper, Henry, a laborer, 
Frank, an overseer, and Aaron, acarter. A 
violent gust came on, and one indian was 
struck in the yard with lightning, and died in 
afew days. Night came on—they put out 
spies and went to sleep. 
Captain Cassals of the royal marines (for 
that was his name and appellation) asked me 
if I knew of any troops being near them—and 
observed my life depended on my telling the 
truth. None, I told him nearer than the point. 
“Did you hear firing there to-day?” None.”— 
An express wassent to the point by an Ame- 


rican called Burdue, who had been in the 2d! 


capt. Cassels told me he had met and compell: 
ed to come back) a negro called Boston, and 
some indians, were sent to Fish river; who ree 
turned in the evening with a drove of cattle, 
a decanter, a pitcher, and some other things. 
‘They then killed a beef. Madam La Coast 
comes and sleeps at the landing with all her 
family. 

Sept. 15.—The express returnsthis evening 
with the news that the marines, 75, and in. 
dians, 130, under the command o captain 
Hienry, had landed at the point, and had fired 
four bombs into the fort—that the colonel’s 
servant had his head carried off by a cannon 
ball, and an indian had his belt cutin two by 
a grape shot; that the colonel was on board 
the ship Armise; that the vessels were within 





a league of the fort.—Very heavy firing this 
day. About an hour after night, we heard a 
great explosion—suppose it to be the fort 


‘blown up. 
| Sept. 16. Sent an express by M‘Gill and 
‘Burdue to the point. 


| 
' 


Sept. 17 A party of indians arrived (24) 
from the pointat]1, A.M. Told us that the 
ships were beat off, and one blown up—that 
the balance of the indians and marines were 
coming on, which proved to be the cese In 
about two hours they arrived, halted, killed 
several beeves, opened two hogsheads of to- 
baeco, and several barrels of flour, refreshed 
themselves, and went on about six miles, put 
out spies,andencamped. The indians refused 
to obey their chief (W oodbine) and would not 
stand sentry. 

September 18.—Arrived at Pancha’s on the 
Perdido, at 3 p. mM. all the marines and scme 
few indians crossed the Perdido bay. 

September i1¥.—Arrived in Pensacola at 
half past 12, and quartered with captain 
Woodbine; towards evening Woodbine takes 
meand old Alexander of Fish river (who had 
been plundered of atl that was dear to him, 
and brought a prisoner to this place.) before 
the colonel, who told me he should make a 
prisoner of war of me. He thought, howe- 
ver, he would look over the cartel arrange- 
ments, and, in the mean time, I and Alexan- 
der must confine ourselves to captain Wood- 
bine’s quarters, and we should be well treat- 
ed. Consequently we did so. 

September 20.—The balance of the indians 


regiment; a half breed called Sebastian, of crossed the Perdido, and got into town. 


Pensacola, and the son of Pancha, who lives 


at Perdido. 
Sept. 15th. Removed to the landing. The in- 


dians indulged themselves in plunder all day 
Sept. 14th—By this time the indians were 


out of beef: although they had killed two of retire. 


La Coast’s the first day. A party consisting 


| September 21—A party of the expedition 
who were left behind to drive cattle, arrived 
‘at 9 a M.and bring news that they had got 
‘over 25 head of bullocks, and that the Ame- 
-ricans came on them and compelled them to 
This occasioned mucli bustle in the 


‘town. The indians are called into captain 





of an American called M‘Gill, who had de- Woodhbine’s, and a great talk takes place be- 
serted trom the2d regiment, about three years! tween him and the head chief. A detachment 
ego, When at fort Stoddert, and who now lives) is sent to the Perdido, where it is said the 
at Pensacola, a mulatto, called London, (whom' Americans are crossing. 
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September 22.—An express arrives this ship,all from the Havanna On the 26th fol- 
morning from the ferry, and brings news that| lowing came too in Fayal Roads, for the pur~ 
a party of Americans had crossed over the| pose of tilling water; called on the American 
Perdido, and taken all the boats from theeast |consul, who very politely ordered our water 
side, and retired to their encampments on the | immediately sent off, it being our intention to 
west. ‘Their number was supposed to be about | proceed to sea early the next day. At5p.m.I 
500. The governor calls and observed that | went on board, the consul and some other gen- 
he wished captain Woodbine to send a party |tlemen in company. I asked some questions 
of indians, consisting of two hundred to the| concerning enemy’s cruizers, and was told 
ferry, and that he would send '50 men with | there had been none at these islands for seve- 
them to impede the crossing of the * meri-| ral weeks; when about dusk, while we were 
cans; that this measure ought to be particu-| conversing, the British brig Carnation sudden- 
larly attended to. Woodbine not being in,|ly hove in sight close uncer the N. }'. head of 
eaptain Henry informed his excellency, that|the harbor. within gun shot when first disco- 
it should be attended to with the earliest at-|vered The isea of getting under way was 
tention. ‘The governor then went over to col.| instantly suggested; but finding the enemy’s 
Nicholl. In theafternoona quantity of blank-| brig had the advantage of a breeze, and but 
ets, linens, &c. are hoisted up into the loft of | little wind with us, it was thought doubtful 
captain Woodbine’s quarters. About 4p m |if we should be able to get to sea without haz- 
65 indians received 3 days rations, and march,|arding an action I questioned the consul to 
it is said, to the ferry on Perdido. know if in his opinion the enemy would re- 

Friday, 23d —tlere the journal ends. For | gard the neutrality of the port? He gave me 
some reason or other, the British officers be | to understand I might make myself perfectly 
came jealous of Mr Ellis, and sent him on/|easy, assuring me at the same time they would 
board one of their vessels, (after searching|never molest us while at anchor. But no 
all his papers, of which the above journal) sooner did the enemy’s brig understand from 
was probably the most material) they put him | the pilot-boat who we were, when she imme- 
on board of one of their vessels in the bay ;}/iately hauled close in and let go her anchor 
and have probably carried him to the West| within pistol shot of us. At the same mo- 
Indies. The journal was handed, I think, by} ment the Plantagenet, and frigate Rota, hove 
captain Woodbine to another American citi-|in sight, to whom the Carnation instantly 
zen, who had been made a prisoner of by the| made signal, and a constant interchange took 
British in Pensacola, but was afterwards li-| place for some time 


berated. The result was, the Carnation proceeded to 


: throw out all her boats; dispatched on board 
GEN. ARMSTRONG PRIVATEER. | the commodore, and appeared otherwise to be 


Although in the Register, vol. VII, pages}making unusual exertions’ From these cir- 
207, 253, 255 and 319, considerable notice | cumstances i began to suspect their real inten- 
has been taken of the defence of the Gene-| tions. The moon was near its full, which 
ral Armstrong privateer. the case is so re jenabled us to observe them very minutely; 
markable that the following documents ,and | now determined to haul in nearer the 
must not be lost, andaretherefore inserted, shore Accordingly, after clearing for action, 

_ Yhe following is captain Reid's account of| we got under way, and began to sweep in.— 

his rencontre with the British at Fayal, and I'he moment this was observed by the enemy’s 

is communicated to the editors of the Mercan-| brig, she instantly cut her cable, made sail, 
tile Advertiser for publication : jand dispatched four boats in pursuit of us— 
Faval, 4th October, 1814. | Being now about 8 P. M. as soon as we saw 

With infinite regret Lam constrained to say the boats approaching, we let go our anchor, 

it has eventually fallen to my lot tostate to you got springs on our cable, and prepared to re- 
the loss and total destruction of the private'ceive them. I hailed them repeatedly as they 
armed brig General Armstrong, late under |drew near, but they felt no inclination to re- 
my command. ply. Sure of their game, they only pulled 
We sailed from Sandy-Hook, on the even-|up with the greater speed. I cbserved the 
ing of the 9th ult. and about midnight fell in boats were well manned, and apparently as 
chase —aboard of a razeeand ship of the line. | well armed ; and as soon as they had cleverly 
They pursued till next day noon, when they! got alongside. we opened our fire, which was 
thought proper to give over chase On thejas soon returned ; but meeting with rather a 
Hlth, after a nine hours’ chase, boarded the | warmer reception than they had probably been 
private armed sch. Perry, John Colman, 6!aware of, they very soon cried out for quarters 
days from Philadelphia, had thrown over allj/and hauled off. In this skirmish I had one 
his guns. On the following day fell in with| man killed and my first lieutenant wounded. 
an enemy’s gun brig; exchanged a few shots| The enemy’s loss must have been upwards of 
with, and left him. On the 24th, boarded a|twenty killed and wounded, 

Spanish brig and schooner, and a Portuguese} They had now repaired to their ships to 
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prepare fora more formidable attack. We,in;ther told me that he jumped overboard io 
in the interim, having taken the hint, prepar-| save his own life. | 
ed to hauiclose into the beach, where we moor- | The duration of this action was about 40 
ed head and stern within haif pistol shot of, minutes. Our decks were now found in much 
the castle. This done, we again prepared in confusion, our Long fom dismounted, and se- 
the best possible manner for their second re- | veral of our carriages broken ; many of our 
ception. About 9 p. mM. we observed the ene- crew having left the vessel, and others disa- 
my’s brig towing in a large fleet of boats— bled. Under these circumstances, however, 
They soon after left the brig and took their wesucceeded in getting Long Tom in his birth, 
station in three divisions, under cover of a and the decks cleared in sort fora fresh ac- 
small reef of rocks; within about musketshot tion, should the enemy attack us again before 
of us. Here they continued maneuvring for;day-light. About 3, a m. I receivéd a mes- 
some time, the brig still keeping under way sage from the American consul, requesting to 
to act with the boats, should we at any time see me on shore, where he informed me the 
attempt our escape. ‘governor had sent a note to captain Lloyd, 
T1e shores were lined with the inhabitants, | begging him to desist from further hostilities. 
waiting the expected attack; and from the|To which captain Lloyd sent for answer, that 
brightness of the moon, they had a most favo-|he was now determined to have the privateer 
rable view of the scene. The governor, with! atthe risk of knocking down the whole town; 
most of the first people of the place, stood by and that if the governor suffered the Ameri- 
and saw the whole affair. cans to injure the privateer in any manner, 


At length, about midnight, we observed the | he should consider the place an enemy’s port, 
boats in motion, (our crew having laid at and treat it accordingly. Finding this to be 
their quarters during the whole of this inter |the case, I considered all hope of saving our 
val.) ‘They came on in one direct line, keep. | vessel to be at an end. I therefore went on 
ing in close order, and we plainly eounted | beard, and ordered all our wounded and dead 
twelve boats. As soon as they came within |*'° be taken on shore, and the crew to save 


proper distance we opened our fire, which their effects as fast as possible. Soon after 
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was warmly returned from the enemy’s car-| 
ronades and small arms. The discharge from 
our Long Tom rather staggered them; but 


soon reconnoitering, they gave three cheers) 


In a moment Shot in her hull, her rigging much cut, and 
‘her fore-top-mast wounded; (of this I was in- 


j 


and came on most spiritedly. 
they succeeded in gaining our bow and star- 
board quarter, and the word was board. Our 
great guns now becoming useless we attacked 
them sword in hand, together with our pikes, 
pistols and musketry, from which our lads 
poured on them a most destructive fire The 
enemy made frequent and repeated attempts 
to gain our decks, but were repulsed at all 
times, and at all points, with the gréatest 
slaughter. About the middle of the action I 
received intelligence of the death of my se- 
cond-lieutenant; and soon after of the third- 
lieutenant being badly wounded. From this, 
and other causes, I found our fire had much 
slackened on the fore castle; and, fearful of 
the event. I instantly raliied the whole of our 
after-division, who had been bravely defend- 
ing and now had succeeded, in beating the 
boats off the quarters. 


after decided the conflict, which terminated 
in the total defeat of the enemy, and the loss 
of many of their boats; two of which belonged 
to the Rota, we took possession of, literally 
loaded with their own dead. Seventeen only 
escaped from them both, who swam to the 
shore. In another boat under our quarter, 
commanded by one of the lieutenants of the 
Plantagenet, all were killed saving four. This 
1 have from the licutenant himself, who fur. 


‘this it became day-light, when the enemy’s 
‘brig stood elose in, and commenced a heavy 
fire on us with all her force. After several 
‘broadsides she hauled off, having received a 





‘formed by the British consul.) She soon af- 


| 
t 


ter came in again, and anchored close to the 
|privateer. I then ordered the Armstrong to be 


‘scuttled, to prevent the enemy from gettin 
her off. She was soon afterwards boarded by 
ithe enemy’s boats and sét on fire, which soon 
completed her destruction. 

| They have destroyed a number of houses 
‘In the town and wounded some of the inha- 
bitants. 


By what I have been able to learn from the 
| British consul and officers of the fleet, it ap- 
pears there were about 400 officers and men 
in the last attack by the boats, of which 120 
were killed and about 150 wounded. Captain 
Lloyd, I am told by the British consul, is 


badly wounded in the leg; a jury of surgeons 





hey gave a shout, | had been held, who gave it as their opinion 
rushed forward, opened a fresh fire, and soon | that amputation would be necessary to insure 
his life. "Tis said, however, that the wound 


‘was occasioned by an ox treading on him. 


The fleet has remained here about a week, 
during which they have been principally em- 
ployed in burying the dead and taking care of 
the wounded. 

Three days after the action they were jo a- 
ed by the ship Thais and brig Calypso (two 





sloops of war) they were immediately taken 


‘into reqnisition by captain Lloyd, to take 





EERILY EAI LI OD ¢ d 


‘the killed and wounded. 
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home the wounded men. The Calypso sailed 


American armed brig General Armstrong, of 


for Kngland with paft of the wounded on the New-York, of twe hundred and forty-six tons; 
2d instant, among whem was the first-lieute- Ame€rican measurement, &c. and on oath de- 
nant of the Plantagenet. The Thais sails this clared as follows, to wit: that he sailedin with 
evening with the remainder. Captain Lloyd’s| said brig from the port of Néw-York, on thé 
fleet sailed to-day, supposed for the West- ninth day of September last, well found, 


Indies: 


staunch and strong, and rnanned with ninety 


The loss on our part, | am happy to say, is officers and then, for a cruize; that nothing 
comparatively trifling; two killed and seven material happened on thé passage to thig 
wounded. With regard to my officers in gene- island; until the 26th itistant, when she cast 
ral, I feel the greatest satisfaction in saying,| anchor in this port soon after twelve at noon, 
they one and all fought with the most detér-| with a view to get a supply ef fresh water} 
mined bravery, and to whom I feel highly | that during the said afternoon his crew weré 


indebted for their officer-like conduct during 
thé short period we were together; their €x- 
ertions.and bravery deserved a better fate. 

I here insert, for your inspection, a list of 


Killed —Mr. Alexander ©. Williams, second-lieu- 
tenant, by a musket ball in the foreliead, died in-' 
stantly; Burton Lloyd, seaman, do. through the 
heart, do. , 

Wounded.—Frederick A. Worth, first-lieutenant, 
in the right side; Robert Johnson, third-licutenant, ; 
left knee; Rizilia Hammond, quarter-master, left 
arm; John Piner, seaman, knee; William Castle, do. 
arm; Nicholas Scalsan; do. arm and leg; ohn Har-| 
rison, do. hand and face, by the explosion of a gun. | 
It gives me much pleasure to announce to: 


you, that our wounded are all in a fair way of 
recovery, through the unremitted care and| 
attention of our worthy surgeon. 

Mr. Dabney, our consul, is a gentleman) 
possessing every feeling of humanity, and to) 


whom the utmost gratitude is due from us for! 
| 


his great care of the sick and wounded, and his | 
polite attention to my officers and myself. | 





romising officer. His country, in him, has| 
Jost one of its brightest ornaments; and his 
déath must be sadly lamented by all who 
knew his worth. 

Accompanied with this you will find a copy 
of my protest, together with copies of letters 
written by Mr. Dabney to the governor of 
Fayal; our minister at Rio Janeiro, and our 
secretary of state. ‘I'hese letters will develope 
more fully the circumstances of this unfortu- 
nate affair. 

We expect to sail to-morrow in a Portu- 
guese brig for Amelia island, who takes the 
whole of our crew; till when, I remain gen- 
tlemen, your very obedient humble servant, 

SAMUEL C. REID. 


EEE 


Protest of captain Reid, of the private armed 
brig General Armstrong. 
_ CONSULATF OF FAYAL.—AZORES: 

By this public instrament of declaration 
arid protest be it known unto all persons whom 
it doth or inay concern, ‘That on this present 
day, being the 27th day of December, 1814, 
before me, John B. Dabney, consul of the 


employed in taking on board water—-when 
about sun-sét of the same day, the British 
brig of war Carnation; captain Bentham; ap 
peared suddenly doubling round the north: 
east point of this port; she was immediately 
followed by the British ship Kota, of 38 ns; 
captain P. Somervillé, and the 74 gun ship 
Plantagenet, captain R. Lloyd; which :atter, it 
is understood, commanded the squadron.— 
They all anchored about 7 o’clock, P. M and 
soon aiter Some suspicious movements on their 
part; indicating aii intention to violate thé 
neutrality of the port, inducéd captain Reid 
to order his brig to be warped in shore, closé 
under the guns of the castle; that in the act of 
doing so, tour boats approached his vessel, 
filled with armed men. Captain Reid repeat: 
edly hailed them, arid warnéd them to keep 
off, which they disrégarding, he ordered his 
men to fire on them, which was done, and 
killed and wounded several men: the boatg 
returned the fire and killed one man and 


Mr. Williams w 5 Aotieact g| Wounded the first-lieutenant. They then fled 
rs US INA Was, BERGE COPseving ANG i ss their ships and prepared for a second and 


more formidable attack; the American brig; 
in the mean time; was placed within hait 
cables length of thé shore, and within half 
pistol shot of the castle. Soon after midnight; 
twelve, or as some state, fourteen boats; sup- 
| posed to contain néar four handred men, with 


small cannon, swivels, blunderbuéses, and 





‘other arms, made a violent attack on said - 


brig, when a severe conflict ensuéd, which 
lasted near forty minutes; and terminated in 
, the total defeat and partial déstruction of the 
boats, with an immense slaughter on the part 
of the British. The loss of the Americans iti 
both actions was one lieutenant and one sea- 
‘man killed, and two lieutenants and five sea- 
men wounded. At day-break, the brig Carna- 
tion was brought close in. and bégan a héavv 
cannonade on the American brig; when cap- 
tain Reid, finding further résistance unavails 
ing, abaridoned the vessel, after partially de- 
istroying her, and soon aftér thé British séé 
her on fire. The said captain Reid; therefore, 
desires mie to take his protest, as hé by these 
presents does most solemnly protest against 
the said Lloyd, commander of said squadroi; 








United States for the Azores, personally ap-jand against the other commanders of thé 


peared Samuel C. Reid, commander of the British ships engaged in this infamove attsek 


“FOL. Wer Ww 
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on his said vessel, when lying in a neutral 
friendly port. And the said captain Keid also 
protests against the government of Portugal, 
for their inability to protect and defend the 
néutrality of their port and harber, as also 
against all, and every other state or states, 
person ot persons, whom it now doth or may 


those who sacrifice the safety of their country 
to the shadow of popularity. 

VoLunterrs —By the vice-president (Mr. 
Wirt)—The memory of the General Arm- 
strong—she has ‘‘graced her fall and made her 
ruir glorious.” : 


By Judge Cabell—The spirit of our fore- 


eoncern, for all losses, costs er damages, that| fathers; displayed in concert and energy of 


have arisen, or may arise, to the owners, offi- 
cers, and crew, ot fhe said brig General Arm- 
strong, in consequence of her destruction, and 
the defeat of her cruise, in the manner afore- 
said. 
All which is sworn to be truth by the said 
Sarnuel C. Reid; Frederick A. Worth, first 
lieutenant; Hobert Johnson, third-lieatenant; 
Benjamin Starks, sailing-master; John Bros- 
naham, surgeon; fobert i. Allen, captain of 
marines; Thomas Parsons, James Davis, Elt- 
phalet Sheffield and Peter ‘Tyson, prize mas- 
ters of the said brig General Armstrong. 
I the undersigned, hereby certify, that 
the aforegoing instrument of protest is 
a true copy taken from the original 
(L. S.) deposited in my consular office. In 
testimony of which [have hereunto set 
my hand, and affixed my official seal, 

this 27th day of September, 1814. 

JOHN B. DABNEY. 

Honor to the brave.—Captain Reid arrived 
at Savannah from Faya]. On his way home 
he was invited and partook of a splendid pub- 


action; not wasted in endless and fruitless 
discussion. 

By Judge Brockenbrough—Neutral Ports; 
whenever th2 tyrants of the ocean dare to in- 
vade these sanctuaries, may they meet with 
an “#ssez” and an “Armstrong ” 

By general Cocke—American tars——their 
achievments form an era in the naval annals 
of the world; may their brother-soldiers emu- 
late their deeds of everlasting renown. 

Onr-eaptain Reid’s retiring: 

By the president—Captain Reid—His valor 
has shed a blaze of renown upon the character 
of our seamen, and wen for himself a laure} 
of eternal bloom. 





NAVAL ENGAGEMENT. 

Though so much has been said of the desperate and 
terribly destructive defence of. the General Arn» 
streng privateer, in the port of Fayal, the following 
is the highest colored picture of the bloody scen¢ 
that has yet been published. If the offence against 
the neutral rights of Portugal was rank, the pu- 
nishment was severe; and we trust that captain 
Lloyd will be made personal/y to smart for his dis- 





lic entertainment at Richmond. The company 
was very numerous, and among them, the go- 
vernor and others of the first character in 
Virginia. 
gates, (Mr. Stevenson) president, and the 
members of the legislature constituted a large 
body of the entertainers. The toasts were 
highly characteristic of generous Virginia— 
we select the following: 

The Navy—whose lightning has streck 
down the “meteor flag of Mngland”—They 
have conquered those who had conquered the 
world. oy 

The private cruisers of the United States 
_~whose intrepidity has pierced the enemy’s 
channels, and bearded the lion in his den. 


The speaker of the kouse of dele-' 


regard of the law of nations, and the wanton sa- 

crifice of his people. 

We are glad to see sach things fairly laid before 
Europe. There is no way in which the same mo- 
ney could be so useftilly spent as to have the ac- 
counts of our victories (transkited into different 
languages) spread through the civilized world. 
The pitiful affair at Washington City was thus cir- 
culated on the continent by the British. Let the 
people “hear the other side.’? It would produce 
an irresistible current in our favor, and its effect 
be felt for ages; and contribute to the future 
peace and safety of the United States. National 
honor ts national strength. 

From Cobbett’s Weekly Register. 

I observe it stated in the Halifax papers on the 
2nd inst. that the Prinee of Neufchatel, an American 
armed brig, had arrived at Boston, after sustaining 
a gallant action of twenty minutes with five boats 


The army of the Niagara—the rivals of our|ft!! of men, belonging to our ship of war the Endy- 


tars—Their gallant deeds will live to endless 
ages, in the records of time. i 
Brown, Scott, Gaines and Porter—Chip- 
ewa, Bridgewater, Plattsburg and Erie, are 
the deathless monuments of their fame. 

Barney, Boyle and their compatriots, who 
have ploughed the seas in search of the enemy, 
and hurled retaliation upon his head. 

Our ministers at Gheat—who breathe the 
spirit of their country—war, in preference to 
the slightest sacrifice of honor. 

Foreign nations—let us hold them as did 
our fathers of old—‘ Enemies in war; in 
peace, Friends. 

Legislatorsi—May the -people abandon 


imion. ‘The account says, that one of our boats sunk 
during the engagement, which had on board at first, 
43 men, of whom two only were saved; and another 
which had 36 men, which was taken possession of 
after having eight killed, and twenty wounded.”— 
|The Endymion is said to have lost in 71! 100 men 
\killed, wounded and prisoners, among which the 
first lieutenant and a master’s mate were killed, and 
three lieutenants and two master’s mates wounded. 
The Prince of Neufchatel had only “31 men at 
quarters, including officers, and 37 prisoners on 
‘board. Six of her men were killed, 15 severely 
wounded, 9 slightly, and 8 remained unhurt.” It is 
true, that nothing has been published here in an off- 
cial shape, respecting this naval disaster; but this 
circumstance can no more invalidate the truth of the 
statement, than the silence which has been kept up 
\as to the fate of the Anan will lead us to doubt that 

















NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—SUPPLEMENT TO VOL. VIL 17i 





ad 





that vessel was sunk by her American opponent. 
The repulse and disaster attending the Endymion, 1s 
not, however, the only naval triumph of the enemy, 
which has been carefully concealed from the public 
eye. The following article appears in the Paris pa- 
pers, received to the 22d inst—“‘Extract of a letter 
from Mr. John B. Dabney, consul for the United 
States of America, Fayal, October 6. Our cowntry-; 
men have had a brilliant affair. Despising the rights’ 
of nations and violating ueutral territory, three 
English vessels, the Piaxtagenet, Ita and the Car- 
nation, attacked the brig Generaé sJrmstreng, Ame- 
ricin privateer, of 14 guns, commanded by captain 
Reed, at anchor in these Roads. They succeeded 
finally in destroying her, but paid dearly for it, for 
they had 120 killed, and 90 of their best mariners 
wounded, including tie flower of their officers.— 
Captain Reed, with his brave crew, consisting only | 
of 90 men, had only seven slightly wounded.” Abeut 
ten days ago I received the following letter from an 
English gentleman at Fayal, which ke transmitted 
by a vessel bound for Lisbon, giving the full particu- 
lars of the above affair. it speaks volumes, and 


the privateer which threw the boats into confusion. 
‘hey now returned a spirited fire but the privategr 
kept up so continual a discharge, it was almost im- 
possible for the boats to make any progress. ‘They 
finally succeeded, after in.mense loss, to get alongs 
side of her, and attempted to board «at every quar- 
ter, cheered by the officers with a shout of no quar- 
ter, which we could distinctly hear, as well «s their 
shrieks andcries. The termination was near about 
a total massacre. ‘Three of the boats were sunk, 
and but one poor solitary officer escaped death in a 
boat that contained fifty souls; he was wounded. 
The Americans fought with great firmness, but 
more like biood thirsty savages than any thing else, 
They rushed into the boats, sword in hand, and put 
every soul to death as far as came within their pow- 
er. Some of the boats were left without a single 
wan to row them; others with three and four. The 
most that any one returned with was «bout ten.— 
Several boats Moated on shore full of dead bodies. 
With great rekictance I state that they were man- 
ned with picked men, and commanded by the first, 
second, third and fourth lieutenants of the P/anta- 





must reach conviction to the minds of those who|gevez; first, second, third,’ and fourth ditio of the 
are so far deluded, to think that it is in the power of | frigate, and the first officers of the brig: together 
this country to subdue a people who fight with so | with a great number of milshipmen. Our whole 


much undaunted resoluuon as the Amerieans : 
| Fayal, October, 13, 1814. 
Wx. Consett, Esa.—Sir, the American schoon.- | 


force exceeded 400 men.—But three officers escaped, 
two of which are wounded. This bloody and un- 
fortunate contest lasted about forty minutes. After 


er, privateer General Armstrong, of New York, capt. | the boats gave out, nothiag more was attempted tiil 
Simuel C. Reid, of seven guns, and ninety men, en- |dayhght the next morning, when the Carnation haul- 
tered here on the 26th ult. about Reon, 17 days from ed in along side, and engaged her. ‘The privateer 


that place, for the purpose of obtaiming water. 
captain, seeing nothing on the horizon, was induced 
to anchor. Before the elapse of many hours, his 
majesty’s brig Carnation came in, and anchored 
near ber. About six his mejesty’s ship /lantagenet, 
of 74 guns, and the /tota frigaie came in and an. 
chored also. Tie captain of the privateer and his 
friends consulted the first authorities here about her 
securitv.—They all considered her perfectly secure, 
and that his majesty’s officers were too well ac- 
quainted with the respect due to a neutral port to 
molest her. But, to the great surprise of every one, 
about nine in the evening, four boats were dispatch- 
ed, armed and manned from his majesty’s ships, for 
the purpose of cutting her out. It being about full 
of moon, the night perfectly clear and caim, we 
couli see every movement made. The boats ap- 
proached with rapidity towards her, when, it ap- 
pears, the captain of the privateer hailed them, and 
toli ‘hem to keep off several times, ‘They, notwith- 
standing, pushed on, and were in the act of boarding 
before any defence was made from the privateer. A 
warm contest ensued on both sides. #@he boats were 
finally dispersed with great loss. The American, 
now calculating on a very superior force being sent, 
cut his cables, and rowed the privateer close in 
alongside of the fort, within half a cable’s length, 
Where he moored her, hexad and stern, with four 
lines. The governor now sent a remonstrance to 
the Van Lloyd of the Plantagenet against suck pro- 
ceedings, and trusted that the privateer would not 
be further molested; she being in the dominions of 
Portugal, and under the guns of the castle, was en- 
titled to Portuguese protection. Van Lloyd's an- 
swer was, that he was determined to destrey the 
vessel at the expence of all Fayal, and should any 


protection be given her by the fort, he would not}cription given. Many houses received much injury 
leave a house standing in the village. All the in- \on shore from the guns of the Carnaizon. A woman, 
habitants were gathered about the walls, expecting |sitting in the fourth story of her house, had hee 
At midnight, 14 launches, | thigh shot off, and a boy had his arm broken. 
were discovered to be coming in rotation for the! American consul has made a demand on the Portue 
purpose. When they got within clear, or gun shot, |guese government for a hundred thousand dollars 
« tremendous and effectual discharge was made from 'for the privateer, which our consul, Mr. Paro. 


a renewal of the attack. 


The ; still continued to make a must gallant defence. 


these veterans reminded me of Lawrence’s dy- 
ing words of the Chesapeake, ‘don’t give up the 
ship.” The Carnation lost one of her top-masts, 
and her yanis were shot away; she was much cut 
|up in rigging, and received several shot in her bull. 
Vhis obliged her ts haul off to repair, and to cease 
firing. ‘The Americans now finding their principal 
run ¢ lore Vem) and several others dismounted, 
deemed it folly to think of saving her arainst so su- 
/perior a force ; they therefore cut away her masts 
to the deck, blew a hole through her bottom, took 
out their sinall arms, clothing, &c. and went on 
shore. I discovered only two shot holes in the bull 
of the privateer, although much cut up in rigging. 
Two boats’ crews were soon after dispatched from 
our vessels, which went on board, took out some 
previsions, and set her on fire. For three days af- 
ter, we were employed in burying the dead that 
wash-d on shere in the surf. The uumber of Bri- 
tish killed exceeds 120, an.i90 wounded. The ene- 
my, to the surprize of mankind, lost only two killed 
and seven wounded. We may well say, “God deli- 
ver us from our enemies, if this isthe wav the Ame- 
ricans fight.” After burning the privateer, Van 
Lloyd made a demand of the governor to deliver up 
the Americans as his prisoners, which the governor 
‘refused. Tle threatened to send 500 men on shore 
‘and take them by force. ‘Ste Americans immediate- 
‘ly retired, with their arms, to an old Qothic con- 
vent; Knocked away th@adjoining drawbridge., and 
determined to defend themselves to the last. 








'He then demanded two men, which, he said, de- 
lserted from his vessel when in America. ‘The gue 
ivernor sent for the men, but found none of the des- 


The 
‘Van, however, thought better than to send his men. 


‘Lhe 
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thinks, in justice, will be paid, and that they will 
glaim on England. Mr. Parkin, Mr. Edward Bay- 
Jey, and other English gentlemen, disapprove of 
the outrage and depredation committed by our ves- 
sels on this occasion. The vessel that was dispatch- 
ed to England with the wounded, was not permitted 
to take a single letter from any person. Being an 
eye witness tg this transaction, I haye given you a 
correct siatement as it occurred. 
With respect, Tam, &c. 
H. kK. F. 
enn 


BRITIS:i OFFICIALS. 


ACCOUNT OF THE CAPTURE OF CASTINE. 
Jetter from lieutenant colonel Johns ta general sir 
John Sherbroke. 

Bangor, on the Penobscet River, September 3, 1314, 
Sir,—Ia compliance with your exceilency’s: 
orders of the Ist instant, | sailed from Castine 
with the detachment of royal artillery, the 
flank companies of the 29th, 62d, and 98th 
regiments, and one yifle company of the 7th 
battalion, 60th regiment, which composed the 





force when your excellency did me the honor'! 
to place under my command, for the purpose | 
of co operating with captain Barrie, of the) 
royal navy, in an expedition up that river. | 


and gun-boats under his command, advanced. 
at the same time up the river, on my right, 
towards Hamden. In addition to the detach- 
ment of royal artillery, under lieutenant 
Garston, captain Barrie had landed one six- 
pounder, a six and a half inch howitzer, anda 
rocket apparatus, with a detachment of sail- 
ors under lieutenants Symonds, Botley and 
Slade, and Mr. Sparling, master of his ma- 
jesty’s ship Bulwark. | 

The fog was so thick, it was impossible to 
forma correct idea of the features of the coun- 
try, or to reconnoitre the enemy, whose num- 
ber were reported to be 1400, under the com- 
mand of brigadier general Blake. Between 
seven and eight o’clock, our skirmishers in 
advance were so sharply engaged with the 
enemy, as to induce me to send forward one 
half of the light company of the 29th regi- 
ment, under captain Coaker, to their support. 
The column had not advanced much further, 
before I discovered the enemy drawn out in 
line, occupying a very strong and advanta- 
geous position in front ef the town of Ham- 


den, his left flanked by a high hill command- 
On the morning of the 2d, having proceed- | ing the road and river, an which were mount- 
ed above the town of Frankfort, we discovered ‘ed several heavy pieces of cannon; his right 
some of the enemy on their march towards jextending considerably beyond our left, rest- 
Hamden, by the eastern shore, which induced ing upon a strong point dappui, with an 
me to order brevet-major Croasdale, with a eighteen pounder and some light field pieces 
detachment of the 98th, and some riflemen of in advance of his centre, so pointed as com- 
the 60th reziment, under heutenant Wallace, pletely to rake the road, and a narrow bridge 
to land and intergept them, which was ac-'at the foot ofa hill, by which we were obliged 
complished, and that detachment of the enemy)ta advance upon his position. As soon as he 
(as I have since learned) were prevented from perceived our column approaching, he opened 
joining the main body, assembled at Hamden. a very heavy and continued fire of grape and 

On this occasion the enemy had one man! musketry upon us: we, however, soon crossed 
killed, and some wounded. Major Croasdale the bridge, deployed and charged up the hill 
re embarked without any loss. We arrived to get possession of his guns, one of which we 
off Bald Head Cove, three miles distant from found had already itilen into the hands of 
Hamden, about five o'clock that evening,'captain Ward's riflemen in advance. The 
when captain Barrie agreed with me in de- enemy’s fire now began to slacken, and we 
termining to land the troops immediately. pushed on rapidly, and succeeded in driving 
Laving discovered that the enemy's picquets him at all points from his position; while cap- 
were advantageously posted on the north side tain Coaker, with the light company of the 
of the cove, I directed brevet major Riddle, 29th, had gained possession of the hill on his 
with the grenadiers of the 62d, and captain left, from whence it was discovered that the 
Ward, with the rifle company of the 60th, to Adams frigate was on fire, and that the enemy 
dislodge chem, and take up that ground, which had des ted the battery which defended her. 
duty was performed under major Riddle’s We were now in complete possession of the 
directions, in a mostcomplete and satisfactory|enemy’s position above, and captain Barrie 
manner, by about 7 o’clock; and before ten at, with the gun boats had secured that below the 
night, tue whole of the troops, including eigh- | hill. Upon this occasion twenty pieces of can- 
ty marines, under captain Carter (whom cap- nen fell into our hands of the naval and mili- 
tain Barrie had done me the honor to attach tary force, the return of which I enclose; after 
19 my command) were landed and bivouacked | which, captain Barrie and myself determined 
for the night, during which it rained inces-!on pursuing the enemy towards Bangor, which 
santly. We got under arms at five o'clock this| place we reached without opposition; and here 
morning; the rifie Company forming the ad-jtwo brass 3-pounders, and three stand of co- 
vance under captain Ward: brevet-inajor lars, fell into our possession, Brigadier-gene- 
Keith, with the light company of the 62d,!ral Blake. also, in this town. surrendered him- 


pringing up the rear; and the detachment of|self prisoner, and with other prisoners, to the 


marines under captain Carter moving upon amount of twenty-one, were admitted to their 
my flanks, white captain Barrie. with the ships ‘parales. Highty prisoners taken at Hamden 
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are in our custody. The loss sustained by the 
enemy I have not had it in my power cor- 
rectly to ascertain: report states it to be from 
thirty to forty in killed, wounded and missing. 

Our loss, I am happy to add, is but small, 
yiz. one rank and file killed; one captain, se- 
ven rank and file wounded; one rank and file 
missing. Captain Gell, of the 29th, was 
wounded when leading the column, which 
deprived me of his active and useful assis- 
tance; but lam happy toadd, heis recovering, 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) HENRY JOHNS, Lt. Col. 


ACCOUNT OF THE CAPTURE OF MACHIAS. 

From col. Pilkington to gen. Sherbroke, dated 
Machias, September 14, 1814. 

Sir—I have the honor to acquaint your 
excellency, that I sailed from Penobscot Bay, 
with the brigade you was pleased to place un- 
der my command, consisting of adetachment 
of royal artillery, with a howitzer, the bat- 
talion companies of the 9th regiment, and a 
party of the 7th battalion 69th foot, on the 
morning of the 9th inst. and arrived at Bucks 
Harbor, about ten miles from this place, on 
the following evening. 

As the enemy fired several alarm guns on 
our approaching the shore, it was evident he 
was apprehensive of an attack; I therefore 
deemed it expedient to disembark the troops 
with as little delay as possible, and captain 
Hyde Parker, commanding the naval force, 
appointed captain Staufell to superintend this 
duty, andit was executed by that officer with 
the utmost promptitude and decision. 

Upon reaching the shore, I ascertained that 
there was only a path-way through the woods 
by which we could advance and take fort 
O’Brien, and the battery in reserve ; and as 
the guns of these works commanded the pas- 
gage of the river upon which the town is si- 
tuated, I decided upon possessing ourselyes 
of them, if practicable during the night. 

We moved forward at 10 o’clock, P. M.an 
after a most tedious and harrassing march, 
only arrived near to the fort at break of day, 
although the distance does not exceed five 
miles. 

The advanced guard, which consisted of 


two companies of the 29th regiment, and a! 


detachment of riflemen of the 60th regiment, 
under major !'od, of the former corps, imme- 
diately drove in the enemy’s picquets, and 
upon pursuing him closely, found the fort had 
been evacuated, leaving their colors, about five 
minutes before we entered it. Within it, and 
the battery, there are two 24 pounders, three 
18 pounders, several dismounted guns and a 
block-house. 
umounted to about seventy men of the 40th 
regiment of American infantry, and thirty 
of the embodied militia; the retreat was so 
rapid, that [ wag not enabled to take any 


_ 


The party which escaped! 


prisoners. I understood there were a few 
wounded, but they secreted themselves in the 
wood, 

Having secured the fort, we lost no time 
in advancing upon Machias, which was taken 
without any resistance ; and also two field- 
pieces. 

The boats of the squadron, under the com- 
mand of lieutenant Bouchier, of the royal 
navy, and the royal marines, under lieutenant 
Welchman, were detached to the eastern 
side of the river, and were of essential service 
in taking two field pieces in that quarter. 

Notwithstanding that the militia were not 
assembled to any extent in the vicinity of the 
town, I was making the necessary arrange- 
ments to advance into the interior of the 
country, when I received a letter from briga- 
dier-general Brewer, commanding the district, 
wherein he engages that the militia forces 
within the county ef Washington, shall not 
bear arms, or in any way serve against his 
Britannic majesty during the present war.* 
'A similar offer having been made by the ci- 
vil officers and principal citizens of the coun- 
ity, a cessation of arms was agreed upon, and 
ithe county of Washington has passed under 
‘the dominion of his Britannic majesty.—[ De- 
tested profanation.] 

I beg leave to congratulate you upon the 
importance of this accession of territory 
which has been wrested from the enemy; it 
/embraces one hundred miles of sea coast, and 
Includes that intermediate tract of countr 
which separates the province of New-Bruns- 
wick from Lower Canada, 

We have taken twenty six pieces of ord- 
nance, (serviceable and unserviceable,) with 
|@ proportion of arms and ammunition, returns 
‘of which are enclosed ; and I have the pleas- 











. |ing satisfaction.to add, that this service has 


| been efiected without the loss of a man on 
our part. 


a ie 
d |_Here follows the usual compliments to officers, &e.} 
> 


I have the honor to be, &e. 
A. PILKINGTON, lieut. col. 


Deputy adjutant general. 
herbroke, K. B. &e. 


Return of ordnance, arms, ammunition, §e, 
| taken at Machias by the troops under the 
command of lieutenant colonel Pilkington, 

llth September, 1814, 

Ordnance, total 26. 4rms, 161 muskets, 
$9 bayonets, 100 pouches, 41 belts, 2 drums, 
| Ammunition, 20 barrels serviceable gunpow- 
der, 75 paper cartridges filled for 18 and 24 
pounders, 2,938 musket ball cartridges, 3 bar- 
rels of grape and case shot, 553 round shot for 
18 and 24 pounders; 6 kegs of gun powder, 
25 Ibs. each; 23 paper cartridges filled for 4 
| pouncers. 
} 


To heut. gen. Sir J. C. S 








J. DANIEL, lieut. royal art. 


ge 
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SCCOUNT OF THE CAPTURE OF CASTINE, 
Downing-street, Oct. 9, 1814. 
Major Addison has arrived with the follow- 
ing despatch from lieut. general Sherbrooke, 
dated 


Castine, at the entrance of the Penobscot, Sept. 18. 
My Lorp—t have now the honor to inform 


your lordship, that after closing my despatch 
on the 26th ult in which I mentioned my in- 





tention of proceeding to the Penobscot, rear 
admiral Griffith and myself ost no time in. 
sailing from Halifax, with such a naval force’ 
as he deemed necessary, andthe troops as per| 
margin.* to accomplish the object we had in, 
view. 

Very early in the morning of the 50th, we 
fell in with the Rifleman sloop of war, when 
captain Pearce informed us, that the United 
States frigate Adams had got into the Penob- 
scot; but trom the apprehension of being at- 
tacked by our cruisers, if she remained at the 
entrance of the river, she ran up as high as; 
Kamien, where she had landed her guns, 
and mounted them on shore for her protec- 
tion. 4 

On leaving Falifaxy it was my original in-| 
tention to have taken possession of Machias, | 


. . . . . | 
on our way fhiither; but on recelving this in-| 


ielligence, the admiral and myself were of | 
epinion. that no time should be lost in pro-) 


) 
! 





ceeding to our destination, and we arrived| 


here very early on the morning ofthe ]st inst. | 
The fortat Castine, which is situated upon 
a peninsula of the eastern side of the Penob-| 


scot, near the entrance of that river, was sum- re 


rnonded a little after sun-rise; but the Amer'- | 
‘-an officer refused to surrender it, and i -| ; 
“pe u ei geed to su ° a THLEDOr | endl leading to Blue Hill, I sent out a strong 
diately opened a tire from four 24 pounders, | 


upon a smal} schooner that had been sent with 
Jieut. col. Nicholls (commanding royal engi 
neers) to rezonnoitre the work. 

Arrangements were immediately made for 


disembarking the troops; but before a landing 
could be efiected the enemy blew up his ma-| 
gazine, and escaped up the Majectaquadous | 
river, carrying oif in the boats with them two) 


iield picces. 

As we had no means of ascertaining what 
force the Americans had on this peninsula, I 
landed a detachment of royal artillery, with 


two rifle companies of the 60th and 9sth regi- 


ments, under colonel Douglass, in the rear of 


it, with orders to secure the isthmus, and to) 
possession of the heights which com-| 


take 
mandedthe town: but 1 soonlearned that there 
were no regulars at Castine, except the party 


there had dispersed immediately on our Jand- 
ing. 
Rear-admiral Griffith and myself next turn- 











A, 


nies of the 7th battalion, 69th re: 


4 
ae 2 a : iS 
and S8th regiments. 


! 


which had blown up the magazine, and escap-| 
ed, and that the militia which were assembled | 


} 


‘which had been taken from Castine were se- 
{ 

*First company royal artillery, two rife compa-! 
pany ro} i pas | 

yiment, 29th, 62d 


‘ers, on traveiling carriages, were, in conmse- 


Je. ed our attention to obtaining possession of the 


Adams, or, if that could not be done, to des- 
troying her. ‘Ihe arrangements for this ser- 
vice having been made, the rear admiral en- 
trusted the execution of it to captain Barrie, 
royal navy, and as the co-operation of a land 
force was necessary, | directed lieutenant col. 
John, with a detachment of artillery, the flank 
companies of the 29th, 62d, and 98th regi- 
ments, and one rifle company of the 60th to 
accompany and co-operate with captain Bar- 
rie on this occasion; but as Hamden is 27 
miles above Castine, it appeared to me a ne- 
cessary measure of precaution first to occupy 
a post on the western bank, which might af- 
ford support, if necessary, to the forces going 
up the river, and at the same time prevent the 
armed population, which is very numerous to 
the southward and westward, from annoying 
the British in their operations on the Adams, 

Upon enquiry I found that Belfast, which is 
upon the high road leading from Hamden to 
Boston, and which perfectly commands the 
bridge, was likely to answer both these pur- 
poses, and I consequently directed major-ge- 
neral Gosselin to occupy that place with the 
29th regiment, and to maintain it till further 
orders. 

As soon as this was accomplished, and the 
tide served, rear-admiral Griffith directed 
captain Barrie to proceed to his destination, 
and the remainder of the troops were landed 
that evening at Castine. 

Understanding thata strong party of militia 
om the neighboring township had assem 
bled at about four miles from Castine on the 


patrole on the morning of the 2d, before day 
break On arriving at the place, I was in- 


8! formed that the miiitia of the county had as- 
sembled there on the alarm guns being fired 


at fort Castine upon our first appearance, but 
that the main body had since cispersed, and 
returned to their respective homes. Sonie 
stragclers, were, however, left, who fired upon 
our advanced guard, and then took to the 


\woods ; a few of whom were made prisoners. 
No intelligence having reached us from cap- 
tain Barrie on Saturday night, I marched 
|with about seven hundred men and two light 
field pieces upon B.ckstown, at three o'clock 


on Sunday morning, the 4th inst. for the pur- 
pose of learning what progress he had made, 
and of affording him assistance if required. 


This place is about eighteen miles higher up 


the Penobscot than Castine, and on the east- 
ern bank of the river. Rear admiral Grif- 
{ith accompanied me on this occasion, and as 
we had reason to believe that the light guns 


ereted inthe neighborhood of Buckstown, we 
threatened to destroy the town unless they 
were delivered up, andthe two brass 3 pound- 
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quence, brought to us in the course of the, 
day, and are now in our possession. _ 

At Buckstown we received very satisfacto- 
ry accounts of the success which had attend- 
ed the force employed up the river. We learn- 
ed that captain Barrie had proceeded from 
Hamden up to Bangor; and the admiral 
sent an officer in a boat from Buckstown to 
communicate with him, when finding there 
was no necessity for the troop$ remaining 
longer at Buckstown, they marched back to 
Castine the next day. 

Having ascertained that the object of the 
expedition up the Penobscot had been attain- 
ed, it was no longer necessary for me to occu- 
py Belfast ; I, therefore, on the evening of 
the 6th, directed major-general Gosselin to 
embark the troops and to join me here. 

Machias being the only place now remain- 
ing where the enemy had a post between the 
Penobscot and Passamaquoddy Bay, I order- 
ed lieutenant colonel Pilkington to proceed 
with a detachment of royal artillery and the 
29th regiment to occupy it; and as naval as- 
sistance was required, rear admiral Griffith 
directed captain Parker of the Tenedos, to 
co-operate with lieutenant colonel Pilkington 
on this occasion. 

On the morning of the 9th, captain Barrie, 
with lieutenant colonel John. and the troops 
which had been employed with him up the, 
Penobscot, returned to Castine. Itseems the 
enemy blewup the Adams, on his strong po- 
sition at Hamden being attacked ; but all his 
artillery, two stand of colors, and a standard, 
with several merchant vessels, fell into our 
hands. This, lam happy to say, was accom-| 
plished with very little loss on our part; and 
your lordship will perceive, by the return 
sent herewith, that the only officer wounded 
in this affair is captain Gell, of the 29th gre- 
nadiers. 


Signed J.C. SUERBROKE. 


enemy from a strong position at Hamden, 
which had been oceupied for the protection of 
the United States frigate Adams, which was 
totally destroyed by fire, previous to his re- 
treat. 

‘he reduction of fort Machias was intrust- 
ed to lieutenant-colonel Pilkington, and capt. 
Parker of the royal navy, but that fortress 
was evacuated by the enemy on the approach 
of the British force. 

The lieutenant general commanding, ex- 
presses in the strongest terms of praise, his 
sense of the zealous and cordial co-operation 
of rear admiral Griffith and the officers and 
seamen of the royal navy, and marines, and 
also the able and active support he experienc- 
ed from major general Gosselin, col. Douglas 
98th, lieutenant colonel Nicols, royal engi- 
neers-—the officers employed on detached ser- 
vice, and the zeal, alacrity, and steady dis- 
cipline displayed by the officers and soldiers, 
which entitle them to the highest approbation. 

Thirty-nine pieces of ordnance have been 
taken. The British loss amounts only to one 
rank and file killed, 1 captain and 7 rank and 
file wounded. 

Capt. Gell, 29th regt. wounded severely, 
not dangerously. 

(Signed) EDWARD BAYNKES, 
Adj. general N. A. 


—— 


Miscellaneous Scraps. 


Under this head it is proposed to preserve a 
considerable body of incident and fact 
pertaining to the Jate war, that have 
from time to time been denied a regu- 
lar insertion. for want of room. 

THE BANKS. 

The forced sales of British government bil’s 

in the early part of the war, with the ex- 





Head-quarters, Kingston, Oct. 16,1814. 
GENERAL orpDER.—His excellency the 
commander of the forces, has received a dis-| 
patch from lieutenant general sir John Sher- 
broke, commanding the ferces in Nova Sco- 
tia and its dependencies, dated the 23d Sept. 
reporting the successful operations of his ma-| 
Jesty’s arms, aided by the division of the fleet 
under the command of rear-admiral Griffith, 
in the capture of the forts of Castine and Ma- 
ehias, and the occupation of the enemy’s posts| 

- in the vicinity of the Penobscot river. | 

The service has been attended with the 
- capture or demolition of all the enemy’s works 

of defence, ordnance and stores, and the com- 
plete dispersion of his troops, 

A detached service intrusted to the com- 
mand of lieutenant-colonel John, of the 69th 
regiment, and captain Barrie, of the royal 
navy, proceeded twenty-seven miles up the 
Penohscot river, attacked and dislodged the 











tensive smuggling of British goods which 
was afterwards organized between the ene- 
my anda considerable number of persons 
in the eastern states, appeared likely soon 
to drain the country of its precious metals: 
for which great war maneuvre the “‘Bostan 
folks” were theinstrument. Al] the banks 
of the District of Columbia, Maryland, New 
York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Virginia, 
Ohio and Kentucky, and generally, in the 
order named, were compelled to refuse pay- 
ments in specie. Those of Ohio and Ken- 
tueky were much the latest, and itis believ- 
ed they commonly paid the ordinary sums 
that had theretofore been demanded for 
change. Those of the “nation of New- 
England” generally paid specie as demand- 
ed, }6 or 18 excepted, that had always been 
in disrepute, paying, or not paying, as cir- 
cumstances induced or caprice directed, 
but these were not among the principal 
banks, Tose of North Garolina , Soets 
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Carolina, Georgia and Louisiana paid spe- 
cie on all occasions where it did not appear 
a “run” was made upon them, and some of 
them met every demand as theretofore. ‘Phe 
Louisiana banks had stepped sometime pre- 
vious to any of the others on account of a 
vast smuggling that had been carried on by 
the allied pirates [Baratarians] and the Bri- 
tish, &c. but soon resumed their accustom- 
ed business. The banks of the southern 
states were much assisted in their monied 
operations by the number of prizes that 
reached their ports, and by a fair trade with 
Amelia island. 

We have before us a Boston price current of 
specie and bills, dated January 19,1815. The 
bank notes of that town and specie were at 


par: 
New York ab 19 @ 20 per cent discount. 
Philadelphia 22 do. 


Baltimore 25 do. 

Which last was the premium paid for gold in 
this city—silver 20;—by the brokers. The 
discounts at Boston rosecons:derably after- 
wards.* 


From the moment when the rigorous block: 
ade of the ports of the United States prevent- 
ed the exportation of our produce, foreign 
supplies could be paid for in specie only, and 
as the importation of foreign goods into the 
eastern states has been very large, as it has 
for many months past occasioned a continual 
drain from the banks. This drain has been 
much increased by a trade in British govern- 
ment bills of exchange, which has been exten- 
sively carried on and has caused very great 
sums to be exported from the U States. 

To meet this great demand for specie, the 
course of trade did, for a considerable time 
enable us to draw largé supplies from the 
southern states, but the unhappy situation of 
affairs there, having deprived us of that re- 
source, arid circumstances having occurred 
which have in aconsiderable degree occasion- 
ed alarm and distrust, it became a serious 
consideration whether the banks should con- 
tinue their exertions to draw within their 
‘vaults the specie capital of the country and 
thus facilitate the means of exporting it from 
the United States; or whether they should 





It is worthy of remark and remembrance, that 
before the war, the notes of those banks 


which stopped specie payments, had ever, 
been in the best repute, as a general circu | 


lating medium. ‘Those which proudly held 
out, had had, before the war, the least por- 
tion of specie; that is, those of the eastern 
states: ‘T'he city of Baltimore having more 
in the vaults of its banks, than there wére 
in all the banks of all the “ation of New 
England.” See Weekly Register, vol. VII, 
page 195; and will probably have -as much 
again, whentrade settles into a regular and 


honest channel. 
The following may suffice to shew the general 


suspend the payment of specie before their 
‘means weré exhausted. The directors were 
fully sensible of the inconveniences which a 
‘measure of this nature must occasion, and 
were they not fully convinced that the situa- 
tion of affairs must soon leave them no alter- 
‘native, if would not have been adopted; but 
‘believing the public interest will be best pro- 
|moted by stopping the payment of specie be- 
fore the monied capital of the country is fur- 
|ther diminished, and that by adopting the 
measure at this time the banks may hereaf. 
ter resume their aceustomed operations with 
less difficulty, they have unanimously agreed 
to it, and confidently hope this determination 





feeling of the banks and the people on this will, undér existing circumstances, meet the 


occasion. . 


PuinApevrnia, Ava. 31,1814. To the public, zens. 
The directors of the banking institutions of, 


approbation and support of their fellow citi- 


The directors are making the necessary ex: 


this city, having, after mature deliberation, értions torenderthe measure they have thus 
thought it necessary to suspend the payment reluctantly adopted as little inconvenient as 


of specie; they deem it their duty to submit | possible—and to facilitate the management of 


to their fellow citizens the circumstances such concernsas have heretofore been usually 


which induced them to adopt this measure. 


| conducted with the aid of specie—the pay- 
‘ment of which will be resumed as goen as it 





ceived in Boston for specie. 


Massachusetts.—All the banks in Boston, ' 


same as specie. 


Southern banks.—All the banks ) 19 and 20; 
in New-York state, (Hudson +percentum | 


*PRICES CURRENT OF MONEY.—Boston, Fe-' can be done with propriety and s 
. afety. 
bruary 1.—Prices at which bank bills are re-' ser ten’ b J 


JOSEPH P. NORRIS, Pre’st. 
Bank of Pennsylvania. 
JOHN MORTON, Pres't. 
Bank of North America. 
DAVID LENOX, Pres’t. 
Philadelphia Bank. 





| 
Pee tbh ocr Pe 7 Pee rl JOSEPH TAGGERT, Pres't. 
Orange Bank. ’ 0 ee ee Farmer's and Mechanic's Bank. 
Philadelphia City Banks, a eh at aces PRAT'T, Prs’t pro tem. 
Baltimore Banks - - . - ommercial Bank of Pennsy!- 
: 94a 25) Vania. 


‘Freasury notes, , a ; 
U.S. 6 per cents mM ¥ tn 


FHOMAS PARKER, Pres’t. 
Mechanics Bank. 
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Ata meeting of the committees from all 
the banks in the city of New York, on the 5th 
August— William Few, chairman, Ciiarles 
Wilkes, secretary— : | 
Letters from the cashiérs of several banks 


in Philadelphia and from other unquestiona-| 


ble authority were read; stating that all the 
banks in Philadelphia had come to a resolu- 
tion to suspend payments in specie—whereup- 
on the following resolution and preamble weré 
agreed to: By aac 

Considering that the banks in Philadelphia 
have determined to suspend their payments of 
specie— | 

Considering that it cannot be doubted that 
such asuspension of payments in Philadelphia, 
will be followed by an increased demand on 
the banks here, and probably a diminished 
confidence; and further, that there is a consi- 
derable balance now due and accumulating, 
from the banks in Philadelphia to the banks 
in this city—therefore, 

Resolved, That the banks in ths city of N. 
York, with the utmost regret find it necessa- 
ry to suspend their payments in specie. 

(Signed) Wa. FEW, chairman. 

CirarLes WILKES, secretary. 

Meeting of the merchants and traders. 
Philadelphia, Aug, 31, 1814, 

Ata very numérous meeting of the mer- 
chants and traders of the city of Philadelphia, 
held in pursuance of public notice at the Mer- 
ehants’ Coffee House this day. 

Thomas M. Willing, was called to the 
chair, and 

Robert Ritchje, appointed secretary. 


The chairman stated that the object of the 
Ineeting was to take into considération the re- 
cent step adopted by the different banking in- 
stitutions of the city, suspending for the pre- 
sent, the payment of specie. 

The address of the different presidents of 
these institutions to the public was called for 
and read. 


The following resolution was then offered 
to the meeting, and wndnimously adopted. 

That this meeting do approve the determi: 
nation of the directorsof the banks of Phila- 
delphiato suspend the payments of specie at 
the present crisis, and do agree to receive in 
payment of all debts due to them the notes of 
the said banks, in the fullest confidence that 
the directors of the said banks respectively 
will pursue such measures as willénable them 
to resume the payment of specie, as soon as 
the circumstances which caused the suspen- 
sion cease. 


Resolved, That the different editors of news- 


papers be requested to publishthe proceedings | 


ofthe meeting daily for one week, 
THOMAS M. WILLING, chairman. 
RoserrT Ritcuie, sec’y. 


At a meeting of merchants and traders, at 
VOL. VF 


the Tontine Coffee House, on the Ist of Sep- 
tember 18]14— | 

Gen. Ebenezer Steven's was called to the 
chair, and 

William Henderson was appointed sec’y. 

The chairman read a communication whicl: 
he had received from thé chairman of thé 
joint committee of the banks, as follows: 

New York, Sept. ist,19143_ 

“‘Sin—I am desired by the committees of 
the severaJ banks in this city to communicate 
to you for the information of the meeting at 
which you preside, that they have come to the 
following résolutions: 

That the banks in this city will continué to 
take the notes of each other in all payments: 

That, having always considered the pay- 
ment of specie as forming a salutary and 2 
principal check to an undue emission of notes, 
and that check being, by the unfortunate situ- 


‘ation of affairs, for the present rémoved, they 


have agreed, unanimously, 

To adopt such measures as will effectually 
in their opinion, prevent an improper increase} 
of the circulation of bank paper. 

“]T have the honor to be, sir, 
‘“Your obedient servant, 
| W. FEW, chairman.” 
“To the chairman of the meeting 
of merchants and traders,” 


Résolved, That while this meéting regret 
the circumstances that have obliged the banks 
to suspend their payments im specie, they ful- 
ly concur in thé necessity 6f that measure. 

That the confidence of this méeting im thé 
stability ofthe banks renvains undiminished, 
and that relying on the prudence of the direc- 
tors to restrain their loans within safe limits, 
they will by every proper means, uphold the 
credit and assist the circulation of their notes 

That they will continue to receive the notes 
of the banks of this city in all payments:as 
héretoforé. 

That at a period when the specie in the 
country is gradually lessening, and by the em- 
barrassments of our commerce the usual 
means of supply are cut off, it appears to tlre 
meeting expedient to diminish. by every pro- 
per method the expert of specie, and to hus- 
band our resources in the hope, that at no 
distant period, the banks will be ableto re- 
sumé their payment of specie—therefore, 


Resolved, That we will avoid all negocia- 
tions which may render specie payments ne- 
cessary, and by every means in our power dis- 





courage the exportation thereof. 


Resolved, That the proceedings of the meet” 
ing be signed by the chairman and secretary” 
and published : 

(Signed) EBENEZER STEVENS, 
Chairmans 





Winiiam HENDERSON, Sec’y. 
x 
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Charleston, February 2.—Yesterday morn-: 
ing, in pursuance of orders from major-gene- 
ral Fishburne, the Charleston brigade para- 
ded in Meeting-street for inspection, when 
they were reviewed by his excellency the go- 
vernor and major-generals Fishburne, Butler 
and Moore, with their suites—after which they 
were inspected and dismissed. ‘The number of 
men on the ground on this occasion was nearly 


ty 


regiment, the rank of colonel, in the army. 
First-lieutenant Donald Fraser. 15th regi- 
ment, rank of captain. Second-lieutenant 
Richard H. Lee, tsth regiment, rank of first- 
heutenant. Third-lieutenant Samuel Riddle, 
15th regiment, rank of second lieutenant. 
By command of major-general Izard, 
J. M. OCONNER, Assist. adj. gen. 


From the Virginia Argus—[We have been 





double what has heretofore been seen on simi- 
lar oceasions, and their appearance such as 
gave general satisfaction. 

Treasury notes.—The passage of the bank 
bill will most certainly raise the value of those 
facilities; those therefore who hold them, will! Dear Sir,—I have the honor to enclose you 
do well not to part with them under their}, commission of brigadier general in the mi- 


value. People who expect a paper medium jiti, of Virginia. I feel great pleasure in per- 
will now, as in the revolutionary war, rapidly 


, forming this duty; your revolutionary services 
depreciate, will be deceived. It must be recol- |, title you to this evidence of the confidence 
lected in the last war, there was a constant 


ea cage sa gulps fof your country. 
-. ie ~ , P ~ 
emIss10ON, Ane No axes Or Mnposis to reeeem, | The unshaken loyalty of the people you are 
vr absorb any part of them—the case is now ; 


ADPcicont 1 thé GitediGd Adem mnt eeckal appointed to command, ensures to them the 
very Gaerenie a le CRAIBston Hoes not excee“\ardent attachment of their fellow-citizens 
the amount of income, the treasury notes will 


wherittey throughout the state. In confiding toa citi- 
be a convenient mode of anticipating the re- 5 g 


venue, and attended with no bad consequence zen distinguished for valor and patriotism, 
7 hu 3 < ‘ t < x e . ¥ 
(Neifalk: Lediemc-Jumsing. the defence of a people so justly dear to the 


Sikes rest of the state, the solicitaude of the legisla- 
WPilliamsville, January 10. ‘tyre for the protection of your brigade dis- 

Head-quarters of the Northern army, adjutant-ge-|tniet has been most strongly manifested. 
neval’s office, Buffalo, 2d January, 1815. ‘Aa fone os T have the hohe to be thé chier 
GENERAL ORDERS.—The troops will pa- s oe 6 sha wa Leéalth. Lehall ail 
rade to-morrow morning, at half past ten saath it fie ai wrest Me to arabe reac 
o'clock, on the ground between the rifle and| ™YSC™ OF © es. 5.9 Oe ae thse 
. people of Accomack and Northampton, my 


artillery cantoninents. to witness the execu- | inion’ 6f ther value ‘to. the state: and ‘my 

. . opin a7 

tion of James Campbell, of the 26th regiment, |~! deggie Ae . 
2 “ *\high sense of their fidelity to their country. 


convicted of, and sentenced to be “hanged un- 
: I am with great respect, dear sir, your 


til he is dead,” for twice deserting, and once to oP at 
the enemy, and who, it was almost proven, humble rere ; W. ©. NICHOLAS. 
°| General John Cropper. 


had, while a prisoner, betrayed his fellow- 2 
soldiers in captivity, and been instrumental to} Danville, Vt. Jan 27, 1815.—It will be re- 
the death of one of them named Donavan, !collected that we published on the 3d of De- 
executed by the enemy on the suspicion of cember last, an account of the forcible seizure 
owing allegiance to the British king: Also, of of Mr. Samuel Hugh in his bed hy a party of 
Nathan Smith, of the 10th regiment, con-|Canadians, and of his being conveyed to Mon- 
victed of, and sentenced to be shot to death. for treal, for trial at the court of King’s Bench, 
sleeping while a sentinel on post. ‘in consequence of having been concerned in 
By command of major-general Izard, the unhappy affair Jast fall in Herriford, 
J M. OCONNER, Assist. ad). gen. which terminated in the death of a Mr. Mor- 
Head-quarters, Northern army, adjutant-general’s rill, contractor for the British army. We un- 
office, Buffalo, 7th January, 1815. ‘derstand that the circumstances attending 
Extract from general orders.—His excel-|that affair were in the first place falsely repre- 
lency the president, has been pleased toconfer |sented to governor Prevost—setting forth that 
brevet rank on the following officers, for dis- the cattle seized by our cilizens in arms wag 
tinguished services and gallantry displayed by the private property of the Messrs. Morrills, 
them on the 17th September last, in the sortie and that it was a wanton act of barbarity, on 
of the garrison of fort Erie, the storming and |the part of the Americans, in defiance of hu- 
capture or destruction of the enemy’s batte- ;manity and justice—but that when sir George 
ries, artillery and ordnance, and of the troops jobtained a true history of the facts, he ap- 
in the trenches, eventuating in the repulse of |pointed colonels Coffin and M‘Donough com- 
his whole force, the raising of the siege of that |missioners to meet others chosen by citizens 
fortress, and his precipitate retreat into Chip-|of the states for the purpose of amicably set- 
pewa, where he was subsequently beleaguered tling the difficulties on the northern frontier, 
By our forces. declaring that the perpetrators of the outrage 
On lieutenant-colonel Jf Donald, 1st rifle}on the person and property of Mr. Hugh, 


favored with the following letter from the 
governor to colonel Jehn Cropper of Acco- 
mack, acquainting him with his appoint- 
ment to the rank of brigadier general.] 
Richmond, Jannary 18, 1815. 
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should make reparation to the amount of their 
whole estates, if justice required the sacrifice. 
The people of tussex and Coos have accord 
ingly appointed Mr. Isaac Cushman, Charles 
Thompson, Moody Rich, Seth Cushman, 
esquires, and lieutenant H. Parsons as com- 


missioners, who were to meet those from sir. 


George at Herriford on Friday last. 
{From the Western Sp}.] 

Cincinnati, Jan. 14, 1815 —On Saturday 
last major- general Gaines arrived at Newport, 
Ken. on his way to New-Orleans; on Monday 
a deputation from the citizens of Cincinnati 
waited on him with an invitation to accept a 
public dinner, which on account of the criti- 
eal state of affairs below, anda sense of public 
duty, he declined. Previous to his departure he 
forwarded to the gentlemen who waited on 
him the following note. | 
To major Torrence, major Anderson, captain Oliver 

and captain M‘ Farland. 

GeNTLEMEN,—Permit me to ask the favor 
of you to offer to the citizens of Cincinnat! 
mv best thanks for their polite invitation, 
communicated through you toa public dinner. 
I regret that it will not be in my power, con- 
sistently with my public duties, to attend, but 
shall nevertheless bear in mind a grateful 
sense of this pleasing testimonial of the muni- 
ficence and regard with which the people of 
Ciacinnati have honored me. 

Though personally a stranger to Cincin- 
nati, I have long viewed its local advantages 
—its rapid growth and its high prospective 
distinction among the thousand great cities of 
our national interior, and west; with a degree 
of pleasure, bordering, perhaps, not a little on 
national prejudice or national pride—but it is 
still a pleasure, for in this country we behold 
the healthful heart and robust stamina of 
wnited America—a heart and stamina that 
will for ever remain shielded from the para- 
letie touch with which British ships, foreign 
intercourse, and foreign influence corrupt and 
deaden some of the exposed extremities along 
the ser-coast. And should the tratterous arts- 
focracy of one extremity orthe insurgent mo- 
bocracy of another threaten to tear asunder 
our national union, then will the importance 
of this great interior hody—this sheet anchor 
of our federal bark, be universally seen and 
felt. It will speak in a language of brotherly 
love, but in a tone strong as the mountain- 
storm, the American republic shall be pre- 
served! Your obedient servant, 

EDMUND P. GAINES. 

From the Boston Patriot, January.—The 
sailing of an American frigate (particularly of 
old ‘fronsides”) makes as much noise and 
confusion in the British navy, as formerly did 
the escape of a whole squadron from France. 
It appears by accounts from Halifax, that the 
Saturn, 58, and Leander, 50, had gone off in 
pursujt of the Constitution, beside the New- 


Castle, 50, and Acasta, 40. They, no doubt, 
will endeavor to keep in pairs, in order to 
give aid and assistance to each other in case 
they should fall in with her. A few more of 
our frigates at sea, would clear the American 
coast of the enemy’s cruisers, by their going 
in pursuit of them. 

Pararity..-An unfortunate man _trans- 
porting a 42lb. carronade on a sleigh, in the 
northern part of New-\ ork, overset his vehi- 
cle, and tumbled the gun upon his leg, by 
which he died. His death is charged to the 
war, for ‘‘free trade and sailors’ rights” by a 
sapient editor of the neighborhood. It is true, 
that if there had been no war, the cannon 
might not have fallen upon him; but it is no 
less reasonable to suppose, that if he himself 
had not overset the sleigh, he would not have 
been hurt. | 

Cau ForvoLuntTeERS. To the patriotic 
eitizens of Ohio. The president of the United 
States has requested, through general M‘Ar- 
thur, 500 mounted volunteers from this state, 
to act In conjunction with the volunteers trom 
Kentucky, for a tour of 60 days, on a cam- 
paign against the hostile Indian towns. Ge- 
neral M‘Arthur will command the detach- 
ment. Every officer will be commissioned 
according to the number of men he may 
bring on the field, agreeably to the regulations 
of the United Stetes’ army. ‘Ihe field officers 
will be selected at the principal rendezvous, 
which will be at Urbanna, on the 20th day 
of September, (1$14.) It isexpected that the 
pay will be the same as that of the United 
States’ rangers ; that the men will have cre- 
dit for a tour of duty; that all horses una- 
voidably lost in the service, will be paid for 
by government. The order from the secreta- 
ry of war as to the arrangements for pay, 
subsistence, credit for a tour of duty and pay 
‘for all horses unavoidably lost, is daily ex- 
|pected by the adjutant general at Uhilicothe, 
and will be published as soon as received. 

Hopes are confidently entertained that this 
reasonable and timely requisition of the pre- 
sident will not be made in vain, when it is in 
defence of our frontiers, against the depreda- 
tions of the inveterate and implacable sava- 
| ges, who have so long and so wantonly imbru- 
j}ed their hands in the blood of our citizens. 
If this call had been promptly obeyed, there 
is every reason to believe that the strength 
of the detachment will be such as to puta 
final period to hostilities in this quarter. 

Yes, my countrymen! if you manifest that 
inoble spirit which your cause inspires, vou 
:may henceforth repose in safety. The infant 
in the cradle will no more be awakened by 
the savage yell, nor the forest be lighted by 
the midnight blaze of your dwellings! ‘The 
heroic examples of the brave and patriotic 
volunteers of Kentucky and Tennessee, under 
Shelby and Jackson, are before you ; thet 
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you may imitate their valor and be crowned 

with their success, is the ardent desire and 

confident expectation of your friend and hum- 

ble servant, 

| OTHINIEL LOOCER, | 
Acting governor of the state of Ohio. 
Head- Quarters, Chilicothe, Sept. 17, 1814. 

Circumstances beyond my control, some of 
avhich it would be improper at this time to 
gommunicate, impose on me the painful duty 
of announcing that the mounted expedition, 
proposed to be carried on, by order of the presi- 
dent, against the hostile indians, is abandoned. 
‘Phe information which was solicited from the 
war department, in relation to the pay, credit 
for a tour of duty, &c. allowed to those whe 
might serve on the expedition has not been 
received, 

To those patriotic citizens who have volun- 
ieered their services on the present occasion, 
I tender, on the part of the government, my 
gincere thanks---their zeal is worthy of the 
just cause in which we are engaged: they will 
consider themselves, together with such mi- 
litia cavalry as may have been detached for 
the expedition, honorably dismissed---the pre- 
parations and arrangements ordered with a 
view to the prosecution of the expedition will 
therefore cease. 

All quarter-masters and contractors are 
hereby directed to furnish forage and rations 
to the troops on the return to their respective 
homes. DUNCAN M‘ARTHUR, 

Brig. gen. U. §. army com. 8th military district. 


War department, Adjutant and Inspector General's office’ 
Washington, August 12, 1314, 


INSTRUCTIONS 
For the government of these who have claims for pay 
and bounty, hulf-pay, pensions and bounty land, un- 
deis the acts of congress, relative to the existing 
military establishment of the United States. 
1sT.—PAY AND BOUNTY. 
Those persons who have claims for pay and 
bounty, as the legal representatives of such 
non-comniissioned officers, artificers, musi- 


deceased died a minor, unmarried, and no ad- 
ministration has been granted on the estate. 
If any person administers for the purpote of 
receiving the balance due, a copy of the letters 
of administration must be produced. Should 
the deceased leave a widow, and no adminis- 
tration has been granted on the estate, the ba- 
lance will be paid to her, on her producing 
satisfactory evidence that she was his wife at 
the time he died. 
2D.—HALF-PAY PENSIONS TO WIDOWS AND 
ORPHANS. 

Widows and orphans who have claims 
to five years half-pay according to an act 
of congress, must establish the following 
facts, before they can receive the above pen- 
sion:—Iist. The date of the decease of the of- 
ficer or soldier, under whom they claim: this 
fact may be established by the records of the 
war department, by the proper rolls of the 
army, by the testimony of military officers, or 
by that of other respectable persons. 2d. The 
legality of the marriage, the name of the wi- 
dow, the names and number of the children, 
under sixteen years of age, at the father’s de. 
cease, and the county, state or territory, in 
which she and they reside. 3d. That the 
widow, at the time of allowing this half-pay, 
was not married; she must also repeat that 
she is not married, at the time of receivin 
£ACH PAYMENT, and establish the fact by the 
testimony of respectable persons knowing the 
case; as, in the event of marriage, the half-pay 
reverts to such of her children as are under 
sixteen years of age. In cases of orphans on- 
ly, the guardians will act for them, establish 
their claims as above, and reccive their pen- 
sions. All theseevidences must be produced 
to, and filed in the office of the paymaster- 
general of the army; and orders wil! be issu- 
ed to the several district paymasters to pay 
the pensions on the spot where it falls due. 

3D.—-BOUNTY LANDS. 

Claims for bounty land must be substantiat- 


gians and privates, ag die in the service of ed; and this must be done by the REGULAR 


the United States, must make application to| 


the paymaster-general of the army, or to his 
sub-paymasters, who act as his agents. All 
balances of pay and bounty, at the time of 
the decease of such non-commissioned officer, 
&c. will be paid by the paymaster-general, or 
his sub paymasters, to the widow, child, or 
legal representative of the deceased, who must 
yroduce written and legal evidence of his or 
ep authority to demand and receipt for the 
aame. When administration is granted to a 
creditor, solely as a creditor, no more will be 
paid than is barely sufficient to cover his 
claim, and the balance, if any, will be reserv- 
ed for the benefit of the kindred or relations 
of the deceased. Affidavits of respectable) 


persons, knowing the legality of the repre- 
sentatives of a deceased soldier, will be suffi- 








cient evidence tq be produced, provided the 


DISCHARGE of the ORIGINAL CLAIMANT, from 
the public service, the best voucher that can 
be produced. Certificates, from the pay office, 
should be carefully preserved, as indexes to 
the records of the on1GinauL RIGHT. If the 
original claimant does not personally apply 
for his land warrant, he must prove his iden- 
tity before a magistrate, by his own affidavit, 
and the affidavits of two witnesses, whose CRE- 
niBiLity the said magistrate will cerTiry ; 
and must execute a power of attorney to who- 
ever applies for the warrant in his behalf: 
the quality and signature of the magistrate; 
before whom the said affidavits are made, or 
the power of attorney is acknowledged, must 
be attested by the signature and seal of the 
county clerk, or other equivalent authority of 
the district in which he resides. 

The power of attorney, to authorize the 
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delivery of a land warrant, may be dispensed 
with, incase a member of congress, while the 
body is actually in session, will call at the 
war department, and signa receipt for it upon 
the record. In this case, a letter or order, in 
his favor, from the person who has the right 
to receive the warrant, addressed to the secre- 
tary of war, will be deemed spfficient autho- 
rity for its delivery. 

if the oRIGINAL CLAIMANT be dead, and 
an heir applies in his right, he must produce 
legal certificates from competent authority, 
to prove that he is @ LEGITIMATE HEIR By 
LAw ; in which case, although there may be 
other heirs existing, a warrant will be issued 
in that name, adding thereto, “and oTnER 
HEIRS AT LAW OF »” &e. &e. 

A land warrant wILu noT be issued to an 
EXECUTOR OF ADMBNISTRATOR. 

All claimants for bounty lands must make 


application to the war department 
JNO. R. BELL. 


Assistant inspector general. 


Further call on the Western Militia, from a 
New-York ‘paper of Aug. 29, 1814. 

The governor, by his general orders ef the 
22d inst. has made a requisition on major-ge- 
neral Hall for 3000 men of his division, to- 
gether with the companies of grenadiers, ri- 
flemen and light infantry of the counties of 
Cayuga and Seneca, and the artillery compa- 





you, than any you have witnessed since the 
settlement of the country. T'wo hostile armies, 
of nearly equal force, not a mile distant from 
each other, obstinately contending for mas- 
tery, which a few days must necessarily decide, 


It is perhaps impossible for either, certainly 


so for ours, to retreat without total ruin and 
defeat. In these two armies are concentrated 
all the disposable military force and all the 
arms and munitions of war of the province of 
Upper Canada, and of the western parts of 
New-York; and on the result of the contest, 
which must shortly ensue, will depend the 
fate of these counties respectively. Should the 
enemy succeed, there is nothing on this. side 
of Utica, that can resist his force or escape 
his ravages. In the late attack on Erie, so 
gloriously repulsed, he had 400 savages in 
sight of our entrenchments, ready to leap in 
the moment the scales of victory should in- 
cline to-his side, and complete the work of 
destruction; and this same scourge will follow 
him through the country, the instant that 
army, its only barrier, shall be broken down. 

The enemy are not asleep, nor do they look 
with indifference to those who are fighting 
their battles. They will push on reinforce- 
ments as fastas their scanty means and devas- 
tated country will permit. Now is the time 
for us to act. We abound with men and 
means, and by a prompt and cheerful compli- 


ig tee + 


nies in Auburn and Gennessee, in addition to|ance with the order of the commander in 
the 1000 previously required by gen. Brown, chief, and by that means only, we can effect 
to rendezvous at Williamsville, in the county |a certain and easy conquest, and give perma- 
of Niagara, on the Ist day of September, to nent security to our settlements. — 
be commanded by general Peter B. Porter. If the face of the gallant littlearmy, which 
The following field officers are assigned to this |for six weeks past, has been wading throu h 
detachment: Lieut. cols. Hugh G. Dobbin, ‘fields of blood for your security, coma 
George W. Fleming, Peter Allen, Caleb too, in part, of your own immediate neigh- 
Hopkins, and James M‘Burney ; and majors bors and friends, cannot move you to action 
Thomas Lee, jun. Daniel Cruger, Eranthus I admonish you to recollect, that on the su : 
Everts, Wilson. The residue of the!|port,the immediate and vigorous support oF 
field and staff officers to be assigned by gen. this army, depends your own security. That 
Porter. |army destroyed, and your fruitful fields your 
“The Niagara frontier, (says his excellen- | stately edifices, and your fair possessions are 
cy, in this order,) ‘presents a scene which | laid waste, EV our women and children will feel 
must necessarily rouse the feelings of Ameri- | the weight of the tomahawk. Nay even liber- 
cans and urge them to the relief of their coun-|ty itself, without which these blessings are of 
trymen. On one side of the river an impor |no estimation in a patriot’s heart, will fi 
tant American post in possession of the ene.| froma country so unworthy of her Satsaeo ral 
my—on the other, fort Erie occupied by the! At the request of the commanding officer, 
American army. ‘The latter pressed by su-|I came to this place (where I unexpected] . 
perior force without the power of retreating.” | met the order of his excellency) for the ed 
General Porter’s address to the militia of the western | POse of obtaining volunteer aid, hoping that 
counties of New-York. |T might have some little influence in awaken- 
The commander in chief has ordered out a ing our young men to a sense of the country’s 
portion of the militia to the western frontier, |\danger and their own honor. But what lim 
and thought proper to place them under my|I expect to effect with those whose ardor can- 
command. You will indulge me, because I am/not be aroused by the eloquence of the can- 
probably better acquainted with the state of/non with which the Niagara is continually re- 
things to the west than most of you, to make | sounding? Those, however, who may eheoss 
a few remarks on the subject of this call. to volunteer will be received as part of the 
I'he Niagara frontier, at this moment, pre-|detachment ordered by the commander in 


sents a scene infinitely more interesting to chief, and shall return immediately to Erie, 
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proud to share the destinies of its brave de- 
fenders, whatever they may be. But I do 
not return without hopes of soon meeting at 
the appointed place of rendezvous, such of 
you, at least, as the constituted authorities of 
the country have called on for support. 
P. B. PORTER, brig. gen. 
Canandaigua, Aug. 21, 1814. 


To GEN. Peter B. Porter.—From the 
Buffalo Gazette. Sir—Six months have 
now transpired, since we left our farms, our 
mercantile and manufacturing shops, in the 
patriotic state of Pennsylvania, with, as we 
fondly hope, a proper spirit to learn the art 
of war, and mutually avenge the wrongs of an 
injured country;.and, as the character of the 
state we represent, as soldiers, as well asa 
corps of our meritorious fellow citizens, that 
preceded us in the year 1812, for the support 





of our country’s honor, has suffered beyond 
the measure of patient endurance, by the mere | 
trifling of a vain blusterer—our preponderat- | 
ing wish was, that when arrayed for battle, 
we might be led by a general, in whom we! 
could unequivocally repose our confidence. | 


Sir, disclaiming, as we do, the spirit of sy-| 


had 


eophancy, we cannot, on this occasion, consis- 


| 


tently with our feelings, leave this frontier, | 


mutual gratification in being introduced to! 


without proterring to youan expression of our 


you as our leader. 
We have seen you at Chippawa and at| 
Bridgewater, and have participated with you | 


_ . “) ° . ™ { 
in the toils and cares of barricading and de-} 


We have seen. 


tending this fort for weeks. 


you active in devising means for drenching} 


our bastions and abbattees with the blood of | 


European mercenaries, filling the surround-| 


ing entrenchments, and adorning the waters 





; 
‘ . 


The maxim is universal, and ought to en- 
gage the first care of statesmen as well as 
generals, 

The maxims of this great man, the cele- 
brated Montecuculi, are studied by military 
men. 

One of those maxims was—“that every 
“thing which is not impracticable fur an ene- 
“my to execute, ought to be considered pro- 
“‘bable.” 

If we apply it to the situation in which we 
stand at this moment, it would be practicable 
for the enemy to enter the Delaware, and ta 
make a landing somewhere—we should there- 
fore believe that he probably will do so—and 
we ought to be prepared—for what? “To 
let him approach within 100,50, 40 or 20 
miles of us?” No. What then? 

We should be prepared to meet him on the 
water's edge, wherever he may attempt to 
land, and then—what then? ‘“Lethim move 
up to your suburbs—unreconnoitred—unhar- 
rassed—unannoyed—and then suffered to per- 
form such exploits here as at Washington— 
and after remaining two days unopposed, re- 


\tire unmolested to plunder and disgrace some 


ess populous town.” 

Such in their operation would be the coun- 
sels of shallow and feeble minds. 

What must we then do? 

Do! Why, provide ammunition for the belly. 

“What then—we cannot eat the enemy,” 
says some croaker, 

W hy, when you have subsistence, you may 
invite men to camps, and then you may arm 
and (if you have time) discipline them— 

What discipline? 

To the habits of obedience and command 
—to bear the fatigues and unavoidable priva- 


of the Niagara with hundreds of their breath-|0ns of camps—abandon political disputes 


less corpses, without any loss to our country 
of a, greater magnitude than to excite the sym- 
pathetic tear of a dozen affectionate mothers, 
Wives or sisters. | 


In all these scenes we are proud to say, that’ 


and all the hateful passions of faction—and 
unite to save all that is worth disputing about, 
from the force and vengeance of a barbarous 
eneniy. 


If the enemy comes—do not give him battle 


we were animated by the presence of our gene. |“!th raw troops in a thin single line, which 


yal, and fully impressed with the idea that 
he performed his duty asa soldier and patriot. 
Accept, sir, our mutual thanks for your 


kind and generous treatment, and our best! 
se t 5 . >. a3 . 7 } 
wishes for your lasting prosperity in your) ; : ’ 
) tet shes sad J ean retreat, when fatigued, and have successive 


country’s cause. 
Signed, in behalf ofourselves and our breth 
ren in arms, from Pennsylvania. 


| 
JAMES WOOD, major. | 
| 


EB. WILSON, jun. maj.from 


N. ¥. volunteers, and 20 other officers. 
. 6. je . * ! 
Fort Erie, Aug. 24, 1814. | 


| 
! 
{ 





if once penetrated, want of discipline would 
disable you from uniting, or redisposing your 
disunited parts to assail him. 

Meet him in small detachments—powerful- 
ly sustained~upon which your small bodies 


small detachments to keep up the warfare. 

Attack his flanks— 

Attack the whole length of his columns 
with an oblique fire— 

Throw a strong body in his rear, and cut 
off his communication with his ships— 

Drive a!] your horses and cattle beyond 


AMMUNITION FOR THE BELLY.—One of the iyour own camp— 


most celebrated captains of the 17th century} 


Do not leave him any part of your country 


being asked, what he believed to be the first |to subsist upon—burn and destroy, rather 
duty of a general—replied,“to provide ammu-|than he should gain an hour’s undisturbed 


nilion for the belly.” 


‘subsistence on your soil. 
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The invasion of your soil supercedes all, 
other law than that of self preservation. 

Seize upon and execute every man who 
gives the enemy aid or comfort. 

He who feeds or abets the enemy—mur- 
ders your kindred and your children—Drum- 
mond has told the British not to be sparing 
of the bayonet— 

Retaliate—let not'a man of them return to 
tell the story of their temerity: 

Provide magazines in time to feed those 
who fight for the general safety—-who expose 
themselves tothe merciless enemy—that your 
generations may live in happiness and liberty- 

Unite---co-operate- -or you perish. [| durora- 


Head- Quarters, 4th Military Disirict, 
Philadelphia, December 24, 1814. 


GENERAL oRDERS.—The Pennsylvania and 





New-Jersey militia, in the service of the Uni-| 
ted States within the 4th military district| 
(excepting the brigades under the command, 
of brigadier-generals Cadwaladerand Snyder, | 
and four companies of brigadier-general E/-| 
mer’s brigade) are to be mustered and in-| 
spected according to law, and discharged 
forthwith. | 

Major-general Gaines being ordered to! 
Louisiana, the command of the 4th military, 
district, will, for the present, devolve on bri-| 
gadier-general Cadwalader, of the Pennsyl-, 
vania militia, who will report direct to the 


war department. 
| 


the senior oflicer of' 


| 
i 


Colonel frvine, being 
the United States’ army within the district, | 
will take post at this city, and have the com-| 
mand of the regular troops, reporting to the! 
commanding ollicer of the district. | 

The major-general in taking leave of the, 
gallant and aspiring troops he has had the. 
honor to command, begs they will accept his | 
best thanks for the persevering zeal, and dis- 
ciplined steadiness with which they have per-. 
formed their various duties, and maintained | 
amidst many privations, the proud pre-emi-} 
nence of American patriots and warriors. To) 
possess the confidence and friendship of such | 
men—to meet, with them, the invading foe—| 
to defend, with them, the soil once stained | 
and consecrated by the blood of our forefa-} 
thers, the general would always consider to be | 
an honor to the highest grade. He bids them | 
an affectionate farewell. | 

(Signed) EDMUND P. GAINES, | 

Ma jor-gen. commanding. | 

Chs. J. Nourse, asst. adj. gen. U. S. army. 


| | 
Major-general Strong, of the Vermont mi-' 
litia, who acquitted himself so handsomely 
when sir George Prevost invaded New-York 
and attacked Plattsburg in September last, | 
has been re-appointed to the command by the! 
unanimous vote of the legislature. On which| 
octasion he issyed the following general orders: | 


Head- Quarters, Vergennes, Nov. 28, 1814. 
Major-general Strong announces to the mi- 


litia of the 3d division of the state of Vermont, 


that he is again appointed to their command. 
He is sensible that it is no ordinary compli- 
ment, to be thought worthy to command such 
men as Compose his division. Their zeal, cou- 
rage and patriotism, so conspicuously mani- 
fested on a late memorable occasion, has given 
them a proud name; which it will be his high 
ambition, on similar emergencies and at all 
times to assist to perpetuate. 

By the proclamation of his excelleney the 
commander in chief of the 9th of September 
last, announcing the threatened invasion of 
our territory, this Givision is ordered to be in 
constant readiness for the field. To comply 
with this order with effect for our country or 
honor to ourselves, it is necessary to be pre- 
pared. 'The commanders of brigades, regi- 
ments and companies, wil] therefore take the 
precaution that the requisition ef the several 
laws, regulating the militia, be complied with; 
for which they will be held individually re- 
sponsible. Quarter-masters of regiments are, 
in particular, directed to examine and make 
report as to the requisite supply of ammuni- 
tion in the several towns. 


If an additional excitement is necessary to 
induce every man to do his duty—let him re- 
flect upon the late invasion of our northern 
frontier---when, without distinction of party, 
the old and infirm, vied with the young, in the 
glorious cause of defending the soil of freedom. 
That soil is sacred, consecrated by the blood 
of our fathers, let it become the tomb of their 
sons sooner than be polluted by the footsteps 
of the invaders of our couatry. 


; ht fi 
J have thought fit and do hereby appoint 
Kobert B. Bates, esquire, of Middlebury, and 
W arren Loomis, esquire, of Burlington, my 
aids-de-camp. All officersand soldiers to take 
notice and govern themselves accordingly. 
SAMUEL STRONG, 
Major-general 3d division of the militia 
of the state of Vermont. 
Tue Strancer.—Boston, Sept. 29. The 
following is the principal part of the cargo of 


‘the valuable ship Stranger, a prize tothe Fox 


privateer, whose arrival was announced in our 
last, and now ordered for sale by the mar- 
shal on the 14th October—viz. 

66 iron guns, 24 pounders on Congreve’s 
principles, with the ca rriages,axletrees, trucks, 
beds, quoins, blocks for tackles, hooks, thim- 
bles, scraps, cordage for breeching, takle falls, 


‘and indeed every essential and minute requi- 
site for placing them on board a vessel of war* 
\in readiness for 


actual service. 
. ry ? ° “8 
wflso—The following munitions of war: 
; or ~N 4 : 
rtictes of copper. Powder measures, tun. 
nels, shovels, ladles, hoops, can hooks, adzes, 
drivers, vices, slippers for magazines, snuffers, 
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powder horns, priming wires, vent bitts, fire- 
locks, locks, cartouch boxes with and without 
belts and frogs, wad hooks, sponges with and 
without staffs, and ropes, combs for sponges, 
tompions, gunner’s crows, mallets, steel pur- 
chase chissels, painted caps for sponges, budge 
brails, magazine brooms, match rope, musco- 
vy, dark and tin lanthorns, hand screws, brass 
locks for cannon from 32 to 9 pounders, lead 
aprons and lead corans for the locks of ean- 
non, long match, ladle hooks, linch pins, 20d, 
10d, 6d nails, quill tubes, padlocks, tallow, 
whiting, emery, burnishers, sweet oil, pole 
axes, machine and machine spikes, twine, wad 
guages, junk, pails with iron hoops, thread, 
worsted, cutting knives, scissors, needles, forge 
tongs, pincers, nipping rods for muskets and, 
pistols, muskets with bayonets and scabbards, 
musquetons, pistols with ribs, signal rockets, 
port-fires, blue lights! slings for muskets, mus- 
ket and pistol cartridge boxes, flints, cartridge 
and fine paper, flannel cartridges, swords with 
scabbards, belts for do. pikes, drums, round 
and grape 24 pound shot, leaden musket and 
pistol balls, moulding ladles for leaden balls, 
forms for lead and cartridges. 


merchants of Halifax, in which they repre- 
sent the consequences which the blockade of 
the American ports will produce, if rigidly 
enforced to the exclusion of vessels bearing 
your license, and have only to express my re- 
gret that a measure which operates so severe- 
ly against the enemy, should, in any degree, 
affect the interests of his majesty’s subjects, 
But at the same time, his majesty’s govern- 
mient do not feel themselves justified in autho- 
rising any relaxation of the measures adopted 
by Sir A. Cochrane, which will have the ef- 
fect of debarring neutral nations from a trade 
which was at the same time carried on by one 
of the belligerents.” 

[The above, (observes a Boston paper,) we 
understand, is a copy of a letter received at 
Halifax, on the receipt of which all licensed 
boats were ordered off.] 

Captain Manners. From a late London 
paper. The conduct of this noble hero, during 
the late desperate engagement between the 
Reindeer and Wasp, in which he gloriously 
fell, is the theme of universal praise. After 
having part of the calves of his legs carried 
away by a ball, he received another through 








Armouror’s tools. Vices, wrenches. slakes, | 
hammers, punches, cold chissels, iron braces, 
square bitts, screw plates, sett of drills, files 
of various kinds, leck tools, turn screws, &c. 

Also---Tie following clothing, shipped for 
the use of the minors and sappers, such as ser- 
jeants, corporals, musicians, drummers and 
private’s coats, jackets, trowsers, shirts, draw- 
ers, stockings, shees, guatres, hats, caps 
plumes, feathers, &c.&c. together with a va- 
riety of other articles. 

The above articles weré designated by the 
enemy for his vessels of war building at King- 


ston. 
SensSIBLE COMPLIMENT. The people of 


both thighs, which made him sink for tivo or 
three minutes on his knees, but no entreaties 
could prevail on him to go below—and reco- 
vering himself, he headed the boarders with 
a full determination to master his antagonist 
er perish in the attempt. While climbing 
into the rigging, two balls from the Wasp’s 
top penetrated the top of his skull, and came 
out beneath his chin. Placing one hand on 
his forehead, the other convulsivély brandish- 
ing his sword, he exclaimed, “My God! m 

God!” and dropped lifeless on his deck. The 
Reindeér was surrendered by the captain’s 
clerk, no individual of a higher degree being 
in a state to execute the melancholy office — 





the towns of Bature, Bethany and Alexan-| 
der, near the Niagara frontier. on the 26th | 
September, 1714, sent general Gaines a pelite | 
note, accompanied with a handsome subscrip- 
tion (.$'400 and upwards) for furnishing the! 
soldiers of fort Erie with vegetables, and al- 
so 300 bushels of potatoes, and other articles 
of which the were greatly in want—for which 
they received the hearty thanks of the gene- 
ral; who in his reply, observes—‘“The sol- 
diers of Erie and Niagara will gladly seize 
upon every occasion so prove that so long as 
they have health and strength, the citizens 
of the interior may repose in safety, and be 
assured that the savage monster, who, in De- 
cember last, commenced among the defence- 
less women and babes, his work of massacre 
and conflagration, shall be foiled and hum- 
bled.” 

Tue BLockaDe. Extract from earl Ba- 
thurst’s letter to Sir John C. Sherbrooke. “I 
have brought under the consideration of his 
majesty’s government, the memorial of the’ 





One of the Reindeer’s men was wounded in 
the head by a ramrod. About half of the 
ramrod passed through his temples, and re- 
mained stationary. Before it could be extri- 
cated it became necessary to saw it off close 
to one of his temples. The man is in a fair 
way of doing well! 

Law case Albany, Oct.10, 1814. Atacir- 
cuit court now sitting in this city, a cause 
came on to trial on Saturday last, between 
a Mr. James M‘Conell and major-general 
Wade Hampton. Thé prominent facts which 
appeared on trial, we understand to be these: 
—That while our army at the north was un- 
der the command of general Hampton, last 
autumn, Mr. M‘Conell, who is a very respec- 
table citizen, learning that the enemy had re- 
ceived some considerable reinforcements, and 
that an attack an our army was to be appre- 
hended, thought it his duty to communicate 
this to the general, and accordingly called at 
his quarters for that purpose. But to his 
astonishment, instead of receiving the thanks 
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éf the general, he was told with the most vio- which attended her destruction, they are; 
lent imprecations, that his information was moreover, further of opinion, that the conduct 
false, he was a traitor, and should be hung im- of captain Morris during the approach of the 
mediately. He was then dragged to the guard- enemy, and in the destruction of the United 
house by a body of soldiers, confined there four, States’ ship Adams, reflects on him the high- 
or five days without being permitted to write est credit. The court ad journed sine die. 

or spéak to any pérson, except in the presence, “ISAAC HULI., President of the cow%é. 
of the officer of the guard; compelled to lay |“G. W. Prescort, Judge Advocate.” 

on the damp bare ground; to subsist upon the; Loss or THe currer BacGur, &e.—From 
most filthy rations that were dealt out to the @ New-Haven paper of October 17, 18\4.—On 
criminals under confinement, and in momen-| Monday last the sloop Susan, captain Miles, 
tary expectation of being led out to execution, of this port, on her passage from New-York; 
The general then called together some of his | with a very valuab:e cargo, was captured off 
officers whom he thought most fitted to his) Mill river by a sloop fitted out by the British 
purpose, styled them a court-martial, appeared | frigate Pomone, commanded by a lieutenant, 
ns the accuser, and insisted on this self-consti-;with from forty to sixty men, armed with 
tuted military tribunal condemning him to|muskets, &c. with an 18-pounder and two 4’s: 
death for treasonable practices! The unfortu- |The packet, though armed, was surprised, and 
nate man, although refused the means of em-| made no resistance. This occurrence was ob 


} 
{ 


ploying counsel, or procuring witnesses, was, served by a sloop which had just passed the 


discharged. It appearing that the information : Susan, and a passenger was immediately land- 
which he had given the general proved to be ed from her, who came express to this place 
true, and that the only reason for this proce-|with the information. The revenue cutter 
dure on the part of general Hampton, was a ! Eagle, captain Lee, immediately prepared to 
private pique against M‘Conell, as he had fre- go out and retake the Susan, manned by her 
quently said he meant to hang him if he could.'own crew and about thirty volunteers, who 
General Hampton's counsel offered nothing |promptly tendered their services for that pur: 
in evidence to contradict these facts, or any | pose. The wind being light and unfavorable 
thing to mitigate this monstrous outrage. \for the captors to get off with their booty, it 
His honor chief justicé Thompson presided | was nee ei ee so ae be able to cut 
at his trial, and gave the charge to the jury,/them off before they could pass the harbor. 
most decidedly condemning all usurpations of At about four P. M. she got under way, towed 
military power, and recommending; under a outof the harbor, and stood to the southward 
dispassionate consideration of the circumstan-|and eastward, the wind being light all night; 
ces, such a verdict as would deter any future did not observe the sloop; at day-break found 
attempt to make the liberties of the citizen| themselves nearly under the guns of a sloop of 
dependent on the arbitrary will of a military | war; all hands were immediately calbek to 
commander. The jury rétired a few minutes,}man the sweeps; got out two boats ahead; 
and returned with a verdict for the plaintiff,| with a view to get her into a creek on Long: 
of — thousand dollars nc dae are oie gt one no pee of safety 
AVAL COURT OF ENQUIRY.—At a court of! which she could reach. Being almost calm; 
enquiry, consisting of captain Isaac Hull and ithe brig manned several barges and sent them 
captain John Smith, of the United States’|in pursuit, which came up fast, and a firing 
navy, atthe navy-yard in the harbor of Ports-|commenced between them and the cutter at 
mouth, N. H. to ‘investigate the condtuct of about 7 A. M. Approaching the shore, captain 
the officers and crew of the U nited States’ ship| Lee learned from some fishermen who had 
Adams, commanded by captain Charles Mor-|assembled on the beach that he could not en- 
ris, and the causes of the loss of that ship by/ter the creek, there not being suflicient depth 
fire, by order of captain Morris, in order, as|of water. The brig drawing near, and seeing 
was alleged, to avoid capture by the enemy at/no other chance of escape, the cutter was laid 
Hamden, in the district of Maine, on the 3d lan shore, under a high bluff, nearly opposite 
of September, 1814, the opinion of the court} Falkland Islands, and the barges coming up 
upon the fact found, was, by order, attached|she commenced a brisk fire on them with 
to the proceedings transmitted to the depart-|round and grape shot, which soon obliged 











ment, and is as follows. viz. ithem to sheer off. Commenced landing the 
Orrnion.—“The court having attentive-/guns, ammunition, sails, &c. and, with the as- 


ly considered the testimony of the case,|sistance of the people on shore, were enabled 
are of opinion, that captain Morris, the offi-|to get two 4 and two 2-pounders upon the 
cers and crew of the late ship Adams, have! bluff, where they were planted, and the coforg 
done their duty, and express their entire ap- ‘near them, with a determination not to “‘oive 
probation of their conduct on this occasion: up the ship.” These, with the musketry, kept 
and further, that had the ship not have been, the enemy from landing or taking possessiori 
destroyed she must have fallen into the hands' of the cutter, though several attempts were 
of the enemy. And, from the circumstances made by the barges, whilst the brig kept up s 
VOL. VIF, ¥ 
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heavy cannonade, taking a distance out of our, squadron, where she has been ransomed, and 
reach, and hoping to drive us from the hill./a flag went off yesterday with the ransom 
Finding their efforts unavailing, they com-|money. ‘The passengers on board her were 
menced firing upon the cutter to destroy her,|treated with great politeness, paroled and 
at the same time keeping up their fire apon| released. 

the hill, from the sloop that eaptured the} Honorasie Triputs.—The following ad- 
Susan and a barge, taking positions so a¢ to/ dress, which we find inthe Plattsburg Repub- 
rake on every quarter, which they kept up) lican, of ecember 24, signed by ali the hos- 
till about 2 P. M. when the sloop and barge |tages who had returned from captivity, merits 
hauled off, and the firing ceased. Ina short | remembrance: 


time the sloop resuined her station, and the TO MAJOR VANDERVENTER. 
firing recommenced, and was continued till t Platisburg, December 23, 1814. 

‘ pee, 31 jersi i American off 
between four and five o’clock, occasionally re-| Str-—We, the undersigned, American off- 


turned from the hill, when the sloop hauled|Cers lately confined as hostages in Canada, 
off again, and about sunset stood to the east-| beg leave to express to you our sincere thanks, 
ward. Several other attempts were made by|for the zealous and unremitting exertions 
the barges during the night to gain the cutter, which you have ever made to ameliorate the 
but the vigorous and well directed fire from |condition of your fellow sufferers in captiy'ty, 
the hili always compelied them to return. ‘Ihe! &mancipated from long and rigorous impress- 


brig kept up her station till about nine o’clock | ment, and once more restored to the enjoy- 
the next morning, when she got under way)/ ment ot liberty, the American officers vould 
and stood off. ~ |be wanting in duty, did they fail to testify, 

During this affair several acts of heroism both to you and to their country, the senti- 
were displayed worthy the intrepid character} ments of gratitude which they entertain for 
of our seamen. fiaving expended all the wad-| your benevolent exertions in their behalf, 
ding of the 4-pounders on the hill during the) The strenuous and successtul efforts which 
warmest of the firine, several of the crew vo-| You as senior officer have made to clothe end 
lunteered and went on board the cutter to| provide with adequate comforts, the brave 
obtain more. At this moment the masts were! soldiers of the United States, sent down to 
shot away, when the brave volunteers erected) Quebec, naked and diseased, and the noble 
a flag apon her stern; this was soon shot away, and disinterested manner in which you sup- 
but was immediately replaced bya heroic tar,| plied pecuniary relief, on your indivicual 
amidst the cheers of his undaunted comrades, icredit, to the prisoners, at a time when the 
which was returned by a whole broadside | British government in Canada refused to ne- 
from the enemy. When the crew of the cutter | gociate public bills for that purpose, will ever 
had expended al! their large shot and fixedjentitle you to their warmest thanks. 
ammunition, they tore up the log-book to Withouta public agent at Quebec. the situa- 
make cartridges and returned the enemy’s | tion of the prisoners would have been wretch- 














small shot which lodged in the hill. ed indeed, but for your timely interference. 
The cutter’s force was only six guns—four} About to be separated from your former 

4-pounders and tivo 2’s, with plenty of mus-/compamions, be assured, sir, that you carry 

kets and about fifty men. : with you the respect of all who know you, and 
The enemy being gone, and provisions, &e. their warmest wishes for vour welfare 


captain Lee and hiscrew, and arrived hereon /|servants 
Thursday evening, in a sloop from Leng| Taserauity.-—From a Salem paper of Ja- 
Island. Captain John Davis was slightly | nuary, 1815. --Captain John Ordronaux. of 
wounded in the knee froma stone impelled by |the Prince of Neufchatel. on her late e1 uize, 
a 32 pound shot which struck near him. has (we understand, from an unquestionable 
Killed—i caif, by a 32-pound shot, which isource) given to his prisoners, not only the 
was picked up on a field nearly a mile distant. 3 or 400 dollars mentioned a few davs since, 
Though we do by no means despise the prow- ‘but also 700 dollars more. We alse have the 
ess of the enemy, we would observe that the! fact from first rate authority, that he alone 
brig which achieved this notable exploit is the| fred a bout portant upwards of 80 muskets in 
same that killed a hog and a horse at Stoning- ithe engagement off Nantucket, and must have 
ton—tne Dispatch. She lived nearly 300 shot. killed or wounded upwards of sixty of the 
We have since learned that captain Leelenemy himself. 
succeeded in getting off the cutter, and was Captain Ordronaux was the gallant com- 
about to remove her to a place of safety, when | mander of the litile privateer Marengo three 
the enemy returned and took possession of her.! years avo. when she had onlv fifty-two men, 


She was greatly injured, but itis expected the/and after a desperate engagement, took his 
<> "> 1 ot -_ + ah Ps . © P a 4 , 7 . nd « ° ss > ® 

enemy ‘v:!! be able to refit her to annoy Us In| Britannic majesty’s brig of war the Pelican, 

the So nd. who had then one hundred and thirty men, 


The Susan was taken down to the enemy’s'and about £80,000 in specie on board. It was 


being scarce, the volunteers from this city left We are respecttully, sir, your obedient 
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off Jamaica that the engagement took place, iecaTurR. The ship carpenters at the navy 
in a calm, in sight of all the men of war in}yard in Brooklyn, (N Y.) have already vo- 
that place. None dared to send their barges lunteered upwards of 1600 days work t wards 
after him because they knew his name was building a new frigate for commodore [eca- 
Ordronayx His daring eaterprize successful-|tur. [A few days after the capture of the 
ly led him to attack and vanquish the Pelican. President was known. ] 
He tookon board her specie and safely brought Cuatuam. The following extract from a 
s+ de Mate. Wink: speech of the great lord Chatham, delivered 
Mississrppr TERRITORY. —It is due to the in the British parliament on American affairs, 
valor and patriotism of the titizens of this|being nearly one of his last in that body, is 
territory, though scattered over a great extent happily revived at the present time: : 
of country. and surrounded by difficulties from| My torps---You cannot conquer America. 
the neighborhood of the indian nations, to| You may swell every expense; pile and accu- 
record, that thev emulated the high and glo-| mulate every assistance you can buy or bor- 
PIONS examples of Aentucky and ‘Tennessee, | rows traitic and barter with every little, pitiful 
and bore a portion of the everlasting honor, German prince, who seils his subjects to the 


that belongs to 

















the defenders of Ovleans. | shambles of a foreign power, your efforts are 
When called upon by general Jackson, they|vain and impotent; doubly so from the mer- 
seized their arms with the alacrity that be-|cenary aid on which you rely. For it irri- 
longs to the vallant sons of the “west, andj tates to an incurable resentment the minds of 
marched freely for the post of danger. ) your enemies, to overrun them with the mer- 

NWavat Chahacren.’ Qos of. car gallant cenary sons of rapine and plunder; devoting 
thorough-bred seamen, an officer in the navy |them and their possessions to the rapacity of 
of the United States, being asked by an old) hireling cruelty! If L were an Americen, 
sinner who had sheltered himself within the) wile I saw foreign troops remain in my 
enemy’s lines during the revolution, “what| country, NEVER would Ilay down my arms-——~ 
his nolitics were?” replied—“to drink my al-| NEVER, NEVER, NEVER!” 
lowance of grog—to chew my tobacco, and| [Remember Castine!] 
fight for the republic—what’s yours?” The|_ Fast pay. On the day of the late publie 
tevy was silent, fast, the editor of the Boston Gazetle observ- 

SoMETIMES BY FIRE. Cobbett, while he\ed---“If we are not mistaken this is the day 
was on the side of the ministry, expressly | appointed by the president of the U. States, 
told us that the British “sometimes” employ-|to be observed in solemn acts of fasting and 
ed “fire” to check our manufactories. Hence|prayer, and humiliation.” 
amonz the “events of the war.” we notice the} On which the editor of the New York Co- 
recent destruction by that element of a cotton |/umbian remarked. “And if the Columbian 
mill, &e. near Poughkepsie, N. Y. damage |!5 not mistaken, certain gentlemen in Connec- 
50.000 dollars, and of another at Befviile,ticnt were punished by the legislature for suf- 
N. J. damage from 40 to 60,000. [January fering labor on their premises, on Mr. Adams's 
1815.) ‘fast da Mistakes were attended by more 

Denaware. The legislature of this little ‘serious consequences then they are now.” 
state, with one eighteenth of all the power of, ANDREW ALLEN, late the British king’s 
goverament in the senate of the United States, Const! at Boston, tamous for the impudence 
adjourned [January 1815.] without proposing of his conduct after war was deciared in dis- 
or enacting any thing whatsoever for the de. tributing licenses to American citizens, ‘‘we!! 
fence of its territory; without ever passing 9 inelined,” as the licenses said, to his mzijesty’s 
militia law, which we believe that state has government, it is stated has been rewarded 
not or, if it has, is so defective as to be goad | for his “services in America” by a pension of 
for nothing. " ‘SOOO per annum. It would be curious to 
i know how much certain of his late associates 
receive, or expect, for the “aid and comfort” 
‘they afforded him. 

Humor.—F rom the Baltimore Federal Gv- 
zette—-A late London paper states that a very 
large medical staff wiil accompany the troops 
of about 30 persons of this town, for the tne Lemennee for America. It weuld vee ok aay 
ment of direct taxes. No person sapestingl orate ppd ap e oe eee ote Shey 
to puren ise, the whole was knocked down to pedition-—dind igi hope that LnCy will not be 
Uncle Sam.* Wheiher Uncle Sam or hui eet ae sens) GR 
agents will ever dare attempt to take posses-|, A fa Student Wno has for some time past 
sion of thesé purchases. is another part of the | Deen attending his duty as a member of an 
Ltienane ; ,  epaiets \artillery company; was asked a few days since 
we salt pnishiotend 5 iwhat books he had been late!, reading, an 
vi peli or Uncle Sam—a caut term in the army for'| swered, that he had been for the last two 
ine cited States. months been engaged studying CANNON Law. 


Direct tax. The following is from t 
Y evan 2 57 y 7, Gé . ayy" ’ "s 
Neu Bedford “Mercury” of the 27th January. 
Phis town is famous for its loyally. 
“On Tuesday last, the deputy collector of 
" tha - e ee Pet ; 
the | ith collection district, agreeably to pre- 
vious notice, proceeded to sell the real estates 
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Britis Goops. A very considerable 
quantity of British (prize) goods, was brought 
to Pgerismouth, N. H. last autumn.» ‘The fol- 
lowing account of the sale will be regarded as 
a curcosity a little while hence: 

Woolen, cotton and silk goods, from .$'6 to 

11 50 the &. sterling. 
Shoes and hats, : 3.59 to 5 do. 
Rum, 2 35 a 2 80 cts. gall. 

- Brandy, (Naples) 2 30 a 240 do. do. 

Gin, 130 a2 35 do. do. 

Hyson tea, 214 a2 15 lb. 

Raisins, Muscatel,9  @ 9 25 box. 

Do. Smyrna, 36 Ib. * 

Pepper, 204 do. 

Britisn speceau. The following official 
letter from capt. Hayes, was sent to the pri- 





soners on board the Majestic, in-answer to 
their several petitions for release: [dated in 
January 1815.] 

‘“‘] have examined the letters sent to me by 
the Americans now on board the Majestic, 
and I lament that there should be a necessity 
for detaining as prisoners any of those taken 
in merchant vessels; but to your own govern- 
ment, Americans, must you look for the 
cause of this severe measure; and all I can do! 
for you is to send your communication to the 
admiral. I donot, however, see how you can 
expect t> return to your wives and farnilies, 
while Mr. Madison is giving a high bounty 
for every Englishman brought into an Ame- 
rican port of the very same description with 
yourselves. And the good sense of the Ame 
ricans, Itrust, will point out to them the jus- 
tice of our present conduct, and how cruel 
it would be in us to suffer our countrymen 
(taken in merchant vessels) to be carried to 


Pactolus, Despatch brig, and Terrour bomb.. 
The Despatch of the 9th of August, anchored 
within pistol shot of the battery; but the Pac- 
tolus not being able to approach the shore 
near enough to support her, the brig was re- 
called, having had two men killed and twelve 
wounded. On the 11]th, after the Terrour had 
thrown in some shells and carcases the Rami- 
lies and Pactolus anchored as near as the shal- 
lowness of the water would allow, and fired 
several broadsides into the town, from which 
it suffered great damage. At the commence- 
ment of the fire the enemy withdrew the guns 
from the battery to the outside of the town, 
where they had assembled 3000 militia! The. 
town of Stonington had been conspicuous in 
preparing and harbouring torpedoes and giv- 
ing assistance to the enemy’s attempts at the 
destruction of his majesty’s ships off New 

London. 

Vermont. L£xtract of a letter froma gen- 
tleman in Addison county, Vermont, to a 
member of congress, dated Jan. 8th, 1815. 
“Volunteer companies are forming in all 

the neighbouring towns, getting arms and 

ammunition, and holding themselves in rea- 

diness. Ifthe British take a ride to White- 

hall this winter, they will never return.” 
Traitors. New London, Jan. 25th, 1815. 

The private armed boat Retaliation, John 

Rogers commander, on the 2:st inst. brought 

in a boat from Lyme, with two men on board 

named Russeland Gilbert, on a suspicion that 


‘they were bound ona trading trip to the ene- 


my’s squadron. Her load consisted of sheep, 
turkeys geese, soap, candles, pepper, cheese, 
egos, Yc. On Monday they were brought 
before a court of enquiry, where an examina- 


an American prison, without endeavoring by|tion was had; but whether upon the evidence, 


retaliation to putastop toit. With us it is 
not a measure of revenge for the injurious 
acts of the . merican government, but oneto 
obtain the release of our suffering country- 
men, of whose situation you can pretty well 
judge by what yourselves feel. We have no 


satisfaction in the increased severities of the! 


war, and it is to your own government you 

must look ifthey are continued. 
JOHN HAYES, 

Captain of the Majestic. 

Sroninaton. If the following bea fair 

abstract of sir Thomas Hardy's report of the 

attack upon Stonington, we are sorry for it. 

it is as false and as uncandid a statement as 

any we have seen. We would have wished 

that he might have told the truth. It is from 





a late London paper 

““Vice-admiral sir Alexander Cochrane has! 
transmitted to John Wilson Croker, Esq. a! 
letter from rear admiral Hotham, inclosing' 
one from capt. sir T. Hardy, of his majesty’s| 
ship Ramilies, dated off Stonington, the 12th 
of August, giving an account of an attack; 
opon that place by the said ship, with the' 


“a 


they are to be holden for trial remains unde- 
cided. The men in the interim are commit- 
tedto gaol 

Miuitary Force. The Richmond Enquir- 
er, to shew the preference of a regular army 
to militia levies, publishes the following ab- 
stract from the official returns of the United 
States’ forces at Norfolk, in one of the months 
of last year: 

Regular force 1660---250 sick---21 deaths. 

Militia force 2540---2012 sick---160 deaths 

---200 discharged for inability. 
691 discharged in November, having served 
a tour of duty, half sick. 

New-York arsenau. from the Colume 
bian March, 8. We were quite unexpectedly 
disappointed, of a visit to the state arsenal, 
yesterday, to find it far exceeding any thing 
of the kind heretofore known in this country, 
and exhibiting, on a smaller scale, the furni- 
ture and materials of the tower of London, 
but not surpassed, in perfection and neatness, 
we presume, by any similar establishment in 
the world. T'welve thousand stand of arms, 
(musketry) with accoutrements complete, and 
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rifies, swords, pistols and ammunition in pro- 
portion, arranged in festoons, stars, and other 
fanciful and convenient forms, in glittering 
polish and perfect order, furnish a spectacle 
worth a half hour’s walk to view; while the 
politeness of the officers attending affords 
every gratification to the most curious enquir- 
er. The cannon, mortars, shells, shot, &c. 
are not mentioned. Thirty or forty ladies 
were among the spectators attracted by the 
novelty of this grand display of ‘‘bruised arms 
hung up for monuments,” yesterday afternoon. 

AmeuiaIsitanp. Latract of aletter from 
Amelia, Sept. 9, 1814. “Yesterday 13 sail of 
neutral ships sailed for Evrope, principally 
for England, with the following number of 
bales of cotton, viz. Nadashda, 1330; Two 
Friends, 1110; Venus, 805 ; Neva, 804 ; Joa- 
chim, 517; Freden 860; Active, 703 ; Eme- 
lia, 700; brigs Sophie, 600, Hoppet, 500; 
Carolus Magnus, 480; Flor de Tejo, 200 ; 
Rio Mendiogo, 100. Total 8921 bales—al- 
so, about 2000 casks rice. The whole quan- 
tity exported this year is estimated at 35,000 
bales ; and there are 4000 bales now on hand. 
Twenty neutral ships are waiting cargoes.” 

Tio In1tsumen. While the city of New 
York was threatened, the following spirited 
address was published— 

To Irishmen. We, the undersigned, sub- 
mit, to such of our countrymen, as are not 
subject to militia duty, or other insurmounta- 
ble difficulty, that now, or never, is the golden 
moment to enrol themselves, and to repay the 
debt of hospitality to their adopted country. 

Even the monarchs of Murope have found it 
their interest to entertain and distinguish the 
persecuted Irish, and faith and loyaity have 
always marked their steps. The constituted 
authorities of this republic are not less wise 
and generous—shall we then be less grateful? 

Shall those who, in the hour of desperate trial 
have been unshaken by bribe, by torture or 
by death, degenerate in a land which is the 
Jast refuge of persecuted freemen? If any be 
so recreant we disown them for our country- 
men. Our appeal is to the constant ; our call 
is on the brave! Such only are invited whose 
hearts can answer to that call: Broken, like 
the rest, in fortune, we have neither bribe nor 
patronage to offer, nor any thing to share, but 
the dangers of the field. Nor shall we solicit 
or cajole. Zeal and affection must be the 
common stock ; with those qualities the poor 
is rich enough; without them the richest is 
too poor. We have no interest but the safety 
of our country; no ambition but to march 
with its defenders. Thrice happy, if in doing 
80, we may also avenge the wrongs of our 
dear and native land. 

The respectable signatures already obtain- 
ed give fair hopes of success, but the numbers 
are yet inadequate to a separate organization. 
‘Yhe three months of service will soon elapse, 





and the honor may, by a short delay, be for- 
ever lost of having their names incribed 
amongst these heroes whose brows so many 
laurels have already circled at an epoch 
which future annals will consecrate to fame. 

Lists are now open at No. 69 Beekman- 
street, No. 6 Murray-street. If at the end of 
the present month, the number of 500 is not 
complete, we shall conclude that all who have 
not joined us are already at their post, and 
with those who have offered, we shall seek 
some other line of honorable duty for our- 
selves. 

WM JAMES MAC NEVAN. 
WILLIAM SAMPSON. 

PRACTICAL PATRIOTISM.—Charleston, Fe- 
bruary 10, 1815.—'Thealarm men of Fairfield 
district have met by sections at convenient 
places within the district, and have resolved 
to contribute, either in labor, money or pro- 
visions, as it may be required, forthe use of 
the families of the militia now in or who may 
hereafter be called into the service of their 
country. They propose to plant, tend and 
harvest the crop, wherever it may be neces- 
sary, for those who are absent on duty. Tho? 
but few, very few, if any, of the brave volun- 
teers now inservice from that district may re- 
quire any such aid, the merit of this act is not 
the less; and is an example worthy of imita- 
tion, and highly honorable to the old hoary 
veterans of Fairfield district. 

GALLANT AFFAIR.—On the 7th of Febru- 
ary, 1515, about sun-rise, near James’ Is!and, 
Dorchester county, a British tender was just 
within the mouth of Little Choptank, and a 
cake of ice was drifting her towards the ice 
near the shore, within about 400 yards. Joseph 
Stewart and others, to the number of nine- 
teen, went to the spot, and finding a mound of 
ice about one hundred and fifty yards from the 
tender, formed by means of loose cakes ficat- 
ing into the mouth of the river, and accumu- 
lated by the force of the tide, made their way 
to it over parts of the ice which were thawed, 
jumping from cake to cake; and using it as a 
breast-work commenced a fire on the tender. 
When they arrived the British had got their 
anchor on the bow and loosened sails. After 
an engagement of two hours the British cried 
for quarters and surrendered. ‘hey consisted 
of nineteen male persons and had on board a 
twelve-pound carronade, a swivel, seventeen 
muskeis and six pistols, with plenty of powder 
and ball. 

Another —On the i2th ultimo, a British 
tender and barge came up Honga river, as far 
as Lake’s cove, and got possession of six of 
our vessels, some loaded and bound for Nor- 
folk. Two of the vessels were fired by the 
enemy, when fifteen or twenty militia-men 
having collected, commenced a brisk fire from 
canoes, and continued it, amidst a shower of 
grape and round shot, until they drove the 
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enemy off, who left their sails bend to the 

masts of our vessels, and a great coat; the mi- 

litia following them in their canoes until their 

ammunition gave out. Property to the amount 
of 10 or 12,000 dollars was saved; and the 

British were supposed to have lost several 

killed and wounded. 

EveGcant extract of a letter from a gentle 
man abroad to hisfriend in America, dated 
in Nov. last. 

{.4tiributed to John Q. Adams] 
“The success of the attack of the English 

upon Washington intoxicated them to such a 

degree, that they translated their Gazette ac- 


pias repaired to his quarters acid saluted 
him. ‘The toasts drank on the occasion were 
patriotic—the general’s was—* All true Ame- 
ricans by whatever name distinguished. 

The general having retired, the following 
toast was given: 

Our distinguished guest and fellow citizen; 
major general Facoh Brown—may he long 
live, inhealth and happiness, to enjoy the es- 
teem of his country, and the laurels he has 
won in her service. ? 

Law case.—Cherleston, Feb. 9. The 
Launch belonging to the frigate Hebrus, 
which was deserted by her crew at iidisto 


count of it into all the principal languages, Inlet on Sunday the 29th ult. and afterwards 


and sent it by special messengers all over Eu- 


taken possessionof by the militia,was brought 





rope. —That of sir John Sherbrooke’s expedi- 


up to town yesterday A question has ari- 
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tion followed immediately after, and in more|sen as to who are the legal captors; whether 
then one wey flattered their dreams of con |the U. States’ barges, who drove off and after- 
quest. Their conduct at Washington, how- wards captured the crew of the launch, or the 
ever, excited throughout all urope a senti- militia, who found her thus deserted upon the 
ment very different trom that which they had beach, and took possession of her before the 
exnected; a sentiment of disgust at the Go- | barges could return from the capture of her 
thic barbarism of their proceedings; and! crew. She mounts a 12lbcarronade and five 
since then their failure at Baltimore,their de-! handsome brass swivels, and has a number 
feat on lake Champlain, their retreat from/ of water casks on board. 
Plattsburgh, and the sortie of the 17th sept.) ILLumination —From the National Intel- 
from Fort itrie, have redeemed our defeats, |Sgencer of Pebreary 20 1815,—On Saturday 
have aggravated theirs, and now lead them |} last, several national salutes were fired, and 
to the anticipation of a disastrous issue to the | the “star-spangled banner” of America, and 
campaign. \the red-cross flag of Britain were displayed 
“I. isa mortifying circumstance to one who! together near the city hall, during the day. 
feels for the honor and interest of our coun-| “At night a general illumination took place 
try, to find a British prime minister boasting and a number of rockets were fi: red, some of 
an parliament, as the earl of Liverpool has them made, by one of our citizens, in imita- 
done, that the infamou s outrages of their tion of the British Congreve. 
troops in Ameriea had been much morevindi-| The following proclamation of the mayor 
cated and justified by Americans, in Ameri-\ gave the signal for illumination: 
ean newspapers, than they have ¢ Aingtand | A Proclamation.—The president of the 
itself still move of humiliation did] feel at | United States has this day announced, by 
his asser lion, that the people of the Disirict, | proclamation, the return of rzace. 
of wirich they have taken possession, people In the late contest for the sacred rights and 
of the state of Massachusetts, had manifest- ‘honor of our country, the American army and 
ed a disposition to become British subjects! navy have, by the most replendent achiev- 
I still induige the hope that he has magnified ments, exalted their character as high as am- 
Into an ex oressi ion of popular se: itiment, the bition ‘could desire. 5 
baseness and servility of a few individual sy-| ‘The American people have never failed to 
cophants, who may have intended merely to. prove, that although naturally inclined to 
save their property from plunder, by paying | peace, they can brave with a manly spirit the 
court to the British commanders. Deeply as horrors and calamities of war, when they con- 
the sordid spirit of faction has degraded Hias-' sider that respect violated which is due not 
sachusetts, I will not yet believe that the lofty! only to themselves but to every independent 
sentiment of independenc é has been extin-' nation. 
puis! hed in the souls of any considerable por-; A retrospect of our affairs from the com- 
tion of my Senate, +h that they have mencement to the cessation of hostilities, tho’ 
sunk low enough en nese scale of creation, wim: the scene is occasionally checkered, cannot 
lingly to become subject of Great Britain. ibut afrord a heartfelt evratification to every 
Gin Brown ¥ parto ok of a public dines! lover of his country. 
at Philadelphia on the 18th February. given! Whereas, in consideration of these things, 
in his honor by the citizens without distine ‘tion | the glory of our country and the return ot 
of party, to which also the officers of the ar- ‘happy } peace, it is becoming to make due 2 
my and navy were invited. Wherever the! | knowledements to the Supreme Ruler of 
hero appeared he was received with ¢ sheers ey ‘ents, and to shew ey very rational demonstra- 


by the e pe ovle , and the U.S, tro ops at that tion of Tv e, I James H. Blake, 
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mayor of the city of Washington, by the 
authority and with the advice of the corpora-| 
tion of said city, do enjoin on the citizens, 
generally to illuminate their respective houses 
this evening, commencing at 7 and ending at) 
9 o'clock. And I do require the public offi , 
cers of this corporation to be vigilant in the 
preservation of peace and tranquility. 
Given under my hand at the city of Wash- 
ington, this 18th day of February 
1815. 
JAMES H. BLAKE, Mayor. 

N. B.A salute will be fired at 7 o’clock, 
which wil! be the signal for commencing the, 
illuntnation. 

Puns. From the Pittsburg Common- 
wealth. A gentleman hearing the extrava-| 
gant pretensions of the British commission- 
ers at Ghent, trusted our ministers would 
give them a very lake-onic answer. All who 











privateer (the Armstrong) of 9 guns, with @ 
loss of about 300 killed and wounded! By 
which it appears he can do something, 

Captain Downie (says the “Plattsburg Re- 
publican”) publicly declared while on the Isle 
La Mott, in the hearing of 20 or 30 American 
citizens, that in thirty minutes after. the first 
fire, he would be on board the American ship 
Saratoga. .The first fire from the Saratoga 
proved fatal to capt. Downie. 


Sir George Prevost predicted that Macdo- 
nough would strike his flag in 20 minutes, and 
held out his watch to see when the time should 
expire. Admiral Cochrane promised to se- 
veral Americans, to break the “egg shell” at 
fort M’ Henry [Baltimore] in two hours; but 
looked very foolish when those persons, after 
twenty six hours bombardment, told him that 
“the time was out!’ ‘Ihe fool Dacres, of the 





have heard the names of Perry and Macpo- 
ponouGcy will take the force of the allusion. 

A correspondent whe has seen the Montreal 
puff about 1500 barrels of pork (which are 
said to have frightened the Yankees on the 
Niagara frontier) wishes to be informed whe- 
ther they contained part of the hogs that sir 
George Prevost drove to the Plattsburgh 
minaret. 

We presume that they did not, as sir George 
did not stay there to have them killed. 

Piul. Free. Journal. 

Plattsburg, Dec. 5, 18:4. The following 
articles were found on board a small trans- 
port sisop, which accompanied the British 
fieet os far as the fsle La Mott, in September 
last, and there sunk, in consequence of being 
too heavv loaded. ? 

The enemy carried off eight eighteen poun- 
ders which they had mounted on asmail bat- 
tery erected on the west side of the island; 
but permitted the sloop to remain, which was 
afterwards raised by the inhabitants of Isle 
La Mott, and the stores taken out, viz. 

25,900 Sand bags, 
500 Fascine knives, 
An anchor, weighing 500 Ibs. 
A 6 inch cable, 504 feet inlength, 
A large quantity of shot and shells, 
200 shovels and spades, 
100 pick axes, 
20 kegs powder, 
A number of bbls. of hard bread, 
A barrelof sugar, Kc. 

The sloop was formecly a packet between 
this place and Burlington, and taken by the 
enemy, in this harbor, in their excursion up 
the lake in 1812—it has since been restored 
to its former owner. 

It is worthy of remark, that capt. Floyd. 
who in a74 gun ship, refused to fight the Pre- 
sident frigate—with the assistance of a frigate 


& 4 ye 


Guerriere, told his mento prepare a hogshead 
of molasses to treat the Yankees, who were 
ito be his prisoners in fifteen minutes. Soe 
ithey go on, though every lesson they Lave had 
one would think might have taught them 
| better. 


| It ts said, that our pablic and privatearm- 
‘ed vessels have been directed to sink, instead 
iof burning the vessels they do not think pro- 
per to attempt to send in. A considerate and 
prudent _measure,as we expect that the ocean, 
especially on the British coasts, might 6ther- 
wise be covered with the floating wrecks of 
|halfconsumed vessels, to the creat dancer of 
jour flyers, in the night! This will keep the 
‘road clear! 





| —_—_———~ 
| The London Times of July 2, speaking of 
the ‘‘painful events” that have heppened at 
isea, and of the pride with which we look 
‘forward to other victories, says—‘‘There jis 
but one way to turn the current of their 
‘thoughts and eifortsfrom their present direc- 
ition; and that 1s, to crush their growing navy 
(o atoms. ‘The enterprize may be twice as 
idifficalt now, as it would have been (had our 
;means then permitted,) in the first month of 
ithe war; but it wiil infailibly be ten times as 
idifficult, nay, it may become absolutely im- 
| possible, if it is delayed till a future war. Vow 
| America standsalone: hereafter she mav have 
lallies. Let us strike while the iron is hot.” 
| Now many people in the United States 
ihave thought it wngenerous that we declared 
\war against England when she had few al- 
‘lies. I very much question if the said per- 
sons would be pleased, if, “in the course of 
human events” it might be our fortune to act 
in concert with the “royal Bourbon,” or 
“magnanimous dlexander.” We may yet hear 
of “Russian influence.” 

But—as to ‘erushing our little navy “to 


} 


and a sloop of war, succeeded in destroying a atoms”+—-the British want better heels and bet. 
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ter hands to do it—when too strong for us, 


we can generally run away. In all other cases 


we beat them shamefully. We acknowledge 
this is vexatious, and not a little humiliating 
to the pride of John Bull, and therefore allow 
him to grumble. 

Major-general Keane, it is now reported, is 
to be sent out to beat the Yankees into sub- 
mission. | iS 

“‘ But should our haughty foe expect 
To give our boys a caning, 

We euess they’ find our lads have larzit 
A little bit of training.” 





Englishmen of all countries: The crew 
of a British privateer taken at the southward 
by our gun-boats, though consisting only of 
26 men, (colored and uncolored). is stated to 
have originated in no less than sixteen differ- 
ent countries and islands, viz: From Eng- 
gland 6, Bermuda 3. Ireland 2, Portugal 2, 
Italy 2, Scotland 1, Nova Scotia 1, Germany 
1, Sweden 1, Prussia 1, Norway 1, Malta 1}, 
Corsica 1, France 1, Cuba 1, Martinique 1. 

While Great Britain employs such,motliey 
groupes of “black spirits and white, blue spi- 


rits and grey,” against us, to kill, take, sink, | 


burn and destroy, oné would think she need receipt of your letter, informing me that the 


not be so tenacious of her claims of the per-| legislature of South Carolina had passed to 
petual allegiance of her own subjects, and so! 
violent in her charges against us for harbor-, 
ing and naturalizing in time of peace, the na-, 


tives*of other countries in a civil and legal,'S proposed to lay for the ensuing year. This 


way. | Colum. 


The bird of war. Another anecdote is 
given, by the Baltimore Patriot, of the gal- 
lantry and courage of the cock, a bird conse- 
erated for his valor by the ancients to Miner- 
va, the goddess of war. The account of his 
crowing in the battle of Trafalgar; and on 
board the Saratoga and Eagle, in the battle 
of Lake Champlain, attest his martial spirit, 
and show that his claims to the characteris- 
tics of vigilance and bravery have not dimi- 
nished since the earliest accounts of fabulous 
history. After an allusion to the three cheers 
given by the brave chanticleer on lake Cham- 
plain, the Patriot says: 

Another fact ef a similar nature, may not 
be uninteresting. During the bombardment 
of Fort iid Henry, at a time when the explo- 
sions were the most tremendous, a rooster 
mounted a parapet and crowed heartily. This 
excited the laughter and animated the feelings 
of all present. A man, who was severely in- 
disposed and worn down with fatigue, declar- 


ed that if ever he lived to sce Baltimore, the) 


rooster should be treated with pound cake 
Not being able to leave the fort, the day af- 
terthe bombardment he sent to the city, pro- 
cured the cake, and had fine sport in treating 
his favorite rooster. 








Copy of a letter from the secretary of the tréasury {i 
his excellency David R. Williams. 
Treastry Department, 29th Becember, 1314. 


Sir—I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 22d instant, in- 
forming me, that the legislature of South 
Carolina has placed the sum of 260,000 dol- 
lav's at the disposal of government in aid of 
its finances The state of South Carolina, 
always conspicuous for her publi¢ spirit and 
liberality, has, on this occasion, given a proof 
of patriotism which is well calculated to exalt 
her own character, and toinspire every mem- 


ber of the union, with a spirit of the noblest 


exertion, in the common cause. 

_ I hastened to communicate your letter to 

the president, and it was peculiarly grateful 

to me, to find, that he cordially united in the 

sentiment of respect for the state of South 

Carolina, which I have the honor to express. 
lam, with great consideration and esteem, 


sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
A. J. DALLAS. 


Copy of a letter from the secretury of the treasury to 
thomas Lee, esq. comptroller-general of South Ca- 
rolind. 

Treasury Department, 29th Deéember, 1814. 
Sir—lI have the honor to acknowledge the 


he credit of thé government, in the state 
bank, a sum of 260,000 dollars as an assump- 
tion of the state’s quota of diréct tax, which it 
act of patriotism and liberality is in unison 
with the general character of South Carolina, 
and merits the cordial acknowledgment of the 


}government as well as the applause of the 


nation. It presents a noble example to every 
member of ths union, and in that respect, as 
well as in respéct to thé fiscal aid which if 
affords, must be essentially servicéable. 

I am, with great respect, sir, your most 
obedient servant, A. J. DALLAS, 


Thos. Lee, esq. comptrovler general, &¢. 
Charleston, South Carolina. 





A Dinner to general Ripley, was given at 
Pittsfield by the republicans of Berkshire 
county and officers of the U. 8. army, in re- 
spect for his bravery in the battle of Niagara, 
the defence of fort Erie, and the sortie from 
that work, in which he received his wounds. 
Among thetoasts are the following: 

The Constitution—May its enemies meet 
the fate of the Java. 

The army and navy—their deeds of valor 
have evinced to the world that weare a match 
for Great Britain without allies. 

New England vs. New States—verdiet for 
the defenders at New-Orleans. 

The bayonet and the shuttle-——let us aim to 
manage the latterin peace, as we" as we have 
the former in war, and ourcountry will be soon 
rid of British goods and Byitish influence. 


END OF SUPPLEMENT TO VOL, VII. 
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